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PREFACE. 


The contents of tlie following pages arc the result of 
researches of several years, through files of old newspapers 
and hundreds of volumes of scarce works on India. Some of 
the authorities we have acknowledged in the progress of the 
work, others, to which we have been indebted for information, 
we shall here enumerate ; apologizing to sucl-i as we may 
have unintentionally omitted ; — Selections from the Calcutta 
Gazettes Calcutta Review ; Orlich’s, Jactpiemont’s, Mac- 
intosh’s Travels ; Long’s Selecftions ; Calcutta Gazettes nnd 
other Calcutta papers ; Kaye*’s Civil Administration ; Wheler’s 
Early Records ; Malleson’s Recreations ; East India United 
Service Journal; Asiatic Researches and Asiatic Journal; 
Knight’s Calcutta ; Lewis* Memoirs of Tliomas ; Onne’s His- 
tory of India. From these we have taken paragraphs, which 
by the aid of paste and scissors we have thrown into some- 
thing like narrative form the most prominent events during 
the rule of the Honorable East India Company in India. We 
do not aspire to J)e historians, wc simply profess to lay before our 
readers some curious reminiscences illustrating the manners 
and customs of the people of Calcutta during the rule of the 
East India Company. 

Our scenes are laid principally in Calcutta, but we have 
occasionally travelled up-country that we might exhibit life in 
the mofiissil, and in some few instances we have given notices 
©f occurrences in the other presidencies. 

Our residence during the time that wc have been 
employed in this compilation, having been far removed from 
the Metropolis, and our access to newspapers and publica- 
tions in consequence limited, we have been able to note only 
a few of the events of the tihies alluded to. But these notes 
will afford both amusement and instruction, showing as they 
do how rapidly improvement and progress have been going 
on, both in the condition and lives of the English in India, 
and we may add especially of the natives also, during the 
Government of the East India Company between the years 
1600 and 1858. 

The work was first taken up as an amusement during 
the leisure hour, but in the course of* our reading, so many 
interesting records came under notice that it oecir.Tod to ns, 
that the present generation might take an equal interest \'^ith 

* The first foiu* volumes only. 



ourselves in a narrative of events wLlch happened during 
tlie two centuries alluded to in Calcutta and India generally. 

Like another Herculaneum, that had been buried for 
ages and afterwards exposed to view to a race unborn at tlie 
time of iti entombment, the habits «and amusements of a people 
wliich had ptussed away from the face of the? eartli are re- 
})roduced in tl\c pages we now present to tlie reader. We 
seem here to live again among those who were (H>nteni- 
puraneous with our great grandfathers, and we can in 
imagination see a little into their customs and habits, so old 
fashioiied in our eyes as to raise a smilcj of contempt or 
ridicule. Wo see Calcutta before it po.ssessed a single 
building of magnificence or even of importance and when the 
Honorable Company of merchants wore only in their infancy, 
and ruled the country with a jealous cyo and iron liaud. 

With friends of the past we vi.sit spots once of note in 
the City of Palaces, and in some stations in the upper 
])rovinces. Wc join with them the inasepu', tlie hall, the 
convivial gatherings of those days. W(' take ])art in the 
(plaint sayings and conversation of the old and th(‘ jnierilities 
of the young. We sec around ns men whose names have 
])asscd down as heirlooms to po.sterity, and whose good deeds 
live ill the memory of tlie present genera ti( >11 ; and others 
whose names indeed have pass('d to their children, but whose 
nnunory is alone marked by pompous niaiisolenuns in the old 
Park Stro(‘t Ceiuetory in (Calcutta. In imaginatmn the niorn- 
iii,^ gazette comes in with our early l)r(\ak fast, and wc pour 
over the accounts, printed in old fashioned ty])e, of wans, 
revolutions, riots, elopements, divorces, &C. Wo take onr 
stand among the men of the Turf. We hoar the betting 
around the Race Stand, among men in liealth and vigor, 
^wlio are staking as it were their very existence on the chances 
of the running. Wo turn and wend our way to the counting 
house, and there are witness to the betting of another class 
of speculators, the exporters of indigo, sugars, silks and 
other Indian goods, who liave staked their all in shiploads of 
one or more of these avticle.s, and are now in doubt ami 
uncertainty as to what might be the state of the market in 
England on the arrival of their ventures. The people in 
India gambled in lotteries then ; the Press was gagged and 
unable to offer an independent opinion. Adventurers were 
not allowed to land without a permit from the Honorable 
Court in Leadefthall Street; and those who had licences 
were not permitted to go more than ten miles distant from 
Calcutta, without another permit. 

We now present the result of our labors to an apprecia-» 
ting public,* 


W. II. CAREY, 
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CHAPTER' r 


FIRST EUROPEAN SETTLERS IN THE EAST: 


Looked at from a chronological point of view the oarliost 
historical record we have of Europi^aiis in the East is datcul 
E. C. 550, when Scylax is said to havt^ first visitcul India, 
lie was sent by Darius to exjiloro the Indus, and publislnul 
an account of his jouriuy, which ri*.lattid to his Gri^ok conn 
tryincn many astonisliing tales of a traveller. Herodotus, 
hi his short account of India, followed Scylax as an autliority. 
Eut it was not until the expedition of Alexander (*127 E. (^) 
that a body of able observers, trained in the school of Aris- 
totle, were (siabled to give accurate ideas to Europe of tho 
condition of India. ()f these writers, Megasthcaies is by iar 
the most important, lie lived at the court of Chaiulragupin, 
at Palibrothra, on the Gauge's, as an envoy from, Seleucus I ; 
«and he probably ].)asscd some years in India. According to 
him, the Indian state to which he was accredited, the milita- 
ry force of which consisted of 000,000 infantry, 80,000 cavalry 
and 0,000 elephants, was better organizc'd' and displayed 
more wisdom hi internal goveinmeut anil police arrangt?- 
inents than any country in Europe could boast of. 

Long before the hrst English tradcTs landed, the Portii- 
gnose had settled in India, had ex])K)r(‘d sonn^ ])()rl:ion ot its 
roasts, had enriclic'd themselvi'^. afU‘r tU(‘ inainu'r that acivi- 
1is(hI race would enrich itsi'lf at tin* cxjx'usc' of fot‘])lt‘ eoid 
half civilised races, had (‘11 joyed and abiisi'd tlu* advanlagi's 
th(\y possessed' — the advamiagos ol' snperir/r knowhMlg<* and 
skill ex(*rt(‘d against ract‘S, ignorant of the use of tirt‘-arnis, 
and untrained in military disei[>liiM‘. 

Vasco (hi Gama was tlu‘ tirsb to bra\(‘ th(‘ stormy 
passage round tliat ( ^ipe, which, had ballled so many prc'vious 
attempts, and which liad th<‘n Ixam calha’v tin* C-api‘ of 
Htorms : and on tin* 22nd May in 1 t!)S, with a haiidtul of 
C(|ually daring companionsj he set loot in ( ’alicuL 

Of Ca.iicait, wdu're tlni Zaniorin, tin* successor of tin? 
Tamai’i Rajahs, onc('. liv(‘d in h*gal sphaidor, liiit few traces 
of its old magiiiticence are now left. The oma* (.‘apacious 
haven has been drifted iiji )>y sand. Its great Braliminieai 
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monastery is in ruins : and to the traveller viewing it from! 
the point from which it had first been seen by the followers* 
of Vasco, nothing is discernible beyond a few lines of huts 
shaded by cocoanut or palmyra trees. Twelve years later 
the forces of Albuquerq^ue plimdered the town ana burnt the* 
palace of its kings. 

By a series of bold exploits the Portuguese had extended! 
their settlements from the Coast of Malabar to the Persian 
Gulf ; and a century had not elapsed, when they had achieved 
fresh conquests, had explored the Indian Ocean as far as- 
Japan, and adventurers had astonished Europe with the 
story of gigantic fortunes rapidly amassed. It was not long: 
after, that the example thus set by Portugal was followed by 
the other European states ; and English, Danish, and French 
factories rose alongside of the factories built by the Portuguese^ 

The first European factory established in India was 
formed by the Portuguese at Calicut under Pedro Alvarez^ 
Cabral, in 1500. The first European fortress was also erected 
in that place by the same nation, commanded by the famous 
Alphonso do Albuquenpie three years afterwards, or in 1503. 

Goa, on the Malabar Coast, was captured by the Por- 
tuguese under Albuquerque in 150C. The strong fortress- 
on the island of Diu was built by the Portuguese in 1535.. 
It sustained two memorable sieges in 1537-38 and 1546, res- 
pectively, but was captured by the Arabs in 1668, when the* 
Portuguese power in India had already begun to decline. 

Ill 1530 the Portuguese captured the town of Surat. 

For more than a hundred years after the discovery of the* 
• Cape of Good Hope by Vasco de Gama, the profitable traffic 
of the Indian seas was monopolised by the Portuguese.. 
Other nations being too weak to divspute their pretensions 
to oc'anic sovereignty were compollctl to purchase Indian 
merchandize at Lisbon, which city consequently soon 
becaino one of the richest and most popidous of European 
capitals. 

When however the Spaniards discovered another pas- 
sage to India by the Straits of Magellan, they claimed the 
special sovereignty of the new sea road and endeavored 
to y)revent ships of all other nations from floating on those 
waters. So strong was their ojiposition for a time that the 
English eiuloavorcd to discover a new road for themselves 
by way of a north-eastern, a north-western or even a nor- 
thern passage directly over the pole, to India. 

War broke out between the Portuguese and Dutch at 
the end of the sixteenth century, in which the latter 2 )ruved 
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tlie stronger, and supplanted the Portuguese in their Indian 
trade and chief settlements. 

The Dutch, while subject to Spain, contenteil them- 
selves with purchasing Indian merchandize at Lisbon, 
But upon the revolt of the Netherlands and the creation 
of the United Provinces, they determined upon wresting 
from their former masters the profits arising from the Indian 
trade. 

In 1580 the Spanish and Portuguese dominions were 
united under the Spanish crown, and the Dutch were ex- 
cluded from all trade with Lisbon, and their ships confis- 
cated, and owners imprisoned. One of the captains, while 
in prison, obtained from some Portuguese sailors a full 
account of the Indian seas, and on his return home so 
stirred the hearts of his countrymen by relating what he had 
heard, that they immediately fitted out eight vessels for tho 
East ; four fully armed were to sail round the Cape of Good 
Hope and the rest were to attempt the north-eastern passage. 
The latter merely discovered Nova Zembla; the former 
reached Java, and notwithstanding tho most strenuous opposi- 
tion offered by the Portuguese then established at Bantam, 
managed to open up trade with the East. In 1598 four 
separate fleets wore fitted out for the East, and from this 
time tho Dutch seem to have firmly established them- 
selves in the East Indies. 

They were scattered all over this country early in the 
seventeenth century, and Bernier, writing from Delhi, under 
date the 1st July 1003, says: — '‘The Dutch have a malt 
factory in Agra, in which they generally keep four or five 
persons and further on he mentions “ the Dutch estab- 
lishments at Bengal, Patna, Surat or Ahmedabad.” 

In 1752 the Dutch had a factory at Baranagar, situated 
about five miles to the north of Calcutta, which was consider- 
ed as an Indian Wapping ; soldiers deserting and sailors 
leaving English vessels, were accustomed to escape to this 
settlement, where under the Dutch flag they were safe from 
arrest. 

There was once a factory called the Bulramghur Fac- 
tory, situated at the entrance of the Balasore y ver, the ruins 
of which are yet to be seen buried in deej) jungle. 



CHAPTER II- 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMPANY IN INDIA. 


Of the nrifiny changes which have taken place in India, 
none have been fraiiglit with so many great results as that 
whi(;h has placed under British rule the teeming ])()pubitions 
of this great empire, the race of the builders of El I ora, and 
the rock -excavated temples of Elephanta and Mahavellipore, 
and the heirs of the great Mogul. 

The history of India during that early period, when the 
first intercourse of the British nation with India comiiKMiced, 
must always be interesting. We shall endeavor, tliendbn', 
to record those events — half political, half commeicial — 
which ended in the cstablishuieiit of the first Coiniiauy on a 
durable basis. 

At no period of British history had the love of maritime 
(mterprize been so great The spirit of commerce, once 
lairly roused began rapidly to develop itself. Trading com- 
panies were formed. The successes of Cabot., of Vasco do 
(jama, and Albiupierque, had fired the imagination, and 
excited the cupidity, of the English nation. Ihlvate 
g('ntlemen oflered to acconi}>a.ny the exjiedilions then maiiiu'd 
as volunteers. English nobles mortgng(‘(l their estates, and 
sold tlieir plate to ccpiij) small fleets of ihvir own. 

So early as the reign of Henry VIJI. and Edward IV., 
efforts were made to reach India by a north-eastern ])assagc\ 
Tlnnaie, an English merchant, who had lived nearly all his 
life in Si'ville, returned to lay his projc'ct of a north-W(‘st 
passage before Henry VI fl. The great object was then, if 
possible, to effect a passage to India by a route which would 
enable the English to tra<le with India without giving umbrage 
to t he Portuguese. Sir Hugh Willoughby end(‘avourcd to dis- 
eov(*r a passage to the East Iiidi(‘s, and sailed to Norway, 
but was met with a storm so severe at tlu^ North C^ape, that 
his boldest mariners quailed, and with his entire crew was 
wrecked off the shores of Lapland. Martin Frobislun* mann- 
(.‘d a pinnace and two boats, and ardently endeavoured to 
discover a passage by steering north-west through Hudson’s 
Bay. A few years later, Captain Davis with greater success 



furthiT vioiih, mul his luinu' to llio straits wliich 

5iti h;ul (liscDVurtMl. Most of tlui \o\'a]n*i‘s had Ik'ou uusuc- 
C(\ssfid ; but the ho[H‘s onc<'. (‘iif(‘rt.aiiu‘d of learhiiiL;’ India 
by sailiii<j^ west were never abandoned, and wcav at a later 
period destined to meet with success. 

Two events tended to hastcui the formation of a Com- 
pany for India. One was the meniorabh) voyai>'(' of Sir Francis 
Drake from Plymouth to Java, by the I'acitic Ocean ; the other 
was the equally .successliil voyage, by the same route, of 
Thomas Cavendish, 

Both Francis Drake and Cavendish made tlic voyage 
round the world; both had proved themselves to bo naval 
commanders of no ordinary type. But to Sir Francis Drake 
must undoubtedly belong the honor of having been the first 
Englishman, and tlie first British naval commander, who had 
succeeded in making that rcmaikahle voyage. 

The son of a ch^rgyman, Francis Drake early evinced 
his love of daring adventure. In 1507 he saih'd with his 
kinsman, Sir John Hawkins, to the bay of Mexico, l^hree 
years later, he commanded an expedition f-o tlie West Indies. 
Subsequently we read of him sacking tin town of N ombre 
do Dios. It was then lie fancied he discovered, from an 
elevation on some high range of hills, gliirqises of that great 
ocean which divided India from America. Ho returned to 
obtain the royal permission to e(pup a fli'ot and lead an ex- 
pedition which would, for boldness of dt'sigu, have v’umI with 
that of Magellan, After cruising about the western coasts 
of America, and after having taken much plundtu’, lie left 
Amcuica to sail across that apparently illimitable ocean on 
which but one ship had as yet ventured. ^ 

The passage was a fortunate one. Land was at last 
reached. The intrepid sailor laiKhnl, and learnt that the is- 
land was called Ternate, one of the; group of the Moluccas. 
In this visit was laid the foundation of the commercial 
intercourse from which iiifluencc.s so vast should sulisiMjuently 
spring. Drake was received by the king with ])leasure. He 
was shown over the island, introduced to the court, invited 
to the palace. 

At the time when Drake’s vessel anchored at Ternate, 
the sovereign of that island was at enmity with the Portu- 
guese, who had settlements in Java, and who had already 
been enriched by the commercial relations which had been 
established between them and the islanders of Malaysia, or 
the Malayan Archipelago. This island, the most valuable of 
the Malacca group, was then goveniod by a king who nded 
also over seventy other islands. Those islands were then, as 
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tlicy arc now, famed for their trade in cinnamon, cloves, 
ivory, and horns. 

Sailing southwards, Drake's attention was attracted 
by a chain of hills on one of the adjacent islands ; and land- 
ing, he was struck with the wondrous fertility of tlio 
island of Java. Java had not yet attained to the celebrity 
it subsequently did as a model Dutch settlement. 

As at Ternate, the palms and cocoanuts, the thick ve- 
getation, and the tropical foliage, added to the interest of 
the scene ; and prolonging his stay for a few days, Drake set 
sail steering for that passage by the Cape, then exclusively 
elaimed by the Portuguese, but which subsequently was 
destined, for nearly half a century, to be the high road of 
the commerce between the east and the west. 

The crew of the vessel commanded by Drake found that 
the navigation of the Cape of Good Hope was not so dan- 
gerous, the seas round the Cape not so tempestuous, as they 
had imagined ; and after a voyage, which was protracted 
over a space of two years and ten months, they had tlie 
good fortune of canchoring safely in Plymouth Sound. 

If the expedition of Sir Francis Drake was successful, 
that of Thomas Cavendish to the East Indies was not less 
so. On the 21st July 1586, he set sail for the East with 
three vessels. He crossed the Atlantic, committed some 
depredations on the American coast, captured a rich Spanish 
frigate, visited the islands of the Indian Archipelago, touch- 
ed at one of the Ladrone Islands and at Java, and after 
effecting an exchange trade with the natives of those islands, 
returned by the Cape to England, and anchored at Plymouth. 

The results of these two expeditions fired the genius 
of the English nation, and led to the coalition of the 
company of merchant adventurers who fifst undertook to 
lay the scheme before the public of trading on an exten- 
sive scale with India. 

On the last day of the 16th century the London East 
India Company was formed at the house of Alderman God- 
dard, or Founders' Hall, where the parties assembled deter- 
mined upon measures to equip certain vessels upon a purely 
mercantile bottom." 

Some four or five years before the death of Akbar, 
(A. D. 1600) Queen Elizabeth granted a charter with certain 
privileges to a company of London merchants, just at the 
time that the Dutch East India Company was established, 
whose first attempt to trade on the Malabar coast was nearly 
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coincident with the arrival of the London Company first 
ships at Surat. 

Tlie privileges conceded to the London company en- 
abled them to purchase lands without limitation, and to have 
a monopoly of trade for fifteen yearsj with the East Indies. 

In the year 1600, the consent of the Government wasi 
obtained to equip a fleet of five ships for an Indian voyage.* 
Captain James Lancaster commanded the fleet ; and thirty- 
six factors, on salaries varying with their different trusts, 
accompanied it. On the 2nd of May 1601, the vessels set 
sail from Torbay. After a prosperous voyage they landed at 
Acheen in Sumatra. The natives were tractable, and readily 
entered into a treaty of commerce ; and for such articles or 
implements of iron- ware as Lancaster s crew had with them 
they offered in exchange those natural products of their 
island — pepper and benzoin, cassia and camphor, aloes, spicc's- 
and fruits. Amicable arrangements having been concluded, 
the vessels set sail for Java. 

Captain Lancaster delivered his letters, and, leaving an 
agent behind, returned in 1603 to England, after making a 
considerable pcrcentiige of profits for his employers, the 
East India Company of adventurers. 

In the year 1600 John Maidenhall, a merchant, was« 
deputed to the court of Akbar. No records are left of 
the results of that embassy beyond the fact that he 
obtained a finnan, was well received at court, and that he 
returacd in a few years to England, but that subsequently re- 
visiting India he died at Agra. 

It was during the reign of Jehangcor, that two mission.v 
wore sent from England to his court, the first by the East 
India Company, conducted by Captain Hawkins, for the 
purpose of opening up a commercial intercourse with India ; 
the second by the celcbratc'd Sir Thomas Hoc as ambassador 
from King James I. Hawkins after much difficulty arrived 
at Agra on the 16th April 1601), and being able to speak 
Turkish was most favorably received by the Emperor, who 
subsequently insisted on his mariyiiig a young Armenian 
lady. He succeeded in obtaining the royal promise for an 
unlimited extension of the English tnule, but being 02>posed 
by a violent party, the Jesuits, then possessed of great influ- 
ence at the Mogul court, was at the end of two and a half 


* It is curious to note the names of the five vessels whicli first 
sailed for India They wore the Scourf/e, the Susan, the Hector, the Ascen- 
sion, and a pinnace. 
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years oWii^vd to (piit Aij^rn, without liaving cfltbcted anp 
ot the object s of liis mission. 

The oidy advantage resulting from Ihiwkins voyage* 
was the proinise alluded to, respeeting the establishment of- 
a factory at Surat on tlie Bombay coast. 

In 1G12 only one ship was sent to the Indian seas. 

The establishment of a factory at Surat was eventually 
effected by a daring mariner named Best, who despite the 
impediment and resistance otfered him by the Portuguese, 
boldly proceeded in 1011 to the promised settlement, u])on 
which the Emperor gave a firman, that ])i’ovided for the resid- 
ence of an English 2)lenipotentiary at Surat, and an authority 
for his countrymen to trade fully, openly and ^\dthout impe- 
diment. 

Best, being as shrewd as he Avas determined, well knew 
that this concession was produced more through fear than 
any other cause, and therefore deternnnod to avail himself of 
so favorable an opportunit}'-, and demanded and obtained a 
ceremonious acknowledgment of his riglits from the native 
authorities. He thereupon established the long desired factory ; 
and having accomplished this returned home in 1013, having 
laid the foundation of a sure and profitable trade. 

The first impressions of Surat were not calculated to 
impress the English fixvorably with the wealth and the civi- 
lisation of India. Nearly half a century later, Tavernier,* 
in that pleasant and gi'aphic stylo which makes his travels 
so readable and interesting, described Surat as“ a town with 
a wu*etclu‘d fort, with dwidliugs built of mud which resf'mblo 
barns, sliut in by reeds da])bed with wattle and mud.” A 
century later, in man ufac tilling and commercial prosperity 
it rivailed Bombay, when Bombay had not yet attained to 
political or maritime importance. 

Best was ably succeeded by Captain Down ton, who 
upon his arrival at Surat in 1015, found but three factors, 
as they were then termed, who had hemi appointed by Ids 
predix^essor ; intrigue or interest had caused the di.s]K‘rsioii 
of the remainder. Down! ou’s measures produced much ani- 
mosity towards him from Europ(‘au inlm-esls, and consider- 
able native injustice. These, coupled with the im healthiness 


* Tavernier was born at Paris in 1605, and died at Ikloscow, 1689. ITe 
travelled thnjugli Persia and Tin key and India six liinea Ifis large for- 
tune, with which lie puichased the Uarony of Aiibonne, was acquired iii the 
East. The buiral ground attached to the Old Church of Sural, indicates tlie 
last resting place of sueeessive generations of the sorvants sent out by the East 
India Ooinpaiiy to admiuihter its ahairs in the provinces adjoining the Taptee. 
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of the climate, caused his death in the ensuing August.- 
He was a vigorous and talented man, and perfected the 
arrangement connected with the factory, or as it was then 
termed “ the English house,” which he placed? under the 
management of a head factor named Kerridge. 

A curious illustration of the rapid growth of an Indian 
town might be found in the rise of Surat. In 1530, when 
the Portuguese had first captured the town, its population 
was estimated at 10,000ionly. In 1638, that population had 
increased to 133,544. 

In the year 1657 so greatly had the town increased in 
importance, that the East India Company ordered that the 
administration, of all its possessions should be placed under 
the direct control of the president and council of Surat. 

Until 1614 all transactions with native powers had been * 
carried on by the Company’s agent, but it was now resolved 
to try the e&ct of a royal mission, and Sir Thomas Roe was 
deputed as ambassador to the court of the Emperor Jehan- 
geer. He sailed from Gravesend on the 6 th March 1615, 
and arrived at Surat on the 26th of September. Thence he 
proceeded to Boorhanpore, where he was graciously received 
by the governor of the province. After a short residence 
with that prince. Sir Thomaa advanced to the royal resi- 
dence at Ajmere. He reached that city on the 23rd De- 
cember, but did not obtain an audience of the monarch till * 
the 10th January 1616." 

The object of this embassy was twofold, (1) to arrange a 
definite treaty, and (2) to recover a large amount of money 
alleged’ to be owing by the courtiers and ministers of the 
Emperor. 

On delivering the royal letter sent by the English so- 
vereign, the Mogul Emperor received Sir Thomas Roe witli as 
much consideration as it was in his nature to bestow on any 
ambassador; he offered to redress some of the grieva-ncos . 
complained of, and ratified a treaty by which he conceded to 
the English nation the right to establish factories and to 
trade with any part of the Mogul empire, Surat and Bengal 
especially.- 

At his court Sir Thomas remained four years, and after 
successfully overcoming many impe<liments thrown in his way, 
ho returned, having recovered all bribes, extortions and 
debts, from the courtiers and ministers of the court, and • 
further obtained permission to establish another factory at 
Baroach. 
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The crurions and interesting account left by him of the 
court and camp of the Great Mogul, forms one of the most 
important accessions to works on oriental literature and 
oriental politics. During his residence in the East, be made- 
some valuable collections of ancient manuscripts, among 
which must be classed the Alexander MS of the New Testa^ 
ment. 

The vessel that conveyed Roe to his destination was com- 
manded by a General” Keeling, who endeavored to found a 
factory at Oraiiganore, but failed in his efforts^ the factors 
availing themselves of the first favorable opportunity of escap- 
ing with their property to Calicut, ^bere was cstabKshed 
the factory, whose looms soon obtained an European celebrity, 
and which they retained, until British skill and ca- 
pital removed the seat of manufacture from India to Man- 
chester. 

The feeling of jealousy engendered by the concession 
alluded to above on the part of the Mogul Emperor, was not 
allowed to remain long dormant. Open hostilities were soon 
commenced by the Portuguese, whose fleet burnt the town of 
Baroach. Another fleet commanded by the Portuguese Vice- 
roy in person anchored off Swally. The naval engagements 
which followed, proved disastrous to the prestige which 
the Portuguese had already acquired; and the Mogul 
court, without offering any interference, looked with pleasure 
on the checks thus given to an enemy whose encroachments, 
and whose power they had alike learnt to view with anxiety, if 
not with dismay. 

For several years after Best, Downton^and Roe, we have 
no authentic documents upon which reliance can be placed ; 
but this much is certain, that debauchery and peculation of 
the most flagrant character usurped the place of good govern- 
ment in Surat. The oldest despatch of the factory is dated 
July 26th, and it affords little information; but from other 
sources we learn that the Company's agents were then ne- 
gociating with the Emperor of Golconda for an extension of 
their tnule to Hindostan. Surat at this period had become 
a position of considerable importance, and was destined to 
be the point of radiation, whence the commercial spirit of 
Britain should thrust forward its then infantine powers. 

c 

About the year 1636, Methwold, who was president at 
Surat, returned to England, and was succeeded by Fremlin, 
and the latter by Francis Benton, whose monument in the cem- 
etery at Surat bears testimony to his exertions, and declares, 
that for« five years he discharged his duties with the 
greatest diligence and strictest integrity.” Then followed 
Captain Jeremy Blackman, whose appointment is dated 1651. 
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Dr. Fryer, a surgeon in the Company's service, visited 
Surat in 1074> when the English fetetories were in their 
«enith. The factors lived in spacious houses and in great 
style. The salary of the president according to Fryer was 
500£ a year, half paid here, the other half reserved to bo 
received at home, in case of misdemeanor to make satisfac- 
tion, beside a bond of 5,000JE sterling of good securities. 
The accountant has 72£ per annum, 50£ paid here, tho 
other at home. All the rest are half paid here, half at home, 
except the writers, who have all paid here.” 

Surat was governed by a Company’s agent” till tho 
restoration of Charles II., when a president was sent out. 
At this time the Surat Government employed “ forty sail of 
stout ships to and from all parts where they trade out and 
home ; manning and maintaining their island Bombay, Fort 
St. George and St. Helens.” The last agent at Surat was 
named Rivinton ; he was succeeded by President Wynch, 
who lived only two years, and was succeeded by Andrews, 
who, resigning, Sir George Oxendine took his place, and 
continued to hold the office till his death. It was during 
his presidentship that Sivajee plundered Surat. He was 
succeeded by the Hon’ble Gerald Aungier, who fought against 
Sivajee and repulsed him. 

In 1615 a piece of ground was obtained at Armegaun, 
from the Naig or local chief, and a factory b\iilt thereon, which 
in 1628 was described as being defended by “ twelve pieces 
of cannon and twenty-eight factors and soldiers.” 

The English having a valuable trade on the Coromandel 
coast, were desirous of obtaining a territory wl\ich they could 
fortify. After several ineffectual attempts to obtain such land 
from the Moguls, they at length succeeded in buying a 
piece from a Hindoo prince, the Rajah of Chindragheri, 
which was afterwards called Madras. This was in l()»‘fi). 
For the strip of land (six miles long and one mile wide) tlie 
English paid an annual rent of £ 600. There was a snudl, 
island in the strip facing the sea ; this was fortified by a wall 
and fortress, to secure the residents against the predatory 
attacks of native horsemen. In granting the land to the 
English the Rajah (Sri Ranga) expressly stipulated that 
the English town should bo called after Jiiin, Sri Ranga 
Rajapatnam. The grant was engraven on a plate of gold. 
The English kept the plate for more than a centuiy ; it was 
lost in 1746 at the capture of Madras by the French. On 
the Naik of Chingleput coming into power, he ordered that 
the town should be called China-patanam ; this •name the 
English afterwards changed to Madras. To this day however 
the natives call it by tho old name of China-patanam. 
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• In 1653 Madras was raised to the rank of a presidency. 

Little or nothing is known of Madras in those early day^i 
previous to 1670. In 1672 however we find Madras was an 
important place. The government was carried on in the 
same way as at Surat. The governor drew a yearly salary 
of £300 ; the second in council £100 ; the third £70 ; and 
the fourth only £50. Factors were paid between £20 and 
£40. Writers received only £10, and apprentices £5. But 
all were lodged and boarded at the expense of the Company. 

Sir William Langhom was governor of Madras from 
1670 to 1677, and when he retired he was succeeded by a 
gentleman named Streynsham Masters. In 1683 Mr. Wil- 
liam Gyfford was made governor. At this period Mr. Josiah 
Child was chairman of the Court of Directors. 

About 1688 there was a great change in the fortunes oS 
Madras. The Sultan of Golconda was conquered by Au- 
rungzebe, and consequently the -English settlement of Ma- 
dras was brought under the paramount power of the Great 
Mogul. During the following ten years there were great 
dissensions between the Mahrattas and the Moguls. In 
1706 Daood Khan became Nawab of the Carnatic. Mr. 
Thomas Pitt was governor of Madras. 

In 1636 the Emperor of Delhi, having a beloved 
daughter seriously ill, was informed by one of the nobles of 
his court, of the skill exhibited by European practitioners of 
•medicine, and was induced to apply to the president of 
Surat for aid in his extremity. Upon this Mr. Gabriel 
Boughton, surgeon of the ship Uopeivelly was directed to 
proceed to Delhi, and render his professional services. “ This 
he did with such success that the imperial favors were 
liberally bestowed upon him, and in particular he obtained 
a patent, permitting him to trade, without paying any duties, 
throughout the Emperor s dominions.'' The benefits of this 
.concession would probably have been very doubtful, had 
his good fortune not followed him to Bengal, where he cured 
a favorite mistress of the Nawab, who in gratitude confirmed 
all his privileges, which were thus employed : — " The gener- 
ous surgeon did not in his prosperity forget his former 
employers, but advanced the Company's interests, by con- 
triving that lj.is privileges should be extended to them. 
Having done so, he wrote an account of his success to the 
factory of Surat, and the next year a profitable trade was 
opened in the rich provinces of Bengal." 

The natural advantages of Bombay did not escape the 
notice of ‘ the Company, who hoped to gain possession of it 
as early as 1627. In that year," writes the Rev. Mr. 
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Anilci-son, a joint expedition of Dutch and English ships, 
under the command of a Dutch General, Harman Van 
Speult, had sailed from Surat with the object of forming an 
establishment here, as well as of attacking the Portuguese 
in the Red Sea. This plan was defeated by the death of 
Van Speult, but in 1G53 the President and Council of Surat 
again brought the subject under the consideration of the Di- 
rectors, pointing out how convenient it would be to have 
some insular ^and fortified station, which might be defended 
in times of lawless violence, and giving it as their opinion 
that for a consideration, the Portuguese would allow them to 
take possession of Bombay and Basscin.” This suggestion, 
which was submitted to Cromwell, remained unacted upon. 
But in 1661, the Portuguese Government, upon the marriage 
of the Infanta Catherma with Charles II, eeded the long 
wished-for island to England as the Infanta’s dower. Ac- 
cordingly a fleet of five ships, under the Earl of Marlborough, 
arrived in the Bombay harbour on the 18th September of 
that year, to take possession. 

But the Portuguese were unwilling to resign a place so 
richly endowed by nature, and refused the English demands. 
Marlborough, not having* the means of reducing the place, 
was compelled to leave the island and return to England. 
After Marlborough’s departure the Portuguese permitted 
Cook, (who commanded the few soldiers remaining, of the 
body that had been brought out,) to occupy the place, but 
subject to most humiliating terms. The government being 
dissatisfied with Cook’s proceedings. Sir Gervase Lucas was 
appointed, in 1666, in his room, who soon brought the Por- 
tuguese into good behavior, but he died on the 21st May of 
the following year. He was succeeded by Captain Gary. ^ 

The island not having proved commensurate with the 
expectations of the king, he made it over by royal charter to 
the Honorable Company, “ in foe and common soccage, as 
of the manor of East Greenwich, upon payment of an annual 
rent of £10 in gold on the 30th of September in each year.” 
On receipt of the copy of the charter in 1668, Sir George 
Oxenden, then president of Surat, was appointed governor 
of Bombay. The island was soon found to be of importance, 
its military strength was increased, and fortifications built to 
guard the harbour and the settlement. 

In 1672 the island was invaded by the Siddees, a 
powerful and dangerous neighbouring people, whose depre- 
dations were after a time put a stop to by force and arrange- 
ment. * 
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Some idea of the absurdities of the times may be drawn 
from the pomp with which the president used to move about. 
Rev. Mr. Anderson, from whose work these details are ob- 
tained, writes — “ He had a standard bearer and body guard, 
composed of a sergeant and a double file of English soldiers. 
Forty natives also attended him. At dinner, each course 
Was ushered in by a sound of trumpets, and his ears were 
regaled by a band of music. Whenever he left his private 
rooms, he was preceded by his attendants with silver wands. 
On great occasions, when he issued from the factory, ho 
appeared on horseback, or in a palanquin, or a coach drawn 
by milk white oxen. Led horses with silver bridles follow- 
ed, and an umbrella of state was carried before him.” This 
pomp and extravagance the Directors wisely strove to check, 
and they distinctly informed their president that it would 
afford them much greater satisfaction were he to suppress 
euch unmeaning show and ostentation. And the more effec- 
tually to compass their wishes, they reduced his salary to 
three hundred pounds a year, and dignified him simply with 
the title of agent. 

The expence of fortifying Bombay not having been 
covered by the revenue, the Company became burdened 
with debt, and determined to reduce the number of their 
military, and consequently the entire establishment was 
reduced to two lieutenants, two ensigns, four sergeants, four 
corporals and a hundred and eighty privates. No batta was 
to be paid the detachment at Surat ; the troop of horse was 
disbanded, and Keigwin, its commandant, dismissed the 
service.” 

Keigwin, who was a man of energy and decision, 
forthwith went to England and remonstrated against such 
unjust and impolitic proceedings, and made such an impres- 
sion on the Court of Directors that ho was invited to return 
and lend the aid of his experience to the Company in their 
embarrassed position. He immediately complied, and would 
doubtless have arranged everything satisfactorily, but to his 
chagrin, in twelve months after his return, he found the 
Home authorities had revoked a portion of his official con- 
trol, and reduced his pay to a miserable pittance. Disgusted 
with such treatment, and having a strong public sympathy, 
he declared his* secession from the Company and that the 
inhabitants of Bombay were subjects only of the king of 
England. In this declaration he was supported by the ma- 
jority of the residents, ‘‘When the intelligence reached 
England that Bombay had revolted and the president had 
not been afile to reduce it to order, the king commanded the 
Court of Directors to appoint a Secret Committee of Enquiiy, 
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XTpon their report His Majesty sent a mandate under his 
sign manual to Keigwin, requiring him to deliver up the 
island, and offering a general pardon to all except the ring- 
leaders. It was further declared that if Keigwin and hia fol- 
lowers offered any resistance, all should be denounced as rebels 
and traitors.” 

At the same time a reward was offered for Keigwin 
and his associates. Harsh measures were however rendered 
unnecessary by the immediate recognition of the king’s 
authority by the whole of the population. Keigwin having 
obtained a promise of free pardon for himself and supporters, 
surrendered the island to Sir Thomas Grantham on the 12th 
November 1684. “ Such was a revolt which happily began 

and ended without bloodshed. Alarming as it was and 
dangerous to the existence of Anglo-Indian power, it forms 
an episode in our history of which we are not ashamed. 
Keigwin emerges from the troubled sea of rebellion with a 
reputation for courage, honor and administrative capacity : on 
the other hand, the clemency of the Crown and Company is 
worthy of all admiration.” Some few cases of hardship 
wore doubtless experienced, but upon the whole it was a 
bold sedition, nobly forgiven and terminated in a juster treat- 
ment of the officials, without compromising the integrity of 
the Company. 

Upon the suppression of Keigwin’s rebellion. Sir John 
Wyburn was despatched as deputy governor to Bombay. 
But John Child, the governor, finding the new deputy too 
independent to lend himself to the perpetration of the vari- 
ous schemes of aggression which had been concocted by Sir 
Josiah Child and his brother Directors at home, means were « 
employed for depriving Wyburn of his appointment, but 
fortunately he did not live to experience that mortification. 

The aggression here referred to was the first attempt on 
the part of the Company to exercise authority over or dictate 
terms to the native rulers. With this intent Bombay was 
ordered to bo fortified as strongly as money could make it, 
and the Court of Directors pompously announced that they 
wore determined to make war, not only on the Nawab of 
Bengal, but in the sequel, upon the Emperor himself. Nor 
was this sufficient,” says the writer from jv^hom we have 
quoted ; " they actually ordered their general to seize the 
goods of the king of Siam, Bantam and Zombi as reparation 
for injuries received.” 

The Emperor Aurungzebe naturally became indignant 
at these threats, at several piratical acts of the English on 
the coast of Bengal, and still more so when he learnt that 
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his governor at Surat had been insulted by the British au- 
thorities, Upon demanding from Child some explanation, 
the latter instead of entering on such, in his turn made nu- 
merous demands from the governor of Surat, who, thereupon 
on the 26th December 1688, ‘‘seized and imprisoned the 
factors, Harris and Gladman, and ordered all the goods of 
the Company to be sold, and offered a large reward to any 
one who would take Child, dead or alive.” The general 
having failed by negotiation to obtain the release of Harris- 
and Gladman, now exhibited his real character and captured 
several native ships, besides forty vessels laden with provi- 
sions for the Mogul army. Besides which he behaved with 
great arrogance to his admiral the Siddee, “ and told him 
jdainly that if his fleet ventured to sea,, he would assume* 
their intentions as hostile and deal with them as enemies.” 
Instead however of carrying out this threat, and adopting 
means for securing the safety of Bombay, he merely acted, 
upon the defensive. 

“ With an unaccountable infatuation the English 
governor had neglected to strengthen the fortifications 
of Bombay, although the Court of Directors had so urgent- 
ly reminded him that this was necessary ; and on the 14th* 
February 168d, the Siddee landed at Sewri with twenty or 
twenty-five thousand men, and at one o’clock in the morning' 
three guns from the castle apprized the inhabitants of their 
danger. Then might be seen European and Native women 
rushing with their children from their houses, and seeking 
refuge within the fort. Next morning the Siddee marched 
to Mazagon, where was a small fort mounting fourteen guns,. 
*which the English abandoned with such haste, that they left 
behind them eight or ten chests of treasure, besides arms- 
and ammunition. Hero the Siddee established his head 
quarters, and dispatched a small force to take possession of 
Mahim fort also deserted. The following day the enemy 
advanced, and the general ordered Captain Penn with two- 
companies to drive them back, but he and his little party 
were defeated. Thus the Siddee became master of the whole 
island, with the exception of the castle, and a small tract 
extending about half a mile to the southward of it. He 
raised batteries on Dongari Hill, and placed one within two 
hundred yards bf the fort. AJl persons on whom the Eng- 
lish authorities could lay hands were pressed into their 
service.” 

Thus passed the months from April to September ; and 
provisions j-an scarce ; but when the monsoon was over,. 
“ the Company’s cruizers, being able to put to sea, were so 
successful in capturing vessels and supplies belonging to the 
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Mogufs sixbjeeis, tliat (J^stress was alleviated.” Still the 
dangcT* was irninincnt. The Siddeo’s army had been increased 
to forty thousand fighting men, ainl the English troops,, 
which never amounted to more than two thousand five 
hundred, dared not venture to meet them in the field. 

Childnow perceived that negotiation was his only resource, 
and that the most abject submission, would alone assuage 
the Emperor’s wrath. He accordingly despatched two (;n- 
voys, named Weldon and Novar, to the Mogul court. They 
were treated with the utmost indignity, and after much suf- 
fering were admitted to the Emperor’s presence as culi^rits, 
with their hands tied behind them. He listened to their 
entreaties, and at length consented to an accommodation, on 
condition “ that all monies due from tliem to his subjects 
should be paid ; that recompense should be made for such 
losses as the Moguls had sustained, and that the hateful Sir 
John (Jhild should leave India before the expiration of nine 
months.” Thus terminated this unfortunate act of bombast, 
by which the Company, both in money and reputation, was 
a severe sufferer, as well in England as in India. 

Harris, who with several other factors had been released 
after great sufferings, succeeded to the presidentship of 
Surat and governorship of Bombay, Ho was a weak, in- 
competent person, and was soon relieved of his appointment 
by Annesley Vaux, who after two years’ service, was himself 
dismissed for violating the law against interlopers. In 101)2, 
Captain (afterwards Sir John) Goldesborough was appointed 
Commissary General with- absolute powei'S. His d(jath in 
10.0-1 afforded an oj)eniiig for the appointment of Sir John 
Gciy(‘r, a man of good chara,ctcr ainl ability, but whose efforts 
were frustrated by events beyond his control. 

The conflicts between the old aiul new Companit's now 
commenced, and were carried on with unllinchiug tena.rit y. 
Mutual opposition ensued, and after severe los.ses on both 
sides, a compromise was eventually effected. The new 
Company managed to secure the servic(is of Waite, Pitt, 
Mather, Annesley and Bourchier, who had been s('rva.nts of 
the old Company ; they wore men of groat (‘X[)ei i(‘ia‘e. and 
integrity, and now embarked zealously in the cstal>lislimojitH 
of their new employersi To the secessions *vcre added in 
loot), those of Mewso and Brooke, much to t he consternation 
of the president, Sir John Gayer; and this defection was 
speedily followed by the arrival of Sir Nicholas Waito as 
president of the new Company, on the 11 th January 1700. 

Gayer would not acknowledge Waite’s authoriCy, and for 
some time the greatest confusion reigned between the con* 
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teiulhig parties. This continued till the 28tli of December. 
•\vlieii Waite, incoiiseil at G.iyer’s contumacy, determined ‘Ho 
Rtriko a blow, which, it was hoped would be fatal to the ohi 
fac(,()ry. This was no less than the sei^juro, in February 
1701, of Sir Joliu «and Lady Dayer, several factoi-s, their 
wives, children, soldiers and servants — in all one hundred 
and nine persons, who were kept in confinement for upwards 
of three years.” 

The following is an fcccount of the state of the gamsoa 
of Fort St. George on the 1st September 1746 : 

Europeans in Madras garrison, as by the muster rolls 300' 

Deduct — Poi tuguesc sentinels, vagabond deserters 
froTH the military and ships at Goa, the worst men 
in the world for the service at tliat time . . . 23* 

Lewis (^aldirra, a sentinel, a country Portuguiose I 

Anthony DeCruz Roll ier, ditto ... ,.. 1 

Jacob DeHozaiio and Micluiel DeEozario, two drum- 
mers, slave boys ... ... 2 

Hannibal Julian, a black sent from England ... 1 

Luke Scheilds, a Flemings in prison for correspond- 
ing with the French, and assisting the prisoners 
to escape ... ... ... ... 1 

Adrian Miller, deserted ... ... ... 1 

Sergeants upon the rolls, not in the service ... 13 

Sentinel, ditto ... ... ... ... 1 

Leaving men in garrison 2GG 

Deduct — In the hospital, as by the Surgeon's 
monthly report of Scf^tcmbcr 1st 174G, and his 
certificate ... ... ... 34- 

More who ought to have been there, old men 
and boys, at least ... ... ... 32 

Remains, exclusive of the twenty-three Portu- 
guese first mentioned, Europeans, sii])posod to be 
good and efiecti ve, British subjects aiul foreigners, 
including com missioned oflicers 200 



CHAPTER III. 


THE COMPANY’S COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS. 


At the comTncncemcnt of the Company’s commercial 
operations in India, the trade was not extensive ; but small 
as the Company’s power to trade was, limited as tlieir moans 
were, the profits were nevertheless large. It was not un- 
common to make 100 per cent, of profit on their capital; 
and in some cases it even exceeded that percentage. The 
extensiveness of the profits made it desirable that a stricter 
monopoly of trade should be secured by charter. Thus, on 
the accession of Charles, on the renewal of the cliarter, one 
of the provisions enacted that any Englisliman found trading 
without a license might be seized, impi’is())ie<l, and returned 
to England, Such was the commencement of that policy 
which for more than a century influenced the Covernment 
of India, That it was a policy which was not ])roductive of 
largti p('rmanoiit results may well be doubted ; for it was a 
policy which was based on the restrictive regulations of a 
monopoly, and not iqion those of a liberal or colonial trade. 

The early history of the East India Compaiiy’s trade 
shows how siK^cossful that policy provc‘d in the b(giiming. 
That grc'at dividends had been obtained, thc're cannot bo 
the slightest doubt. From tlni debates in the Houses of 
rarlianunt, from the journal of the House of Commons, from 
the many pam])hlets which were jmblished at that time on 
the statistics of the trade with the East Indies, those gains 
might have been said to be almost incredible. In the year 
1()7(), so large had these been, that eve?y shareholder and 
stockholder of the old East India Coni])any was })aid a 
premium which doubled the stock he held. The divich'nds 
rose ])roportionately. Twenty j)er cent, was not cojjsidei'c'd 
too high as an annual dividend. The Din'clors of th(M.)ld 
Com])any soon amass(id enormous wealth ; ra[)i(f fortunes were 
made, and speculations ran high, it lias Ikumi said that more 
than one wealthy merchant on the Royal Exchange hazarded 
the greater part of his fortune in East India shares. 

In the city of London, a large edifice, not so ^^t at ely as 
the subsequent house in Leadenhall Street, or so magnifi- 
cent as the pile of buildings which now look down on Saint 
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/James’ Park, was engaged by the Directors. The rooms 
were glocmy, the passages narrow. At present the India 
House might vie with any of those majestic buildings, with 
tlie exception of Buckingham Palace and the Houses of Par- 
liament, which surround it. Nevertheless in those dingy 
offices, for many years the great business of the Company 
was carried on. Treaties were signet^ with eastern potentates 
ruling over vast territories larger than many of the conti- 
nental states of Europe, and war commenced or peace con- 
cluded, with native chiefs governing races, semi-civilised it is 
true, but exceeding in numbers twenty times the population 
of England. 

The old traditionary and commercial policy of the 
East India Company is now as much a thing of the past 
as the old building in Leadenhall Street with its quaint 
facade of the Elizabethan period, and its still quainter ligure- 
head and sign. From the period of the Mutiny in 1857 we 
have drifted from an old into a new state of things. There 
has been a fusion of the Indian into the Imperial Govern- 
ment. The Indian army hjis become a part of the Itiqierial 
army. Even the departments of the old India House have 
.merged into departments of the great Imperial establishment. 

The new administration required a building worthy of an 
Imperial office, and that it has one worthy in every way as 
a state) office for a great empire, will not be doubted by those) 
who have visited the present building. The architecture is 
as imposing when viewed from outsiele as its elecoratioiis 
are' graceful insiele. JJie largo tewer, the gincofiil laendo as 
viewed from Charles Street or the Park, the Doric columns 
auel pilasters of the lower story, the red Pelerh(‘nel granitic 
Ie)nic columns of the second story, the bases of the columns 
of red Mnnsfield stone, its long line of conidors and graceful 
Corinthian cornice, have placoil this building among the 
most graceful of modern architectural structures. Nor is 
the interior loss worthy of admiration. The grand staircase 
loading up from the Charles Street entrance has four of the 
linost statues which the old East India House could offer. 
Leading from the entrance may be seen Flaxman s well 
known statue of Warren Hastings. From it the eye may 
easi ly wander the admirably sculptured statues of Wellesley, 
AV(‘llingt;Oii, Clive, and Eyre Coote. Nor are there wanting 
bas reliefs. Representations of Indian fruits and flowers 
may bo sc^cii among the architectural ornaments, while 
some striking incidents in Anglo-Indian histoiy appear in 
bold relikf — The signature of the treaty of Seringapatam — 
The surrender of the arms of the Sikh chiefs — The grant 



( 21 ) 


^of the Deccan to Clive, and the llecoption of the Ambassa- 
-•dor deputed by Queen Elizabeth at the Court of the Abigul. 

It is curious to note that not only the old statuary wliie.h 
had decorated the East India House in Leadeiihail street, 
but also much of the old furniture, is still retained at the new 
India Office. The Secretary of State sits in that chair 
from which years ago, the Directors of the old East India 
Company thanked Clive and Hastings for the great and 
distinguished services rendered by them in the East. 

At the time, however of which we arc writing, the Ciun- 
pany’s office in the city of London was small and unpretending ; 
and its trade-returns during the first decade, tliough highly 
promising, bore no comparison to its future magnificent "pro- 
portions. 

But to resume. It was not long before a rival Company 
started into being; and the two companies obstructcMl each 
other ; injured each other; maligned each other. And the 
character of the nation su fibred in tlie eyes of tlie pi inces 
and jieople of India. The establi.shment of tlie new C'oni- 
pany in Dowgate, which held its sittings in Skimu'r’s Hall, 
at first proved nearly fatal to the interests of the ti’ade with 
the East Indies. But the old Compiiny had wisely j)redietc‘d 
that such a contest could not last long, although tluy did 
not foresee the manner in which it would bc^ brought to a 
close. 

In 1036 Sir William Courtond obtaiiu'd from Cliailes 
I. a license to engage in the India.n trade, and ibrtliwith 
Captain Weddel and Mr. Alountney weixi desjiatclu'd to 
Surat, on behalf (»f the new Company of Rb'rchajits trading 
to the East. The jiresident and council of Surat at first 
opposed the assumption of th(‘se gentlemen, but wer(' iit 
length obliged to yield on the recei])t of a coninmnieation 
from the Secretary of State. From this time unt il tlu? }('a,r 
1G50, the spirit of contention embittered the olllcHas of belli 
corjioratioiis, which militated against their working to ad- 
vantage. A compromise was efibeted between them, and the 
two companies, sinking their animosities and making ar- 
rangements about their stocks, Avero consolidated into one; 
and in the year 1702 the “ United Company of M(‘rchants 
trading to the East Indies’* was prospect ivaTly incorporated 
under the Great Seal. 

Matters were finally concluded, and an agreement was 
entered into by the two companies on the 2l)th Si'ptmnber 
1708, and a new governor Avitli the title of gi^nuu-al was 
elected, and a council for Bombay — Aislabic being the 
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with Proby, R(‘n(l;ill, Goodsluiw, Wyohe, Mildinay, 
Pooiic iui<l Oakley as members ef council. 

Whilst the affidrs of tlic two associatioiivS were being 
wouikI ii]), preparatory to their practical incorporation as 
oiui joint stock, all sorts of outrages were committed. 'I'here 
was no law, there was no dc^cency. Tlie revenue fell off 
The administration was at a stand-still. They were evil 
days for tbe dignity of Indian adventure. But vs hen in J709 
the Unitt'd Company were fairly in operation — a brighter day 
bc'gan to <lawn, the trade of the Company revived, and their 
administrative affairs recovered something of order and 
regularity. 

The union of the two Companies is an epoch which 
properly closes the early history of the British in India. 
Prom this time the United (kanpany commenced a new and 
Wonderful career, past struggle's had left it in a static of 
exhaustion, its advance wa.s at first feelde and tardy. But 
it nevi'i* receded a step, nevt'r even luilted. Movement im- 
parted fresh health, and it ac<piired stnuigth by ])rogress. 

From this time, up to the eventful day wlu'u Robert 
Clive, '‘in the heavy turbnn and loose trousers of a Mogul,” 
('scaped from Madras to Pondicherry, and turned his back lor 
ever on the drudgery of the dt'sk, no very noticeable events, 
b(‘aring u])on the progress of English government in India,, 
])resent theiusdvc'S for sp(‘(*ilic mention. I kit grc'at events 
wi'ii', now hurrying th(‘ English into an open nia,ni testation 
of national ])(jwer, aiid their ti'rritorial })oss('Ssioi]s, from 
obscure farms, were fast swelling into rich i>riiiei]>alities. 

Clive and bis little army a])peared before Fort William, 
and the }X)WiT of the Soubadar of lhaigal Avas broken by a 
handful of English strang(‘7’s. The Enajch, Avlio had bi'c'ii con- 
tending with us for the Eun^jH'an mastmy of the southern 
coast of India, had taught us how to diseii)liue the native's 
of the country, and we had learned that these hireling tro(>ps 
would be true to the hand that gave them their salt. 

The first great battle ever fought by tlie English in 
India, placed Bengal at our feet. In a little while, tbe 
Dewannee or administration of the ]»rovinces of Bengal, 
llehar and Orkssa, with all their wealth, was placed at onr 
disposal by a power no lojiger able to stcmi the irresistible 
tide oi European domination; and territorial revemue now 
began to take a substantial j)Iaco in the considerations of tlie 
East India Company, and to attract the delicate regards of 
the Crowif. 



CHAPTER IV, 


ANCIENT CALCUTTA. 


The Portiiguoso, Dutch, French and English merchants 
had long res(jrt(id to India for honorable trade and lawl'ul 
gain ; communities of each of tliese nations had been 
established on coasts and receivcnl such protcKdion as 
c{3\ild be given by the rulers of the land, who, though tluun- 
selves ])robably despising the peaceful arts of commerce, 
were not blind to tlie advnntages thc‘y should derive from this 
enterprising spirit in others. Tlie principal portion of the 
cargoes n'turned to Europe consistt‘d of silk and c(‘tton ma- 
nufactures. Agencies or factoric's were established ibr the 
collection and storage of these products, against tlie arj’ival 
of the ships, so that cargoes should Ikj ready to be at once 
shipped. Unhappily it was needful to protect these Eu- 
ropean factories, not only from the violence of native ma- 
rauders, but^ from the aggressions and attacks of rival 
companies of other European nations. The French and 
English coTiipanies in particular long kept up an arduous 
struggle; and aided by their respective governmemts, canh'd 
on senseless animosities and destructive ([uarrels. And as 
there was a French factor) at Ohandernagore on the Hoogh- ' 
ly, not many miles distant from 1-ho English Factory at Fort 
William, the nucleus of Calcutta, and a Dutch factory at 
Chiiisurah, on the same liver, only two miles from Cluindm- 
nagore, there might seem to he additional need that the 
Eiigdish should place and keep their owiilactory in a state of 
defence. 

This was the origin of the English Factory on the 
banks of tlie ITooghly ; it was fortilitid and had a small gar- 
rison for its defence ; around the fortified factory was gi'adu- 
ally gathered a number of houses which wove occupied by 
peaceable European merchants and traders, a, ml tlie lints of 
natives who were employed by the Euro])eans or traded with 
them. 

Another small factory had been established by the 
English at Cossimbazar, a town on the Hooghly, more than 
a hundred miles higher up the country, and close to Moor- 
shodabad, the capital of the Mohamedan sovereign of three 
large and fair provinces in the plains of India. 
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A writer in 1756 thus speaks of Calcutta: — ''The bank 
of the Hooi»hly was lined on either side of the Fort, with 
large and handsome houses, built and inhabited by the chief 
among the English factors ; and in the rear were several 
e(|ually large and imposing habitations belonging to opulent 
baboos, or native merchants ; but the native town consisted 
of thatched huts — some composed of mud, and others of 
bamboos and mats, all uncouth and mean ; the streets were 
dirty, narrow and crooked, whilst a pestilential swamp, close 
at hand, filled the air with sickly exhalations.” The tract 
now covered by tlie palaces of Chowringhee, then contained 
only a few miserable huts thatched with straw ; a jungle, 
abandoiKKl to water fowl and alligators covered the site of 
the present citadel, and the course, which is now daily 
crowded at sunset with the gayest equipages of Calcutta. 

In April 1686, a new charter was granted to the (Com- 
pany, confirming all their former ])rivileges and furtlnu- 
empowering them to erect courts o[‘jndic;itiire, to exercise 
martial law, and coin money at a mint of their own. 

In 1699 the villages of Chuttanuttcc (or Calcutta) and 
Govindpore were granted to the Company. Sir Chailes Eyre 
was sent out as chief agent in Bengal, with instructions to 
build a fort, which in honor of the rm'gning monarch, was 
called Fort William. But at this time Bengal held the 
lowest place in the scale, and was subordinate to the presi- 
dency of Madras. In 1681-2 Bengal was established as a 
distinct agency, with instructions to communicate immedi- 
ately with the Court of Directors. This annngement did 
not however last long. The chief agent, who had been sejit 
out directly by the Court, mismanaged affairs and miscon- 
ducted himself; and Bengal was accordingly brought back 
to its old subordination to Madras. About the same time 
Bombay was constituted an independent settlement, and in 
l()85-86 it was erected into the chief seat of British pow(‘r 
in the East Indies, whilst Surat, with a subordinate agcait 
and council, was reduced to a factory. 

In the year 1715 the English settlements in Bengal 
were erected into an iudependcmt presidency under the name 
of the presidency of Fort William; and about ten years 
afterwards a mayor’s court was established at Calcutta, which 
Irad become the chief place of our trade in that part of the 
world. 

The records of the Mayors’ court (says Kaye) contain some 
curious rllustrations of the morals and manners of the early 
settlers, and of the natives, Portuguese and Indians, who 



( 25 - Y 

clustered round them at the presidenoy. The people in' 
whose cases they adjudicated were for the most part public 
or private servants of the settlers themselves, or i)eople 
connected with the shipping in the ports. 

The court carried on all kinds of business. It was at 
oncea civil, a criioinal, amilitary and a prerogative court. It 
proceeded with V(‘ii>arkablc promptitude and despatch, from 
the proving of a will to the trial of a murderer; from the 
settlement of a dispute regarding the sale of a slave girl, to 
the punishment of a drunken trooper or an^ extortionate 
witch. Flogging was the usual remedy prescribed. It was 
one of general application, and fell with the greatest im- 
partiality on all offenders, old and young, male and female 
alike. 

An attem])t was made to hwy a duty of 5 per cent, on 
the sah; of Furoptians’ liouscs. A Captain Durand iinnly 
r(dus(‘d to pay the duty unless obliged to do so by decree of 
the Mayor’s court. Dut Captaiii Durand was not alone in 
tlie opiK)siti()u, the levy of the duty creatcMl universal cla- 
mour,” and luujce the Couit in 1757 tliouglit it advisable to 
reliu([uisli it, “as wo do assure you and in course all the 
inhabitants of Calcutta-, that w'(' luivc a tender regal'd to 
tlnar easi^ and do th(*rcfore coiistmt that the said duty bo 
laid aside. At the same time,” continued the Court of Di- 
rectors ill their despatch, “wo cannot avoid taking notice of 
the insolent bvjhavior of Captain Durand as tending to such 
a contempt of our authority as ought never to be borne. 
y<uir denying him therefore the Company’s protection w*as" 
a very pr<)p(T m(‘asnre, more (‘sp(jcially as w^e know of no 
iicciKio h(3 has ever had to reside in aii}' place in India.” 
!Tol\v(dl proposed in Council that Ca])t.ain Durand should 
get twT*nty-four hours noticui to leave foi Fim>Iaiul, tlmugh 
be had largo concerns in trade, but tlie Cy^)ulu•il (h'cichvl that 
lie slioiild be sent home with the ships of the S(', non. At 
this period the Com])any refusi'd to allow Mr. l^laistoad, a 
civil servant, to njturn to Bengal afbn* going on furlough to 
England, on account of “ a turbulent tenpierand unlH‘(*oniiiig 
behavior, lessening the Government in tin* eyes of the wliole 
settlement.” 

It may be interesting to note the salarioJi giv(m to the 
covenanted servants of the Company at that time (1757): — 
Hoii’ble Roger Drake, Ilsfi-, re(*('ive(l £:100 pea* annum ; 
Chaplain Rev. Mr. (mbbo X50 ; Senior mer<*ha.uts £10; 
Junior merchants £•>(); Factors XJ 5 ; Doc I ors £»S(j ; Write ts 
£ 5 per annum. The.se salan(‘s waav paid eve ay montlis. 
All servants however had other pe^npiisites, and hence the 
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delay in the receipt of their salaries was not so inconvenient. 
Private trade was generally indulged in, and this brought in 
far more profitable returns than their regular allowances. 

The English factory was first founded therefore before the 
year 1690, and a considerable town had sprung up around it. 
But very few features of old Calcutta can be traced in the 
modern city. The sites of some of the principal buildings 
are known, but only to the antiquarian. 

The oldest of several old epitaphs in Calcutta is, most 
fittingly indeed, that of the founder of our City of Pa- 
laces,'’ — the venerable Job Charnock, who is succinctly de- 
scribed by Orme as a man of courage, without military 
experience, but impatient to take revenge on a Government, 
from which he had personally received the most ignominious 
treatment, having been imprisoned and scourged by the 
Nawab. Captain Hamilton, who was travelling in this 
country at the time that Charnock wjis living, says that ho 
was harsh in the extreme in his treatment of the natives, 
which may be ascribed to the sufferings he had undergone 
at their hands. 

. He could not, however, have been very rigorous with all 
natives, for the beautiful young Hindoo widow whom he 
rescued as she was about to become Hati^ and appropriated to 
himself, he appears to have tenderly loved whilst living, 
and according to Captain Hamilton, deeply lamented 
when dead, sacrificing a fowl, it is said, at her tomb on 
every anniversary of her death as long as ho lived, which 
would appear to show that she must have become a Moslem 
when she was cast out from the pale of Hindooism; and 
this is likely enough, for the natives prefer to belong to any 
caste rather than to none. The incident alluded to is said 
to have occurred on the banks of the Hooghly about the 
year 1678. 

On another epitaph, said to be found several yearn 
ago in the same i)lace, on the tomb-stone of ‘‘Joseph 
Townshend, a Pilot of the Ganges," this romantic episode 
in the life of Charnock is most (piaintly related. Although 
that tomb-stone bears a date subsequent to the seventeentli 
century, the 24th June 1788, yet, as it relates to Charnock, 
and is on the' whole mosfc curious, we ought not to omit 
it here. The poetic effusion, for it is in doggrel verse 
proceeds in this wise : 

J>0 slipped my cable, messmates, Tm dropping down with the tide ; 

1 have my sailing orders while ye at anchor ride. 

And nhver, on fair June morning, have I put out to sea, 

With clearer conscience, or better hope, oi heart more light and free. 
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Shoultlcr to shoulder, Joe my boy, into the crowd like n wedge I 

Cut with the hangers, messmates, but do not strike with the edge ! 

Cries Charnock, * Scatter the faggots ? Double that Brahmin in two ! 

The tall pale widow is mine, Joe the little bro\^n gild’s for you/ 

Young Joe (you’re nearing sixty) why is your hide so dark ! 

Katie has fair soft blue eyes — who blackened yours ? Why hark ? 

The morning gun. Ho steady. The arquebuses to me ; 

I’ve sounded the Dutch High Admiral’s heart as my lead doth sound 

the sea. 

Sounding, sounding the Ganges < ^floating down with the tide, 

Moor me close by Charnock, next to my nut-brown bride, 

My blessing to Kate at Fairlight — Holwell, my thanks to you, ^ 

Steady ! - We steer for Heaven through scud drifts cold and blue.” 

Previous to 1684-5 the trade of the Company in Ben- 
gal had been subject to repeated interruptions from the 
caprice of the Viceroy and the machinations of his under- 
lings. The seat of the Factory was at Hooghly, then the 
port of Bengal, which was governed by a Mahomedan oflScer. 
called the Fouzdar, who had a large body of troops under 
his command, and possessed supreme authority in the place. 
The Company’s establishment was therefore completely at 
his mercy, and their officers had no means of resisting ex- 
actions or resenting insult. The Court of Directors, thus 
constantly reminded of the disadvantages of their position, 
naturally became anxious to obtain the same freedom from 
interference in Bengal which they enjoyed at Madras a nd 
Bombay, where their settlements were fortified, and the 
circumjacent lauds were und(3r their command. They ac- 
cordingly instructed their president to demand of the N awab, 
and through him the Great Mogul, a grant of land where 
they might establish wareKbusos and erect fortifications. 

While this demand was under consideration the oj)pression 
of the native government brought matters to a point. The 
pykars or contractors, at Cossimbazar, were a lakh and a 
half of rupees in debt to the Comijany’s agents, and refused 
to furnish new supplies for the investment without a fresh 
advance of half a lakh of rupees. Charnock refused to 
comply with the demand, Tho contractors appealed to tli(3 
Nawab, who decided in their favor. Charnock however still 
remained firm ; and a very exaggerated representation was 
sent to the Emperor of the refractory behavior of the Eng- 
lish. All their trade was at once stopped, and their ships 
were sent away half empty. • 

When intelligence of these events reached England, the 
Comiiany communicated it to James the Second, and that 
monarch sanctioned their resolution to go to war with the 
Great Mogul and to establish themselves by force in his 
dominions. They accordingly sent out a large armament, 
consisting of ten ships, of from 12 to 70 guns, under Captain 
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'NiclioLson. Six companies of Infanti*y were sent at tTie 
isanie time The orders of the Directors were that their 
officers should take and fortify Cliittagong with 200 pieces 
• of cannon, and make it the seat of their commerce ; and tliat 
they should march up against Dacca, then the capital of 
Bengal, and capture it; wild ambitious schemes which were 
1 never carried out, or indeed commenced. 

A part only of the fleet arrived at Hooglily ; but while 
the T^resident was waiting for the remainder, an affray was 
caused by throe soldiers on 28th October 1G8G, at Hooghly, 
which brought on a general engagement. Nicholson bom- 
barded the town, and burned 500 houses, and spiked all the 
guns in the -batteries ; and the Fouzdar begged for an ar- 
finisticc, to ^gain time. During the truce, the Company’s 
•officers reflected upon their position, in an optui town like 
Hooghly, .and resolved to abandon it. Instead however, of 
obeying the orders they had received from home of procecid- 
ing to Chittagong, they retired to Chuttanuttee, a little 
below the Dutch factory at Jlarnagore, where they landed r)ii 
the 20th November 1G8G, and the English flag was for the 
first time planted in the spot destined to become the capihd 
‘ of a great empire. 

The histoiy of the subse<picnt year is obscure, owing to 
the loss of the vessels which took home the despatches ; but 
we gather that the Mahomedan general soon after arrived at 
Hooghly with an army, and that the Company’s agents con- 
strued this into a br(‘ach of tho^ armistice, and ' jnoceeded 
forthwith to plunder Tcviinah, and every ])lace wliich lay 
between it and the island of Ingolee, which thi'y took anil 
fortified. Though our troo])s began to die by scores (d'jungh^ 
fever, on that fat.al island, Chaniock obstinately continued 
to occupy it. Not long after he buriieil Balasore, and cap- 
tured forty Mogul ships. Notwithstanding these injnri(‘S 
inflicted on the Mahomedan power, Charnock appears to have 
applied to the Nawub for an order to re-establish the out- 
factories of Cossimbazar and Dacca, and for the cession of 
xOolooberya, sixteen miles below Calcutta, and in this he was 
successful. 

Meanwhile, the Court of Directors sent out the most 
peremptory prohibition of any comju’omiso with the native 
government, and repeated their resolution to maintain the 
war with vigor. They accordingly dispatched a hot-heade<l 
man of the name of Heath, in command of the 
frigate, with a hundred and sixty men, either to assist in 
the war‘' if it still continued, or to bring away their whole 
^establishment if a truce had been made with the enemy. 
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Jleath arrived in 1688, and sailed to Rilasore roads ; and 
though a firman had arrived for the re-establishincnt of 
British commerce on a favorable footing, he landed his men, 
stormed the batteries of Balasore and plundered the place. 
He then embarked the whole body of the Company’s ser- 
vants, and sailed across the bay to Chittagong, opened a 
negotiation with some Rajah in Arracan, and without waiting 
for his reply, sailed away to Madras, where he landed the 
whole of the Company’s establishment. Thus this prema- 
ture attempt of the Company to obtain a footing by force 
dn Bengal, and to maintain their position by the terror of 
their arms, ended in the entire loss of their commerce and 
the abandonment of all their establishments in the province. 

The year 1737 brought with it a great calamity. The 
Gentleman's Gazette of that year says — In the night of the 
11th October 1737, there happened a furious hurricane at 
the mouth of the Ganges, which reachiHl sixty leagues up 
the river. There was at the same time a vioh'iit eartlujuake, 
which threw down a great many Ijouses along tln^ rivcu- side ; 
in Golgota (/. e, Calcutta) alone, a port belonging to tlui 
English, two hundred houses were thrown down, and the 
high and magnificent steeple of the Englisli church sunk 
into the ground without breaking. It is com])ut(‘d that 
20,000 shi[)s, barques, sloo[)S, boats, canoes, etc., have betm 
cast away ; of nine English ships thou in the Gauge's, c'ight 
were lost, and most of the crew drowned. Bare pu's of sixty 
tons were blown two leagues up into land ov('r tluj to])S of 
high trees; of four Dutch shi])s in the river, Ihri'ci were lost, 
with their men and cargoes ; 300,000 souls lire said to ha,ve 
])erished. The water rose forty feet higher than usual in the 
Ganges. 

W(i may note hero some of the localities of ancient Cal- 
cutta which do not now exist. 

0])]X)site the Tirctta Bazar stood the house of Mr. (I 
Weston (after whom We.ston’s Lane was nanu'd ) ; wIk'h he 
lived there in 1740, the hou.se was in the midst of a large' 
green, which could have borne Avitness to numy benevolent 
deeds by its liberal hearted owner. Mr. Weston lu'ie ga,vo 
away Rs. 1600 monthly to the poor with liis own hand, and 
at his death he left one lakh of rupees as a fund for the 
benefit of the needy. 

In the “ Consultations” of Government, dated 20th 
November 1752, the following appears : — “ Perrin’s Garden 
being much out of repair and of no use to any of the Co- 
venanted servants, agreed to sell it at public outcry on 
Monday, 11th December next.” Perrin’s Garden, Mr. Long 
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tolls US, seems to have been tv hat the Eden gardens am 
now — the promenade of Calcutta, but for Company’s ser- 
vants only ! It was sold to Mr. Holwell for Rs. 2500. 

The old Government House at Police Ghat, after the 
erection of the new abode for the President on the restora- 
tion of Calcutta from the Mahomedans, was turned into a 
Bankshall, or Marine yard, and at the ghat in front of it, a 
dock yard was constructed in 1790 for the repair of pilot 
vessels; but it was disused and filled up in 1808. 

The ‘‘ Bread and Cheese Bungalow” is mentioned in an 
auctioneer’s advertisement, in 1802, as being “ situated in 
Dhie Entally, Mouzah Sealdah. on the right hand side of 
the road leading from Calcutta to Balliaghaut, on the salt 
water lake.” On this spot stood afterwards a police chokey. 
The whole of the ground now has been taken up by the 
railway station of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

In 1757 a Jail stood on the spot whore the Lall Bazar 
and Chitpoor roads cross each other. After the taking of 
Chandornagore, the French prisoners then captured were 
confined in this jail. On the 18th December 1757, these 
prisoners made their escape by digging under the walls. 
As late as the jiresent century the ground near it was used 
for public executions. 

The burying ground which was situated in the middle 
of the town, was ordered in September 1700, to l)e no longer 
used as a place of sepulture, and a new cemetery was cliosen 
in a more convenient situation. This was the site on which 
the cathedral or the present 8t. John’s church was built. 
Probably over 12,000 corpses had been interred in this bury- 
ing ground, since 1098. 

The old Council House, which stood in Council House 
Street, was pulled down in the early part of 1800. 

Ilammam Lane or Warm Bath Lane wae somcwliero 
close to Cylive street. In this lane was a hous(^, west of the 
Police Office, where were warm baths, from which the lane 
took its name. 

The space between the Fort and Chandpal Ghat was 
formerly occupied with the Respondentia Walk, and adorned 
with trees, few* of which now remain. 

Wheler Place was named after Mr. Wheler, the Presi- 
dent of the Council, in 1 784, and formed part of what is 
now known as Government Place, West. From it issued a 
lane called Corkscrew Lane, leading to Fancy Lane. 

King’s Bench Walk ran along the Strand, where ths 
Bank of Bengal afterwards stood ; it was to the west of the 
old fort. 
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Theatre Road, not the pros(3nt road of that name, was 
at the back of Writers’ Buildings, and took its name from 
the theatre, which stood at the north west corner of Lyon s 
Range. 

Halber s Street issued from Circular Road, some dis- 
tance to the south of where Jaunbazar joins it. 

Ford Street proceeded ejistward from Chowringhee, over 
what is now called Sudder Street. 

Price s Street was named probably after Captain Price 
of the Hon’ble (Company’s Marine; it led from the Strand 
some distance to the south of the old fort. 

From an advertisement (in a paper of July 1792) of a 
house to let, wo learn that the said tenement was situated in 
Bond Street (formerly Old Post Office Street.) As the latter 
name and street exist, and the former name has passed into 
oblivion, we must suppose that the street which had been 
ohristened “ Bond!' reverted to its old name of ‘‘ Old Post 
Office” street. 

Omichund’s Garden, now Hulsee Bagan, was the head 
<{uarters of Suraj-o-dowdah in 17o7. Omichund was the 
great millionaire of his day, who by his influence could sway 
the political movements of the Court of Moorshedabad. 
During forty years he was the chief contractor for providing 
the Company’s investments, and realized more than a crore 
of rupees. He lived in this place with more than regal 
magnificence. Most of the best houses in Calcutta belonged 
to him. In 1757 the ground to the east of Omichund’s 
garden was the scene of hard fighting, when the English 
troops under Clive marched in a fog through Suraj-o-dowlali’s 
fortified camp. 

Opposite Baitakhana, in tlic south corner of Scald ah, 
■is the site of the house which formc<l the J()(;key Club and 
refreshment place of the Calcutta sportsmen, when in former 
days they went tiger and boai- hunting in the neighbourhood 
of Dum Dum. 

Tn 1740 the Mahrattas invaded Bengal. They laid 
waste the country from Balasorc to Rajmahal, and finally 
got possession, of Hooghly ; the wretched inhabitants took 
refuge in Calcutta, and the President obtaineef permission to 
sun’ouiid the Company’s lands with a ditch, to extend, from 
the northern portion of Chuttanuttee to Govindpore. The 
Mahratta ditch was dug in 1742, to protect the English 
territories, then seven miles in circumference ; the inhabi- 
tants being terrified at the invasions of the Mahra^ltas, who 
the year before invaded Bengal to demand the fourth part 
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of the revenues which they were said to be entitled to by 
treaty with the native rulers. The ditch was commenced 
at Chitpore bridge, but was not completed as the panic from 
the anticipated invasion had subsided. By the treaty of 
1757 with Meer Jaffer Ally, the latter agreed to give up to 
the English “ The Mahratta Ditch all round Calcutta, and 
six hundred yards all round about the ditch ; the lands to 
the southward of Calcutta, as low as Culpee, should be under 
the government of the English Company.” The country on 
the other side of the ditch was at that time infested by 
bands of dacoits. When the Marquis Wellesley, whose 
influence gave a great stimulus to the improvement of the 
roads, came to Calcutta, the “ deep, broad Mahratta ditch” 
existed near the present Circular Road. It was then com- 
menced to be filled up by depositing the filth of the town 
in it. “ The earth excavated in forming the ditch,” says a 
writer of that day, “ was so disposed on the inner or town- 
ward side, as to form a tolerably high road, along the margin 
of which was planted a row of trees, and this constituted 
the most frecpiented and fashionable part about town.” 
Another writer states with reference to this road in 1 802 — 
“Now on the Circular Road of Calcutta, the young, the 
sprightly and the opulent, during the fragrance of morning, 
in the chariot of health, enjoy the gales of recreation.” In 
1794 there were three houses in its length of three miles. 
As a nu‘ans of defence, the ditch was worthless, especially 
with a small garrison ; and for that reason, probably, it was 
not used by the English during the attack of Surai-o-Dow- 
lah in 1750. 

N(‘ar the Old Court House, or as we should now say,. 
iK'ar St. Andrews’ Church, in the north west corner of l^yoii’s 
Range, stood the theatre, which in the siege of 1750 was 
turned into a battery by the invading army, and annoyed 
the Fort very much. The theatre was generally servecl by 
amat(mr pcrform(‘rs. A ball room was attached to the 
building. “ Asiaticus” gives tis some humorous remarks on 
the dancing there : — “ The English ladies are immodoratc‘ly 
fond of dancing, an exercise ill calculated for the burning 
climate of Bengal. Imagine to yourself the lovely object 
of your aflPe(;tions ready to expire with heat, every limb 
trembling and every feature distorted with fatigue, and her 
partner with a muslin handkerchief in each hand omployiHl 
in the delightful office of wiping down her face, while the 
big drops stand impearled upon her forehead.” 
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Soon after Ibrahim Khan was appointed to tlio CJovorn- 
iiieiit of Bengal, he sent two invitations to Charuock to return 
with the Company’s establishment. He at length accepted 
the offer and landed at Chuttanuttee witli a large stock of 
goods ; and on the 27th April received a llrmaii in which the 
Emperor (Aurnngzebe) declared, “that it had been the 
good fortune of the English to repent of their past in t'gular 
proceedings,” and that he had given them liberty to fjade in 
Bengal without interruption. In lGf)l, we find Charriock 
residing in Chuttanuttee witli a hundred soldiers, but without 
either storehouses or fortifications. He dic'd the next year in 
January. His name is inseparably associated with the 
metropolis of British India, which he was accideiitally the 
iiistnnncuit of establishing ; but there dot's not appear to 
have been anything great or even remarkable in his character. 

On the death of Charuock, Sir John Coldsborough ca,nio 
up from Madras to Chuttanuttee, wh(u*e he found every thing 
in disorder, and none of the Company’s servants in ilio 
factory Avorthy of being entrusted with the charge of it. Hii 
therefore called Mr. Eyre up from Dacca, and ap])oii)ted him 
the Chief. In lG94-5the Court of Directors gave ordt'rs that 
(Jhuttanuttee should be considered the residence of their 
chief agent in Bengal; and directed that two or three 
adjoining villages should bedarmed. 

In 1G9G-7 happened the rebellion of the BurdAvan 
Zemindar, Sobha Sing, and all the disti ic.ts to the ea,st of tho 
river from Midnaporo to Rajmahl, Avere for a time alienated 
from tho government of the Viceroy. The foreign factories 
Avere threatened Avith exactions; and the En'iicli, Diifidi and 
English Chiefs solicited- permission to throw up I’ortilications 
ibr their own defence. The INaA\^‘lb^ gave thiun a geni'inl 
order to ])rovide for thc'ir safety, and they eag.'rly soi/ed th(', 
o])portunity of strengthening the Avorks Avliieh (lioy had 
])reviously erected by stealth. Such Avas tht' origin of Foit 
Custavus at (diinsurah, h\)rt William in Calcutta, and tlui 
French fort at Chaudernagi)re. 

In 1G98-9 the Chief at Chuttanuttee receivc'd a Xislrtii 
or order fi’om the Viceroy of Bengal for “ a, sett lonieiif ofllnar 
right at Chuttanuttee, on the basis of AvIiich thc'y rt'ijted the 
two adjoining villages of Calcaitta and ( ioviiidj)oi-e ” WIk'Ii 
intelligence of this event n'acdied the (^>nrL in London, thc'y 
onh'red that Calcutta shouhl be advtinc(‘d to tin* <lignity of 
a ]>i\*ddeiKW ; that the Bresuh'nt should (haw a, salary of 
200 rupees a mouth, AAuth an additional grat’aity of Us. 100 ; 
that he should be as, misled by a c<juucil of lour m(‘m{)e(S ; of 
Avhom the lir.st sliould be the Aceoiintani ; the second the 
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Warehouse Keeper; tho third the Marine Purser; and the 
fourth the Receiver of Revenues. It was iu this year, and 
under this new organization that the Fort, which had now 
been completed, was called Fort Willioin. 

An extract of a letter from Jugdea, near Dacca, dated 
16th November, is given in the “ Consultations” of the 4th 
December 1752 : — “ That as the time of the Mugs draws 
nigh, they request us to order the pinnace to be with them 
by the end of next month for the safe conveyance of their 
cloth, and a chest of good powder, with a lanthorn or two.” 
The Mugs were aborigines inhabiting tlie hills near Chitta- 
gong. Like the Highlanders they levied their black mail in 
their annual raids, infested the Sunderlmnd channels, and 
sometimes extended their piracies and plunderings as far as 
Budge Budge ; the Portuguese were at times their partners 
in their forays, which caused such terror, that about 1760 a 
chain was thrown by the Calcutta authorities across the 
river below Garden Reach, to prevent their vessels from 
coming up. 

Commerce seems, notwithstanding the disa'l vantages of 
position, to have grown up early, and witli it the usual 
accompaniment of luxury. In the letters of the Court of 
Directors, we find frequent complaints and reprobations 
under this head, and in 1725, Mr. D'- aie, tlio President, is 
severely reproved for having charged “ rupees oh^vou hundred 
for a chaise and pair” to the public account, which sum he 
is or<lcrcd immediately to refund. “ if our servants,” say tho 
Directors, '' will have such superiluitios, let them pay for 
them.” 

Despite of reprimands, howewer, habits of expense 
contiiiLUid, and in I7dl , we find ‘Mlie fo]>|)ery of having a 
set of music at his tahl(\ nnd a coach and six with guards 
and running footnu'u.” (harg('d against both tlio President, 
and “ some of inferior innk and as if tliis were not enough, 
it is broadly hinted that “ wlierovor sueh practice prevails 
ia any of our servants, Vvi* shall always expect that we are 
the paymasters in some shape or other.” 

The Court had, in 1754, signified to tho writoi'S their 
orders that tjiey should “ lay asido the expense of either horse, 
chair, or palankeen during their writershi]) the writers 
th"voupou petitioned '‘to be indulge<l in keeping a palankeen 
for such mouths of the year as tln^ excessive heats and 
viohuit rains make it impossible to go on foot without tho 
iilmosfe hazard of their healtli, wl)ieh would 1)0 subjected to 
many kinds (jf sickness wc‘ro tiivy obliged to disuse their 
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j)rvlankeens” Tho Calcutta Government supported their 
petition, which was agreed to. 

In despatch to the Court, dated 7th Decemher 1754, 
the Government note the arrival of several writers, whom 
they had stationed in the offices mentioned by the Court ; — 
and '' Agreed^' the despatch continues, “ that the servants, 
covenanted and military officers be advised of the Company’s 
orders with relation to their due attendance at chiuvli, ami 
required to give due obedience thereto. Agreed, that the 
covenanted servants be in future recommended to a frugal 
manner of living and altcnd the several offices from 9 to 12 
in the morning, and in tho afternoon when occasion be, that 
our business may bo more punctually carried on/^ 



CHAPTER V. 


CALCUTTA BESIEGED, 1756. 


About 1742 a successful revolution had placed the vice- 
royalty of the great provinces of Bengal, Orissa and Behar 
in the hands of a successful adventurer, of Afghnn race, 
named Ali Verdi Khan. Nominally this ruler held sove- 
reignty imdtu’ the Great Mogul of Delhi, but in reality ho 
was an independent and absolute monarch ; for the Mogul 
Empire had fallen, never to rise again — its power was de- 
parted, and the prince who was sea.ted ]:)recariously on its 
throne retained only the semblance of royalty. 

Under Ali Verdi s auspices the British factors and their 
servants, both at Calcutta and (^ossimbazar, dwadt in })ros- 
perity and safety. Ali Verdi, being aged and c;hildless, liad 
.adopted the son of one of his nephews, named Mi rza Maho- 
med, or Suraj-o-Dowlah, who was of a cral'ty, treaclunoiis 
and cruel (lis])osition, traits which soon showc'd tbemsedves 
after the death of Ali Verdi. Ali Verdis prime minister 
and Comman(ler-in-( Jhief was Meer Jailer. 

The subordinate government of ])acea liad been admi- 
nistercal by an uncle of SuraJ-o-Dowlah, wlio had died a 
short time before Ali Verdi Khan, llis dc'wan or treasurm-, 
not deeming his family or his [u’operty safe in Dacca, sent 
them away under the care of his son, named Kissendass, 
wh(^ solicited and found a temporary refuge in Calcutta. 
This gave olfeiice to Suraj-o-])owlah, who endeavored, but 
witlunit eftect, to [)ersuade Ali Verdi Khan that the English 
Avere actuated by hostile feelings toAvards him. The death 
of Ali Verdi on the 9th April 1756, leaving Suraj-o-Dowdah 
to pursue his own course, he addressed a letter to the Pre- 
sident of Calcutta requiring that Kissendass should be de- 
livered up to*him ; but this letter, Avhich reached Calcutta on 
the 14th April, was forwarded in a manner so extraordinary 
as to Avarrant suspicion of its authenticity. The bearer, 
disguised as a pedlar, came in a small boat, and on landing 
]>r».ceedod to the house of a iiatiA^e named Omichund, by 
Avhom he Avas introduced to the British authorities. The 
Briiish Council appear, on this account, to haA^c viewed the 
alleged communication li'om Suraj-o-Dowlah Avitli increased 
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41stnist, as a contrivance of Oniichuml to give himself im- 
portance; and the messenger was accordingly dismissed 
without an answer. 

On the return of the messenger Suraj-o-Dowlah at once 
made preparations to attack the English, and on the 22nd 
of May 1750, sent 3000 of his soldiers to invest the fort of 
Cossiinbazar. On the 1st of June Suraj-o-Dowlah himself 
made his appearance before the fort with 30,000 men. 

Our countrymen were ill prepared to meet his attack. 
They had originally come to Bengal only as merchants, and 
their fort was designed for the protection of their commerce, 
not for i*esisting the power of the princt‘S of the country, to 
whose haughty suite ranee they were indebted for their highly 
j)rizcd right to dwell and traflic in the land. 

But, for whatever purpose designed, their fort was now 
in disrepair. Arrangements to restore and strengthen it had 
Been for years under consideration, but had been frustrated 
by the sickness or death of the engineers charged with the 
important duty. 

On the 4th Juno the fort was given up and })lund(‘red. 
The soldiers who formed tin* garrison were sent as prisonen-s 
to Moorshedabad. The Resident and another of the prin- 
cipal factors were detained as prisoners in Suraj-o-Dowlah s 
camp. Among tho.se who wcTa conveyed to Moorsliedabad 
was Warren Hastings, the futinxj guvi'ruor general of India. 

An order was issued in August 1751 “to cut down aJl 
the old trees and underwood in and about tlie town of Cahait- 
ta, and n'serve them till Mr. Ro])hins' arrivaJ, as wo judged 
this would he a great saving to your Honors [the Coni’t of 
l)iiect<)rs] in the article of firewood for bin*ning hriebs.’’ 
Mr. Robbins was sent out to complete tlie fortifications, 
which the Court were veiy anxious about., as tliey a])prehendcil 
an attack; for in Calcutta tlu*y liad scarcely a gun mount- 
ed, or a canhxgo to n.oimt it on. There were old) 200 
firelocks tit for sei’vice. 

In 1753 the Court sent out tirty-five pieces of cannon, 
eighteen and twenty-four pounders, which were nevm- 
mounted, and which were lying mm* the walls of tlie fort, 
when the siege began. The ])a.stions of the Jbrt wx*re small, 
the curtains only three feet thick, and servc'd as the out- 
ward wall of a range of chambers, which witli their terraces, 
were on all sides overlooked by buildings outside within a 
hundred yards ; and there was mdtlier ditch nor even a pali- 
sade to interrn])t the ajiproach of an enemy. None of the 
cannon mounted were above 9 pounders, most were honey- 
combed, their carriages decayed, and the ammunition did 
not exceed 000 charges. 
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The very year before the loss of Calcutta, Captain Leigh 
*J ones, the captain of the Train, — in other words, the coin- 
inandant of the Artillery — ^pointed out the ruinous state of 
the fortifications, and urged their being repaired, but no steps 
were taken till the enemy was at the door. The garrison was 
totally unprepared for a siege when the first guns of the 
Nawab’s army, fired at Pering*s Point at Chitpore, announced 
the approach of his overwhelming host ; and though the pro- 
visions in the Fort were barely sufficient for its small garrison, 
•and that only for a short period, more than six thousand of 
the inhabitants of Calcutta, including several hundred Portu- 
guese women, were admitted into it. Of the five military 
officers in the garrison Captain Buchanan was the only one 
that had any war experience. He exhibited the most un- 
daunted spirit throughout the siege, and at last perished in the 
Black Hole. 

Such was the condition of the settlement when this 
unexpected danger threatened it. A considerable number 
of civilians of all ranks hastily volunteered to bear arms. 
The senior members of Government took the post of field 
officers, and even the Rev. Mr. Mapletoft, the (Chaplain, 
rendered himself useful as a Captain Lieutenant. The junior 
members of the service served in the ranks, and the obstinate 
•defence of the place during the 19th and 20th June, whicli 
so greatly exasperated the Nawab, is to be ascribed to their 
extraordinary valor. 

On the 9th June 175G, Suraj-o-Dowlah commenced his 
march towards Calcutta, with a force it is said, numbering 
from 50,000 to 70,000 men. The garrison at Fort AVilliam 
numbered only 2G4 men, and the inhabitants, forming a 
militia, were only 250 — in all 514 men, while of these only 
174 were Europeans, and of such not ten had seen any 
active service. Assistance was sought from Madras and 
Bombay, and the French and Dutch from Chandernagorc 
and Chinsurah were also solicited to join them in the de- 
fence of a common cause. The Dutch positively refused, 
and the French advised the English to repair to Clianderna- 
gore, in which case they promised them protection. 

On the 13th June a letter from Suraj-o-Dowlah’s head 
spy to Omichund was intercepted. In this letter the rich 
Hindoo merchant was advised to send his effects out of 
roach of danger as soon as possible, which confirming the 
suspicions that were already entertained of Omichuners con- 
duct, he was immediately apprehended and put under strict 
confinement in the Fort. At the same time KIssen class, 
who had been Omichund’s guest, was brought into the Fort. 
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On the 10th June early in the morning tidings amve<} 
of the near a|)proach of Suraj-o-Dowlnh’s army, upon which 
the greater part of the native inhahitaiits lied in terror, and 
others witli their wives and children, and all the English 
women then in Calcutta took refuge in the Fort. At noon 
the army a})pearcd in sight, and commenced the attack upon 
the devoted town. 

The Nawab invested the ]>hice on the morning of the 
18th Juno and before night all tlie outposts were in his 
hands, and his troops were enabled to approach wnthin mus- 
ket sliot of tile Fort. The assjiiilt on Calcutta lasted thiHie 
days. The defence was conducted with great bmvery, but 
th(i overwludining numbers of the enemy rendered success 
liopeless. Ha[)pi]y there was at the time an English ship 
and seven smaller vessels in the river. 

A council of war was ludd, when it was decided to send 
the ladies away in the Dodtdfj, togetluir with the Company’s, 
money and books. As that A^essel was likely to be over- 
crowded, Mr. Holw(‘ll offered his own snow, the Diligence ^ 
on which four of the hulies embarked. 

The council of war continued to sit till 4 in the morn- 
ing. At 2, tlie President Mr. Drake, Mr. Mackett, a member 
of council, Commandant Minchin and Ca])tain Gratit lied 
to the ships, leaving tlunr companions to tlie mercy of an 
infuriated enemy. The Hight of the President and the 
military officers became the signal for a general desertion. 
Crowds hjistened down to the river, and c‘ach one leaped 
into the first boat he could find ; and in a few moments every 
boat of every description was gone. 

Messrs. Mjinninghn.m and Frank land, two of the mem- 
bers of council, Avere the first to set the exam])le of flight. 
On pn'tence of accompanying the ladies, they went on board 
the Duihibj, of which they Avme part oavikts , and from Avhic^h 
^lloy never returned. Their nuisti'r’s pa])ers and cash AA^('re 
left behind — for Avant of coolies ; tliough coolies were easily 
found to convey other jiackages on board, which Avere rea- 
sonably supposed to belong to the oAvnors. 

It Avas afterAvanls determined in a general council that 
the garrison should abandon the Fort and make tlun’r escape 
to the ships the next evening. But in the rneanwhile many 
of the native boatmen deserted, and Avhen it was proposed 
to ship off‘ the native Avomeu and children, all order Avas lost 
among the affrighted multitude, ami the remaining boats were 
over-cr()wde<l, several upscjfc, aiul numbers of tl^c hajiless 
fugitivts were droAAUied, Avhih' such as mamiged to reach the 
shore, Averc cither murdered ox made prisoners by the sol- 



( 40 ) 


rliors of Siirnj-o-DowlMh, who t.*)kon poss(‘f^sion (A' ull tho 
housos and oiudosuriis on tlir l)anl: ol' t lie ri vor. Tlie sliips 
too had slipped and moved lo (iovindpoio, three miles lower 
down the river. 

The g(‘ntlemen in the Fort, thus abandoned by tlndr 
superiors and their riitreat cut <»1T, ludd a council and sidected 
Mr. Holwidl as their Chief. 'J1ie garrison ina<le the most 
Tigorous defence of tlu.* Fort daring the 19th and till 10 
o’(*lock on tlie fonmoon of the 20th, when it Avas found that 
of 170 men wlio had l^eim left, 25 were killed Jind 70 wound- 
od ; that all were (‘xhaush'd with faiigiu*, and that tlie Fort 
itself was no loiigm- tenable. Mr. llolwcdl therefore, deter- 
mined to capitulate. In sheiT hc‘l[>lessness, thi‘y siir- 
renderi'd themselves, and that ev<'ning wi'Hi all nu'rcilessly 
thrust into a single ill-ventilat('d room, eightt‘en iWt s([uare-, 
for (^oidinemi'ut through the sultry night.. Wlum the 
morning came, the door Avas opened, but, out of one hiindriMl 
and ftaly-six prisoners, twenty -four only were living. The 
rest had ox 2 )ired in the agonies of suffocation. 

All the ladies in the settlement had been embarked, save 
one, a very ‘Mine country-born lady,’' as Holwell calls her, 
the wife of Mr. Carey, an officer of one of the ships, Avho 
rid'used to cpiit lieu* husband, and Avhen the toAvn Avas cap- 
tured, iwsolved to accompany him into the prison of the 
lhack Hole, from Avhieh she was draAvn forth in tlui morning 
an emaciat.iMl Avidow, 8ho w^as taken by force to the TSbihob's 
camp, and it is said slie remained seven years in the seraglio, 
but this assertion m.x'ds proof, She lived to he tlu' last 
survivin' of the Black Hole jirisoners. She died in the year 
1801. 

The Black Hol(*, of fearful memory, Avas a room above 
ground, ordinarily used as the gurrisou lock-up ; it Avas im- 
tiridy closed uj) on two sides, on the third was a door heading 
into the barrack, a.nd on the fourth two small harrinl AviudoAvs 
opi'uing into a vi'randah ; its supeiTieial area appears to h.ive 
been about 250 sipiare feet, a,ud it b'u\‘ly atfonled slam bug 
room for the 11(> ])ersons jiacked into it by order of Smaj- 
o-l)owlah. 

Those AA'lio escaped from th(‘ besieged factory lay “on 
boaril a few defeucidess shi])s at Kulla.iu the most uu\\hoK‘- 
sinne spot in the country, about twenty miles bidoAv Calcutta, 
and destituti* of thi' common necessaries of lite,” hut by the 
assistance of tin? French and Dutcli, ami privately by tlu) 
help of the natives, Avho .sold them all kinds of proviMous, 
they sup])orted tlui horror of their situation till August. 
Then two hundred and forty men came from Madras. But 
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evil was still before them. Disease, arisii^g from “ bad aii . 
bad weather, and confinement to the ships,’' with tlie wmit 
of proper supplies, now broke out, and swept ofi “ almost 
all the military and many of the inhabitants.” 

When the English quitted the Fort, they remained for 
several months on board of the ships at Fultah. Some of the 
provisions were supplied by Nobokissen at the risk of his lile, 
as the Nawab had prohibited, under penalty of death, any 
one supplying the English with provisions. Warren Has- 
tings, taking into consideration this noble conduct of Nob(^- 
kissen in the time of pressing need, made that native his 
moonshteo and elevated him and his family in rank and 
station. 

In the Government Proceedings of the l ltli February 
1757, we find the following accounts of expenses of tlic 
European refugees from Calcutta on board tlie vessels an- 
chored off Fultah : — (1) Bill for allowances for the inhabi- 
tants on board from 1st October to 31st December at Rs. 50 
per mensem each, amounting to Rs. l,70S-5-3. (2) Bill lor 

diet expenses of ditto for part of September Rs. 111. (3) 

Bill for diet of ditto on boanl the Dra^jon sloop from 2Gth 
July to 2Gth September Rs. 3G4. (4) Note for wine, &:c., 

for the use of the sick Rs. 33G.” 

For half a year after tliis horrible catn strophe, there was 
little left besides the blackened ruins of the fort and factory 
buildings, to show how a company of adventurous Eng- 
lishmen had made an abortive attempt to scuttle on tin? 
fertile plains of Bengal, and to establish commercial relations 
between their own distant island an<l the natives of Nortlnun 
India. A large? native town remained, which had ra])idly 
gnnvn up around th( factory, but it was Suraj-o-DcnvIah’s 
resolve to wipe out all traces of British occupancy from the 
country over which he ruled. 

In a letter from Clive to the Court, dated 2Gth July 
1757, we learn that ‘‘Mons. Law ami liis ])u,rty came down 
as far as Rajmahl to Suraj-o-Dowlah’s assistance, and w(‘ro 
within three hours' inarch of him, when he was taken ; as 
soon as they heard of his misfortune, they returm‘d by foi ced 
marches and passed Patna.” Mens. Law was C'liiel’ at 
Chandcrnagorc, who, with Bussy, had ]>n)m1aed Suraj-o- 
Dowlah their aid against the “ perfidious” English. 

How little were the strange i.ssues of these dismal events 
foreseen. Intnipid Britons soon caim; witli Admiral Wai- 
son and Colonel Clive from Madras, t«) the succour i)f thos(^ 
of their countrymen, who Inul escaped d(‘structi(jn. V^ictojy 
attended the little army whithersoever it advaiice«l, and be- 
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fore tlie anniversary of the unhappy siege came round, 
(Jalcutta, had been triumphantly re-taken, the battle of 
Plassey had been won, and the throne of ^the Nawab was 
occupied by a partisan of the English. By those who had 
boon his own creatures, the fugitive tyrant was put to death, 
while the British obtained that firm footing and that arm 
of power in Bengal, which sjicedily led to their acknowledges! 
supremacy there. In short, the foundations had been laid 
of that great Indian empire whose growth has been as mar- 
vellous as its beginning. 

Near th(^ site of the Black Hole, an obelisk, 50 feet 
high, was erected by Mr. llolwoll and the other survivors, 
])ut the monument was pulled down by order of the Manpiis 
of Hastings in 1819, some assert, on the ground that it was 
inexpedient to perpetuate the memory of the disaster ; but 
th(j most likely reason was to make room for the Custom 
House. The exact site of the dungeon cannot, apparently, 
now be determined ; but, according to Holweirs narrative, 
it must have been to the south of the east gateway and near 
the south-east bastion, llernembering the now ascertained 
position of the northern limits and of the known hmgth of 
th(i eastern wall of the ol<l fort, this would phuic it between 
iho (kistom House and the new Post Office, and close to the 
road at the north-east corner of Dalhousie Scpiare. 

In the course of making the excavations requisite for the 
foundations of the East Indian Railway offices, a very inter- 
(^sting discovery was made, which removes any doubt there 
may have been as to the position of the northern limits of 
Iho old fort of Calcutta. The original Fort William, built 
in 1()92, and named after the then reigning monarch, was 
situated on the bank of the Hooghly, and extended from 
the middle of Clive Street to opposite the nortlnnai end of 
the LallHiggee. This can only be correct on the supposition 
that Clive Street, in those days, comprised the road from 
Hare Street to the site of the present Bonded Warehouse, 
for it is now clear that the nortlnni wall of the fort ran along 
what is at present the southern side of Fairlie Place, and that 
tlui fortifications lay wholly to the southward of what is now 
the south end of Clive Street. 

Th(' portion of the old entrenchment which was laid 
bare was evidently the north-west bastion, and corresponds 
in shape and bearing with this corner of the walls as shown 
in an old map and picture of Ctilcutta in 17o(), given in 
Onm*’s .Hiiuloostan. According to this and other available 
authonti(*s, the fort was 210 yards long 100 yards broad at 
ts northern and 110 at its southern end, having a gateway 
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in its eastern and western walls, and a bastion at oaoli corner ; 
the east ga.teway exactly faced the road running in Iront oi’ 
Writers’ Buildings, which, with its continuation, Bow Bazar 
Street, appears to have been called “the avenue leading to 
the eastward.” When, in 1819, the old fort was disiuanl led 
to make room for the Custom House, its walls wvm 
found so hard as to defy pickaxe and crowbar, and n iaicr 
gunpowder necessary for their demolition. This statenn'ut 
is fully confirmed by the toughness of the old masomy lati'ly 
opened up, and Holwell describes the mortar wliich was used 
in it as “ a composition of brick -dust, lime, molasses, and 
hemp, a cement as hard as stone.” 

On the 23rd December 1819, some workmen employed in 
pulling down an old building contiguous to the BankshalJ, and 
“ immediately opposite Mr. Hare, the watchmaker s sho]),” 
discovered a large collection of bayonets. They were first 
seen on breaking down the masonry which filled a doorway 
on the north side. There was no other entrance to the place 
in which they were found. It was blocked up by walls on 
three sides. The fourth wall, to the west, liowcvor was not 
carried up to the roof, and left a sf)acc of about three feet. 
Through this opening, it was supposed tliat the bayonets 
must have been thrown, apparently in a hurry, as they wore 
heaped up in a very confused manner. They were of all 
shapes and sizes, and though covered with rust nuiny of 
them had the Company’s mark still visible. The numlxu* 
thus discovered was upwards of 12,000 ! Underu(\ath the 
bayonets were several cooking utensils, articles of household 
furniture aud oyster shells, and filso auction advcrtisinnents 
and tavern bills, dated 1795. The myst(;rious circumstance 
gave rise to various conjectures, but nothing definite was 
come to. 

West of St. John’s Church, in the premises afterwards 
occupied by the Stamp and Stationery (.\mimitt(‘(‘, w;is 
formerly the old Mint, where the Company coined its j'upi‘(*s 
from 1791 to 1832. The treaty permitted the C4>m])nhy to 
establish a mint, from which the first coin was issued on I ho 
19th August 1757. The coins were, however, struck in t h<'. 
name of the Emperor of Delhi. It was not till the nugn 
of William IV. that the Company commenced to stnk(‘, 
rupees with the King’s head and an English inscription. 
On the site of and previous to the building of the old Mini, 
stood in 1790 the flourishing ship-building establishment ol“ 
Gillets. Before the erection of the Mint the coinage was 
executed by contract at Pultah by Mr. Prinsep, wIipo com- 
ineiiced the coinage in 1702. 



CH AFTER VI. 


CALCUTTA RESTORED— 1758. 


IIEBUILDINQ OF THE CITY — PRESUMPTION OF TRADE. 

About twonty miles from Calcutta in a straight line, as 
the crow flies, but fifty miles by water, lies Fultah. Ordi- 
narily a place of little note, except that it was the general 
station for Dutch shipping, it was in 175G raised to tempo- 
rary importance as the rendezvous of the small English fleet 
that had escaped from Calcutta, and the city of refuge for 
subsccpieut English fugitives. Here, in guarded dwellings, 
were the English women who had been rescued from tlie 
Fort, and also the greater number of the small remnant of 
suflerers from the Black Hole tragedy. Here also were 
the agents of the Company from the subordinate factories 
of Dacca, Jugdeoa, and Balasore, who on the first alarm of 
dang(‘r had escaped from the factories to the protection of 
the fleet. 

It was Colonel Clive to whom was entmsted the re- 
covery of the lost possessions of the English in Bengal ; and 
early in October 175G a naval and military armament — the 
fornuT commanded by Admiral Watson, and the latter con- 
sisting of nim^ hundred English and fifteen hundred native 
soldiers, sailed from Madras for Calcutta. The squadron 
consisted of five ships of w^ar. It did not however reach 
Fultah before the middle of December. 

It was not long before measures were arranged for the 
retaking of Calcutta, and the fleet pushed forward. Budge- 
budge was cai)tiired, and when the ships arrived off Calcutta 
a panic had stricken the General of Suraj-o-Dowlah, so that 
he fl(‘d with the greater portion of his troops to Hooghly. 
Thither he was pursued : Hooghly was taken ; Chandernagore 
also ; and the victorious Clive then marched over to Plassey, 
where with 3000 men, of whom only G50 were British sol- 
diers, he met and conquered the hosts of Suraj-o-Dowlah. 
Thus ended the battle of Plassey, which delivered the 
English* in Bengal from an unreasonable and tyrannical op- 
pi essor, and transferred to their hands the reins of govern- 
iiieiit over a widely extended and yet spreading empire. 
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The arrival of a French fleet with largo reinforcements 
of military on the coast in July 1758, caused much coii- 
sternfition among the English residents in Calcutta, and 
various plans were proposed for defending the settlement 
against any attempt to take the place. Captain Brohier, 
who had charge of the building of Fort William, wished to 
sink ships and place a boom across the stream at Calpee to 
prevent the French coming up the river. A select commit- 
tee, that had been appointed to consider the subject, 
recommended “ that five boats should be prepared, to bo 
filled with combustibles in order to burn their ships in case 
they advanced up the river; that the pagoda at Ingel cc 
should be washed black, the great tree at that place cut 
down, and buoys removed or their positions altered. The 
master attendant and Captain Brohier were accordingly 
ordered to purchase boats and materials for the above men- 
tioned purpose, and to prepare everything for the (execution 
of the scheme in case of an enemy’s fleet advancing u]-) the 
river.” 

Fort William was begun by Lord Clive after the battlo 
of Plassey in 1758, about a mile to the southward of the old 
fort, on the site of a thick forest and two villages, the inhabi- 
tants of which had been induced to settle in Calcutta by the 
Seths, a wealthy mercantile family. Where the s})londid 
houses of Chowringhee now stand, a miserable village, 
surrounded by marshy pools, existed in 1717 ; and even in 
175(), when Suraj-o-l)owlah took the place, only seventy 
houses were inhabited by Englishmen. The citadel of Fort 
William cost two millions sterling ; but it is on so great a 
scale, that a garrison of 15,000 men is re([uircd for its tie- 
fence. It is built in the form of an octagon, and is fortifi(‘d 
according to Vauban’s system ; three of the fronts, however, 
which are turned towards the Hooghly to command the 
river, deviate from the regular form. The five regular sides 
are inland ; the bastions have all very salient orillons behind 
which retire circular flanks ; the moat is dry, and luig a 
lunette in the middle, but it can be laid under water by 
means of two sluices. In front of every courtiiie is a revelin, 
the faces of which mount twenty-six pieces of heavy 
artillery. The demi-bastions on each side are covered by a 
counter-guard, the faces of which are likewistj defended by 
twenty-six guns. In the interior of the citadel are bomb- 
proof barracks, the arsenal and the magazines. The garrison 
consists of two European regiments, one of sepoys, and a few 
companies of artillery ; because the principal station is at 
Barracl^ore, thirteen miles distant, where there are 7000 
men. The arsenal contains arms for 80,000 men. Close to 
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it sonic works have been erected, by means of which the 
whole may be laid under water in a very short time. An 
artesian well was begun some years ago, but afterwards 
abandoned. In boring this well, the bones of dogs were 
discovered at the depth of 150 feet ! 

In consequence of advices that Mons. Lally had de- 
stroyed the houses of Fort St. David, had set fire to and 
damaged the houses at the Mount, and was intending the 
destruction of Black Town had he not been prevented by 
the arrival of troops from Calcutta, the authorities at the 
head of the Government of Bengal immediately ordered the 
demolition of the wharfs, magazines and houses, both pub- 
lic and private, at Chandernagore” — and they were at once 
destroyed, with the exception of the houses of a few indigent 
widows, which were penriitted to remain untouched. This 
was done in December 1758. 

From this period Calcutta rapidly increased in extent 
and population. In 1798 the numbtT of houses was 78,700, 
and population between 6 and 700,000. 

European residences were at first collected around the 
old Fort : but, as confidence grew stronger, “ garden houses'' 
spning up in the suburbs, and the area of the town was 
enlarged. The thatched huts of the natives composed most 
of the streets, and accidental and incendiary fires annually pro- 
duc('<l wide spread devastation amongst them. In March 
1780, no fewer than fifteen thousand “ straw houses" were 
tlius destroyed ; and a hundred and nineteen persons perisljed 
in the confiagratiou. Famines were also frecpient and 
frightfully destructive. One which extended over 1770 and 
1771 was the most terrible in its consequences, but others 
of shorter duration occasioned uns])eakablo sufiering. In 
1788 it was necessary to give daily allowance to upwards of 
twenty thousand starving people in Calcutta, wliilst “ the 
crowds of those who surrounded the city and lined the roads 
to it” exhibited a scene of misery and wretchedness which 
words could not paint or tongue express. “ »So numerous,” 
says the Calcutta Chronicle of October 9th 1788, “ are the 
wretches, who daily expire on the roads leading to Calcutta, 
that there is scarcely a sufficient number of men of the Hari 
caste to carry* the bodies away before they tuni putrid and 
infectious.” The Chronicle proceeds, — “Some more de- 
cent, and less shocking manner should be practised in carry- 
ing the dead bodies to the river instead of that now in use. 
♦Sometimes they are loosely flung across a bamboo, and 
frecpiently tumble off on the way. At other times, the feet 
and hands are tied together, and in this shocking and 
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indocent in.annor the bodies are carried nakoil thronffli the 

X i. ’» 

stive* TS. 

Tho Eiiropoan rcsiilonts wore always ^onerous in aidinL^ 
such sufferers, but it was often declared that the opulent 
natives seemed to be utterly regardless of the woes of their 
miserable countrymen, and gave only when superstition 
extorted what philanthrojiy woidd not yield. The most re- 
volting practices of Hinduism wore unblushingly exposed 
to public view. The editor of one of the newspapers com- 
plains, in October 1702, that he had just seen about fifty 
f^anjjasis parading the streets of the city all utterly nake(l. 
Widows were burned alive wdth the bodies of their husbands, 
close to the city ; and there was reason to believe that, now 
and then, the bloody goddess K(vli was propitiated by a 
human sacrifice at the celebrated shrine in the south-eastern 
suburb, from which, most probably, the city takes its name. 
The police regulations in those early days were very ineffun- 
ent. Dacoits, those red-handed robbers, who ruthlessly 
combined most cruel atrocities with destructive pillage, 
abounded in many districts of Bengal, botli on land and 
upon the rivers ; and the consternatiou their daring exploits 
produced was felt in Calcutta itself 

On a platform erected to tho south-west of Cooley 
Bazar, (which was once an extensive Musalman burial grouml) 
Nundconiar, once dewan to the Nawab of Moorshedabad, was 
executed on tho 5th August 1775 — tho first Brahmin 
hanged by the English in India. Tho excitement caus(}d 
by his death was so great among the Hindoos, that it wn.s 
supposed that the lives of the judges would be attempted 
by the infuriated mob. 

If Clive or Admiral Watson were to revisit the banks 
of that river, which more than a century ago they passed 
up with idle few ships and small handful of fighting num, 
which paved the way for the concpiest of Hin{loostan, they 
would out-do Dominic Sampson in their hearty exclamations 
of “ Prodigious !” Where erst were to be seen a few Jk n- 
galee fishermen or boat men, mending their nets or cleaning 
their cooking pots, is now a broad and level road, covered, 
at eventide, by hundreds of carriages and horsemen. No 
sooner does the setting sun tinge the western horizon, than 
all the English residents in Calcutta throw open their doors 
and windows, make a hasty toilet and sally forth, in carriage 
or on horseback, to enjoy the evening air. The Course is 
crowded with vehicles of every description ; oiiS marvels 
who all these pcopi are that own these hundreds of carriages. 
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The first impression made on the mind of the stranger 
is, that there must be an enormous number of wealthy in- 
habitants in Calcutta. But the equipage is, in reality, no 
sort of index to the worldly possessions of the owner. It may 
let you, perhaps, into the secret of a man*s vanity — certainly 
not of his income. Some of the most pretending equipages 
on the Course are sported by people belonging to the second 
class of society — respectable personages enough no doubt, 
and peradventurc, not much given to show ; but the wife and 
the daughters must have their britska or barouche, though 
they do pinch a little at home to maintain it, and on the 
Course at least, the wife of the uncovenanted subordinate 
may jostle the lady of the head of the office. When we 
consider how much is often sacrificed to support the dignity 
of a carriage and pair — how much substantial comfoi*t is 
thrown aside to make room for this little bit of ostentation — 
that the equipage is with many, the thing from which they 
derive much of their importance — we soon cease to wonder 
at the formidable array of conveyances which throng the 
Course every evening, and present a scene, which, as one of 
daily occurrence, has not perhaps, its parallel in the world. 

So powerless were the Indian authorities to punish na- 
tives, that on the occasion of eleven lascars, the crow of one 
of the Company’s vessels, having risen on the captain and 
killed him on account of his bad usage of them, in October 
1754, the government dreaded a war with the Nawab should 
they hang Musulmans,” and therefore referred the matter 
to the Court of Directors, detaining the culprits in prison 
“ to bo prodiicoable at any time, if sickness do not take them 
out of the world.” 

Some Gorman ships being expected in September 1754, 
orders wore issued to all the pilots in the river, prohibiting 
them taking charge of them, or of any vessels not “ belonging 
to powers already established in India; they also advised 
the Court that “ nothing shall be ^wanting on our part to 
put any obstacle we can devise in their way.” 

A sum of Rs. 838-6-9 was paid to Messrs. Wells and 
Drake “ on account of expenses of the fortifications at Bag- 
bazar for the month of December 1754.” This redoubt, says 
Mr. Long, defended by sixty Europeans and natives, repulsed 
with loss the Nawab’s army on the 16th June 1756. 

The Company in 1755 began to resist the unwarrantable 
assumption of authority which the Rajah of Burdwan often 
exercised over Company’s servants. This was manifested 
in an affi\ir which occurred in the beginning of 1755. An 
European named Wood had obtained a warrant of sequestra- 
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t^ion* against tlio Rajah^s gomashtas, by virtue of which ho 
had sealed up the Rajah’s house and effects in X^alcutta. 
U[)on which the Rajah stopped the Oonipany’s business in 
all tlie districts of the Burdwan Raj. The Company there- 
fore sent a reinonstranco to the l\hiwab, and reciuested tliat 
a proper reprimand should be administered to the Rajah of 
Burdwan. This the Nawab duly admin isterexl, and the 
stoi^page of the trade w’^as removed. 

One of the earliest works that treat of Calcutta is 
Tho Genuine Memoirs of Asiaticus,” Avrittcai by Pliilip 
Stanhope, an ofiicer of the 1st Rc'gime.nt of Dragoon Guards, 
which was publisln^d in London in Stanhope canu' to 

India in 1774, ho touclied at Madras and tlnm ])roct‘eded to 
Calcutta. It was the time wlieii the hooka w.is in vogue. 
He says — Even the writers, whose salary an I p;‘n{uisit 's 
scarce amount to X2()0 a year, contrive to be attended, vvlier- 
e\c‘r they go, by their hooka burdar, or servant wliosi; duty it 
is to re[>lenisli the liooka. with the necessary ingiedients, a? id 
to kec']) up the tiro with his breatli. But, t‘\1ravaganl as the 
English an‘ in their hooka, their <‘(|nipag(‘ and their tables, yet 
idl tins is absolute p irsimony, wdicn compare I to the e.\[)(‘nsi‘s 
of a seraglio; a. luxury which only thosi^ can ('iijoy whost 
rank in the service entitles tin an to a piiiKMdy income, and 
wliose haroni, like the state lioises of a niouareh, isconsidiMH d 
as a lUicessary a}»pcndnge to easti rn graiuhair. ’ 

The village of Chitpore, a littli' beyond lb(‘ junction or(]i(» 
Circular Canal with the river at the norl h-c'asttM o evlremily 
of Calcutta., appears to have Ix'en in existenec* mor(‘. than 
three hundred years ag<x Jt wx-is tlum writien Chitti-njioor, 
aial w<is noted ibr the temple of C'hit ti-v'^uri'-^ Dahee, or the 
goihle.ss fd' Clnttru, knosvn among liluropeaiis as IIk' lemjile of 
Kaloe. ^J’his wa.s the spot where the larg('st iinmhm- of hn- 
man saciiiices w’cre olferod to tln^ goiidess in Bengal before 
iiu' t'stablisliment ol* the Britisli < io\ i*rnment. The nios/. 
conspicuous object at Chitp’)r(‘ isthj hoiist* a,nd g.irdfai ei’ 
the Nawab, Tuhower Jung. This was th ‘ oiiginal re.^iden e 
of the Cliitporo Naw^ab,as lie wm.s railed, M dnoed Ib'ja Khaa, 
io whom the whohi admini^tr.ition of Deng.d, ei\Il, <'Mmi rd 
and revennal, was entrusted for sevm’al \eais .e'l a the (Com- 
pany had obtained the dewanee. It was to 1 io' h-ai-e lliat, t in; 
Nawab was brought a prisomu' in 1772, )>y lh«**p< leniptury 
i>rdevs of the CtHirt of iJirectous, when they su-pccl.ed tliat ho 
liad niadi' the interests of tin ‘ coiintiy and tin; Coni])any 
siih-uaw ieiit io his own. Alba* he; aniveo', end wais lodgeMl in 
his own house under a guard, the‘ nn inbeis ot'eoiineil a.'‘tu- 
ally debated on the mode in which tlu^ objeei, ot their inaster’s 
disph‘asure should be received, ami tin; majoiil y dv;Litle<l mi 
deputing one of their number to do him honor 1 
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There being no proper places for the public offices, it was 
proposed in the “ Consultations*’ of the 22ud June 1758, and 
agiced, “ to purchase the dwelling house of the late Mr Kich- 
ard Court, and appropriate it to such purpose; in which a 
room should be set apart as a Council Chamber.” This house 
was situated in the street called after it Council House street. 

The Diamond Harbor road was lined with trees from 
Kidderpore to Bursea. This road was thirty-nine miles in 
length while the river route was fifty-six. It must have been 
of great convenience for traflfic, when cargo boats occupied 
from five to seven days in taking goods from Calcutta, to 
Diamond Harbor ; and when ships were accustomed to take 
three weeks beating up to Calcutta from Diamond Harbor. 

It may be interesting to know what was the rate of 
taxation in Calcutta in 1810 and for some years previous to 
that, when no municipal bodies existed. (1) Dwelling houses 
of every description (not shops), five per cent on the annual 
rent, or estimated rent when occupied by the proprietors ; 
(2) shops or houses occupied as shops ton per cent on annual 
rent; (S) no tax on empty houses ; (4) all religious edifices 
exomjit from tax. 

An extraordinary project was in 1789 in agitation by 
the Frencli, of proce(?ding to India, tlirough Egypt ; and a 
very forniidablo expedition wunS said to be preparing in the 
Mediterranean, to answer at once the purposes of science and 
coiKpiest, and of which the object was to strike a formidable 
blow against the English in India. The follcnving is one 
among the most remarkable passages in an article on this 
subject contained in the LivAbicfeiir, signed Barhault Iloyer: 

- — It is only in the absolute ruin of its power (of England 
in India) that we can crush this superb rival ; so long as 
Britain shall tlisponse the treasures of Bengal, what foreign 
power can bo insensible to the seducing influence of its 
wealth ? What moans is there to prevent the rupees of 
Orissa purchasing the j)erfidy of kings, of stimulating their 
leagues, and subsidising their hungry battalions i It is by 
uniting our efforts in concert, and striking at the very 
source of their riches. Eiiroi)e and Asia must resound with 
the same blows, India must be subjugated by crossing the 
waves of thQ Red Sea, and onr compiest in the East must 
extinguish the hope of our enemy of repairing in that (quarter 
the wreck of its throne in Europe.” 

Fort Marlborough was a place of some importance at 
this time, 1795. It was fortified by two hundred sepoys and a 
complete company of Artilleiy. \Var with France had been 
declared, and it was feared that that nation would pounce 
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ilown with her navy on the Indian colonics of England J 
perhaps that was the principal reason for the above anna- 
ment. 

Affairs in Europe being very critical, England being 
threatened with invasion by France, for which the largo 
flotilla and naval force was in rapid progress, several of tho 
wealthy inhabitants at home were stirred up in their loyal 
feelings towards their sovereign and their country, to con- 
tribute nobly to the supply of pecuniary means lor tho 
defence of their country. Up to the 1st March 1 798, a 
million and a half had been received at tho Bank of Eng* 
land, and contributions wore pouring in from all jiarts of 
the country* 

When the news of this liberality on the part of the 
citizens of London and of tho country roachccl India, the 
loyal inhabitants of Calcutta at once coiivenetl a public 
meeting for the purpose of expressing in an humble and 
tlutiful address to His Majesty, our loyalty and attaclimont 
to his Royal Person and Government at this important crisis, 
and also of considering the best mode of promoting voluntary 
contributions in these ju'ovinces and their d(‘peii(hjncies, in 
order that the amount thereof may be ap[)lied to tlio public 
service, in such manner as Parliament may direct/' 

Tho meeting was called by the Sheriff and held at the 
theatre on the I7th July, where there was a numerous and 
respectable gathering of the British inhabitants. Addressi's 
W('re drawn up, and abookfor voluntary contributions opened. 
The sum at once subscribed at the meeting was £80,010*, 
and several large annual subscriptions to he paid so long 
as the war should last, amounting to a total of £5,0o5 sterl- 
ing. Other sums were subsequently added, making a total 
of £15S,053, showing tho loyalty of the colonists and their 
good feeling to their country. 

Similar meetings were held at Madras on llic ]2tli 
July and at Bombay on the 28th June, when the voluntary 
contributions at Madras amounttul to 185)9 1 G star pagodas, 
and at Bontbay to Rs. 2,44,707. And so general \^a.s tlie 
feeling of loyalty among all classes, that the ollic(‘rs, and 
non-commissioned ofiicers and privates of the army subscribed 
one month’s pay towards the fund. Th(i pi^>})rictors of 
Bank Stock also held a meeting and the Deputy Governor 
was empowered to make a contribution of £200,000 for the 
service of the country. 

Stimulated by the loyal meetings held by the European 
inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, several 'of tho 
principal native inhabitants of Calcutta, who were desirous 
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of testifying their loynlty to the King of England, and iheiv 
attaehinent to the British Government uiuler whose ])ro- 
tcction they lived, held a meeting on the 21st of Angiist 
1798, and determined lo raise a subscription among their 
body, for the same purpose as that raised among the Eu- 
ropean residents, viz., to assist the Government in carrying 
on the war then raging in defence of England, and her 
Eastern poss(^ssious. The signatures to the requisition thr 
ihe meeting were : — Gourchurn Mullick, Nemoychuru Mul- 
iiek, Ramkiss(‘n Mullick, Gopeemohun Tagore, Gollychu rn 
Holdar, Tlussick Lail Dutt, and Cocool Chund Dutt. All 
\V(*a]thy and loyal subjects, and who showed their liberality 
by subscribing a sum of Rs. 20,800 at once. 

The following stanzas of A local poet seem to refer to 
the threatened invasion by France of tlu' British possessions 
in India. It bears date Kith August 1798: — 

“ Forth like a eannon let it roar ; 

Quick, let it Bound from shore to shore : 

Let the inapuleive shock rebound ; 

Let cities, rocks and castles echo round, 

Jlritannia rules the main. 

A louder yet, .and yet a louder strain, 

Proclaim, proclaim, proclaim. 

Britain, ever bold and free, 

Long shall live to rule the sea. 

Girt ill its azure zone : 

IfiKpania, Callia, and Batavia know, 

(Taught by many an overthrow,) 

JSlio rules the main alone, 

8]nrit of England rouse. They kniiw thy Htrenglh : 

The furies of mankind are taught to feai at leii^ih. 

They wissh a great event ; 

TliPy see the danger, yf*t they fain 
Would 'tempt to cross the hostile main, 

And make a good descent. 

L(5b their huge rafts immortal be ; 
lmpregnal)lo to every force at sea ; 

See new invented casUes smoke : 

Hear them the gods <>f lire invoke, 

Approacliing to our shore — 

They will return no more. 

See them at lengtli obtain the strand. 

Their horse and foot at (piick command, 

Forming a line upon the sand — 

They will return no more. 

The mighty god whose trident rules the sea 
Terrific fioVns, and issues this decree ; 

Unhappy they \\ho reach my sacred shore, 

** Doomed to return to Gallia’s plains no more.” 

I see the thuuderer with vindictive ire, 

Kepel their troops and urge the vengeful fire ; 

“While o’er the ranks of late insulting France, 

Tiiwui pliant llritain wields her conquering lance. 

M'his active fancy pourtrays to my view : 

Britons be bold : you’ll make the fiction true. 
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'Thug erst, in great Eli/a’s reign, 

The grand Armada braved the seas in vain ; 

Nor less, Illustrious (aJKoiiuE, ahall be thy fame, 

A loyal nation rises at thy name. 

And see, they Voluntary CoNTiimuTiONs bring, 

Proud to assert the glorious cause 
Of ORDER, LIRKRTT and laws : 

Their Country and their Kino.’' 

Stavorinus tells us that in 1708 the English had “somo 
'Warehouses and a factory” at Uiauiond Harbor, “ imidi I'u*- 
quoiited by ships ; close to it is a channel called the Wlirinin 
Ohannel.” 

A little beyond Ishapore once stood Bankybazar, avIum i? 
the OstenJ East India Company established a iiietory and as, 
fort, it is supposed in 1724, and IVom which tlu*y \ve](‘ e\ 
pelled in 1788, by the troops of the Malioint'dan Cov ernmtaii, 
«tit the instigation of tlie English am I the Dutch. 

There is a place on the sea coast, not far from llidgibc, 
called Biircool, winch about ilu' yi'ar 1780 to 178o 
j-t‘c.koned the Brighton of Calcutta. Tlnat^ wcMi' af (!nb 
tiiiu', many bungalows there, and tin' place was a coic idci.iM<j 
station; but for some reason it. b.'cainc dcs(‘ilcd, and in I8.2.‘>, 
only one bungalow nunaiiicd standing; this building had 
been (U’ceted by Warren Jiastings. 

Akra, a little below Card(‘n R(‘,a(b, was in 1700, a salt 
depot ; afterwards it Avas usial as a j)owaler maga/im', and 
subse(jueutly as a Race Course. 

lloAvrah iu 1709 had docks and a good garthni Ix'leng’- 
ing to the AriiUMiians. The ground to llu^ norlh-Avt'st <>l 
the church is marked in Upjoliii’s ma[> as practising gromnls 
of the Bengal artillery. 

SurmaiOs Bridge Avas situated near Avlu'n? I la^t in«.;s' 
Bridg(i now is : it was built of brick, and Avas named alK r 
Mr. Siirniati, a member of council. JIc was a nicndxT <»!’ 
the Embassy to Delhi iu 1717. His residtmcc^ Avas to the 
soutli of the bridge iu a ])lace called Surnia.n’s (wardens, 
which is rendered nuanorablc as the s])ot AvJuae the Cov< 
and his party stopped when they coAvardly deseiled IIk' Eoi t 
in l7oG. 

Barasot, ten miles from Calcutta, Avas is I7t>8 and foi’ 
many years afterAVards, a favorite retrc'at ha-* those, w isliing 
to (uijoy a country life and pig sticking. The way to it lay 
through Dum Dum, then on the borders of the Suiiderbunds, 
whore Lord Clive had a country house. 

Ghyretty liad a magnificent house erected by the Frencli 
as a second Versailles, noted for festivities in flic days of 
Dui^leix, Avlien 120 carriages lined its magnificent avenues. 
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W(>^ren Hastings had a garden house to the west of 
Belvidere House, now the residence of the Governor of Bengal 
at Kidderporc. There is a note in the Couiicirs proceedings 
of the 20th June 1703, where M r. Hastings ’requests porinis- 
siou of the Board to build a bridge over the Collyghaut 
nallah on the road to his garden house. Agreed, his re- 
quest to be complied with.’* 

The Luckypore Factory, which in 1761 stood a mile up 
a creek, locked in and secure both from the strong freshes 
and the impulse of bores, and the S. W. monsoon, was in 
1767 so encroached upon by the river that it was eventually 
washed away entirely. 

All the guns and stores were ordered, in February 1793, 
to bo brought from Budge Budge, and that fort henceforward 
was no longer held as a military outpost. 

The Government having determined to dispose of the 
whole of the buildings and lauds of Pultah Kaetory, and also of 
the old powder works at Manicolly aiul of Fort Gloucester im- 
im;d lately opposte to Budge Budge, a notice n])|^>ears on the 
loth April, ofrering them for competition at ])ublie au(*tion on 
the 3 1st of May 1790. The sale took placcmn July wlien the 
buildings and premises were knocked down to the following 
parties: — 

Pultah Factory S<a. Rs. 5,800 Messrs, Let^ and Ullnian. 

Do. Bleaching ground „ 5,800 Mr. Ullman. 

Old Powder works „ 3,000 Mr. Tyler. 

Fort Gloucester „ 2,450 Lieu tenatit Moggach. 

The Police Office in Ball Bazar was onee the ri'sidem'o 
of John Palmer, one cf the “ merchant princes” of C^aleutta. 

On the opposite side of the street stood the old Jail, 
wliieh also served as the Tyburn of (Jalcutta, ail the 
(.•xecutions taking place in tlie cross road near it. The 
pillory was erected also on that spot. At the siege of 
Calcutta in 1756, it served like another Hougumont, as 
a point of defence. 

Opposite the old Jail and next to Palmer’s house 
was the famous Harmonican Tavern” in 1780. This 
building was afterwards the Sailors Home. It was the 
handsomest h<?usc then in Calcutta, and proved a great 
comfort to the poor people in jail, to whom supplies of food 
were frequently sent from thence. It was founded in the 
days when strangers considered that “ every house was a 
paradise, and every host an angel.” Mrs. Fay writes of 
this hous<? in 1780: — ‘‘ I felt far more gratified some time 
ago, when Mrs. Jackson procured me a ticket for the 
Harmonic, which was supported by a select number of 
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gontlouioii who each in alphabetical rotation o\avo a concert^ 
ball and supper, during the eeld seaseii ; 1 bi‘liov (3 once a 
fortnight. We had a gi'eat deal of deliglitful niiisic, and 
Lady 0 — , who is a capital perfurinor on "the harj)sichord, 
played amongst other pieces, a Sonata of Nicolai s in a 
most brilliant style.” 

The sandbank on the Scebpore side, opposite to the 
Fort, was formed by the sinking of a ship named the 
Sumatra, and hence named the Sumatra sand. In cons(^- 
qucnce of this bank, the deep channel of the river was divertiul 
from its original course to the CJalcutta side. 

Kidderporo was called after Colonel Kyd, an enter- 
prising Euro])ean, the chief engineer on the (^)nlpauy’s 
military establislnmmt ; his two East Indian sons w(‘rc‘ the 
famous ship builders. In JMitS was launclied from tliis 
dock, the Ilas(in(j.^y a 74-gun ship. 

Facing Alipore Bridge is Belvidc^re, oin^e the favorite 
residence of Warren Hastings, but during tin? Inlt(*r ])erio(.l 
of his residence he erected another house furtlnu’ south. 
He is said to have hunted tigers in its n(‘ighbor]i(M>d, 
which is very prob;d)l(3, considc'ring tiu' statti of otlua* 
places at that time. Mrs. Fay in J7<S() (h'scriln's Bc'lvidcu’c 
as “ a perfect bijou, most sufH‘rl)ly t]t.t('(l up with all that 
unbounded afllncuco can disj>lay.” Stavoritms mentions 
visiting Bt'.lviderc in ITOS, when the then Governor of 
Bengal resided there. 

Jessop’s foundry was ostablislied by Mr. J(‘Ssop, 
who came out in 1720. lie Avas sent by the Home 
Government to in ik 5 an iron bridge for the King of 
Lucknow, and after having comnleti.vl tli ' Wvirk fir Avliieli 
he was sent ho returned to C.dcutta and commenced his 
foundry. 

The Bengal Club was established in Calcutta in the 
early part of 1827. 

Street Nomexciature. 

.Park Street, so called because it led to Sir E. Tin] ley's 
Park, was in 1704 called by the name of tin; Ihirial Ground 
road, it being the route for burials from town fo the ( ‘ircular 
Road burial ground. It is remarked — ‘‘ All funeral proces- 
sions are concealed as much as possible from tin* sight of the 
ladies, that the vivacity of their tempers may not bo wounded.” 

Diirriimtollah Avas formerly called '‘the Avenue,” as it led 
from toAvn to the Salt Water Lake and the adjacent count ly. 
It was then a " well raised causcAvay, raised by de(‘peiiing 
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^h^‘ (iltcli on (‘itlirr side/* with wrctclu'd Imts on the south 
fddc, wliilc oji tlio iioitli ji cn‘ok niii ;i st-roiit, vstill 

f.illcd Crook How, t.!i(3 W«dlin_i(toii Square tank, down 

in C}innd]jaiiL Gliaut. Laru^o boats could n«avigato it. 

won? troos on both sides of tlu‘ road. ])urrumtollali 
(or Cluinnatola) is so called from a great mosque, afterwards 
}ndlod down, which was on the site of what was long known as 
(k»ok’s stables. The “ Karbela, ” a famous Musalman assem- 
bkigo, which now meets in the (Jircular lioad, used thou to 
c-ongi’ogato at that mos(iuo, and l)y its local sanctity the stre(?t 
took its name of Dharmatoia or Holy str(*ct. The Diirrum- 
i.ollah Bazar oocu[)i(‘S the site of tin? residence of Colonel Ue- 
Class, supeiintoidmit of the gun maijiifactory, which was 
afleiavards nauovi'd to Cossi[)on?. David Brown, the (‘iiiineut 
miidster ot tiu' Old Church, occupied Colonid Dc( Uass’ house, 
in which he ki‘pt a boarding school. i\mong Mr. tjrowii’s 
]ni})ils were Sir Rolxat Giant, afterwards Governor of Bom- 
l)ay, and Lord Glenelg. 

Cossitollah (now Bontinck) Street, leading from Durrum- 
tollah into old Calcutta, was named alter the “ Kasai ” or 
butchers, dealers in goats and (*ows’ tlesh who foi-merly 
0 (*cupi('d it as th(‘ir (pnirter. In ]7o7 Cossitollah was a mass 
of jungle, and even as late as 17<S0, it was almost impassabh' 
from mud in the rains, Tu ir})john’s map of (kdi;iuLain 
only two or three hous(\s ari' marked in this locality 
of which on(‘ was that of Chailes Grant, which was situatc‘d 
in Grant’s JjaiK', whicli takes its na.me from that circMiinstance. 
In 1788 Mr. IMackinnon opened a scIhh)! in Cossitollah. 

Lall Bazar is mentioned by llolwell, in 17*18, as a fa- 
mous bazar. Mrs. Kinder.slcy, in I7t>8, slati's to hav(‘ Ixmml 
tlu; best slrec^t in f^diaitta., “full of litth‘ shabby looking 
shops calk'd Boutiques, kejit by bku’k peoph'.” It. tlicn 
stretched fiauu tlu? Custom Ibnise to Baii.dvhana. ]u I77t) 
Euro])ea,us and others here retailed “]);ai;di arraiL 1o the 
grea-t debauchery of the soldii'rs.” In 1788 Sir William 
•Jones refiTs to tlu? nuisanei* here of low taverns, kejit by 
Italians, Spanish and Portuguese. 

The road from Lall Bazar 1o the Old ( dmrch was for- 
miTly named the Rope Walk, and A\as llie scene of hard 
fighting at the time of the siegi* of Calcutta, in 17ot). 

Old Court House Street, pai.illel Avith Mission Row, 
is so named from the old (V)nrt House, or Town Hall, 
A\hich stood at the northern extremity of the stiaa't on 
llu' site' of St Andrews (Church. The charity stdmol bnys 
were kulged and fed here previous to the battle of Plassey. 



l’)u‘ ('hariiv scliodl, wliich WilS ll](; first III Olllcilftll, tfllMl 
<M)ntaiiU‘(l twenty oliiLlren. The Court House was (nveted 
about 1727, by Mr. Bourchicr, a merchaiib. In 1734 Mr. 
Bourcliicr gave over the house to govoruinont oii couditioii 
of their supporting the charity. Lectures were occasionally 
given ill this old Town IFall Stavorlnus writes of this 
place in 1770 : — “ Over the Court House are two liandsoiue 
assembly rooms. In one of these are hung u]) the portraits 
of the king ef France, and of th(3 late queen, as large as 
life, which were brought by the English from Clianderua- 
gore, when they took that jilace. ** 

Baitakhana Street received its name from the famous 
old tree that stood here, and formed a baitakhana or resting 
place foi the merchants who traded with CaJciitta and whose 
caravans re.sted under its shade. Job Charnock is said to 
have chosen the site ef Calcutta for a city, in consequence 
of the plea.sure he found in sitting and smoking undm* tlu) 
shade of* a largo tree ; this tn'o was probably tlie Baitak- 
hana tree. Here the merchants met to diq>art in bodies 
from Calcutta, to protc‘ct each otlier from robbers in the 
neighboring jungle, and here tliey disperscnl when they 
arrived at (Jalcutta with mendiaiidise, ibr the factory. ” 
This tree linds a place in IJjijohn’s map of 171) k A car 
of Jnguiiat]), seventy feet high, formerly slo.xl m^ar to 
the big t ree, and a llmnna or guard house was located under 
the branches of tlie tree. 

The first reference to the road on tlio rivra’ bank, on 
which the galaxy of Calcutta are wont to take llieir morn- 
ing and CAaming drives, we find in a letter from Mrs. 
Kimler.dey in 17<iS, wliere she says— “ A littli out of 
town is a cl<Mr airy spol, free from smoke, or any (‘iicnrn- 
braiu’es, called the cor.se ( because it is a road, t!i<i length 
of a corse' or two niih's ) in a sort of ring, or ra -lier angli', 
m ido on purpose to take the air in, which tlie company 
fr(‘i]ueiit in tlunr cai-riages about siins‘1, orintli'inoin- 
ing befon' the .sun is up.’' An o!<l song states that Ihose 
will) frequented it “ swallowed ten niuiitlifiils of <lii:;t for 
one of fresli air.” TIh‘ recn'alioa them w.iy “ in chaisies or 
by paLink^'e’is, in (he fields or to ganh'iis.” 

In LS23 (lie Stiand Jloa 1 was f»>rm»Ml,^ wlii^h I'd to 
a groat sanitary imjirovmnent, tliongh il injarc'd die siiip- 
biiildeis, who had do. ks in < aive ^Street, and wore (doJige^d 
to remq|il5 to Howrah and Snlkea. 

The continuation of the Strand Boad to Garihai Ileach 
was commenced in the early part of 1.S2-S. The expt^nse w'as 
estiuuited at abjiit a lakh ami a htdl* of rupees, v.diich it 
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was hoped to cover by a toll on carriages and passengers 
going over the bridge across the mouth of Tolly's Nullah. 

Aga Kerbulin Mahommed, who had already strikingly 
evinced his liberality and public spirit by a handsome con- 
tribution for the extension of the Strand Road to Garden 
Reach in the early part of 1829, contributed ten thousand 
rupees for the purpose of erecting a steam engine on the 
river at Baugh Bazar Ghaut during the dry season. 

Between Government House and Garden Reach i® 
a broad open plahi, about 150 acres in extent, called the 
Esplanade ( Hindustani, maidan). It is laid out with 
fine broad macadamized roads, bordered with trees : the 
space between the roads is plain turf. Along the river’s 
bank are the Eden Gardens, where is seen, in the evenings, 
the great show of fashionables out for the purpose of enjoy- 
ing a drive — eating the air” ( hawakhana ) as the natives 
express it. • 

Tank (now Dalhousie) square, covers upwards of twenty- 
five acres of ground, and was in the last century, “ in the 
middle of the city.” Stavorinus states — ‘‘It was dug by 
order of Government to provide the inhabitants of Calcutta 
with water, which is very sweet and pleasant. The number 
of springs, which it contains makes the water in it nearly 
always on the sjime level. It is railed round, no one may 
wash in it.” At what time this tank was dug, we cannot 
ascertain. Hamilton wrote in 1702 that 'the governor “ has 
a handsome house in the Fort: the Company has also a 
pretty good garden, that furnishes the governor herbage 
and fruits at table, and some fish ponds to serve his kitchen 
Avith good carp, callups and mullet.” Perhaps the tank was 
one of the fish ponds, and the garden may have formed the 
Pai’k or Tank s([uarc. The tank was cleansed and embanked 
in Warren Hastings’ time. The name of the Park was ori- 
ginally “The Green before the Fort,” and afforded the 
residents of the fort a place for recreation and amusement. 

Wellington Square tank Avas excavated in 1822, it was 
one of the good works of the Lottery Committee. 

ChoAvringhee is a place of modern creation, having been 
chosen by tlio people of Calcutta as a garden retreat. In 
1708 there were here a few European country houses ; this part 
of the city Avas considered “ out of town,” and palkee bearers 
charged double fares for going to it ; while, at night, “ ser- 
vants returned from it in parties, having left their good 
clothes behind through fear of diicoits, Avhieh infested the 
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outskirts of Chowringhee.” There were once only two houses 
there, one was Sir Elijah Impey’s, the very house since 
occupied as the Nunnery, a third storey only being added 
to it. On the site of the nunnery church was a tank called 
Gole Tulao; the surrounding quarter was Impey’s park, 
which stretched to Chowringhee Road on the west and to 
Park Street on the north; an avenue of trees led through 
what is now Middleton Street into Park Street from his house : 
which was surrounded by a fine wall, a large tank being in 
front, and plenty of room for a deer park. A guard of se- 
poys was allowed to patrol about the house and grounds at 
night, occasionally firing olf their muskets to keep off the 
dacoits. The other house was what was afterwards St. Pauls 
school. In 1704f the residences in Chowringhee had increased 
to twenty-four, scattered between Durrumtollah and Brijc- 
talao, the Circular Road and the Plain. 

GHAUTS OR LANDING PLACES. 

Colvin’s Ghaut was formerly called the Kutcha Ooodec 
Ghaut, or the place for cai'eening native boats. They were 
hauled up on the banks of a narrow canal which ran through 
the town from this point to the Salt Water Lake. It was 
filled up, and no trace of it is to be seen except in the old 
maps. It was on the bank of this creek, on the spot after- 
wards occ\ipicd by the Bengal Secretariat, that the southern 
battery of the ohl fort was thrown up in 175G. 

In the immediate vicinity of Colvin’s Ghaut is the 
Police Ghaut, now adorned by the Metcalfe Hall, and 
there, in ancient times, before the capture of Calcutta, 
stood the house and ground of the president. The garden 
a])pears to have extended from the liver to Tank (now 
Dalliousie) sciuarc, then called the Park. A neat gateway 
tei'uiinated the governor’s garden in front of the Parle, and 
it was from this gateway that he is described as walking 
down to the church, which stood at the western end of the 
Writers’ Buildings, doubtless after his wortliy ina.sters liad 
informed him, in 172S, that if he wanted a chaise and pair 
he must pay for them himself. 

$ 

Coelah Ghaut was formerly known as tlie Now Wliarf, 
and the ohl Chistoin House arose iuiinediatidy above it. 
This ghaut stood at the southern extremity of the old Fort 
and marks the northern limit of that fortros.s. 

(Jhandpal Ghaut lies near the .steam engine wdihdi so 
long .supplied with water the a(pie<Iucts from wliu‘h .some of 
the streets were watered. Tradition connects the appellation 
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of the ghaut with a native of the name of Chaudru Pal, who 
kept a little grocers shop in it-s immediate} vicinity. This 
is the spot where India welcomes and bids adieu to her rulers. 
It is here that the governors general, the eommaiiders-in- 
chief, the judges of the Suprenu^ (mnv High) Court, the 
bishops, and all who are entitIo<l to the honors of a salute 
from the ramparts of Fort William, first set foot in the 
metropolis. It is not noticed in Joseph’s Map of 1756, but 
wc know that it was in existence in 1774? when Francis and 
his companions landed here, having had their sweet tempers 
soured by a five days’ voyage from Kedgeree. It was here 
that the author of Junius counted one by one the guns, 
which boomed from the Fort, and found to his mortification 
that their number did not oxcee<l sevontc(‘n when he expec- 
ted nineteen. And it wjis Juto that the first judgt^s of 
the Supreme Court, who came out to redrevss the wrongs of 
India, landed. It wais here, that the Chief J iistice, as he 
conterniilated the bare legs and feet of the multitude who 
crowaled to witiu'ss his aclvent, exclaimed to his colleague, 
See, brother, the wrctcli(;<l victims ef tyranny. Tlie 
Crown (Jourt was not surely established befori' it was 
needed. I trust it wdll not have been in opcTation six months 
before we shall see these poor creatures comlbrtably clothed 
in shoes and stockings.” 

Prinsep’s Ghaut, which is situated uinhjr the south 
west augh' of Fort William, was eix‘eL('d by '])ublic subs- 
cription to peipciuate the memory of James Prinse]), one 
of the most eminent men of his day, who after a short and 
brilliant career, fell a sacrifice to his ardor in the pursuit 
of science. It is a huge and ugly pile, on which a large 
sum was expended without taste or judgment. Its locality 
is as oljectionabh*. as its architecture. It is entirely out 
of the Avay of public convenience, and is seldom used as 
a huiding staiis. The most memorable event connected 
with it is the (l(‘]>ari,ure ot Lord Elhuilxmuigli, who instead 
of ('inbarking as all liis ])r(Mlecc‘Ssors laid done, at Chandj)al 
Ghaut, thought fit to gratify his military predilections by 
driving wdth his corttJgo tb.rough the Fort, and taking lus 
farcw'cll of (-alciitta on the st(*ps of Prinsep’s C!haut. 

vh \(^ n \ or notj: in the i^imkdiate vi<'TN[tv. 

Upwards of a centuryand alialfago, J]aria{’k])or<} and its 
2 >reeincts l‘<'!-nie(l th(' Tusulum of that old nglo-lndian 
])a1ii:iVeh, »iob ( 'l.aiiiock, tlie founder ol'CVIcutia. He used 
to eousc IdijuT, n(/t .‘-o mucli to avoid t!u‘ <lu.^t and botlier 
of his bustling capital, as to Ixi near the grave wheie there 



/osti'd one with whom hi.^ 1)eat in .sy^ipai l)y. 

This is in ulhision lo his wife — a Hindoo wuninn, v/honi ho 
had espoused after i\‘se^iijii^ from burniug on thii funeral 
pile of her deceased liusband. 

Titaghnr, about a mile and half distant from Bar- 
raokpore, was once a scene of life and activity* about 
eighty years ago. Messrs. Hamilton and Aberdeen, en tor- 
prizing inorcbauts of Calcutta, established a dotjkyard 
there at the beginning of the present century, and in 1801, 
the largest merchantman ever built on the Hooghly, tho 

of 1445 tons, was launched there. 
The nc‘xt year ilie iiusany of humbler dimensions, waj? 
built there, and in 180*‘h the jPm/mc/j of 450 tons. This 
appears to have been the last vessel constructed at tho 
^.ritaghur dockyard, which was soon after closed, and of 
wliich fajt a single ve.stige now remains. A stone’s throw 
from the site of the old dockyard is a ghaut wilh soino 
dilapidated temples above it, which is still r(‘nieinl)ered 
as the })lace Vvhero for thirty y(‘ars ])r. Carey landed and 
einbark(Ml as ho went down to Calcutta and retmned from 
it twice a week, to deliver lectures in Fort William (.-olk'ge. 

jlju’rfiekporc' Park was created by the las1,(‘ and })ublia 
spirit of iiord Wellesley, sc‘venty years ago, and to which 
«‘dl sul)se(pient govcTiiors general have retirtMl from tho noiso 
and 1)ustl(' of tho town to rural [>tivacy. Jl was miginally 
the intiMilion of Lord Wellesley to have brought all tlio 
puldie oilicH’S up from Calcutta and establishcnl tluau iu 
the vicinity of tluj Ptirk. It was with tin’s object tliat ho 
elected a large bungalow, on the site of the ])resent house, 
for a tenipura-ry residence, and near it he laid the foun- 
dation of a palace which was to ha\e cost four lakhs of 
rupees. But the Court of i)ir(K*tors ])eromptorily prohi- 
bit(‘d ilie outlay of so largo a sum on such aii obJ(T>t, and 
the w^ork was .suspended, after the bastanent storey liad beiai 
erecb‘d. The beams, doors, and wdnduws, and ail the oth(U* 
materials, wdiich had been collected, were sold by auction ; 
but the shell of the house stood for many years, till tho 
Marchioness of Hastings pulled it down, and ereeb'd a 
conscTvatory on its site. The temporary liungalow, which 
Lord W(‘ll(‘sley liad erected, served tiui tiirn^of Minto, 
wlio sp(mt much of his time at Barrackpore with his fami- 
ly, but the Manpiis of Hastings enlarged it into the present 
more commodious mansion. 

As a specimen of arcliitccture, the Barrackpore palaco 
lias scarcely any claim.s to oxcelleiicc. The Manpiks Welles- 
ley had originally eoinmenccd this building with the inteii- 
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tion of making it a suitable abode of one who had subver- 
tc^d the throne of Tippoo, humbled the power of the 
Mahrattas, and numbered among his proteges the Great 
Mogul of Delhi. The house is adorned with some excellent 
])ortraits of the royal family of Oude, from the pencil of Mr. 
Home. 

Barrackpore is known by the natives only by the name 
of rhanuck, from the circumstance of Chamock having 
established a bungalow there and gathered a little bazar 
around it. Troops were first stationed at Barrackpore in 
1772, and from that time forward it has acquired the bar- 
barous name of Barrackpore among Europeans, an unna- 
tural compound of an English word and a Sanscrit termi- 
nation. 

Turning round the bed of the river at Barrackpore 
we come to the village of Muneerampore, at the northern 
end of which is the house and garden once occupied by 
General Marley, long the father of the Indian Army, who 
arrived in India in the year 1771, and died in 1842, after 
a residence of seventy-one yeai's in it. 

North of Gossipore lies Barnagore, well dotted with 
brick houses, which indicate the remains of that opulence 
which grew up with the commercial establishments of the 
Dutch. During the greater part of the last century this 
settlement belonged to them, and liere their ve.ssels an- 
chored on their way to Chinsurah. It is said to have been 
originally a Portuguc.se establishment. It was a place of 
considerable trade when Calcutta was the abode of wild 
beasts. 

To the north of Dukhinsore lies the powder maga- 
zine. More than twenty lakhs of rupees have been expend- 
ed in the erection of steam engines and country houses, 
in the space between Dukhinsore and the Chitpore Canal, 
in a range of less than three miles. 

Sook Saugor was formerly at a considerable distance 
from the river, which has of late made fearfid encroach- 
ments, and has not left a vc.stige of the magnificent house 
of the Revenue Board that cost a lakh and halt in its 
erection. The Marquis of Connvallis and suite used often 
in the hot weather to retire to it, as it was the govern- 
ment country seat before the establishment of Barrack- 
pore. The house of Mr. Barretto and a Roman Catholic 
chapel erected by him in 1789, at a cost of 0000 rupees, 
have also been wa.shcd away. Mr. Barretto here liad a 
rum distillery in 1792, as also sugar Avorks; iii liis time tlie 
phice Avas called Chota Calcutta. On Clive passing Sook 
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Saugor, a small battery there gave him a ealuto, he imagin- 
ing it to bo an enemy’s entrenchment and ordered it to bo 
dismantled. On the courts being removed from Moor- 
shedabad to Calcutta in 1772, the Eievenuc Board wai=i 
fixed there, as it was thought more suitable than Calcutta, 
from being in the country. Forster in 1789, gives the 
following description of Sook Saugor : — ‘‘ Sook Saugor is a 
valuable and rising plantation, the property of Messrs. 
Crofts and Lennox ; and these gentlemen have establislied 
at this place a fabric of white cloth, of which the Com- 
pany provide an annual investment of two lakhs of rupees ; 
they have also founded a raw silk manufactory, which as 
it bears the appearance of increase and improvement will, 
I hope, reward the industrious, estimable labours of its 
proprietors. ” The encroachments of the river, together with 
the formation of a large bazar at Chagda, a short distance 
north of the town, have led to the decay of Sook Saugor, 
which owed much of its prosperity to Mr. Barretto, who 
made many roads there, planted with weni trees on both 
sides, which remain to this day. 



CHAPTER VII. 


ROUND THE CAPE. 


In former dayB, when wives were few and native mis- 
tresses many, the greater number of residents were tied to 
India, and had little inducement to quit it. Now however 
wives are many — mistresses few. A married man has maiiy 
inducements to visit his home ; his wife’s health may require 
it ; his children, perhaps, arc sufficiently advariccd in years 
to render it necessary that they should be removed to Eng- 
land for the sake both of physical health and mental culture. 
The voyage has now no terrors for delicate women or young 
children. Times have greatly changed since that excellent 
man, Mr. Shore (afterwards Lord Teignmouth) w^as twice 
under the necessity of tearing himself from a wife to whom 
ho was fondly attached, rather than that she should bravo 
the horrors of the deep, and the dangers of so savage a 
country as India, by accompanying him to the scene of his 
labors. 

At the present period of rapid locomotion it may be 
interesting to look back to the time of our ancestors, 
when the ships of the season made their passage between 
London and Calcutta in six monilis. Tliese may be consi- 
dered the quick runs, for wo usually come across lamenta- 
tions in the papers of much longer time being taken in the 
voyage. ** Seven months and a half have now elapsed since 
the date of the latest advices from Europe !” is the exclama- 
tion of the editor of the Calcutta Gazette in his paper of the 
4th May 1809 ; and wc find the annouiicraent of the arrival 
of a Dutch East Indiaman named The Stuart on the 24th 
March 1789, which had been fourteen months on her voyage 
from Amsterdam to Bengal. 

Here is^^a programme of how the Honorable Company’s 
ships wasted many 2 )recious days in the commencement of 
their voyage : — The A’arZ is to bo afloat the 7th of 

April, sail to Gravesend the 21st ditto, stay there twenty 
days, in the Downs the 17th May, stay there ten days.” Thus 
about q. month was expended before the vessel fairly reached 
the sea. Then there was a stay of four or five days at Ma- 
deira, two or more days at St. Helena, and a week or more 
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at the Ccipe : these detentions no doiilit contributed niucli 
to the pleasantness of the voyage, and broke the monotony 
of a long sea life ; but it added very considerably to tlu‘ time 
0 (!cupied in transit. This was in 1792, and such cont inued 
be the custom till about 1880, when more rapid voyages 
began to be made, and competition to reign in the souls of 
merchant ship captains, so that in the course of a few years 
after, tlm Seringapafanh and other vessels made the entire 
trip from Portsmouth to Calcutta in seventy-nine, sevmity- 
eight and even seventy -seven days, without the aid of steam 
as an auxiliary power. 

The island of St. Ifelena was in those days a port of 
call for both inward and outward Ijoiind Indiamen and sliips 
of war, and a return of vessels which touched there during 
the twelve monthvS from the 15tl‘»: March 1798 to the I ttli 
Manili 1794, shows a lai'gc total. Scarcity one v(‘ssei in a 
hundred ever now touches at the island. I'lie return giv(\s 
us the following information : — Man^h in 15 days 8 vessels ; 
during April Id ; May 14 ; Juno 19 ; July 8 ; August 9; 8ep- 
teml)er 11 ; October 8; November 8 ; December 7 ; January 
1794, 8; February 8; March 5. Total 118 vessels. And 
their ])eriod of stay range<l from tbre(‘ days to nearly 
a month. 

TIu' Court allow'(‘d no one to go to India without a pass, 
and wt‘re, strange to say, rather chary of incnsisiog the 
number of Kuropeau ladies. A Miss Campbtdl to(>k his’ 
passage on board the Hardwlcke for l^ladiara, and there 
being some suspicion that she intendeil proceeding on themu^ 
to India, the Court wrote to the Calcutta (hnasTiment, mi- 
der date January 81, 1755 — “ If tlti'refoni she. shall be 
lanih'd at Bengal or at any ofthosettlementsuiidpr youv 
presidency, you arci her(‘by [lositively orderi'd to taka' ( ftec- 
tual care tliat slie is scut back to England ai tlu', 
expence of the owners of tlie lTar<h>:}ch> u])on IIh' iirs!. ship 
y'oii shall (lesjiatdi.” At this time annual lists of all r- -si- 
dents in Calcutta had to be sc'iit to London, uliieli wc •(' 
carefully examined, and in one instance, the name of Miss 
(hiristian Ross Ixdng discovered as among- th(' residt'uls in 
(-•ih'utta in 1754, she wus ordered to l(‘a\(' th-' count r\. 
However she had left of her owm ac(!ord prc'vioiisjy. 

The first European ladies who madi^ tlu' voy.ag(‘ to 
India wt'rc Portuguese. According to Ihetro J)<‘]la, Valli*, 
wlio visited India in 1928, wc h'arn tliat tlie King < f lA)r- 
tugal took upon liimself to send a small annual invi-sl nieiit. 
of female' or[)haiis to India for tin? e.-^jjeri.d ns * oC ilu- \\ llli is 
on the \vestern coast : — “ Poor, but well de.-reiide-d orplnns,’'’ 
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he writes, “ which were wont to be sent from Portugal every 
year at the King’s charge with a dowry which the king 
gives them, to the end they may be married in India, 
in order to further the peopling of the Portugal colonies 
in those parts.” Of the first lalventurers among English 
ladies we can find no account. At the time of the Black 
Hole affair ( 1756 ) there were several ladies in Calcutta. 
One, an East Indian, was among the sufferers ; but we know 
not what the others who were carried off ' safely to the 
shipping, may have been. Mr. Ives, in 1757, tells us that 
the supercargo of the Futtay Salaam died at Galle, his 
illness being occasioned by a cold he caught in dancing with 
some ladies who were just arrived from Europe.” 

A Madras corres])ondent writes to Mr. ITicky in July 
17S0 : — “ In my last 1 sent yon an account of the iiumbm* 
of ladies which had arrived in the late ships; there came 
eleven in one vessel; too great a number for the peace and 
good order of a round house. Millinery must rise at least 
25 per cent., for the above ladies when they left England 
were well stocked with head dresses of different kinds, 
formed to the highest ton. But from the unfortunate disputes 
which daily arose during the space of the three last months 
of the passage, they had scarce a ca]) left when they arrived.” 
We find on referring to the journals of the day, that few 
ships arrived without bringing a little knot of spinsters, 
and that many of these very S(^on threw oft' their spinster- 
hood. The man-ia,go announcements raise a smil(\ The 
bride is always duly gazetted as ‘‘ a young lady of beauty 
and infinite accomplishments, recently arrivcnl in the 
il///?'U'm;” or “an agreeable young lady who lately arrivcil 
in the Ceres from England. ” 

The Court of Directors had in 1775 and also in 1778 
issued rates of pa-ssag(? money on their various vess(‘ls for 
ofticers proceeding to India, but these rates had evidently 
been exceeded by the commanders of some of the shi])s, so 
on the 5th March I7f)5 the following sclicdnle, dated 2nd 
July 17ft 1, was ])ublis]i(Ml as the a.uthorizf.'d rates for the 
])assage and accommoilalion of persons to India, and which 
Were not to be (wceeded : — 

General ofticers ... ... £ 250 

Gentlemen of council or colonels „ 200 

Lieutenant colonels, majors, senior mer- 
chants, junior merchants ami factors „ 150 

Captains ... ... „ 125 

* Writers, lieutenants and ensigns ... » 105 

Cadets and assistant surgeons ... „ 70 
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At a Court of Directors of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indies/' held on 
tlie 8th October 1784, it was — 

“ Resolved, that the captains and officers of all ships that 
shall sail from any part of India, after receiving notice hereof, 
shall be allowed to bring eight thousand pieces of piece-goods, 
and no more, on paying the customs, and to the Company 
five pounds per cent, duty, and two pounds per cent, for 
warehouse-room, Slc,; that five thousand pieces, and no more, 
may consist of white muslins and callicoes, stitched or plain, 
or either of them, of which five thousand pieces, only two 
thousand pieces may consist of any of the following sorts, 
viz., Alliballies, Abrochs, Cossacs, Dorcas, Jumdannies, Mul- 
niuls, Nainsooks, Neckcloths, Tanjeebs, and Terrindams. 
That three thousand pieces, and no more, may consist of 
colored piece-goods. That the number of pieces of white 
piece-goods and the number of pieces of colored piece-goods, 
shall be allowed to each officer in proportion to his allow- 
ance of tonnage homeward ; that all exceedings of the 
above descriptions of jiiece-goods be charged with twenty 
pounds ])ei’ cent, over and above the customs, five [)()unds 
per cent, duty, and two j>ounds per cent. warchous(}-room. 
And tliat no deviation bo made from this Resolution on 
any account or pretence whatsoever.'* 

Passengers in the Company's ships going home were 
in the habit of taking with them a very large amount 
of goods of various kinds, which they passed as baggag(i; 
this came to the notice of the Court of Directors, who founcl 
on investigation, that in one vessel lately arrivc'd, “ tlio 
space occupi(;d by the passengers’ baggages amounted to the 
immense quantity of sixty-three tons” Restrictions were 
thereupon placed upon the amount of baggage allowed to 
passengers going home. The following scale was published 
on the 11th February 1802 : — 


Gentlemen of council and general officei'S ... 5 tons (‘acb. 
Colonels and senior Jiierchants ... 4 do. 

Lieutenant colonels and junior merchants ... 8 do. 

Majors and factors ... 2i do. 

Captains .... 2 do. 


One half more tonnage to bo added when families were 
taken homo. 


Writers, lieutenants, and ensigns, one ton each. 

All these rates were exclusive of th(‘ir b(‘dding, a table 
and a sopha or two chairs for their respective cabins." 
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When Earl Moira came out as Governor General o'!! hoard 
the Sterling Castle in 1813, there were nearly six hundred 
packages ol goods on board brought out on his account. 

The rates of freight on the Company’s ships were £ 15 
per pipe of wine, and £ 30-10 per ton for all goods laden on 
the “ regular” ships of the season. These rates were before 
1705 ; in that year they were reduced to £ 7-10 per ton 
outwards, .and £ 22-10 jjor ton homewards. 

The rates of insurance in London on the 8th of September 
1707, on ships to and from the East Indies were : — 

To Bengal, Madras, China, &c. home 12 gs. p. 100£ 

To Bengal or China ... 8 guineas 

Extra ships to the East Indies and home 18 do. 

Ditto ditto out 10 do. 

Ditto from the East Indies to London 15 do. 

What reminiscences does the following advertisement 
callup: — For s.ale by auction on the 20Lh May 1702, a 
large u])per roomed house and premises, situate at Kedgeree, 
containing a hall, four bed rooms, and an open verandah, 
standing on eight bigg.as of ground, more or less.” It is 
within our own recollection, when (in 1824) all the 
Company’s passenger ships, and in fact all vessels except salt 
hoys and coasting craft, used to lie off Kedgeree, where 
they discharg(3(l and loaded botli passengers and caigo. Ked- 
geree was rather a populous town then, and possessed one 
or more large taverns, where passengers were accustomed 
lo stay till the sailing of the Y(‘ssels in vlie-h tluy had 
taken their passage. Sea-going pimiaces used to take vho 
passei]gers down from Calcutta to Kedgeuee. The taverns, 
bungalows, and indeed almost all the buildings there have been 
swept away since those da) s, by the encroachments of the 
sea. 

The following novel mode of obtaining fresh water at 
sea, was put in practice by the captain of a vessel while on 
a voyage from the South Seas to the Cape, in 1803, and we 
suppose it was the first experiment of the kind ever made 
and was the origin of the machinery for the supjily of pure 
flrinking water on board of all sea-going vessels of the pre- 
,s(‘nt day. “.Wc soon felt the want of water, ” says Captain 
My(us, the writer of some interesting voyages and travtls 
iouiid the world, — “ and how to be supplied with it became 
a matter of consideration. As ‘ necessity is the parent of 
invention,’ we commenced an experiment on salt water 
with a ,+ea kettle over one of the boilers in the cook house, 
lliis viuhi ])rocoss of distillation soon supplied us with a 
ijuantity of good water, daily replenished w ith our alembic. 
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'Tlu‘ [>laii ol' ujH'i’at loll w.is certainly siin])l(\ and lln‘a|]'a^ 
nitiis by no moans ooinploK. Tin' lu ok ol* tlnMoa koillo 
was closely luted to the n(H‘k ot* the lioiler, by which means 
it condensed the steam and the fluid ran through the \)\\)r^ 
and by the addition of a tube camdiicted into a cask. !>/ 
this mode of operation we Avore enabled to draw off above 
ten gallons of good water per day.” 

The use of limes in cases of men suffering from scur\ y 
on board ship is noticed in a newspaper of 1804. The captain 
of the Hlr William- Falfetuaj on his voyage out, having 
had several cases of scurvy, gave each of the men so diseas- 
ed two limes, every day, which w(we eaten whole with 
their meal of rice. The beneficial effects of the limes 
Avere soon evident, and in about three weeks from tlie time 
of siTving out the limes all the symptoms of the scurvy 
had A^aiiished, and no more cases occurred. The limes hail 
b(^eu put on board by the Government as an experiment. 



c n A r T E u V 1 1 r . 


INNER LIFE OF THE FIRST SETTLERS. 


The iollrnviii^, from Mdciniof^lis Travels is a “ particu- 
lar’' account of the day, as it was commonly spent by Eng- 
lishnum in Bengal, as portrayed in a letter from a resident 
in Calcutta, to his friend in London, dated Calcutta, 23rd 
Hecomber 1770 ; — “ About the hour of seven in the morning, 
his durwan (doorkeeper) opens the gate, and the viranda 
(galbn'y) is free to his circars, peons (footmen), harcarrahs 
(messengers or spies), chubdars (a kind of constables), houc- 
caburdars and consumahs (stewards and butlers), writers 
and solicitors. The head bearer and jemmadar enter the 
hall, and his bed room at eight o’clock. A lady quits his 
side, and is conducted by a private staircase, either to her 
own apartment, or out of the yard. The moment the mas- 
ter throws his legs out of bed, the whole posse in waiting 
rush into his room, each making three salams, by bending 
the body and head very low, and touching the forehead with 
the inside of the fingers, and the floor witli the back part. 
He condescends, perhaps, to nod or cast an eye towards the 
solicitors of his fiwor and protection. In about half an hour 
after undoing and taking off his long drawers, a clean shirt, 
breeches, stockings, and slit)pers arc put upon his body, 
thighs, legs, and feet, without any greater exertion on his 
own part, than if he was a statue. The barber enters, 
shaves him, cuts his nails, and cleans his ears. The chil- 
lumjee and ewer are brought by a servant whose duty it is, 
who pours water upon his hands, to wash his hands and face, 
and presents a towel. The superior then walks in state to 
his breakfasting parlour in his waistcoat ; is seated ; the 
consumah makes and pours out his tea, and presents him 
with a plate of bread or toast. The hair-dresser comes 
behind, and begins his operation, while the houccaburdar 
softly slips the upper end of the snake or tube of the houc- 
ca* into his hand ; while the hair-dresser is doing his duty, 

• The honrea is the machine from which the smoke of tobacco and 
aromatics •are inhaled, through a tube of .several feet, or even yard* in leng'th 
which is called a snake. To .show the deference or indulgence shown by 
ladies to the prnctieo of smoking, we need but traustrlbc a card tor the Gov- 
ernor General’s and his lady’s concert and supper ; — “ Mr. and Mrs, Hastings 
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il\o oTutUmiau is sipping niul smoking b}" turns. 

Bv aiul by his banian presents himselt with hiunble sal am 3, 
and advances somewhat more lorward than the other atten- 
dants. It any of the solicitors are of eminence, they are 
lionored with chairs. These ceremonies are continued per- 
haps till ten o’clock ; when attended by his cavalcade, lie is 
conducted to his palantpiiu, and preceded by eight to t.welve 
chiibdars, harearrahs, and peons, with the insignia of their 
proh‘ssions, and their livery distinguished by t!ie color of 
their turbans and cuinurbands (a long muslin belt wrapt round 
the waist), they move otV at a quick amble ; the set of 
bearers, consisting of eight g-enera-lly, re'lieve each other with 
alertness, and without incommoding tin' master. If he has 
\ i fits to nvike, his peons lead and direct th(^ heurers; ami 
if business renders his necessary, he shows 

himself, and pursues his other engagenusits until two o’clock 
when he and his com])any sit down ])erfectly (it in poiiit 
of dross and addnvss, to a good dinner, each attended by his 
own servant. And the monumt the glasses are introduced, 
regardli^ss of the company of ladicvs, (he houccabiirdars enter, 
each witli a lioucca, and presents the tube to his master, 
walchiiig behind and blowing the fire (he whole time. As 
it is expected that tlioy shall return to supper, at 4 o clock 
they Ix'giii to withdraw without ceremony, and step into 
their ])alanqiuns ; so that in a few minutes, the mas(.er is 
left to go into his bed room, when he is instaiitly undressed 
to his shirt, and his long drawers [uit on ; and he lies down 
in his bed, where he sleeps till about 7 or 8 o’clock ; tin mi 
the former ceremony is repeated, and clean linen of evi ay 
kind as ill the morning, is admiiiistiM'cMl : liis lioiiccabiirdar 
pres(Mits tlie tube to his luind, In^ is plained at the tea table, 
and his liair-dre.sser ])in*f()rms hi.s duty as before. After ten 
luj ]»uts on a liandsonu'. coat, and ])ays visits of (‘(‘vemouy to 
the ladies ; returns a little before 1() o’clock; sujipcM* being 
served at 10. The company keep tugetlicr till between 12 
and I in the morning, preserving great sobriety and decency; 
aiid when they depart, our hero is conducted to Ids bed room, 
Witli no greater exertions than tliese, do the Com)>any’s 
servants amass the most splendid fortunes.” The wri(er of 
the above description has left out of view the morning ablu- 
tion, so common and necessary to a residoMt of Calcutta., 
Surely in those early days such ablutions must have been 
just as necessary as they are in the present day. 

pivseut tln'ir complimonts to Mr. , and rcqni'Rt the favor of his com- 
pany to a concert and supper, on Thursday next, at Mrs. H 'a houso 

in town. The concert to begin at 8 o'clock, Mr. Is requesfed to bring 

no servants except his houccaburdar, — Ist October 1779." 
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It a{)pc:irs soiiiuwhal ofrrnsivc to fair oLl fashloiicJ 
notions of ])ioprit'ty, to observe tho inode in whieh ladies, 
Sonic of rank a r.d education, wire, in the early part of the 
nineteentli coiitury accustoin(‘d to dispose of tlnanselves at 
Calcutta and other presidencies. This will bo seen from the 
following extract of a letter from a young lady, who in ig- 
norance of the prevailing practice, had been induced to go 
out to India in one of the Com})auy’s llects. The letUT, 
%vhich we take from Macintosh’s Travels, was addressc'd by 
the lady to lua- cousin, in 17711, who had desired her to tell 
her the result of her adventures, and to give advice whether^ 
it would be tit for iier to try the same ex])eriment : — 

'' Mu dvitred MarUty — With rospc'ct to your rccpiost 
that r should t(dl you ])lainly what I think of these matri- 
monial scliemes (for such they are, let people disguise them 
frs they will,) I never can impress upon yon too strongly the 
folly and im[)ruprlety of your making such an jitUniipt. 
Certainly, the vc‘ry proje^ct its(df is one of the utmost delica- 
cy ; for what is it hut running counter to all the dictates of 
that diiiidenco and native modesty for whicli English women 
have been so long held up as the perfect models ? ^ * 

“ True it is 1 am married ; I have obtained that for 
which I <*a.m(? out to India — ^a husband; but 1 have lost 
what I h‘ft behind mo in my native country — hapj)in(‘ss. 
Yet my husband is rich, as rich, or richer, than 1 could 
desire ; but his h(‘alth is ruined, as well as his temper, and 
lie has taken me rather as a convenience than as a com])a- 
nion ; and he ]days the tyrant over me with as much sevfirity 
ns if J were one of tin' slaves tha.t carry his palaiKpiiu. J 
will just give you a hasty sketch of the manner in which I 
came by him. Wluit a state of things is that, where tlu' 
liappiness of a wife de])<*uds upon tlic death of th.at man 
who should be the c.liuT^ not the only source of lu a* hdicity. 
However such is the fact in India: tlio wives arc looking out 
with gratitude for the next mortality tliat may carry oft'tlii'ir 
husbands, in <wdcr that tliey may return to England to liv<‘ 
upon their jointures; they live a inarriLHl life, an absolut(‘ 
misery, that they may enjoy a widowhood of afflmmec and 
iiKh*penderice. This is no exaggeration, I assure yon. 

•‘You kniow that, independent of others, tlna-o were 

Ihirty of us foniales on board the H , who sailed upon 

tlie same speculation ; we were of all ages, complexions, and 
sizes, witli little or nothing in common, but that Ave 
single, mnl wished to get married. Some wcto absrdutely 
old maids of the shrivelled and dry (h'seription, most of 
tliem above (he age of fifty ; while otliers were mere girls 
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just freed from the tyranny of the dancing, music, and 
drawing masters at boarding school, ignorant of almost every- 
thing that was useful, and educated merely to cover the 
surface of their mental deformity. 1 promise you, to me it 
was no slight penance to be exposed during the whole voyage 
to the half sneering, satirical looks of the mates and guinea 
pigs,* and it would have been intolerable, but for the good 

conduct and politeness of Captain S . He was a man of 

most gentlemanly deportment, but the involuntary com- 
passion I fancied I sometimes discovered in him was 
extremely irksome. However, we will suppose our voyage 
ended for nothing at all material happened, and that we are 
now safely landed at Calcutta. 

'' This place has many houses of entertainment of all 
descriptions, and the gaiety that prevails after the arrival 
of a fleet from England s astonishing. The town is filled 
with military and civil officers of all classes; and the first 
thing done after we have recovered our looks, is for the 
captains to give an entertainment, to which they issue 
general invitations; and every body, with the look and 
attendance of a gentlcniau, is at liberty to make his appear- 
ance. The speculative ladies, who have come out in the 
different ships, dress themselves with all the splendour 
they can assume, exhausting upon finery all the little 
stock of money they have brought out with them from 
Europe. This is in truth their last, or nearly their last 
stalco, and they are all determined to look and dance as 
divinely as possible. 

Such arc the majority of the ladies; while the gentle- 
men arc principally composed of those who have for some 
time resided in the country, and having realized fortunes,, 
are determined to obtain wives with as little delay as 
passible. Tlicy are, as T have said, of all ranks, but gene- 
rally of pale and s([ualiJ complexions, and suffering under 
the grievous infliction of liver complaints. A pretty pros- 
pect this for matrimonial haupiness ! Not a few are old 
and infirm, leaning upon sticks ami crutches, and even 
supported about the apartment by their gorgeously dressed 
servants, for a display of all kinds of splendour on their part 
is no less attempted and accomplished. These old decrepit 
gentlemen aldrcss themselves to the youngest add prettiest, 
an i the youngest and prettiest, if properly instructed in 
their parts, betray no sort of coyness or reluctance. In fact, 
this is the mode in which matches are generally made; and 


* So the midehipmen on board Indiamen were called, 
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if now and then one happy couple come together, thousands 
are married with no hope of comfort, and with a prospect 
merely of splendid misery. Generally speaking, in India, 
the officers make the best husbands, for they are frequently 
young and uninjured by the climate, and are the best 
disposed to attend to the wishes of their wives. 

“ This is called the Captain's Ball, and most frequently 
the greater part of the expectant ladies are disposed of 
there; it is really curious, but most melancholy, to see them 
ranged round the room, waiting with the utmost anxiety 
for offers, and looking with envy upon all who are more 
fortunate than themselves. 

“ If however, as is sometimes the case, a considerable 
number remain on hand; after the lapse of about three 
months, they unite in giving an entertainment at their 
own expense, to which all gentlemen are at liberty to go; 
and if they fail in this dernier ressort, this forlorn hope, 
they must give up the attempt, and return to England.” 

On a young lady landing she was in a manner “ exhibi- 
ted” before those in search of partners. For the first 
three or four nights the house where she resided was beset 
with visitors, and probably the greater part of the night 
was spent in receiving such. It was the rule to ** strike 
the iron while hot,” and marriages were concluded as quick- 
ly as possible. But the Governor General's licence to be 
married was necessary to constitute it a legal one. On 
occasion of marriages the officiating minister was accus- 
tomed to receive as his fee from sixteen to twenty gold 
mohurs, and five gold mohurs for a baptism. No wonder 
that the chaplains were able to make such splendid fortunes 
in a short time. 

We cull a portion of a poetical letter said to have been 
written by a lady in Calcutta, to her friend in England, des- 
cribing how she spent her time during the day ; — 

“ After a sultry restless night, 

Tormented with the bum and bite 
Of pois'nous insects out of number, 

That here infest one’s midnight slumber, 

1 rise fatigued, almost expended, 

Yet suddenly when breakfast’s ended, 

•"Away we hurry with our fops 

To rummage o’er the Europe shops : 

And when of caps and gauze we hear, 

Oh I how we scramble for a share ! 

Then should some two with keen desire 
The self-same lace or fringe admire. 

What sharp contention, arch remarks, 

Whilst trem'bling wai^ ottr anxious iparks. 
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Wkai smart rejoinders and replies, 

Wliilst lightnings flash from gentle eyes : 

Let prudes declaim on ease and grace, 

This animates a charming face, 

This sets the blood in circulatioR, 

And gives the town some conversation. 

At table, next, jou'd see us seated. 

In liberal style with plenty treated. 

Near me a gentle swain, with leave 
To rank himself my humble slave. 

Well, here I know I’m at my task. 

Ten thousi^nd things I know you*d ask. 

As “ what’s his age, his size, his face,*’ 

His mind and manners next you’d trace. 

His purse, dear girl ; the custom here 
First points to that ; so en premier, 

A chief, my Strephon was before. 

At some strange place that ends with 
Where dext’rously he swell’d his store 
Of lacks, and yet is adding more.” 

The following lines, taken from a spirited jeu d* esprit, 
a parody on “The Splendid Shilling,*' by Philips, appeared 
in a Calcutta periodical about 1812; we extract them as 
they have reference to those pleasant companions of dwell- 
ers in the Plains, the musquitoes: — 

** So pass my days. But when nocturnal shadei 
This world envelope, and the sultry air 
Persuades men to allay their parching thirst 
With pleasing wines, and plates of cooling ice ! 

He, bilious sitting, midst ten thousand swarm* 

Of curs’d musquitoes, in a narrow room. 

Itching, behold ! and feed with dismal thoughta 
My anxious mind, or sometimes, take a flute 
And play Hoi Roe, or mournful March in Saul; 

Or muse on banish’d youth, and poor cadets, 

Or rum orthographers, and A B, 0 ? 

Meanwhile I labor with eternal itch. 

And restless scratch and rave; my bitten legs 
Find no relief, nor heavy eyes repose ; 

But if a slumber haply does invade 
My weary limbs ; my fancy still awake, 

Thoughtful of ease, and eager in a dream, 

Murders imaginary swarms of flies, 

In Vain — awake, I And their cursed bites 
fStill itching, and the pleasing phantom curse.” 

A poem, entitled “Calcutta** affords a “remarkably 
correct and happy picture of the passing scenes and feelings 
of an Indian life.’* The book is out of print, but some 
extracts from it we have come across, may^ amuse oiir 
readers of the present day. A youth recently from Eng- 
land, and destined for the civil service, who is in his 
grijflnnge, full of extravagant but disappointed hopes, and 
fond of pleasure, thus breaks out in poetic language: — 

” Cur]>e on the ship in evil hour that bore 
My jolted frame to Ind\Vb burning ibors 1 
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An fnauApiciouB hour from which I date 
The bitter torments of a wretched fare : 

Dt-luded, listeninvr 1 1 the tales they told. 

Lands rich in mines, and rivers sireamint' grold ; 

Whence twelve short years, in Luxurv’s lap beguiled. 

Would bear me homtwurd. Fortune’s favorite child ; 

To pass my days in bume secure retreat, 

Or (jrace the mazes of iSt Janies’ Stieet. 

• 

Now, sad reverse ! the rich delusion flies, 

House, park and carriage, vanish from my eyes ! 

Condemned, alas ! tweUe tedious years to bum, 

Nor dare iho vast expenses of return, 

W’hon ^ll *ho sivi.igsof attentive care 
Would scarcely buy a cabin eight feet square.” 

We hasten over the poem to give an extract of the 
usual evening airing, when people were accustomed, as they 
are now, to snitf the air on the llooghly’s bank on the 
Course” or jiublic drive: — 

“Sedate they quit the ruminating chair. 

And breathe abroad the ev’niiig duat and air. 

* • ♦ • 

What time, when drippintr with exhaling sap, 

Thf yrross hcer diinker li^e^ from his nap, 

And fojth uiiiiniinoualy loyed to break 
The Iniio arrest, and re\el while awake, 

Full mai'y asoddeued toirn in jacket white, 

Wiinrs liorn the thronj'iiii* (Jouise nis airy flight, 

B«'rne on the steed, <>» peichei with tihip and reins, 

In a de.ir speenren of Sieuart’ s pains. 

Fd'^t roll the wheels; the seise, wnh equal pace, 

Grnspx the kind aid ol some befriending br.»ce 
And draj'u^ed and whirled, with chowrie in his hand, 

Longs for the a-ti nctirns of ihe lav’nte baud. 

When his own ^aheh, to harmony alive, 

May join ihe crowds ^le^elt^llg fiom rhe drive, 

Ami o’er the fitnibliiio lir.i whridge ra fling hard, 

Kush to the jileasures of the promt iiaue.” 

Wo shall close with a dcscrqition of the concomitants of 
refection in the East, the pleasures of which as here depicted 
an Englishman in England would hardly credit: — 

“ Lt'f then the swinish epieme confess 
His abject love to wallow in excess! 

“ Drink now, ” he cries, “ and heap the groaning board 
With every taste that orient climes uflbid ’’ 

ISay, do his ravished eyes with transport glow, 

Or heavy sighs attest the glutton’s woe? 

Alas ! creative nature calls to light 
Myriads of winged lorms in sportive flight. 

On evo»*y dhh the bouncing beetle f.dlH, 

'J he^cockmach plays, oi caterpillar crawls ; 

A thousand shapes of variegated hues 
Parade the table and inspect the stews ! 

1'he living walls the swarming hundreds stick. 

Or court, a dainty meal, the oily wick ; 

Heaps over heaps their slimy bodies drench, 

,, Outgo the lamps with suffocating stench ! 

O Kngland ! show, with all thy fabled bliss. 

One scene of real happiness like this P’ 
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Drinking had long been one of the '‘rationaF* amuse- 
ments with which our ancestors sought to beguile the 
time. Arrack punch would seem to have been the first 
beverage to which the English in India addicted them- 
selves — and it often proved to be the last. A travelhii* of 
the time speaks of another beverage as ruinous — “We 
conversed together for some time, driiikiiig a little of hot 
wine boiled with cloves, cinnamon and other spices, which 
the English call burnt wine, and used to drink frequently 
iii the rnuriiing, to comfort their stomach.’* With such 
a habit it is noi surprising tliat it w is said of the people 
that “their lives were not worth two monsoons.” At a later 
period there was a Persian wijie, miieh in favor, which Mr. 
Ives (1757) tells us was supplied by the Company toils 
ser/ants at the western factories; and was “the best he ever 
tasted, except claret.” It was not very long, however, be- 
fore Euro}K‘aii boors and wines wore imported, and consumed 
by those who could afford to pay the high prices then fixed 
on these ikjw most ac^'essiblu beverages. Punch and sher- 
bet, being always cheap, were the common drinks of the 
young military men; and pretty iVedy were they consumed, 
at all hours, iiv'>ui morning to night. And to this slow poison 
it may be cuiniihmtly asserted that a very large proportion 
of the annual mortality may bo attributed. Towards the 
end of tin; (;entury, this vice began to decline. Men found 
that it was better to live than to drink themselves into 
untimely graves. Mr. Tennant, writing in 1796, says — 
“Regularity of living and temperance are much more pre-’ 
valent among the pr<i&ent inhabitants than the first adven- 
tn rers. ” 

The hoohflt was the grand whiler away of time with 
our ancestors in old Calcutta. East Indian ladies win'c said 
to have been niue;h adlu^ted to its use, while gentlemen, 
instead of their yierusal of a jiaper “ furnishing the head 
with politics and the heart with sc.ajida],” indulged them- 
selves with the hookali’s fume, while under the hands of the 
peruquier ill tile days wlieii powdiT and pig tails were in 
fashion, Grand Pre thus notices the hookah and its at- 
tendant the hookaburdar : — “Every liookaburdar prepares 
sopawilcly ih.it ei' his i.ia.’,icr in an ad joining apartment, and, 
entering all Ingeihcr with tlni dccoi-il, ility rar/ge themselves 
round the table. For half an hour there is a continued 
clamour, and nothing is distinctly heard but the cry for 
silence, till the noise subsides and the conversation assumes 
its usual tone. It is scarcely possible to see through the 
cloud of smoke which fills the apartment. The effect pro- 
duc<Hl by these circumstances is whimsical enough to a 
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stranger, and if he has not his hookah he will find himself 
in an awkward and unpleasant situation. The rage of smok- 
ing extends even to the ladies ; and the highest compliment 
they can pay a man is to give him preference by smoking 
his hookah. In this case it is a point of politeness to take off 
the mouthpiece he is using, and substitute a fresh one, which 
he presents to the lady with his hookah, who soon returns 
it. This compliment is not always of a trivial importance ; 
it sometimes signifies a great deal to a friend, and often still 
more to a husband.” 

Among the advertisements of an European firm in Cal- 
cutta in 1792, we observe “ Elegant Hookah bottoms — urn 
shaped, richly cut, with plates and mouth pieces.” As 
noticed before, the long hookah was considered not only 
fashionable but an indispensable article in the dining 
room at every house of elegance and respectability, and 
a hookah rug constituted one of the carpet work fancies 
of young ladies of the day, as presents to those of their 
relatives and friends whom they respected or loved. We 
remember the time when the hookah was introduced with 
the desert, and we have seen thirty hookahs on each side of 
the table, one behind almost every diner, with its respective 
hookaburdar feeding the chillum (reservoir which contained 
the tobacco,) and keeping up the red glow of the gool, 
(ball of fire while) his master was employed in converse with 
Ixis neighbors. The gurgle gurgle of these sixty hookahs 
was strange music, and rather discordant, but no dinner 
would have been considered the thing without such accom- 
paniment. It was not till 1840 that the practice began to 
tall into disuse. 

Mrs Fay writes of card-playing : — ‘‘ After tea, either 
cards or music fill up the space till ten, when supper is 
generally announced. Five card loo is the usual game ; and 
they play a rupee a fish, limited to ten. This will strike 
you as being enormously high, but it is thought nothing of 
here. Tre, dille and whist are much in fashion, but ladies 
seldom join in the latter ; for though the stakes are moderate, 
bets frequently run high among the gentlemen, which rend- 
ers those anxious who sit down for amusement, lest others 
should lose by their blunders.” 

** Physic,” Hartley House states, in the last century," as 
well as law, is a gold mine to its professors to work it at will. 
The medical men in Calcutta make their visits in palanquins, 
and receive a gold mohur from each patient for eveiy common 
attendance ; extras are enormous ; medicines are also rated 
so high, that it is shocking to think of : in order to soften 
which public evil, as much as possible, an apothecary’s shop 
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is opened at the Old Fort, by the Company, in the nature 
of your London dispensaries, where drugs are vended upon 
reasonable terms. The following charges are specimens 'of 
the expenses those Europeans incur, who sacrifice to ap- 
pearances. An ounce of bark, three rupees: an ounce of 
salts, one rupee ; a bolus, one rupee ; a blister, two rupees ; — 
and so on, in proportion ; so that literally speaking, you may 
ruin your fortune, to preserve your life.*' 

Dr. Halliday brought a claim in the Calcutta Court 
of Requests, on the 2nd July 182S, against the executors 
of the late Mr. Joseph, “ of Sicca rupees 3S4, for six visits 
paid by him to the deceased at the rate of Sicca rupees 64 
for each visit.” Prosecutor was nonsuited on account of 
absence. We notice the case, only as an evidence of the 
high charge made by medical men for their visits in those 
days. 

Williamson writes of gentlemen's dress before 1800 : — 
"In miny instances these evening visits are paid in a very 
airy manner ; coats being often dispensed with ; the gentle- 
men wearing only an upper and an under waistcoat both of 
white linen and the former having sleeves. Such would 
appear an extraordinary freedom, were it not established 
ty custom, though it generally happens that gentlemen 
newly arrived from Europe, especially the oflBcers of His 
Majesty’s regiments, wear their coats and prefer undergoing 
a kind of warm bath of the most distressing description 
both to them-jolves and to their neighbors; but in the course 
of tim-3, they fall in with the local usages, and though they 
may enter the room in that cumbrous habit, rarely fail 
to divest themselves of it as soon as the first ceremonies 
are over, in favor of an upper waistcoat which a servant 
has in readiness.” Lord Valentia in 1804*, states that Eng- 
lish black alpaca began to be considered more fashionable 
and soon superseded the white linen waistcoat There 
was one singular article of dress, to which Grand Pre alludes. 
He says — " To be secure from the attacks of musquitoes it 
is the custom to wear within doors, if one stays any time, 
whether for meals or any other purpose, j^as^e board rov^nd 
the legs!' 

An excellent expression is that, " durwaza bund,”* and 
one to which several meanings are attached. * " In some in- 
stances it implies that the lady of the house is lazy, and has 
not dressed to receive visitors ; in others that baby is ill, 
or perhaps otherwise occupied, and that she is attending on 


* Tbf door it thut. 




( «0 ) 


it : on some occasions, that slie is suffering from one or other 
of the numerous forms of indisposition that afflict the sex 
in* India. All these are vaj 'd i xt*n‘:.e'? i?i way : but how 

comes it that at such and such a house where we received 
this message we saw, standing in the compound, a buggy 
and horse extremely like those .of Captain Snooks, of oiu; of 
the native regiments that after four years’ resilience at the 
station mutinied and dissolved themselves ? How can we 
reconcile this little fact with the message we have just re- 
ceived ? The interpretation is, however, easy. It signifies 
that the lady is more agreeably occupied than slie would be 
if receiving us.” 

The introduction of tatties into Calcutta is mentioned 
in a letter from Dr. Campbell, dated 10th May 1789 ; — 
“We have had very hot winds and delightful cool houses. 
Every body uses tatties now. They are delightful contri- 
vances. My hall, by means of tatties lias been cool as in 
Europe, while the other rooms were uni n habitable, twenty- 
five degrees difference by Fahrenheit’s thermometer.” 
“ Tatties are however dangerou.’* when yon are obliged to leave 
them and go abroad, the heat acts so powerfully on the body 
that you are commonly affected with a severe catarrh.” 

Tiffins (lunch) seem to have come into use in Calcutta 
with the present century — and the dinner hour, which had 
been growing later and later in the day, to have been thrown 
back about the same time suddenly to the evening. Lord 
Valentia, who visited Calcutta about 1805, says — It is 
usual in Calcutta to rise early, in order to enjoy the cool 
air of the morning, which is particularly pleasant before sun- 
rise. At 12 they take a hot meal, which they call tiffin, and 
they generally go to bed for two or three hours. Tlic dinner 
hour is commonly betweim 7 and 8 ; which is certainly too 
late in this hot climate, as ir juov^cnts an ('V'}nj}g ride at 
the proper time and keeps them up till midnight or l iter.” 

The Siesta or mid-day rest, so common in Italy and 
all tropical countries, so it freshing to early risers, generally 
succeeded the early dinner of former times. The siesta was 
however sometimes fatal under cinai instances like those 
Hadley relates — “ Ha\'i ng ate heartily of meats, and drank 
a quantity of porter, they throw themselves on the bed un- 
dressed, the wdndow^s and doors open. A profuse perspiration 
ensues, which is often suildeiily checked by a cold north 
west wind. This brings on what is called a pucka (putrid) 
fever, which will often terminate in death in six hours, par- 
ticularly with people of a corpulent, plethoric habit of body. 
And wef have known two instances of dining with a gentle- 
man, and being invited to his burial before supper time.” 
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Hotels generally were not established in Calcutta till 
about 1810; previous to that »here were taverns in the LaU 
Bazar and Cossitollah. In 1780 however we find an adver- 
tisement of a hotel in Calcutta to be kept by Sir K Iinpcy’s 
“ late steward and Sir T. Rmnbold’s L* to cook,” where there 
wore “ turtles dressed, gcii Uemen boarded, and families supplied 
with pastry.” On the increase of strangers and tom]>orary 
residents in Calcutta, the cost and inconvenience of furnishing 
a whole house, led to the setting up of boarding houses. 
The Wilson” of 1800 was established at Fultah, where a 
largo establishment was maintained for families and single 
ladies, who had to embark and disembark there on account 
of the tide. 


H vising pu ikah^ are saitl by one authority to have 
originated in C ilciitta by accident, towards the close of last 
century. It is reported that a clerk in a Govornmont ollice 
suspended the leaf of a table, which was accidentally waved 
to and fro by a visitor. A breath of cool air followed the 
movement, and suggested the idea which was worked out 
and resulted in the present machine. Before this discovery 
fans or chowric.s made of palm loaves, only were used. A 
class of natives was employed for using these fans; they 
wore called Kittesol boys,” and were dressed “in white 
muslin jackets tied round the waist with green sashes, and 
gartered at the knees in like manner with the puckered 
sleeves in England, with white turbans, bound by the same 
colored ribband.” 

The furniture in houses in Calcutta was much less last 
century than now, as besides the expense of European 
furniture in those days, it was considered not proper to 
have the rooms furnished with articles beyond the actual 
necessaries, as it was supposed that much furniture heated 
the house and afforded shelter to vermin, which were then 
more abundant fronathe swamps near (Jahaitta. Mrs. Kin- 
dersley writes on this subject in 171)7: — “ Furniture i.s so^ 
exorbitantly dear, and so difficult to procure, that one 
seldom sees a room where all the chairs are of one sort; 
people of first consequence are forced to pick tliem up as 
they can, either from the captains of Europe ships or from 
China, or having sets made by blundering carpenters of the 
country, or send for them to Bombay which are generally 
received about three years after they are bespoke; so that 
those people who have groat good luck, generally got 
their houses tolerably well equipped by the time they are 
quitting them to return to England.” 
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Ok] Iiidians woifi, in ]>ygoiie times, generally conceived 
be distinguislied for excessive wealth, diseased livers, a 
repulsive querulousness of manner, and a luxurious way of 
life. That large fortunes were made sometimes, and that 
the extreme of oriental luxury was indulged in by some 
European residents, and hence imported in a modified form 
into the west, is a fact sufficiently well established for us 
most willingly to concede; but we question whether these 
examples ought not rather to be regarded as fonning the 
exceptions than the rule. The truth is, that in the old 
times very few returned to England at all; and that as 
these returned with large fortunes — rarely or never honestly 
acquired — an impression boon got abroad that India was 
an El Dorado, and that pagodas and rupees were to be 
had for the mere stooping to pick thorn up. This was a 
sad mistake. As regards the general prospects of the Euro- 
pean adventurer, we hesitate not to say that they wore far 
less cheering than they are at the present time. The 
gloomy side of tlio jDicture has not been exposed to view; 
but if the whole truth were to be told, how much of the 
wretchedness and desolation of friendless exile would be 
set down in the chronicle — how many sad talcs of home- 
less want and disconsolate sorrow, and sickness, unrelieved 
by one gleam of kindness an<l comfort, would bo told. 
There was, in tlios(^ days, much more to wrestle against at 
the outset, much more to try, perhaps to break, the strongest 
spirit. They wlio triumphed, triumphed not in vain; but 
hv)w many wore beaten di>wn. When Mr. Shore arrived in 
India as a writer in 1709, his salary —eight ini pees a 
^novfli ; n.nd this too in the Secret and Political Depart- 
ment. When Sir Thomas Miinro arrived in India as a 
<^adet, in 17S(), his j>ay was live p.agodas a month with free 
(piarters, or ton ])agoda.s without. “ Of the five pagodas,” 
said Mr. Munro, “ I pay two to a Dubash, one to the servants 
of the Mess, and one for hair dressing and washing; so tliat 
I have one pagoda per month to feed and clothe me.” For- 
tunate young man ! 

We differ from our forefathers in nothing more remark- 
ably than in tlie distribution of our time. We have been 
gradually getting into later and later hours; lengthening out 
the day for purposes of business, and assimilating our cus- 
toms to tho.se which obtain at home. “ The writers,” says 
Mr. Forbes in his Menioirs, ‘‘at the j)eriod of my arrival at 
Bombay, (1705) and during the whole time of my officiat- 
ing in, that capacity, were fully engaged from 9 o’clock to 
12, when they retired from their respective offices to din- 
ner, which was then at 1 o’clock in every class of English 
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society. At H the writ<‘r.s retunuHl to their employment 
until 5 ; when, after a disli of tea, a social walk on a fine 
sandy beach, open to the salubrious western breeze, gave 
us a keener appetite for sup])er than our scanty pittance of 
thirty rupees per month could furnish. Such was our cons- 
tant practice six days in the week.*’ And as it was at 
Bombay so was it in Calcutta. Writing in 1783, Mrs. 
Fay, the wife of a barrister, says, — '‘The dinner hour here 
is 2, and it is customary to sit a long while at table; particu- 
larly during the cold weather. During dinner a good deal 
of wine is drank, but veny little after the cloth is removed, 
except in bachelor’s parlies, as they are called; for the cus- 
tom of reposing, if not of sleeping, after dinner, is so general, 
that the streets of Calcutta are from 4 to 5 iu the afternoon, 
almost as empty of Europeans as if it were midnight. Next 
come the evening airings on the Course, where every one 
goes, though sure of being lialf suffocated with dust. On 
returning thence, tea is served, and universally drank here 
even during the extreme heats. Atter tea, either cards or 
music fill up the space till 10, when supper is usually an- 
nounced. Formal visits are paid in the evening; they are 
generally very short, as perhaps each lady has a dozen calls 
to make, and a party waiting for her at home besides. 
Gentlemen also call to offer their respects, and if asked to 
put down their hats it is considered as an invitation to 
supper.” 

In these times, the day's work is really a day's work; 
men do not go home to tiffins or early dinners; nor can they 
afford to indulge in the afternoon siestas, which, in former 
days were so general. A true bill, we believe, may be 
found on this latter charge against some ladies and some 
regimental officers; and during trying hot winds in the 
upper provinces, the custom of sleeping during the middle 
of the day still prevails; but the majority of European resi- 
dents in India have too much to do, to think of sleeping 
before dinner. From 10 or 11 o’clock to 5 or G, office men 
are hard at work. Let none .suppo.se, that they lounge 
through their business, after an indolent undress fashion — 
that they loll upon easy couche.s, hookah in hand, and lazily 
give instructions to their underling.s, whilst thi)y .sij) their 
delicious sherbet and puft' out the fumes of the odoriferou.s 
chiliam. The life of a man of business in India is any- 
thing but a luxurious one. In spite of heat, of languor, of 
oppression, of all the overpowering influences of the climate, 
he toils throughout the long day, in a comfortless counting 
house, perhaps in a room, the heated atmosplu're of which 
is rendered nion* intolernbi* l^y Hu- ])re.‘:eriee uf a seore uf 
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only native clerks: and returns home at sunset, jaded and 
exhausted, to take his evening drive, and afterwards perhaps^ 
to be dragged to a sultry dinner party. The diners-out 
however form but a segment, though a large one of our 
society. There are many who delight in the quiet even- 
ing at home, and rarely or never cross their threshold, to 
dinner, ball, play or concert, after returning from their 
evening drive. The domestic virtues are cultivated as 
sedulously in India, as in England; and not perhaps, by a 
smaller proportion of the gi'oss amount of gentility. 

The age of damsel-errantry is past. The greater num- 
ber of young ladies, who embark for India on board our 
splendid passenger steamers, turn their faces towards the 
East, because their home is there. Their legitimate protec- 
tors reside in India, and they are but returning to the 
parental roof, from which the circumstance s of tiielr j)ositioii 
have temporarily banished them. They do not olteii arrive 
in the country with very extravagant notiojis ol tim splendid 
establishments in store for them — or, indeed, will) any \ery 
absorbing thoughts of the great matter of matrimony at 1*11. 
Once settled here, they difter very little, in character and 
conduct, from young ladies in Euro2)o of the same rank in 
life. Every year indeed diminishes the breadth of the 
distinctions, which wei'c once apj^arent. There is more 
domesticity in Indian lif<.‘, than formerly characterised our 
social relations. Our young ladies are, for the most part, to 
be seen at home — happy, coutcnte<l, amiable. They are 
daughters and sisters; not mere husband-hunting spinsters. 
They have generally been educated, though perhaps not 
cjuite so carefully in some im})Oitant points, as if their 
education had been conducted under the maternal eye; and 
their convx^rsatioii is, in i/o respect, inferior to that of young 
ladies of the same age and rank in the mother country. 
As regards the happiness of domestic life in India, we not 
hesitate to ex})ress an opinion to Ihe otfect, that in no 
community, with whose social eliavact eristics we are acquain- 
ted, is there more married ha]>[jin ‘^s than among the Eng- 
lish in the East. Husbands and uives are more dependent 
on each other in this couutiy than at home. Thcie is no 
place in the world where a man stands more in need of the 
companionship of his wife, particularly in times of sickness. 

It may sound strange to people at home, that children in 
India sit up till a late hour. Few, indeed, retire so early as 
they do in England ; but then there is no necessity. 'Within 
doors all day long as they are obliged to remain, there is in 
reality to them very little difference between day and night, 
unless in so far as sunlight characterises the one, and lamp- 



light tho other. The iuWrvid.s ut‘ sleeping and waking ar<i 
tolerably equally distributed ovot the tvveuly-four hours, and 
although children are almost invariably up and astir witfi 
the lirst dawn of day, they perhai)s up.on the whole sleep 
during a greater number of hours before sunset than they do 
from that time till sunrise. 

But we are talking of children — Indian children — ^poor 
little mortals that they are 1 Not for them are any of the 
lightsome joys that consecrate in after years the recollection 
of that most blest of life's charging scenes, as their more 
fortunate cousins whose happy lot it is to be born under a 
western and more temperate clime. The bird's nesting, the 
prowling in the burn," the games at roin}»s, the blithesomo 
race through hill and dale ; these, and the thousand other 
ot the children of our own har>py land are to rhose 
of India ns if Uiey hod no exist eucc. In their stead, tho 
IiidivUi child is tnught Ly the native servants to ]>ass its time 
as they tlruiiseUGs do, in li tiess inociivity. If perchance 
its infantile iu..tinels shv>uld at any tinio lead it away at a 
pace at all iip]>roaching a rorn)), it is at once ]aille(i back, 
shaken, and mayliap pinclied slyly, but severely, by the 
mild and gentle looking swarthy being wlio, to all a])pcarance, 
is intently solicitous i\;g.iAung it. To sib monkcy-lilic in the 
arms of a nurse, playing with rude toys that evidently give 
as much amusement to the a3"ah, or the bearer, as to tho 
child itself; to “hum" snatches of llindostaiice songs ; to 
listen to loscivious an* cdotes of Hindoo gods; to spook dis- 
respectfully of their mol!H*r; tc^ lie', cheat, and s*‘eol ; these 
and many other amusements scMnady less re}>rehensiblc, 
form the c‘arly cidiicjitioii of a British child left to the tuition 
of the native servuants of India. 

A c:)rrespoii(lcnt of the Calcutta Gazette sends, in 
1789, tho following petition : — 

“ Tho humble petition of Mr. 

“Your j)etitioner begs leave most submissively to re- 
present the unaccountable and unjust encroachment of Es- 
quire. Your petitioner's ancestors were of lamilies highly 
respected, and in his native country he is now considered on 
a footing with gentlemen of the first consequence. It is tho 
abuse of this country ho complains of. ** 

“ When your petitioner was first known in India, though 
his rank and situation were not adequate to his title and 
merits, yet being received in the best societies the country 
afforded, he had no great cause to complain ; but now what 
a sad reverse of fortune, through want ofbr(,*edingin u’pstarts, 
or ignorance of his merits and claims ! The first fall your 
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prtiuoui'V v\^as among shu]jkeepers and auctioneers, 

Vvvlurs auf] priiitors. But now, will you believe it, he is 
spuriiod by blacksmiths and horse doctors, rough-riders and 
postillions, when addrovssed by each other. It was no longer 
than last week a most serious quarrel was decided between 
Frizzle, a journeyman hair-dresser, and Snaffle, a menage 
rough-rider, with the loss of eight ounces of blood from the 
nose of one party, and tlie damage of a black eye to the other, 
which originated in the latter having neglected the title of 
Esquire in his adilress to the former, though he dignified 
him Y/ith the epithet of your petitioner. 

“ This absue of esquiring all degrees is now carried to 
such lengths, that your petitioner is almost totally banished 
from the settlement, and is never heard of except when a 
master addresses his servant, or a taylor his journeyman ; 
even the obscurity of the parties, ignorance of their names, 
or a distrust whether they wei'C ever christianized, does not 
de}jvive them of this title, for rather than allow one to escape, 
or hurt the feelings of a Portuguese cook, he is dubbed with 
blank Esquire. 

‘‘ Your petitioner has therefore at length ventured to 
represent his situation, and bogs you will lay his case before 
the public that he may be restored to his right and station. 
He will excuse such absurd flattery in debtors to merciless 
creditors, in dependants to patrons, or servants to their mas- 
ters ; but he hopes and trusts that the real gentlemen of the 
scttlcinont will in liiture think it no disgrace to be addressed 
by their [)ruj)er and resj.octablc epithet of plain Mr., and 
that those who usurp tlui characters of geutlemon, will not 
spurn a title which their fathers and their relations at home 
would even think it ridicule to be honored with ; so strange 
is the infatuation, that people are not contented with re- 
quiring the title of Es(piire from others, but have the ab- 
surdity to dub themselves such in public addresses. This 
betrays a weak vanity generally attached to mushrocm 
gentry, and evinces the propriety and truth of the adage, 

* that humility is true gentility.' 

It may not be unamusing to trace the origin of this 
epidemic contagion. Mr. Retail is a dukandar* in the China 
Bazar, and addresses the Gunner of the Ganges, and solicits 
the disposal of Wadding, Esquire's adventure. This man of 
powder, highly pleased with his new Indian dignity, returns 
the obligation in the same style and offers Ihatail, Esquire 
the sale of his adventure. Henceforward each considers 
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himself a perfect Esquire, and would deem it an insult to his 
dignity to be any longer addressed by the respectable title 
of a private gentleman, at least during his breathing oriental 
atmosphere, and mixing with nabobs an\l upstarts equally 
dignified. Or Feyzoo, the hair-dresser, desirous of purchas- 
ing pornibuin from the captain s servant, turns clubber, and, 
ridiculous to tell, is dubbed in return. Whe^ro this dubbing 
will end God knows. This madness had raged to such a 
height, that I have seen an Indian Esquire tike a worthy 
geutlemin by the nose, but be it noted it was in the act of 
shaving him. 

“ This Indian esqnireship, like death, levels all distinc- 
tions ; an J supreme councillors and cooks, advocates and 
auctioneers, horse doctors and civil servants, judges and 
shopkeepers, postillions and pilots, crannies and carpenters, 
butchers a’ld burn bailiffs, up starts and old soldiers, are all 
in discriminately plunged in the vortex, and no soul is left 
who claims or acknowledges the resj^eclablc and gentle manly 
title of your injured petitioner.*’ 

In 1831, Calcutta was supplied with ice made at 
Hooghly by the projector of the Hoc:>ghly Ice Preserve.” 
The Tuscany with a cargo of ice from America arrived 
in the early part of 1833 ; it was an epoch in the history of 
Calcutta worthy of commemoration. The ice was sold at 
four annas per seer in Calcutta. 

OUT DOOR EXERCISE. 

There were few carriages in Calcutta in the beginning 
of this century ; ladies and even doctors paid visits in palan- 
keens ; this notwithstanding that coachmakers had sot up in 
business in the city as far back as 1780. And that they 
were in the habit of importing carriages is evident from the 
advertisements which we find in the earliest numbers of 
Jlickys Gazette. One of their advertisements runs thus: — 
‘‘ Just imported, a very elegant neat coach, with a genteel 
rutlan roof, ornamented with flowers, very highly finished, 
ten best polished plate glasses, ornamented with a few ele- 
gant medallions enriched with mother-o* pearl.” 

The Courier says: — Some are to be seen lolling in their 
buggies and enjoying their evening drive on the beach, puff- 
ing away with the greatest nonchalance imaginable, whilst 
others on horseback and in palanquins are to be seen amus- 
ing themselves in a similar way.” 

Lord Valentia in 1803, mentions He came 'up the 
river in Lord Wellesley’s state barge, richly ornamented with 
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green and gold, its head a spread eagle gilt, its stern a 
tiger’s head and body ; the centre would convey twenty people 
with ease.” 

Boating parties in olden times were very frequent, 
between Calcutta and Garden Reach. We find Mrs. Fay 
writing in 1783 about these boating trips, when the oars beat 
time to the note of the clarionet” : — Kittysol boys, in the 
act of suspending their kitt'*saus, which were finely orna- 
mented, over their heads — which boys were dressed in white 
muslin jackets, tied round the waist with green sashes, and 
gartered at the knees in like manner with the puckered 
sleeves in England, with turbans bound by the same colored 
ribband — the rowers resting on their oars in a similar uni- 
form — made a most pictuiesquc appearance.” 

Boating, in long handsome boat^ called snake boats* 
was much practised, in the ovonhvg ])arti'Mi]ar]y. Gentle- 
men kept their pleasure yaclits, and w u’e aicu^tomed to 
go in them to Chandernagore or Sook Siii;e)r on pleasure 
trip.s. Stavorinus in 1770, wrU‘^-5 of those snake boats; — • 
“Another boat of this country, whudn is very curiously 
constructed, is e.iJlcd a those nre very long 

and narrow, and sometimes ext ^ndmg to uo .vvards of a hundred 
feet in length, nn 1 not mor^ than eight feet in breodth; 
they are always paddled, sometime 3 by fortv men, and are 
steered by a largo pofldlc from the stern, which is either in 
the shane of a peacock, a snake or some other animal; 
the paddles arc directed by a man who stands up, and some- 
times makes use of a branch of plant to regulate their 
motions, using much gesticulation nnd telling history to 
excite either laughter or exertion. In one part of the stern 
is a canopy supported bv pillars, on which are seated the 
owner and his friends who partake of the refreshing breezes 
of the evening. These bo.ats are very expensive, owing to 
tie beautiful decoration^? of p,ainted and gilt ornaments 
which are highly varnished and exhibit a considerable deg- 
ree e' taste.” The fixet is, the only drive at that time was 
the d isty Course. There was no Strand Road, and 
no o untry drives; hence pleasure triy)s wore made by 
Calcutta people of wealth on “the delightful boats and upon 
the p’ea3ant;vvaves of the Ganges.” 

Hog hunting was a favorite sport in bygone davs, and 
Ihere was a club called the Tent club. The members of 
this s )ciety were in the habit of re.sorting weekly to the 
jungles within fifty miles of the city in pursuit of this sport. 
Buchrar a ruined silk factory about fifteen miles from 
Calcutta, was during the last century generally the chosen 
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spot for the meet. This deserted edifice was situated in 
the micht of an extensive forest; the ground Hoor was 
oeeupieJ by the horses of the party; a large room in the* 
uppu' storey was d^licitel to rofection; whilst tlireo or four 
saiiller apartments formo.l the dormitories of those who 
had come unprovided with tents. 

Laly Hood, wlio was travelling in the upper provinces, 
on her wiy from Mattra to Sah irniipoiv, had a hunting excur- 
sion at Rohb whleli did not prove very successful, as 
the party only killed one lion and a Lady Hood 

was at Siharimpore on the 2(St.h March and proposed 

to proceel thence to HurJwar, we siipj>ose in continuation 
of her hunting expe lition; and “ if the season would permit, 
proooe 1 thence to Lahore/' People appear not 1o have felt 
the he it so mneh then in their travelling excursions as they 
do now. 

On the oth of Jiinre 17cSi), a feat of str(?ijgth was 
formed in the vicinity of (JalcnMa, of which tlie followingare 
the particuhrs:— ‘‘ After diini-n* t\v'o g m(! an ni laid a wager 
with a tiiir 1, that he could not run the di^tnuM* of a mile 
with ‘rat stopping. The next morning wa^i a.< lii^t settled as 
the tiim. of trial, but the g^iiiireinni wi!h whom iho bet was 
laid, convinced of his pov/ers, det'n’niint'd to put tlieni to 
the proof immediately, and tlie parly a/.r )!(Iingly sallied 
forth to the first milesto!ie on the gto'ut roid to tlu* Course, 
where tlie champion, without any previous preparation, start- 
el statiL'jfi'j, and with great ease ran, at a quick pace, not 
only a mile, but near a mile and a half, foi* the second mile- 
stone hal been by some accident removed, and the site of 
it not bein j ex letly known, he continued to rmi almost to 
the foot of the KidJerpore Bridge." 

In II!cJci/s Gazette of 1789, an a Ivortlsemcnt appears 
of a house to let “ at Bread and Cheese Bungalow, ojiposite 
the great tree." 

The Beef Steak Club, which had boon in existence in 
C ilciitta for years, but had been languishing, was revived in 
1827. 

A G«')lf Club was established in Calcutta on the 24th. 
March 1839, of which Lord Ramsay was captain. 
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AMUSEMENTS. 


PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Punch houses and taverns, where entertainments were 
usual, began to be rather numerous in Lall Bazar as early 
as 1780, even while the “ Harmonic” was in its zenith. 
Hawksworth mentions — “ I was, en passant, shown a tavern 
called the London Hotel, where entertainments are furnished 
at the moderate price of a gold mohur a head, exclusive of 
the dessert and wines. At the coffee houses your single 
dish of coffee costs you a rupee (half a crown); which half 
a crown however franks you to the perusal of the English 
newspapers, which are regularly arranged on a file, as in 
London; together with the Calcutta Advertiser, the Calcutta 
Chronicle, &c. &c., and, for the honor of Calcutta, be it re- 
corded, that the two last named publications are, what the 
English prints formerly were, moral, amusing and intelligent.” 
The chief strangers that came to Calcutta and visited the 
hotels, were the captains of the Indiamen, great personages 
in their day. 

Vauxhall and Fireworks, at Cossinaut Baboo’s Garden 
House, in the Durrumtollah;” so runs the heading of an 
advertisement by Mr. Gairard, on the 4th December 1788 — 
“ Mr. Gairard does himself the pleasure to acquaint the 
ladies and gentlemen of Calcutta, that his Vauxhall Exhibi- 
tion of Fireworks will commence this day, Thursday, the 4th 
instant, by a grand display entitled ‘ The Garden of Pleasure.’ 
The detached pieces that precede the grand display are of 
a new invention, and very curious. The first of which will 
exhibit The Compliments. The Garden is laid out in very 
great ordei;, with the additional advantage of new walks, 
all covered in, to protect the company from^ the vapours of 
the evening, and when illuminated, will afford a very pleasing 
coup d*oeiL The fireworks will commence at eight o’clock 
precisely. Mr. Gairard has likewise fitted up several large 
boxes^ for the reception of families who may wish to be 
accommodated by themselves, at 60 sicca rupees each, with 
re&eshxnents included.” 
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The celebration of His Majesty's recovery from his 
late unfortunate malady took place on the 28tli July 178^ 
and no means within the power of the inhabitants of this 
settlement were withhold to demonstrate their joy on the 
occasion" — so wrote the editor of the Gazette. Royal salutes, 
QAid fe ax de jo ie wavo Rredy and in the evening the town 
of Calcutta and suburbs were illuminated, and the whole 
concluded with a concert and supper given by the Right 
Honorable the Governor General. We give the Gazette's 
de.^cription ol the illuminations: — The Old Court House, 
the Government House, the monument, the great tank, and 
the two principal streets leading north and south to the 
Esplanade, were adorned by Mr. Gairard, well known for 
his skill in this mode of embellishment; and though the 
cause.s mentioned (a heavy fall of rain and repeated showers 
afterwards) ])reventol, in a great degree, the general effect 
that would have attended his plans had the weather been 
favorable, many parts of them, the Old Court House and 
the Government House in particular, afforded an admir- 
able displ.iy of beauty and magnificence. Besides these 
the illuminations of individuals were abundant, and would, 
had not the weather proved unfavorable, have exhibited 
a most extensive, if not universal, blaze of splendor over 
the European part of the tovrn. God save the King" — 
“ Long live the King" — ‘‘ Vive le Roi" — “ Vivant Rex ct 
Regina" — and other loyal mottos shone in all quarters, and 
the following in the house of the Accountant General deman- 
djd particular attention — “The King trusteth in the Lord 
and in the Mercy of the most High, he shall not bo moved" 
— “ He asked life of Thee and Thou gavest him it" — “ Thou 
knowost that the Lord saveth His anointed." 

“ [ Advertisement. ] Mr. Stuart has desired it to be 
signified (through the channel of this paper) to the ladies 
and gentlemen of the settlement, that tho Old Court House 
appearing, on a survey, not to be in a condition to admit of 
the safe accommodation of the usual company, he is obliged 
to deny himself the pleasure of meeting them at tho custo- 
mary periods of the approaching season. November 
1791." In the following year ( 1/92 ), we find this gentleman 
had his parties at the Theatre. He requests the favor of 
their company (the gentlemen in the Honorable* Company's 
Civil and MililSiry {Services) to a concert and supper, on 
the 23rd April, “ to celebrate the national success in the 
late war and the happy restoration of peace." 

On tho celebration of His Majesty’s birthday a ball 
and supper were given at the Theatre on the 6th December 
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17 ^ 2 , when the ball was opened by Lady Jones, wife of 
Sir William Jones, the eminent orientalist. We note this 
incident only to allude to a reminiscence given by the editor 
of the “ Selections from the Calcutta Gazettes*' lately pnb^ 
lished. “The late Mr. Blacquiere, magistrate of the town 
of Calcutta, and interpreter in the late Supreme Court,, 
who died in 1852, at the age of 90 and upwards, used to* 
talk of having danced a minuet with Lady Jones, as a 
young man.” 

Nautches used to be given at the different Hindoo 
houses at the Doorga Poojas. The most popular of the 
Hindoo gentlemen was “ Sookmoy Roy,” at whose house 
“ two large swing punkhas were kept constantly in motion, 
to keeiD the room cool. Here (in 1792) a novelty was 
introduced in the Pooja ceremonies, namely, a combination 
of English airs with tlio irindosb.ineo songs.’* This innova- 
tion seems not to liavo succeeded, “ owing to the indifferent 
skill of the musicians.” One writer noticing the subject 
says, “ but the favorite simple air of Malbrook was played 
so as to be immediately distinguishable.” “ The majority of 
company crowded to Raja Nobkissen’s, where several mimics 
attempted to imitate the manners of different nations.” 

Those were times (1792) when the expenditure of 
money was thought little of, a gold mohur passing almost as 
a rupee in value. We see au advertiseiueiit of tickets fur a 
ball at Mrs. Jjo Oallais’ roi^^ms fur sale at one gold mohur 
each. On tlie occasion of a su])sciiption being got up for 
the building of the Edinburgh University, Lord Cornwallis 
gave 8000 sicca riqK'Cs, Honorable C. Stuart 2000 sicca 
rupees, and so on — one small list sliowing a total of subscrip- 
tions of over 30,000 rupees. 

On the Gth February 1792, was achieved the great 
victory to the Rritish arms at Seringaimtam, and on the 
anniversary of that day (1793) a superb eutertainincnt was 
given at the Calcutta Theatre, by the principal gentlemen 
of the Civil Establishment to Lord Cornwallis and a nume- 
rous com2)any. Here is a description of the gorgeous illumi- 
nation on that occasion : — “ Tlie whole front of the Theatre . 
was completely illuminated, by which means, independent 
of the grand efect of the profusion of lamps, any embarrass- 
ment in arriving at the doors was entirely prevented, though 
the crowd of spectators, palanquins, &c., was of course 
immense ; and facing the front was a very largo transparent 
painting by Mr. l)evis, from a drawing by Lieutenant 
Conyngham, of the 76 tb, exhibiting the storm of Bangalore 
by tlia British troops on the night of the 21st March J791. 
At the western entrance of tho room, the boxes and gallery 
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were overhung with splendid canopies of fciilk iji the form of 
tents, between which were erected a variety of banners, 
helmets, and military trophies; amongst which one in the 
centre bore the coronet of the Earl, and at different spaces 
the Company's crest was fixed on sable escutcheons. The 
eastern end of the great room was also decorated with martial 
ornaments, and over the centre of them appeared a bril- 
liant star. The banners represented the colors of every 
regiment that was at the siege, and beneath thorn were 
reversed the Hags of Tippoo Sultan. There were also two 
large banners, charged, the one with the royal arms, and the 
other with the arms of the Company. In front of the 
eastern door of the house was a grand transparent view of 
Seringapatam, by Messrs. Devisand Solwyns, from a drawing 
of Lieutenant Colebrooke. Over the windows were light 
transparent views of the principal forts taken from tlic ene- 
my, Ossore, Ryacotta, Nanadroog, Severrulroog, Oottradroog, 
Ramgery, and Shivagorry, painted by Mr. Solwyns, from 
drawings of Lieutenant Colebrooke. The ceiling was beau- 
tifully decorated with liow^ers, laurels, and foil, which also 
were profusely twined around the pillars. A Tniinl){n* of 
most elegant lustres were suspended IK in the ro('.f, and the 
walls weu^ onianiented with splendid mirrors. The benches 
were covered with crimson silk, and gold and silver fi iiigos. 
At 11 o’clock the ball commonec'd wilh a ligun' dance \i‘ry 
elog.intly porlurinod by the loilowing ; I\lrs. ilaldane, 

Mrs. ]Mont/-;omvjiy, T^Irs. liev/ott, Mrs. Jkerlow, Jlrs. 

Murny, Mrs. Collins, iliss M.iekinto.sli and Miss I’rui). 
Eash 1 vly was dr 3';se(l in a uniforin of white satin, with 
gold fringe and a baiideau witii the words Gth of February 
inscribed on it. liord Ci)rnwallis was present, as was Uia 
Highness the Nawab Saadut Aly, and his son, togotlier with 
several foreigners of disriiictnni ; the coin])aiiy was (.■xtremely 
numerous, and appeared to feel the highest satisfaction on 
the occasion.” 

A few days after (27th March ITOH) the senior niiliUivy 
officers gave a ball and supper at the Tlicatre in commemora- 
tion of the peace of Seringajiatain. The decorations of the 
rooms were so dilierent from those on the occasion alluded 
to above, that wo cannot pass them over witliout some 
notice : — The appearance of the Theatre, gn entering it, 
was at once maguiticent and chaste, splendid, yet not glaring. 
The eye, after contemplating the double I’cange cf pillars 
which were decorated v/ith white foil, and entwined with 
spiral wreaths of roses, was struck with a representation of 
the temple of Janus placed in the recess, which terminated 
the view, and excited the attention by this apjpropriate 
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inscription — “ Cludor, ne temere Paream !” Pn each side of 
the vestibule in the approach to the temple were placed in 
iJ^sso relievo the busts of Augustus and of Trajan ; above 
that of the former emperor was represented the restoration 
of thp lloman standards and eagles, which had been seized 
from Crassus ; above the bust of Trajan, the Dacian chief was 
represented imploring the clemency of ' his imperial con- 
queror. The floor of the vestibule was painted in imitation 
of variegated marble. At the east end of the great room, 
were the whole length figures of Justice and Fortitude ; at 
the west of Peace and Plenty. Over the entrance of the 
room a music gallery was erected, in front of which, on a 
medallion, in attitudes at once beautiful and correct, were 
painted the Graces, and on each side of them, in different 
compartments, the emblematic figures of Music and the 
Dances.” We need not describe the entertainment as it 
was veiy similar to the other noted above. 

On the King’s birthdaj, 3rd December 1793, “a party 
of gentlemen dined with Sir J^hn Shore at the Government 
House, among whom were the Governor of Chinsurah, Chief 
of Serampore, &c. In the evening the ball and supper at the 
Theatre were very numerously attended; the ball w^s opened 
by Mrs. Chapman and Sir George Leith, and the minuets 
continued till near 12 o’clock, when the company retired to 
a very elegant supper. After supper country dances com- 
menced, and were continued with great spirit till 4 o’clock 
in the morning,” and it is add(3d — ** Wc observed with much 
pleasure fur the first time several Armenian ladies and 
gentlemen joining in the dance.” It seems strange to us that 
the dance should have been given in the Theatre while the 
dinner was given at Government House. 

At the St Andrew’s Dinner, which was held at the 
Theatre in 1794, and whereat a very numerous party were 
gathered, the usual loyal and other toasts were drunk, and 
then followed these two unique toasts — “ May the British 
constitution pervade the earth and trample anarchy under 
foot,” and May the British empire in all its parts ever 
exhibit the same harmony and unanimity that animate the 
present company.” The Mirror had no need to tell us, that 
at this time “ the bottle had a rapid circulation.” 

A gran(f musical entertainment was given in the new 
church on the 27th of February 1797, for the benefit of the 
Free School Society, when a selection from the works of 
Handel were given, and a thousand tickets were sold, which 
essentially benefited the charity. The performance com- 
menced* at a little>fter 7 and ended little before 11 o’clock. 
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'** New Public Rooms, Tank square,” seem to have been 
opened in the autumn of 1798, and the first assembly of the 
public for dandfes, &c., took place on the 13th November 179S. 

The commemoration of the glorious and memorable 
battle of.Assaye was celebrated on Sunday, the 23rd Septem- 
ber 1804, at the Government House,, where a grand dinner 
was given to the Hon’ble the Chief Justice, the members 
of Council, the Judges of the Supreme Court, Major Gene- 
ral Wellesley, the Envoy from Bagdad, and to all the 
principal civil and military officers and British inhabitants 
of Calcutta. Tho toasts of — Major General Wellesley ; the 
Army of the Deccan and the memory of the battle of 
Assaye ; with our illustrious Commander-in Chief, and the 
Army in Hindustan, were drank with enthusiasm. The 
bands of the Governor General and of His Majesty’s 22nd 
Regiment played martial airs during the entertainment ; and 
at sunset, a royal salute was fired from the ramparts of Fort 
William, in honor of the battle of Assaye. The Governor 
General and. Major General Wellesley attended divine 
service in the moi^ning of the 23rd at the Old Churchy 
when a sermon suitable to the occasion was by 

the Reverend Mr. Brown'* We have italicised a portion of 
this information, showing how our rulers were accustomed 
to combine the outward forms of religion with conviviality. 
No wonder if such desecration of the sabbath was practised 
in high places, that there was little of the vitality of religion 
among the general public. 

On the 1st March 1805, a grand dinner was given at 
the Pantheon, Madras, by the officers of His Majesty’s and 
the Hon’blo Company’s services at the Presidency, to Major 
General the Hon’ble Sir Arthur Wellesley, K. B. on his ap- 
proaching departure from India. Several loyal toasts were 
drank on the occasion. We need not give a description of 
the entertainment, as we have noted one or two specimens 
of the manner in which these affairs were got up in those 
days. We notice this only to introduce an original song which 
was sung by a gentleman whose name is not given, in honor 
of the departing General, and which was received with the 
greatest enthusiasm. The song was as follows : — 

“ Begin the song of triumph, res<'und the martial strain, 

1*0 Britain’s shores returning, brave W elleslty quite the piain. 

Where Victory exultiug her conquering ftag still rears, 

That led to glory or to death her British grenadiers. 

' Our enemies reviving, rejoice in his return, 

But soon shall fade the flattering hopes that in the bosoms burn. 

For from his great example, fresh her jes still shall rUe, 

Nor e’er the sun of conquest set in beclouded akias. 

We mourn the gallant soldier that for his country bleedi| 

Bat to the paiiiful Mcrifice, a lasting calxn Micceeds ; 
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An(\ tho' tli'j storm of war obsciiro tlio ri'sing <!\y, 

The star of p-jaoe dlj.ill bri^JJht«^ ahiae tbit s^WlU it« ttveaiu^ ray, 
f' Through Wellei-L-y though r»itiring from yon en=»aug»uued Held ; 

hero Mars thy might extending, made Scindia’s legions yield ; 

Yet shrill a livelier joy 1)6 thine, when with protecting c.'ue, 
rienty and liberty h.ive spread their mingled blessings there. 

Tiien sing the song of triumph, once moie the mMrtial str.iin, . 

To Britain’s shores returning, brave WollO'.ley quits the plain 
A little time the conqueror ior .ill his toil repais. 

It gives him all a soldier asks, hi.'i king’s and country’s praise.’* 

On the 11th September 1897, beinj? the anniversary 
of the battle ot* Delhi, a splendid entorualnmont was given 
in the new theatre at B arrackporo,"’ at which were present 
the Right Hon’ble Lord Minto, the Governor General, 
Gonerai St. Legcr and Stall', the whole of the officers and 
ladies at the station, and a numerous party of visitors from 
Calcutta. Wc note this assemblage only to remark on the 
strange airs played by the band on certain of the toasts of 
the evening : — “ The Queen and Royal Family” was followed 
bv the air — Merrily danced the Qii'dccds ivife ; The 
Hr.n’ble East India Company,” by Money in both pockets 
and Lord Wellesley,” by St. Patrick's day in the morning. 

Punkhas though tliey had come into fashion, appear not 
to liafe been in general use in Calcutta up to the present 
time, for, in an advertisement by Mr. Lathrop, who announces 
a series of lectures on Mechanics at Moor’s rooms, that gentle- 
man having been informed that some ladies and gentlemen 
have declined to subscribe to his lectures, on account of the 
warmth of the season, begs leave to assure them that the 
rooms are rendered cool and comfortable by means of pun- 
khas, and that those who attended the introductory lecture 
declared that they suffered no inconvenience from the heat 
of the weather, or the state of the air in the spacious and 
airy hall in which they wore assembled.” This was in May 
1808. 

The following extraordinary scene occurred at an enter- 
tainment given by Sir Charles Metcalfe on the 21st Decem- 
ber 1827, to the Right Ifon’ble the Governor General and 
the Countess Amherst. “ The company amounted to about 
400 persons, comprising all the rank, beauty and fashion of 
Calcutta. In the course of the evening, a group of vi'titors 
made their appearance in the proper costum e of the principal 
characters in Shakspere’s plays, led on by ProsperOy and the 
rear brought up by Dogberry. On reaching the gorgeous 
pavilion where the Governor General and his party were 
seated, Proipe^o delivered an appropriate address. The seve- 
ral personages in the group then mixed in the dance, exhibit- 
ing sundry amusing anachronisms. Falstaff led out a 
fashionable beauty, of the anciene regime. .JChe Ghost of 
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Hamtet t6d iiight bolding converse with Titania^ 

until ‘ seated' ttT little W the^ siidden appearance of Bottorr^ 
who ju^t bfayed hi^ approbation on the scene and then 
vanished. iS^|/{obft alsb/ibr a moment, forgot his bond and 
spoke to some lady whom he recognised ; while Henry VIII 
addressed Lady Percy i add Anna Boleyn replied to some 
remark of Dr. Gaiiia, who did not at all appear surprised to 
see Oberon treading on the toes of the vernacular Dogbexjry, or 
the haughty Wolaey holding a long confab with a jolly carter.’’ 

DANcma. 

Notice is given for a series of “ assemblies” to be held 
at the “ Harmonic House,” once a week in November 1784. 
This seems to have been the commencement of public gaie- 
ties in Calcutta. On the appearance of this announcement 
the promietors of the " London Tavern” advertise a series 
of similaPi* assemblies” at their house : — “ They flatter them- 
selves with the hopes of some encouragement and support 
from a generous public, when they solemnly declare that 
they did not know that the Harmonic House would be again 
opened as a tavern, when they contracted with a builder, 
about two months ago to erect a large and commodious 
Assembly Boom, 96 feet long and 36 feet wide, and which 
the builder has engaged to finish by the 14th November 
next. In case the room shall not appear to be sufficiently 
dry, they humbly hope the subscribers will be contented 
with their present rooms, one of which is 68 feet by 22, for 
a short time.” They have contracted with a person to 
supply them with oysters from which it would appear that 
oysters formed a regular and favorite refreshment with visi- 
tors to such places of amusement. At the Harmonic it ia 
notified — No hookahs to be admitted upstairs.” 

The following strange and curious rules for the first of 
a series of subscription dances at the Calcutta Theatre 
(1792*) will amuse our readers: — ^“(1) That minuets bo 
danced on the nights of dress assemblies only. (2) That 
ladies be taken out to dance minuets according to the rank 
their husbands hold in the King’s . or Hon’ble Company’s 
service. ‘ (3) That ladies whose/" husbands are , not in the 
King’s or Hon’ble Company’s service be taken out to dance 
minuets in the order they come into the room, and that this 
regulation hold good with regard to unmarried ladies. (In 
preservation of this rule, ladies are to receive tickets as they 
enter the room). (4) That all ladies draw lots for places in 
country dances. (dJ That any lady allowing the* first 
couple to pasaj^e place corresponding with the number of 
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her ticket shall stand the last couple for that dance. (6) 
That ladies having gone down a country dance shall stand 
up for all the couples who are to follow, or not dance any 
more that ni|;ht. (7) That hookers be not admitted to th# 
ball room dunng any part of the night. (But hookers 
might be admitted to the supper rooms, to the card rooms, 
to the boxes in the theatre, ana to each side of the assembly 
room, between the large pillars and the walls,)” 

A ball in India is a different affair from the same scene 
in England. “ In the first place, the company includes 
no old ladies — at least, of the softer sex ; for doubtless there 
are the usual proportion in breeches. The absence of elderly 
persons in ; Indian society, is one of the first things that 
strike a new arrival. At a certain age, people usually leave 
the country, and thus there is always a degree of youthful- 
ness about the company one meets. But, strange to say, 
young unmarried ladies are as scarce as old ones, and na- 
turally more in demand : consequently, a lady’s dancing days 
last as long as she remains in India, and a man has the 
satisfaction of seeing the mother of his six children as much 
in request, even among young sparks, as before he married 
her, while any damsel not yet wedded has as many partners 
on hand as she could accommodate in a week. Hence the 
light fantastic toe has enough to do, and has to keep up the 
steam to the end of the chapter. Fortunatejiy the ball rooms 
are expressly adapted for buch efforts, being lofty, spacious, 
and airy, windows open on every side, and ventilation facili- 
tated by a hundred-punkah power. A white cloth, coated 
with French chalk, covers the fioor and affords a smooth 
surface for the feet. Among the male portion of the com- 
pany there is a great predominance of xiniforms, while the 
toilettes of the ladies are of the most expensive kind, and, 
there being no lack of lights, the whole forms a brilliant 
scene.” 

One of the prizes held out to a young lady on reaching 
India, as open to all comers, was “ three hundred a year, dead 
or alive,” which passed into a proverb and stamped on 
the damsels brow as plain as print. The meaning was that 
b/ m arr^ing a member of the Civil Service, she secured a 
husband with at least £300 a year, and at his death, would be 
entitled to a*pension from the Civil Fund to the same 
amount. The latter provision, however, was contingent on 
the husband having served a certain period ; and, on one 
occa^ipn, this* fact was communicated to a lady at a grand 
dinner just after her marriage, when she could not conceal her 
disappointment, but called across the table to her husband— 
‘'John, John, it’s a do after all: it is a do.” f, 


V 
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In 1793, we find ijiiat ladies were accustomed to dance 
from 9 in the evening iill 5 o’clock in the morning — and at 
the bemnning of the present century, the ladies, according 
to Loid Yalentia, were in the habit not unfrequently ot 
dancing themselves into the grave. '' Consumptions,” he 
writes, " are very frequent among the ladies, which I attri- 
bute in a ^eat measure, to their incessant dancing even 
during the hottest weather. After such violent exercise 
they go into the verandas and expose themselves to a cool 
breeze and damp atmosphere.” 

“ Advebtisement. — Mr. Macdonald presents his res- 
pects to the ladies and gentlemen amateurs of dancing, and 
informs them that he wiu instruct any lady or gentleman, 
who are in the habit of dancing, in the fashionable Scotch 
step, and its application to country dancing, for sicca rupees 
100. Besides the fashionable step, the athletic and agile, 
may be taught a variety of Scotch steps, equally elegant, but 
more difficult in the execution, for an additional charge” 
(1795.) 

“ Advertisement. Subscription Concert. As Mr. Oehme 
finds the rules concerning his concerts are not generally un- 
derstood in the settlement, he takes this method to prevent 
any further mistake. Seven ladies, scholars of Mr. Oehme, 
have each a separate list ; and upon one or the other of those 
lists the name of every subscriber is entered. The subscrip- 
tion is 80 sicca rupees ; and the ladies of the families of 
subscribers are invited by tickets, with their names upon 
them ; but neither these nor subscribers’ tickets are tiansfer- 
able. Any lady may, by entering her name in one of the 
lists, become a subscriber for any number of visiting tickets, 
at 100 sicca rupees each ; and such visiting tickets, having 
the subscribing lady’s name on them, become transferable 
either to a lady or a gentleman.” 

“ The General Management of the Bengal Military Or- 
phan Society,” says an advertisement in the Gazette of tho 
1st November 1810, “ having found occasion to form some 
arrangements for the better regulation of the monthly dance 
mven by the society to the daughters of officers at the Kid- 
derpore school, notice is hereby given that no pe^^son whom- 
soever will, in future be admitted to this entertainment 
without producing a printed card of invitation.” Then 
follows an intimation of the parties admissible and where cards 
could be obtained. These entertainments were*held twice a 
mouth, and were the means by which many of the young 
people were enabled to get married to members ot both 
services. 
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BiomTT BAix m 1629. 

Occasionally a Calcutta mper contaiiu an advertise' 
ment to the effect that li^r. rD^, or Mrsi Bamsbottom, or 
some such worthy, will give a grand masked ball at his or 
her house in Cossitollah, or any other less respectable quarter .; 
— “ tickets of admission, three rupees each — ^masks, dominos^ 
and fancy dresses to be procured on the premises.” 
a description of one of these balls, taken from the 
Service Journal : — 

‘‘ An inquisitive stranger may perhaps feef an inclination 
to gratify his curiosity as to the style of entertaihxnent, and 
the calibre of the guests who honor it with their presen^. 
In such case he might, at nine or ten o^clpck in the evemxig 
induct himself into a palankeen, and hie him to the scene 
of aiftion ; and, if a prudent man, he wijl not fail to have 
brought as his companion a small switch, not much more 
than half as thick as his wrist. On obtaining admittance 
he will glide into an anteroom, where an accommodating 
attendant will, for a consideration of two rupees, ■purvey unto 
him a mask and domino. 

Ascending to the ball room, he wUl find it lighted by 
a profusion of tallow candles in lustres and girandoles, and 
furnished with green baize benches, and a varied assortment 
of chairs, probably purchased separately, at as many .Auctions 
(or outcries, to use the Anglo-Indian term) as thoire may 
be chairs in the room. The music will consist of two violins, 
a tambourine, and if you are in luck, a triangle will be added 
thereto. The performers, like all wandering minstrels, will, 
to a certainty, be deaf, blind, or lame. 

I have spoken of the lighting, furniture, and music ; it 
now only remains to notice the company ; and a goodly one 
it is. The majority consists of half caste clerks, and th6 
lowest uncovenanted servants of the Honorable Company, 
fancy men, and other ornaments of the Calcutta punch- 
houses, with a liberal contribution of mates and apprentices 
from the merchant ships in port. Curiosity has perhaps 
attracted in disguise a stray writer, or youthful tyro in the 
civil service, and probably an adventurous ensim, or hair- 
brained cadet from the South Barracks, all w^ satisfied 
that they are clothed in an impenetrable incognito. Of 
the females who enliven this seLeqt coterie, I must in justice 
say, that they are exactly in the sphere which they are alone 
calculated to grace and adorn. The fun novr grows feat and. 
furious ; quadrille and boisterous countiy-dance (here unex- 
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ploded) succeed each other with exhausting rapidity. In 
these happy regions flirtations are briskly carried on, unfet- 
tered by the argus eyes of cautious mammas or veteran chap^- 
"rotts ; the only contretemps arising from the mischievousness 
and impudence of some aspiring son of Mars, who pertina- 
ciously provokes the black looks and angry mutterings of 
an enamored quill-driver. 

"‘At length appears the host, a red-faced individual, 
with lank hair, and a coi-pulent person, who might be mis- 
taken indiscriminately for a retired prize-fighter, or a ci-devant 
propietor of a disreputable ham and beef 3iop. This prepos- 
sessing specimen of the genus homo perpetrates his best bow, 
and informs the “ ladies and genlm'n” that supper; is ready. 
Hereupon ensues a scramble towards that apartment, 
where entertainment hath been amply provided for the 
convives. Seats being taken, and order in some degree 
restored, there is a call by some presiding plebeian, a would- 
be arbiter elegantiaruniy for the ‘‘ gentlemen to be pleased 
to remove their masks” — a measure intended, I suppose, 
as a sort of test of the respectability of the conipany. This 
condition, however, is resisted by some scrupulbus sprig of 
Calcutta aristocracy, who shudders at the possibility of 
recognition, whereupon every symptom of a row presents 
itself until the voracity of the proposer and his canaille 
supporters induces them to yield the point, rather than see 
the supper devoured before their eyes by that wiser section 
of the guests who have taken no part in the dispute, prompt- 
ed by a judicious resolution to employ their teeth rather 
than their tongue. 

“ Now the work of demolition proceeds in good earnest. 
An interesting-looking animal in a blue jacket bedizened 
with tawdry lace, who chances to be your vvs a vis at table, 
begs that he may " ave the honour of elping you to a little 
am,” coaxing you to compliance by au' assurance that it 
shall be cut ‘ wery thin.' Meantime the "fair object of his 
attentions, seated at his side, is discussing with silent rapid- 
ity a plateful of cold tongue, with the unusual adjunct of 
blancmange, a novel mixture, which she has either approved 
by experience, or, more probably, is induced to adopt from 
an apprehension of having no time to attack each separately: 
laboriously plying her knife and fork, her eyes are greedily 
scanning the dainties set before her whilst her corkscrew 
ringlets wanton alternately on her neighbour's plate, or in 
the frothy head of a tumbler of Hodgson’s pale ale which 
flanks her.” * 
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THEATRICALS. 

* The first building that was devoted to theatricals was sit- 
uated behind the present Writers’ Buildings in Dalhousie 
square. 

Subscription theatrical performances were started in 
October of the year 1796. Six perforniances were to be 
given in the season a subscriber paying 120 siccai rupees 
was entitled to a “ ticket for the season for himself and every 
lady of his family” — single tickets Were 64 rupees each. 
The first subscription play took place on the 30th October, 
when was represented the farce of " Trick upon Trick, or the 
Yintncr in the Suds, ” with the musical entertainment of “ the 
Poor Soldier.” 

Theatrical talent must have been at a very low ebb 
indeed, when such a bill of fare as the following was the 
best that could be given in the way of amusement at the 
Calcutta Theatre : — “ On Wednesday next, the 13th May 
1795 will be perfcrmed the farce of Neck or Nothing; and 
the musical Entertainment of The Waterman ; with a view 
of Westminster Bridge, and a representation of the Rowing 
match. Pit and box, sixteen rupees ; upper boxes, twelve 
rupees ; gallery, eight rupees.” 

Here is another performance to which our ancestors 
crowded to see represented on the Calcutta stage in 
1795 : — The Farce of feamaby Brittle, with a new musical 
entertainment called Rule Britannia.” 

The old theatre was used for performances until 1808, 
when the house and adjoining buildings were purchased by 
a member of the Tagore family, Gopeymohun Tagore, 
who added to the buildings and formed the whole of 
the premises into a bazar, which he called the New China 
Bazar — by which name it is still known. 

There existed in 1796 another theatre in Doomtullah, 
a lane leading out of the Old China Bazar, and near to the 
other theatre. The manager of the Doomtullah in that year 
announced an unique performance : — By permission of the 
Honorable the Governor General, Mr. Lebedeff’s New 
Theatre in the Doomtullah, decorated in the Bengalee style, 
yfill be opehed very shortly, with a play called The Dis- 
guise ; the characters to be supported by performers of both 
sexes. To commence with vpcal and instrumental music 
called The Indian Serenade. To those musical instru- 
ments, which are held in esteem by the Bengalees, will be 
added ^European. The words of the much admired Poet 
Shree Bharot Chondro Ray are set to music. Between the 
acts some amusing civrionties will be introduced.” 



( 103 ) 

There were^n 1798 two theatres in Calcutta, one called 
the " Calcutta” Theatre and the other the “ Wheler Place” 
Theatre. TUq performances at both seem to have been 
il mediocre descrij^tlon, if we may judge from the weekly 
advertisements which apj^ar m the papers. For instance, 
the " Calcutta'^ advertisers — “ The Vintner in the Suds,” and 
“ The Prise,” as the pieces to be performed on the 9th Jan- 
uary ; and the “ Wheler Plape” opposition shop announces — 
The Irishman in London/* and the musical entertainment of 
“ The Agreeable Surprize,” for performance on the 22nd of 
the same month. 

The Ohowringhee Theatre, which succeeded the old 
Theatre near the Writers' Buildings, was built in 
ISl^, on the Ohowringhee Road, at tho corner of the 
road that thenceforth received the name of Theatre 
Street. The cost of erection was defrayed by a number of 
gentlemen taking shares, the Governor General making a 
liberal donation to assist the object. This continued in full 
operation till 183 J or 18J<v), when it was burned down. 

A theatre was opened at No. 18, Circular Road on the 
30th March 1812, under the name of The Athenoeum,” 
the performances that evening being the tragedy of the 
“ Earl of Essex” and the farce of Raising the Wind” 
Price of tickets one gold mohur each. 

A Ohowringhee Dramatic Society was formed in 1814 
and its first annual meeting held at Calcutta on the 6th 
July 1815. 

A theatrical performance was got up at Kidderporc on 
the 28th August 1815, when the farce of “ the Lying Valet” 
was performed. 

Chandemagore also boasted of a theatre where many 
of the Calcutta residents used to resort. We have not been 
able to ascertain when it "was built. It must have been 
before 1808, for in that year wo find tho following ludicrous 
incident which occurred there on the 4th April 1808 : — 

“ After the representation of the farce of Z'J focat 
Patelin, in which a French village judge sits on the trial 
of a shepherd, accused by his master of having killed several 
sheep of a capital breed, with the wool of which he, tho 
master, used to have his superfine ETiglidi cloth made — the 
audience had withdrawn, when something valuable al^ut 
the theatre was discovered to be missing. Thd suspicion of 
having stolen it fell upon a native workman that had^ been 
seen lurking behind the scenes. He was seized by one of 
the managers, and carried to the theatre before the judge 
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^}io had not yet uiirobed, and wh6 immediately resumed 
his seat. An interpreter was i^Om j.and the prisoner, sur- 
rounded by bailifife in their* propfet' dresses, was with the 
utmost 'gravity questioned <^6, 'the‘ circuinstances of the fact 
alleged a^inst him. The . novelty of the appearance had 
such an^emPect bn the black offender, that he fell prostrate 
at the* feet ’^of the judge, confessed the theft, and pointed 
out thh ptAce where he had concealed it, and where it was 
actually ftnind. ‘ After /a severe repriniaud he was released 
on his solettiri protnise to' be honest in future, a promise which 
from his fears he is likely to keep at least within the pre- 
cincts of the theatre.” 

The Dum Dum Theatre was commenced before 1817. 
The first actor that gave it a prominence, and brought it 
before the public, was a bombardier of the name of Charles 
Franckling, of the 2nd Battery of Artillery. He was a son 
of a chemist and druggist of the city of Bath, who early 
turned his attention to Thespian fame ; and when only 16 
years of age, joined himself to a party of strolling players, 
then in the vicinity of Bath, with whom he continued for 
eighteen months, when finding his expectation of wealth 
vanish, ho enlisted in the Company’s service and arrived in 
Bengal in 1817. Being stationed at Dum Dum, he at once 
joined the Thespian band of the Dum Dum Theatre, and 
by his versatile talents, which were ably seconded by his 
officers and others, he was soon enabled to raise the charac- 
ter of the performances to the highest standard. On the 
25th August 1824, Mr. Franckling passed away from this 
world. 

In 1824 the Calcutta Theatre seems to have been closed, 
as the fact is relerred to in an obituary notice^of Mrs. Gottlieb, 
who had been an actress on the Chowringhee boards during 
the previous two years. 

The Dum Dum Theatre is announced as about to be 
reopened in November 1826, after considerable alterations 
and improvements. This institution was long a place of 
attraction for lovers of the drama, and in later times Mrs. 
Leach graced its boards. 

We see|in advertisement on the 14th May 1827, of the 
Theatre Boitaconnah,” announcing that the performance 
of The Young Widow, or a Lesson for Lovers,” and the 
farce of “ My Landlady’s Gown,” was to take place on the 
24th for the tenefit of Mrs. Bland, The hour for the com- 
mencement of the performance was half pdst seven, which 
would be considered an inconveniently early hour in these 
times. 
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A faiat description of the theatre that existed in 1840, 
(this could not have been the Calcutta Theatre) may be 
gathered from the following in one of the Hon. Miss Eden’s* 
“ Letters from India:” — We went last night to the play, 
which we had bespoken. No punkahs and a long low room 
with few windows ; it is impossible to say what the heat 
was, but the acting was really excellent ; I never saw better. 
We stayed only for one farce — Naval Engagements” — and 
notwithstanding the heat laughed all the time. There is 
a nephew of Joseph Hume’s, a lawyer, who acts very well, 
and .Stocqueler, the editor of one of the papers, is quite as 
good as Farren.” 

In the Mofussil theatricals were usually got up by the 
officers and men of the regiments quartered at the various 
stations, as is the case up to the present day. Of the state 
of the drama rft one of these stations, Cawnpore, which was 
considered a first rate nrilitary cantonment, we find the 
following notice in the beginning of 1825 : — 

“ The corps dramatique was composed of men of the — 
Dragoons, some of whom were by no means devoid of ability;, 
but the most strenuous exertions of the more able amongst- 
them could not counterbalance the shock which the feelings’^ 
received in contemplating the awkward giants with spiky.' 
feet, gruff voices, and black beards, copiously powdered with 
flour, who were wont to personate ladies andi L^noras.. 
Here nothing was left for tne imagination to work upon— 
the abominable reality forced itself most cruelly upon the 
most indulgent of critics and the least fastidious^ of specta-- 
tors. But a new theatrical* era was dawning at Cawnpore. . 
A public-spirited individuaf, by the irresistible argu- 
ment of an excellent tijffmf convinced^ a dozen admirers 
of the histrionic art of the propriety of meeting, at his 
house to cast an amateur play. Everythmg now went on 
swimmingly. Play succeeded piky. The amateurs formed 
themselves into a club denominated the Strollers,” and. 
numerous were the merry reunions after rehearsals, and at 
the club dinners which were held once a month The* 
surviving members may perhaps occasionally look back to 
the cold season of 1825-26 at Cawnpore, and dwell with* 
satisfaction upon the recollection of the mirth and good 
fellowship which distinguished the meetings of the ‘‘ Strol- 
lers” in the ante room- of the assembly house, who.'c a Loin- 
porary stage was erected, after the destruction by fire o£ 
the old building.” 



( 106 \ 

RACINa. 

Racing was always popular in old Calcutta. There exis- 
ted a race course at the end of Garden Reach, on what was 
afterwards the Akra farm. There was another course how- 
ever on the maidaun. The present race course was laid 
out in 1819. 

We do not know the precise date at which the first 
tegular race meeting came off at Calcutta, or at the other 
presidencies. Mr. Stocqueler in his Hand Book says — “ The 
first record of the existence of racing in Calcutta may be 
dated from the orimn of the Bengal Jockey Club, in 1803” — 
but we find in ^e volume of Hicky*8 Gazette for 1780 
accounts both of races and of race balls. 

The following notice of the Calcutta races appears in a 
paper of the 2nd January 1794, in an advertisement : — “ The 
stewards present their compliments to the subscribers to 
the races, and take this opportunity to inform them, 
that a bre^fast, with music, &c. will be provided in tents, 
on the course after the races, on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday, the 16th, 17th and 18th January, and a ball 
and supper at the Theatre on Wednesdav, the 18th, where 
they hope for the honor of their company,^* &c. The races 
ran for were (1) for the Plate, (2) the Hunters* Plate, (3) 
the Lady’s Plate. The running was by ponies generally, 
and only two ponies appear to have run in each race. At 
the close of each day’s running, or as it is stated “ after 
the race each morning,” from which it would appear there 
was only one race each day, a public breakfast was given 
in the tents, where a company of upwards of a hundred and 
fifty sat down. “ After breakfast, the company adjourned 
to an adjoining tent of very capacious dimensions, hand- 
somely fitted up, and boarded for the purpose of dancing. 
Country dances commenced in two sets, and were kept up 
with the utmost gaiety till two in the afternoon!* How 
different to present usages. 

We have no information as to the length of the Calcutta 
ra(,e course in those days, but if it was the same as at 
present, the running must have been very severe, judging 
from the programme of the races for 1795 : — 

First day, November — ^A plate of 60 gold mohurs, 
free for all horse 9 > mares, &c. the best of three heats, twice 
round to a beat, carrying 9st. 7ibs. each. 

Second day, November S6, — A plate of 50 gold mohurs, 
free for all horses, mares, &c. that never won plate or sweep- 
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stakes, the b^t of three heats, twice round to a heat, carry- 
ing 9st. 7n>s. each. 

Third da/y^ November i97.---Similar to the above, but 
weight 12 stone. 

Same day . — plate of 50 gold mohurs, free for all 
ponies, 12^ hands high, that never won plate or sweepstakes, 
the best of three heats, twice round to a heat, carrying 9 
stone each. 

After this, racing began to be more generally indulged 
in. At Calcutta instead of two or three races altogether 
being run, at the winter meeting, we find in 1797 two or 
three run on each day for three days. At Benares too, a 
very strong race meeting was got up, and races were run 
almost daily from the 9th of December to Christmas day, 
one race on each occasion. 

A few years later they appear to have fallen into de- 
suetude in Calcutta, though carried on with great zest at 
Madras. How soon the custom was revived we do not 
know : but we find Lord Valentia stating early in the 
present century, that, " on Lord Wellesley’s arrival in the 
country, he set his face decidedly against horse racing and 
every other species of gambling ; yet at the end of November 
1809, there were three days’ races at a small distance from 
Calcutta.” Lord Wellesley’s influence, however, threw a 
damper on racing for many years. 

After a lull the Calcutta Baces again commenced under 
the patronage of Lord Moira. The first day’s racing was 
held on the ^th March 1816, when there were two races. 
On the second day there were also two races only. On the 
25th March there were two more races. They were run 
in the morning after the fogs had dispersed ; and as this 
takes place at a rather late hour, it must have been hot 
work for both the spectators and the horses. 

In India the necessity of avoiding exposure to the mid- 
day sun requires that the races take place early in the 
morning, commencing generally before sunrise. Those who 
in India are in the habit (and who is not ?) of witnessing 
that most exciting of all public amusements, are soon initia- 
ted into the sudden and disagreeable alternation from cold 
to heat which occurs on these occasions. “ On arriving at 
the race-stand, where the floor is covered with straw and 
a carpet, you may incase yourself in upper Benjamins and 
cloaks innumerable, and still fail to guard against •the bitter 
cold of the morning ; but in three or four short hours, when 
the sport has terminated, the heat, glare and dust become 
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almost insufferable, and you listen home to divest yourself 
of all but an under-garment."* 

In 1818 the oraoes began to be nin in the evening instead 
of the morning, as had been the practice hitherto. There 
were races also regularly held at Barrackpore. They com- 
menced as early as 1816. 

The Cawnpore race-meeting of February 1825, was the 
most remarkable in its annals. It continued for alternate 
days during three weeks. Some of the most noted Arabs 
on the Indian turf here measured their powers. The race 
funds were ample, and held out such inducements that crack 
horses were allured from distances which would put to shame 
the most travelled of English racers. Nor was there any 
lack of hack races on each daj of the meeting, which were 
chiefly concocted at the ordinaries held on the night preced- 
ing each day’s running. 

BOAT RACES. 

We have a notice of the first boat races in Calcutta, 
which took place on the 25th July 1813. ‘Seven sailing 
boats ran on this occasion. The novel exhibition afforded 
considerable amusement to the spectators. 

Sailing matches having been inaugurated in Calcutta, 
the sport began to be duly appreciated. Other matches 
came off on the 4th June 1814, and on this occa- 
sion, there were several rowing matches. In these, boats 
of various descriptions competed — boliahs, dingies, gigs, &c, 
some propelled by oars, and others by paddles. 

The races fell into desuetude till about 1836, when 
they were revived, but they have never held a high place 
among the sporting community of Calcutta, owing to the 
crowded state of the river. 


■CRICKET, 

On the 18tJi and 19th January 1804, was played a 
grand match of cricket between the Etonians, Civil servants 
of the Company, and all other servants of the Company 
resident in Calcutta, which was won by the former in one 
innings by 152 runs. The Etonians scored 232, while their 
antagonists in their double innings only scored 80 runs. 
This is the fii*st notice that we have seen of this healthful 
game being played at Calcutta. 

Cricket at the present day holds a high place, and 
several excellent teams exist in Calcutta, |tnd have done so 
lor many years. 
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BAlLOONINQ. 

Balloon ascents must have been a novelty indeed in 
India, when prominent notice is given in the editorial columns 
of the Gazette, of the inflation and ascent of such playthings 
those alluded to in the following account : — Last Friday 
night (30th July 1785,) between the hours of 0 and 10, 
balloon, measuring six feet in diameter, and filled with 
rarefied air, was let off from the Esplanade. It mounted 
very gradually until it had risen about a quarter of a mile, 
when It ascended with great rapidity, shot towards the west, 
e.nd got out of sight in about a quarter of an hour from the 
time of its departure from the ear^. Mr. Wintle, the young 
gentleman who constructed the balloon, will favor the settle* 
ment with another exhibition to-morrow evening. This 
balloon, which measures eight feet in diameter, wUl be let 
off from the Esplanade at 8 o’clock in the evening, if the 
weather will permit ; but, should it prove unfavorable, the 
exhibition will be deferred till Monday evening at the 
same hour.” 

The first ascent of a large balloon from the plains of 
Bengal took place on the 21st March 1836. Mons. Robert 
son, the aeronaut, a Frenchman, who bad made sixteen pre* 
vious ascents in various parts of Europe, came expressly to 
India for the purpose of astonishing the natives with the 
novel tamasha of a human being wafted out of sight into 
ethereal space in his fairy car. Such competition is said to 
have prevailed at Paris for the glory of being the first to 
make the experiment in India, that M. Robertson was fain 
to hurry hither before the balloon itself was ready. The 
ascent took place at the further end of Garden Reach. The 
balloon rose well, but ere it attained a mile of height, it was ^ 
seen to return so rapidly earthward, that great apprehensions 
were entertained for the traveller’s neck. The resistance of 
the air |;^elow, however, pressed up the slack of the balloon 
like an umbrella. The car was thus supported in its descent 
as by a parachute, and M. Robertson escaped with only a 
heavy fall. A second ascent was not made in Calcutta, the 
aeronaut proceeding to Lucknow to make an ascent there. 
But his early death prevented further ascents. Since 
then some attempts have been made by a Mr. Kite, but 
they were failures and ended in the death of the aeronaut in 
one of his ascents in Burmah. 

GABDEN EXCURSIONS. 

The Botanical Gardens, three miles distemt from 
Calcutta, are situtfU^M bank of the Hooghly. 
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They are undoubtedly the richest and most beautiful 
gardens in the world ; besides a variety of European flowers 
tin/i shrubs, all the trees and plants of India, nay, we may 
say of all Asia, and southern Africa and the Straits, are 
cultivated here. The garden was begun by Colonel Kyd in 
March 1786, and collections of plants from different parts of 
the East were soon introduced into it with such success, that 
the number of plants brought into it in eight years amounted 
to more than 300, Dr. Roxburgh joined it in the autumn of 
1798. His unremitted attention to its improvement, and his 
eminent abilities as a botanist, soon increased the stock of trees 
«and plants, so that in 1831 the number of described species in 
the garden amounted to 3500, 

From the report of a meeting of the Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society held in Calcutta on the 14th May 
1827, we learn that a. piece of ground at Allypore (Mr. 
Palmer’s garden) was taken on a perpetual lease for a nur- 
^Sery and garden. 

. The object contemplated was not only to bring to the 
highest perfection all the fruits and vegetables of Europe 
and India, but also to raise tea and coffee, and all the medi- 
'^inal plants, as well as the most useful kinds of trees, in 
order to supply the gardens of India and Europe. This 
garden is not only a source of unceasing delight, but 
also of incalculable benefit to the inhabitants of Calcutta, 
who constantly resort thither as a retreat in hot weather, 
and to hold pleasurable parties there in. 

The garden which is very extensive, is laid out with 
much taste. It combines the attraction of a Botanic Garden 
with that of a Park, and is therefore the great lounge of 
^the citizens of Calcutta. The magnificent banian trees 
which adorn it are the scene of many a merry picnic party 
on the numerous holidays which the Hindoo calendar bestows 
on the community of the Presidency. One of these, the 
largest is about a century old, and covers a space of ground 
800 feet in circumference. Its trunk girths 5 feet. The 
garden possesses a noble botanical library which has been en- 
riched, from time to time, by the liberality of Government, 
and the donations of botanists in Europe and America. 
The annals of the garden embrace the successive labors of 
Dr. Roxburgh* Dr. Buchanon, Dr. Wallich, and last, but 
not least, of the genius and thoroughly accomplished 
botanist, William Griffith, whose premature death, at the 
age of thirty iifour, was a source of deep lamentation 
to the scientific world. A noble monument to the memory 
of the founder, who died in ^ consjpicuouf 
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part of the garden. Monuments have also been erected in the 
garden to commemorate the services of Drs. Roxburgh apd 
Jack, 


' Opposite Baboo's Ghaut and immediately south of the 
Esplanade Road are the Eden gardens, for which the inhabi- 
tants are indebted to the liberality and taste of the Misses 
Eden, sisters of Lord Auckland, Governor General of India, 
whose statue stands in the gardens. Here is the Band stand, 
where the Town Band, or the* Band of the European Regi- 
ment stationed in the Fort, discourse sweet music every 
evening. A large space is laid out and turfed as a prome- 
nade, at one end of which stands a fine marble statue of Sin 
William Peel, Commander of Her Majesty's Frigate Shannon^ 
who led his crew with their guns up to the walls of Lucknow,, 
during the Mutiny of 1857, and died there of small pox. 
Of late years the gardens have been greatly enlarged, and 
laid out with winding paths and artificial water, interspersed 
with a profusion of beautiful flowering trees, and shrubs — a 
pleasant place for a morning or evening stroll. In the gar- 
dens is a Burmese Pagoda, removed from Prome after the 
last war in 1854, and re-erected here in 1866. 



OFFICIAL. 


An extraordinary scene occurred at the Council Cham- 
ber on the 10th June 1763. Mr. Batson, one of the members, 
reflected in strong terms upon the conduct of Mr. Hastings 
while defending some of the NawaVs recent actions. He 
not only gave Mr. Hastings the lie, but struck him in the 

S resence of the board. The blow was returned, and a most 
isgraceful fight ensued. Mr. Hastings withdrew from the 
board and subsequently Mr. Batson. The board were of 
opinion that Mr. Batson was the aggressor. However, both 
the gentlemen were ordered to keep their houses till the 
unhappy dispute should be adjudged by the full council. 
The majority of the council voted for Mr. Batson's suspension, 
but on his making a full apology, the majority agreed to 
his restoration to office and resuming his place in the council ; 
but the president refusing to sk with him, it was decided he 
was to have the minutes of each member of council after their 
meeting to record his view— at his own house. A violence 
of a far inferior nature is given by the Court of Directors as 
a reason for dismissing one of the principal members of 
council of Bengal in the year 1748. l^e president noticed 
this circumstance and held therefore that he only upheld 
the Court's views when he refused Mr. Batson the honor 
of sitting with them in council. 

The Court of Directors made some presents to a Nawab's 
children^ and here is a detail of the articles which constitu- 
ted the presents : — “ One silver toothpick ; one ditto, large, 
with instruments ; one gilt silver case with smelling bottle ; 
one ditto, large, with instruments ; one Chelsea China smell- 
ing bottle ; one lady’s pocket stand, #ith pens and pencil ; 
one snuff box painted with figures ; t^o fuzees, and three 
pair pistols,”^ the whole valued at Rs. 727. This bill for the 
presents we find in the “Proceedings,” dated January 1764. 

The following is a portion of a bill sent in to the 
Company by" Lord Clive as his expenses on his voyage 
to, and residence during the first year in, India. It commen-> 
ces with May 1764 and closes with December 1766: — 
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‘Ta travelling expenses from Europe over 
and above the sum of £3000 paid to me 
, for that purpose by the Hon. Company, Rs. 73,4f89-16-4( 
To amount general expenses from time of 

arrival until the 31st December*1766 „ 99,629-12-0 
To amount of expenses of my table from 

ditto to ditto ... ... „ 97,462- 1-8 

To amount of expenses for deaths, linen, &c. 

from ditto to ditto ... „ 16,987- 4-7 

For allowances to my secretary, assistants, 
steward, and others employed under me 
from ditto to ditto ... „ 19,722-11-4 

[Other charges which we need not extract 

amounting to] „ 11,674-10-7 

To balance of this account of expenses ge- 
neral — ^now given to Mr. Ed. Phillpot 
for his good and faithful services to me „ 14,928-15-8 


Ct Rs. 3,33,895- 7-2 


These charges were almost wholly met by the sale of 
tlio costly presents made to the* Governor ' by the native 
princes. 

In the '' Proceedings'* of the 2nd January 1 767, we 
find the following extraordinary bequest made to Lord Clive, 
by Meer Mohammad Jaffir Cawn, the Nawab: — “My late 
most honored father, venerable at Mecca, (who8(; offences are 
wiped away) when he was alive, of sound mind, and in the 
full enjoyment of all his mortal faculties, after having appoint- 
ed me his successor, gave me repeated orders to the follow- 
ing purport: ‘ Out of the whole money and effects, w^hich 
I have in my possession, I have bequeathed the sum of 
three lacs fifty thousand in jewels, and one lac in gold mohurs, 
in all five lacs of rupees in money and effects, to the light of 
my eyes, the Nabob firm in war, Lord Clive the hero.* Accord- 
ingly I have deposited the aforesaid account with my Lady 
Begum, and you will distribute what remains, after the Settle- 
ment on your mother the Lady Begum is paid, agreeable to 
the several proportions which I have allotted.** 

Hitherto officers who could be spared, and were found 
qualified, had been employed in making surveys of the 
country, but these surveys had boon found imperfect and 
could not be depended upon. It was therefon^ determined 
by the Court in 1767, to appoint Captain Reimel, V‘a young 
man of distinguished merit in this branch,** Surveyor Gene- 
ral ; and he was directed to “ form one general chart from 
those already made, and such as are now on hand as they 
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can be collected in.” “ This,” the Court continues in their 
despatch, dated 30th March, " though attended with great 
labor, does not prevent his prosecuting his own surveys, the 
fatigue of which and the^ desperate wounds he has lately 
received in one of them, have already left him but a shattered 
constitution. This consideration and his being deprived of 
every means of advantage while he is thus continually mov- 
ing up and down a country unexplored by Europeans, to the 
utmost risk of his life, we hope will justify us for increasing 
his salary to Rs. 300 per month, which indeed may be con- 
sidered as only a just reward for past services and sutferings.” 

An extract from an act of Parliament of 21st George 
III is published (1784,) by the Government, " forbidding any 
British subject or subjects in the service of the said United 
Company or licensed by them to proceed to India, to reside 
in any other place in India than in one of the principal 
settlements belonging to the said United Company, or within 
ten miles of such principal settlement, without the special 
license of the said United Company, or of the President or 
Governor and Council of such principal settlement, in writ- 
ing.” 

A novel mode of reducing the expenditure of the State 
is hit upon by the government in a notice from the Secret 
Department of Inspection, dated 27th January 1785 : — 

" The Honorable the Governor General and Council, having 
thought proper to resolve on a reduction of expense in seve- 
ral departments under this government, and having Ix^en 
consoipicntly obliged to remove some gentlemen in the civil 
service from their offices and to diminish the allowances, 
and alter the pensions received by others, notice is hereby 
given that permission will be granted to persons under these 
descriptions, who may be willing to avail themselves of it, 
to return to England on leave of absence, with an allowance 
of half their allotted salaries payable in Bengal, and without 
forfeiture of their respective ranks in the service. All such 
perso^js are to enjoy their leave of absence for three years, 
commencing from the day of their arrival in England, on 
condition of their returning to the service before that period, 
if required so to do by the Honorable Court of Directors ; 
and all speh persons are to notify to the Honorable Court 
of Directors the day on which they shall arrive in England, 
and, if not called upon to return to Bengal before the three 
years arc ended, they are to signify their intentions in due 
time to tJie Honorable Court of Directors whether it be to 
remain in England or return to India, and on failure thereof, 
they are to lose all pretensions to the service. 
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The Board, in passing these resolutions, reserve to 
themselves the power of preventing any civil servant from 
availing himself of it, who is not ready to declare upon oath ^ 
that his fortune does not exceed the undermentioned sums — 

If a senior merchant ... ... Rs. 28,000 

If a junior merchant ... ... „ 24,000 

If a factor ... ... „ 19,200” 

From certain “ rules for the civil establishment in 
Bengal,” issued from the Secret Department of Inspection, 
dated 27th June 1785, we learn some curious customs: — 

“ V. The offices held by, and the established allowance 
granted to, the civil servants above the rank of writers, to 
be considered as a full compensation, and in lieu of all other 
allowance, in consequence of which the old allowances of 
salary, diet money, palankeen hire, family allowances and 
house rent are abolished, and are to cease from 1st day of 
August next, being the first stated period of drawing for 
them. 

VI. Writers on this establishment arc, in lieu of 
these old allowances, to draw sicca rupees 100 per month, 
and to have quarters in the New Buildings (two to each 
house) till they shall have been appointed to an office, salary 
of which, exclusive of the established allowance, exceeds 
rupees ?300 per month, when their right to quarters shall 
cease. This allowance of rupees 100 is to be drawn in the 
olHee bill in which the writer serves, by the head of that 
olfiee. 

“ VII. Tlic head of every office under this government 
shall draw tlie whole allowance's, establishment, and otlier 
expiuise of his office in one ruled (ibstract, every month, 
according to a form that will be furnished by the Civil 
Paymaster, and shall be answerable for thl^ regular disburse- 
ments of the whole. To the otiice pay of e.ioh cen'onanted 
writer serving in his office, he shall add rn])ces 100 per 
month, as is stated in tin? Vlth rule, and regularly mark 
every change occasioned by death, removal, or any^other 
cause. 

VIII. All demands upon this government, whcth(^r 
for salary or any other purpose, mu.st be made within one 
month after they become due, on forfeiture of 10 per cent, 
of the whole demand, to be stopped from the person autho- 
rized to receive it, and if not made within three months 
after it is due, the whole sum to be forfeited to gcA^emment. 
This order to be in force from and after the 1st day of 
August next. • 
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IX. Every demand of a contingent nature, and not 
provided for in any of the fixed establishments (except the 
petty charges of office, not exceeding rupees 100), must be 
accompanied with a special order from the Council before it 
is presented for payment to any of the pay offices. 

X. An invariable establishment being now fixed for 
every office under this government, no excuse will ever be 
admitted for drawing improper bills, or presenting unautho- 
rized demands. Every person attempting this shall forfeit 
the amount of the sum so demanded for the first offence ; 
and for the second shall, in addition thereto, suffer such 
other punishment as the board may think proper to inflict. 

'' XII. Every head of the office under this govern- 
ment is to be answerable for the regular attendance of all 
the servants under him, and the office hours are hereby 
declared to be from 9 o’clock to 1 in the forenoon, and from 
7 o’clock till 9 in the evening, from the 1st day of April till 
the 30th day of September; and from 10 till 2 in the fore- 
noon, and 7 till 9 in the evening, fron. the 1st day of Octo- 
ber I ) th ‘ 31st March. No civil servant under the rank 
of factor to be (?xem 2 )ted from this rule. 

‘‘ XJ V, No postage to be charged in future on letters 
on the service, but the head of every office to sign his name 
on the outside of every letter on the public business; and 
any person convicted of conveying letters on their private 
concerns under such signature, to be punished with the 
utmost severity.” 

Secret Department of Inspection, ^7th June 1785 , — 
‘*The Honorable the Governor General and Council have been 
pleased to order and resolve that no house rent shall he 
allowed after the 1st of August next, excepting that specially 
granted by the Company, viz: — 

To a field officer having no quarters sa. rs. 120 p. month. 

To a captain ditto ... 90 „ 

To subaltern ditto ... 60 „ 

“ No civil servant who now draws house or office rent 
is henceforth to draw more on either of these accounts than 
the sum allowed by the Company to a field officer, if such 
servant be above the rank of factor. If such servant be a 
factor or writer, he is to be allowed for office rent 90 sicca 
rupees. 

“ Resolved, that the allowances granted to servants 
whose offices have been abolished, or who are out of any 
emj>l<^y, be reformed to the following amount: — 
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For a senior merchant not married sa. rs. 830 p. month. 


Ditto married ... ... 1 ,000 

For a junior merchant not married . . . 600 

Ditto married ... ... 800 

For a factor not married, and quarters . . . 300 

Ditto married, and quarters . . . 500 


Gentlemen holding these pensions may be employed 
on commissions of temporary service, with such additional 
allowances as the board may choose to grant to them.** 

At this early period, we learn from the following extract 
of a letter from the Court under date 21st September 1785, 
that the purloining of oflficial records from the Calcutta 
oflPices had become rather common: — 

“ Para. 50. — We have long regretted an abuse which is 
now become so prevalent, and has gone to such an extent 
that we must be peremptory in taking the most efieotual 
measures to put an end to it. Wo allude to the practice of 
our servants having access to, and transmitting homo to 
their private correspondents, such part of our records as they 
think proper. Our orders, therefore, are, that no person 
but the members of the different boards shall have access 
to their records, except the secretaries of sucli boards, and 
those ontriiMtod by them; and that no private co]dt;s shall 
be given thereof, except to the ]>r63sidi‘nt of eacli board, if 
he shall desire it. To those persons so raitrustcd we sliall 
look for responsibility; and if copies of any of our paj^ers, 
correspondence, or records, shall be discovered in the posses- 
sion of any persons not warranted by the government, cither 
at home or abroad, we shall certainly take the most effectual 
measures in our power to discover by whose means the 
communication has been made, and will disrni.ss from oiir 
service any person who shall be found guilty of disobeying 
these our orders. 

‘‘ 51. Another practice of a similar nature likewise 
calls for our animadversion. Many of onr servants possess- 
ing our most confidential situations are accustomed to indulge 
themselves, without reserve, in corresponding, by their pri- 
vate letters, upon the public affairs of the Company. This 
is attended with many inconveniences, and is directly contra- 
ry to our repeated orders, and we desire yot^ will take the 
most effectual means to prevent it; and if any of our servants 
presume to continue in a practice so contrary to our wishes 
and orders, we shall certainly mark our disapprobation by 
the severest tokens of our displeasure.** • 

In the beginning of the year, the Govemo/ General 
issued an order that after the 1st March 1788, “ no persons in 
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the civil or military service of the Company shall be allowed 
to proceed from the Company’s provinces beyond Buxar 
without the Governor General’s pass, to be produced to the 
commanding officer of that post, unless such persons are 
under oipders (which shall appear either in the Gazette or by 
an official signature) to proceed to stations beyond that place, 
or unless they should be returning to their stations after the 
expiration of leave of absence. The same orders respect 
Europeans in general, who are not in the service of the 
Company.” 

On the 1st May 1793 a regulation was passed by the 
Governor General in Council, which directed that “ no Bri- 
tish subjects (excepting King’s officers, serving under the 
presidency of Fort William, the civil covenanted servants of 
the Company, and their military officers) shall be permitted 
to reside at a greater distance from Calcutta than ten miles, 
tinless they enter into a bond rendering themselves amenable 
to the court of Dewany Adawlut, within the jurisdiction of 
which they may reside in all civil suits that may be insti- 
tuted against them by natives or inhabitants of either of the 
provinces of Bengal, Behar or Orissa, coming within the 
descriptions of persons declared amenable to the zillah and 
city courts, for any sum of money or thing, the amount or 
value of which shall not exceed five hundred sicca rupees, 
and that this bond is to be executed in open court, before 
the judge of the court within the jurisdiction of which such 
British subject may reside or take up his abode.” 

In consequence of the above order the various districts 
were called upon to furnish ‘‘complete and correct lists of all 
Europeans, whether British subjects or subjects of foreign 
states (Franco excepted), not in the civil, military or marine 
services of the Honorable Company, or admitted advocates, 
attorneys, or officers of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
wherever residing within the provinces, annually to be laid 
before the board.” 

The stringency with which European adventurers were 
kept from ^’entering the service, or even the dominions of 
native princes on the borders of the English territories, is 
shown in the following order, by the Commander-in-Chief, 
dated 17th March 1794 : — “ The only check to Europeans 
not in the Company’s service, going beyond the provinces 
without a passport, being Buxar, which post they would avoid 
by taking the New Road, the Commander-in-Chief, at the 
desire of the Gc^vernor General in Council, directs, that no 
European, not in the Company’s service, be suffered to pass 
the stations of Chunar, Cawnporc and Futtyghur, unless a 
regular passport is prodticed.” 
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On the 27th March 1800, the following order appeared 
in the Public Department : — Ordered that no persons, ^na- 
tives of India, whose fathers only are Europciuis, be allowed 
to pass from the Company’s provinces beyond Buxar without 
a' passport from government/’ The order dated January 
4th 1788, which has already been referred to, only mentioned 
Europeans in general, as prohibited passing beyond the 
then frontiers of Bengal. Probably advantage of this order 
was taken by many who were not Europeans or natives, and 
hence the issue of the second order in 1800. 

The Hon’ble the Court of Directors, in letters dated the 
11th December 1793 and the 28th May 1794, ordered that 
new covenants should be taken from every person in their 
service ; this had been rendered necessary by a change in the^ 
Company’s license regarding persons residing in India. The 
wording of the order was in the usual peremptory tone of 
the day as follows : — ‘‘We direct that every person in our 
service be called upon immediately to execute the covenants^ 
proper to his station, and that on his refusing to do so, he 
be dismissed and have notice to come homo. We also direct 
that all other British subjects, residing under your presi- 
dency, whether with or without license, be forthwith called 
upon to execute the covenants proper to their stations, and 
that on neglect or refusal to execute tliey have notice to 
quit India ; which notice if they refuse to obey, you must 
enforce by sending them home in such manner as the law 
allows, as we are determined not to permit any persons in 
future to reside in India, without our license and being 
under proper covenant, so that any irregularity of conduct 
may be more readily corrected. With regard to persons who 
reside under your presidency, and have not entered into* 
covenants of any description, we have sent a number of co- 
venants of the denomination of covenants of free merchants, 
free mariners and of persons permitted to reside in India; 
these are calculated to suit all persons, who are to reside 
under the Company’s protection, and you will take care that 
each person executes one of these descriptions in the mode 
already pointed out.” Then there were certain obligations 
for furnishing “ two responsible persons in England to enter 
into security in the sum of £2000,” on behalf of such as 
were termed free merchants. Upon the receipt of these 
instructions from tlie Court, the Governor General issued 
orders that each person in whatever part of the dominions 
he might be, should before the 20th of April, transmit 
information to the various heads of their districts, viz. 

“ Their names, professions, or occupations ; the names , of the 
country or state of which they are subject ; the dates of their 
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arrival in Bengal ; the places of their actufij residence, and 
the periods of their residence therein/' Then follows the 
usual threat of summary deportation if such information was 
not duly furnished. 

That no newcomers should land "in India without 
the necessary licenses the following stringent instructions 
were given to the Marine authorities: — “The comman- 
ders of all foreign vessels, importing at Calcutta, are re- 
quired to deliver in to the Master Attendant's oflSce, on 
tneir arrival, the names of the commanders, officers, crews 
and passengers on board the said vessels, and that the Mas- 
ter Attendant is positively prohibited from furnishing any 
foreign vessel importing at Calcutta, with a pilot, until such 
list shall have been delivered to him." 

On the 17th November 1791, Jonathan Duncan, 
Esq. the English Resident, accompanied by Nawab Aly 
Ibrahim Khan, the two assistants, and other gentlemen, and 
a large concourse of the native inhabitants, paid the first 
visit to the new Hindoo College founded at Benares by the 
British Government. 

The Court of Directors, “ taking into consideration the 
great probability of a vacancy happening in the office of 
Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, by the Marquis 
Cornwallis returning to England, came to the resolution on 
the 21sb September 1792 of appointing John Shore, Esq. to 
be Governor General in case of the death, resignation or 
coming away of the Marquis Cornwallis, and that the said 
John Shore, Esq. should receive the sum of 10,000 current 
rupees per month, from the day he embarks, until he suc- 
ceeds to the governor generalship of Bengal.” 

The pecuniary affairs of the Honorable East India Com- 
pany were brought before Parliament on the occasion of an 
application to renew the Company's charter in 1793: — “ The 
affairs of the Company," said Mr. Dundas, “ he thought 
highly prosperous; they were in a quick train of liquidating 
all demands on them, both at home and abroad, and the time, 
he hoped, was not far distant when they would actually 
contribute to relieve the burdens of the country, instead of 
calling on us for further aid." At this time the public debt 
of the Company must have been very large ; as twenty-five 
lakhs had been set aside to pay off a portion of those debts, 
and this sum represented but a very small fraction of the 
total amount, o 

We may have some idea of the kind and quantity of 
work gone through by the Secretary's office in Calcutta 
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(PuUic Departiiient)) froirv the following detail of stationery 
which was required as the supply, we suppose, for one year 
(1792): — "Book paper 9 reams; consultation 19 reams; ge- 
neral letter 25 ditto; foolscap 63 ditto; quarto post 43 ditto; 
office penknives 125; strops 8; ink powder 375 papers; 
country sand 50 seers;. Europe pounce 30 lb.; country sealing 
wax 2100 sticks; wafers 63 boxes; pencils 190 sticks; India 
rubbers. 9; compasses 13 pairs; half bound books, consultation, 
2 quires each, 6; ditto general letter, 2 do. 6; ditto 3 do. 13; 
ditto. 4 do. 9; ditto folio post 9; paste boards 600 sheets ; 
Wedge wood glasses 8.” 

On the 5th of October 1794^ a general court was held 
at the East India House, , when it would appear that the 
object of the meeting was to raise a large sum of money to^ 
meet the requirements of some great war ki. prospect : — “Mr. 
Lushington opened, the business of the day, by congratulate 
ing the Court on so crowded an attendanca He said, the 
present contest was a contest for existence, as well as property.. 
He was ready to contribute a part of his own property for 
the support of a just and necessary war,"' fcc.,. fee.. As the 
other speakers on the occasion only alluded to the removal 
of sundry monies which had been deposited for establishing 
new courts of justice at Madras and Bombay,, and devoting 
the same for the purposes of the meeting, without further 
alluding to such purposes, we at this* distance of time are- 
unable to fathom what the reason for such alienation of/ 
pubiic money could have been.. One speaker alluded to this^- 
sum of money being lent to Government. Another proposed: 
to raise regiments, but for what service no clue is given ; 
and another speaker makes the whole still more imintellig- 
ible by saying — Before the time the men were raised, forces 
might be absolutely wanted for the defence of the Company's 
house and warehouses; for they, he was well assuied, were 
marked down as the first objects of destmetionj' 

The Court of Directors,, at a. general court of proprie- 
tors on the 26th June 1793, came to the resolution — " That 
this Court, taking into consideration the zeaf; abiWy, and 
disinterestedness manifested by the Most Noble Marquis 
Cornwallis, in the conduct of' the East India Company's 
affairs during the whole of the period for which he has 
presided over the British interests in India, are ftf opinion 
that as a mark of the high sense entertained by this court 
of His Lordship^s merits and services, the Marquis Cornwallis, 
be requested to accept an annuity of five thousapd pounds, 
to issue out of the territorial revenues in India, for the term 
of twenty years, to commence from the day of his departure 
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from India; and that the same be paid to His Lordship^ hi» 
heirs, executors, administrators or assigns for the time afore- 
said,” 

A rather strange mode of conducting auctions for the 
disposal of government old stores is evidenced in the follow- 
ing advertisement by ‘‘ R. Kennaway, Import Warehouse- 
keeper,” under date the 14th April 1795 : — “ Notice is hereby 
given, that on Friday, the 8th of May next, will be exposed 
to sale by public auction at the I^nport Warehouse, in the 
Old Fort, for sicca rupees, and deliverable by the factory 
weight, a quantity of iron belonging to the Honorable Com- 
pany, on the following conditions ; whoever buys a lot to 
pay down one rupee to bind the purchase, and deposit 
five per cent, in money or Company’s paper, on the amount 
in one month from day of sale ; if the iron is cleared out in 
six months, the purchaser to be allowed a discount of nine 
per cent, and if after six months, and within nine months 
from the day of sale, a discount of three per cent ; but should 
the iron not be cleared out at the expiration of nine months, 
it is then to be resold by public auction, and the former 
purchaser to make good any loss or charges on the resale ; 
on failure of the deposit being made in one month, the iron 
to be immediately resold at the risque and charge of the 
first purchaser ” 

The Honorable the Court of Directors having directed 
that they may be furnished annually with a correct alphabet- 
ical li^t of the European inhabitants of Calcutta and its 
environs, an order was issued, under date the 1st of October, 
that every European residing m Calcutta or the suburbs 
should transmit their names to the Registrar of Covenants 
by the 1st of November 1795. 

On the 29ih May 1795, a general court of proprietors 
was held at the India House “ to consider the long, faithful 
and important services of Warren Hastings, Esip and the 
expediency of paying the expenses of his defence.” 

Mr5v*W. Lushington went into a “ statement of Mr. 
Hastings conduct since the year 1762, at which time his 
services became important to the Company ; his being no- 
minated second in council at Madras, and succeeding to the 
govemmoirt at Bengal in 1772, when a field of action 
appeared to his view, of the most dangerous nature for him 
to undertake, but promising the' greatest increase to the 
interests of the Company. The system he adopted, relative, 
to the collecting of customs on the article of salt, had 
increased the produce of that article to £800,000 or 900,000 
annually, and from the other measures he adopted, the re- 
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venues of Bengal were now increased upwards of two 
millions per annum, the benefit of which the proprietors had 
felt in the augmentation of their dividend, and the public* 
in the participation He then stated the amount of 

Mr. Hastings' fortune to be £1000 a year, and that Mrs. 
Hastings had not more than twice that income, which cer- 
tainly was not sufl&cient to enable them to support the 
proper dignity of his former rank in the Company's service.” 
Ho also stated “ the expenses of his defence to amount to 
£70,000 and upwards, whicli common justice required of the 
Company to discharge.” 

At a general court of proprietors held at the India 
House on the 26th March 1795, some discussion occurred on 
the general subject of permitting officers to return to India 
with their rank. The question originated on such a permis- 
sion having been granted to Mr. T. Pattle of the civil service. 
Sir Francis Baring observed that, “ by the regulations of 
the year 1734, any persons going out to India with their 
rank, the resolution of the committee upon that point must 
be sanctioned by a General Couii of Proprietors; from that 
time' to this, only two cases had occurred, which were so 
recommended to the general court. Mr. Pattle was a man 
the most capable of any to render the Company great and 
essential service, and one whose merits claimed every regard 
from their hands.” 

At the same meeting of the court the report of the 
committee on the bye laws was read, which proposed — 
“That no Director should trade to and from India.” The 
dis(;ussion that took place on that occasion was rather curious, 
and wo give it verbatim as reported: — 

“Mr. Twining thought some time should be allowed to 
those geiitleinen who were engaged in private commerce, in 
order to conclude and wind up their transactions. Two years 
he thought would be a sufficiency. 

“ Mr. Randal Jackson thought that in this case the law 
would be insufficient; by changing of characters tjjp abuse 
would still continue, and he wished to see it totally abrogated; 
before however he proposed any alteration, ho desired to hear 
the opinion of the learned counsel respecting whether this 
law would extend to agencies. • 

“ Mr. Rous gave his opinion that it would extend to 
agencies. 

“ Mr. Lushington confessed, though he could not cure 
the whole of this evil, yet he was willing to destroy as largo 
a portion of it as ho possibly could. He would allow nts 
to take half per cent, in money remittances as a commission 
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Mr. Elphinstone thought the same objection lay against 
Jbhe half per cent, as against the other part of the case, for it 
went to give a profit to the Directors, and so far subjected 
them to the influence of those who ought to be their 
servants abroad. 

"Mr. Randal Jackson said, the principle of the measure 
was this, to destroy that monstrous absurdity that the ser- 
vants of the Company abroad should ha^te an influence upon 
the Directors here at home. Those who ought to obey, by this 
would be able to command, in consequence of their being 
able to influence the Directors. This being the case, unless 
the money agency was abolished, but a small part of the evil 
was cured, for it amounted to seven-eighths of the whole. 

" Mr. Twining thought the money agency was not includ- 
ed within the intention of the committee. 

" Mr. Randal Jackson contended that the benefit would 
be frittered away unless it extended as far. 

"After some further conversation the resolution was 
amended by precluding all sorts of agency, to which a profit 
was attached,, and then unanimously passed. 

“ Mr. Grant stated, that eight years ago, before . he was 
, called to the direction, at a considerable expense he establish- 
ed an indigo manufactory, w'hich if included in this resolution 
would be considerably detrimental to him, Tho importation 
of this article did not clash with the commerce of the Com- 
pany, and its circumstances were so peculiar, that Lord Corn- 
wallis had thought proper, when he called him to the Coun- 
cil Board in India, to make an exemption in favor of him. 

" The case of H. Grant, Esq. was referred to a com- 
mittee.” 

In an order, dated the 21st December 1798, the Gover- 
nor General " apprizes the civil servants of tho Company in 
Bengal, that from and after the 1st January 1801, no servant 
will be deemed eligible to any of the Offices hereinafter 
mentioi^pd until he shall have passed an examination (the 
nature of which will be hereafter detennined,) in the laws 
and regulations, and in the languages, a knowledge of which 
is hereby declared to be an indispensable qualification for 
such respective office. The languages, a knowledge of which 
will be considered requisite in the several offices in the Judi- 
cial, Revenue and Commercial departments, are — 

“ For the office of Judge or Register of any Court of 
Justice, in the provinces of Bengal, Behar, Orissa or Benares 
— thfe Hiudosiance and the Persian languages. 
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V For the office of Collector of Revenue or of Cuutoms, 
©r Commercial Resident, or Salt Agent, in the provinces of 
Bengal or Orissa— the Bengalee language. • 

For the office of Collector of Revenue or of Customs, 
K>v Commercial Resident, or Agent for the provision of opium, 
in the .provinces of Behar or Orissa — ^the Hindostanee 
ianguage.^' 

On the 14th*Januaiy 1799, an attempt to revolt against 
the government was made by Vizier Ally, the deposed Na- 
"wab of Oude, and a few of his adherents at Benares. The 
first step in that diabolical scheme was the murder of all the 
English at Benares, men, women and children. The plot 
was discovered at the outset, though not before the lives of 
Mr. Cherry, the British Resident at Benares, and several 
other English gentlemen were sacrificed. Vizier Ally, who 
was visiting Mr. Cherry by appointment, first drew his sword 
upon him; whereupon his attendants unsheathed theirs, and 
on Mr. Cherry’s attempting to escape, Warris Ally, one of 
the attendants struck him lifeless on the floor. Warris Ally 
was the confidential friend of the deposed Vizier, the prime- 
adviser of all his measures, and more especially of this 
murderous plot at Benares. Warris Ally escaped and eluded 
capture for twelve years, when, thinking that he would not 
be recognized after such a lapse of time, he ventured in 
disguise to revisit Lucknow, where he was at once appreheii^ 
dod and cast into jail in July 1811. 

On the 9th October 1799, ** the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor General in Council, having taken into considera- 
tion the present establishment of the office of the secretary to 
the government, has been pleased to order that instead 
of a secretary to government and four sub-secretaries, the 
establishment shall in future consist of a chief secretary to 
the government, and of four secretaries, viz. one secretary 
for the Secret, Political and Foreign department ; one secre- 
tary for the Public department; one secretary for the Judi- 
cial and Revenue department; and one socret£OT for the 
Military department.” ^ 

“ The Most Noble the Governor General will give audi- 
ence from 10 until 12 o’clock on Monday next” — such is the 
wording of an announcement in the Gazette of the 25th 
September 1800. This patriarchal custom of hearing com- 
plaints and receiving petitions from the common people on 
certain days appears to have been rather common at that 
time. A renovation of the custom would be an improvement 
upon our present red tape system. , 
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Some disputes appear to have arisen at Calcutta with 
respect to female rank and precedence, which led to a 
memorial to the Court of Directors whose decision, was as 
follows:— “ That all ladies who ate entitled to precedence in 
England, whether by birth or marriage, retain it in India) 
this does not, however, affect the precedence of wives of 
members of council, who take rank according to the rank of 
their husbands in the service.” This related, we presume, 
to the ladies of the Company’s servants only. 

The Company’s debts had been gradually increasing in 
«,mount till, on the 31st December 1797, they had reached a 
total of Sa. Rs. 650,000,000, and public credit began to be 
seriously affected. ;The Governor General brought the matter 
before the Court, and it was determined to “ appropriate the 
surplus resources of this presidency, whenever there may be 
s,ny surplus, to the discharge of the register debt, according 
to priority of date.” And the mode to be adopted was rather 
a singular one: — A fund shall be established in Bengal for 
the redemption of the existing and future debts of the Com- 
pany in India, to be provided by bills to be drawn by the 
Honorable Court of Directors, quarterly, and to consist of 
no less a proportion of the principal of tne debts for the time 
being, than two per cent, per annum, to be applied invaria- 
bly, towards the redemption of the debt of this presidency, 
together with the interest that may from time to time accrue, 
upon all securities that may be so redeemed, as soon as may 
be practicable, after it shall have been received; and the 
General Treasury shall be opened accordingly for the receipt 
-of cash, for each quarterly appropriation for which bills upon 
the Honorable Court of Directors will be prepared by the 
r Deputy Accountant General as usual, in any sum tliat may 
be required.” 

On the 4th May 1799 Seringapatam was taken by 
assault. Tippoo Sultan fell in the battle ; two of his sons 
and many of the principal sirdars falling into our hands as 
prisoners. A very copious and curious library was found in 
tlie fortr(5^.s of Seringapatam ; the books were in chests, each 
having its particular wrapper, and generally in good preserva- 
tion. Some were very richly adorned and illuminated, in 
stylo of the old Missals found in monasteries. The collec- 
tion was vety large, and consisted of thousands of volumes, 
and must have proved a very great acquisition to Europe of 
oriental history and literature. * 

On the 10th November 1801, a treaty was concluded at 
Lucknow between the Honorable East India Company and 
His Excellency the Navrab Vizier of Oude, by which the 
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Nawab ceded to the Company in perpetual sovereignty, 
certain portions of his territorial possessions, yielding an 
annual revenue of one crore and thirty-five lakhs of rupees, 
in commutation of the subsidy hitherio payable to the Com- 
pany by the Vizier. The following is a statement of the 
jumma of the temtories ceded to the Company by the Nawab 
Vizier : — 

Corah, Kurrah and Etawa, 

Rehr and others 
Furruckabad'*and others 
Khairaghur and others 
Azimghur and others 
Goruckpore and others 
Allahabad and others 
Bareilly and others 
Nawabgunge and others 
Mohowl and others 

Total Rs. 1,35,24,071 8 8 


... Rs. 55,48,577 11 9 

... „ 5,33,374 0 6 

... „ 4,50,001 0 0 

... „ 2 , 10,001 0 0 

... „ 6,95,621 7 6 

... „ 6,49,854 8 0 

... „ 9,84,963 1 3 

... „ 43,13,457 11 3 

... „ 1,19,842 12 0 

1.68.378 4 0 


In an order dated Fort William, 22nd April 1802, the 
Governor General says, he has had under consideratioil the 
expense incurred annually by allowing a commission of ten 
per cent, on the amount of disbursements of public money, 
and being satisfied that the principle of proportioning the 
profits of an individual to his expenditure of the public 
money is highly objectionable, His Excellency in Council 
orders and directs that commission on all expenditures, where 
cash may be advanced to officers by the paymasters, shall be 
abolished on the 1st of June 1802.*' 

On the 9th July 1806, Lord Morpeth moved the order of ' 
the day in the House of Commons, for the House resolving 
itself into committee on the East India annual accounts, 
when it appeared that the net amount of debts of the Com- 
pany bearing interest on^SOth April 1805, was £ 21,604,967, 
showing an increase of debt of £2,578,033, notwithstand- 
ing that the “resources of India” were stated i!(T be “ very 
great and productive, and might be rendered still greater by 
a system of economy.” 

The progress of the Company's debt in Uie following 
years was most rapid. In the year 1799 it was £ 12,800,000; 
in the year 1810 it had increased to thirty-five millions, and 
in the year 1822 it was nearly thirty-eight millions; and yet 
during all these periods they had Governors G(?tieral abroad, 
and the Directors at home, boasting of the balance of the reve- 
nue above expenditure, and paying dividends of eight per cent; 
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and whilst thus boasting of the prosperity of the Company 
generally, their servants abroad and at home were launching 
deeper and deeper in the boundless ocean of debt. 

A proclamation was issued by the Governor General for 
a general thanksgiving for the late signal and important 
successes obtained by the Naval and Military Forces of His 
Majesty and of his allies, and for the ultimate and happy 
establishment of the tranquillity and security of the Britisn 
possessions in India, on the 6th of February 1800, through- 
out the whole' of the Company’s provinces. In Calcutta the 
thanksgiving sermon was preached by the Kev. Claudius 
Buchanan, which was so highly appreciated that it elicited 
the following “ Minute of Council," dated the 11th February: 
— Ordered, that the thanks of the Right Hon’ble the Gover- 
nor General in Council be given to the Reverend Claudius 
Buchanan, for the excellent sermtm by him preached before 
His Lordship at the new church at Calcutta on the 6th day 
of February, the day of general thanksgiving appointed by 
the Governor General in Council, and that Mr. Buchanan 
be desired to print the said sermon." 

On the above day the Right Honorable the Governor 
General, accompanied by the Chief Justice, the Commander- 
in-Chief, the Members of Council, and the Judges of the 
S.upreme Court of Judicature and by the public officers 
civil and military, proceeded to the new church, to return 
thanks to God for these great mercies and blessings. His 
Lordship proceeded on foot from the Government House to- 
the church at about half past 6 o’clock in the morning 
through Council House Street, which was lined by the Body 
Guard, the Native troops in Garrison at Fort William, and 
the Calcutta Native Militia, and the avenues into the streets 
through which His Lordship passed were guarded by parties 
detached from the above mentioned corps. Three royal 
salutes were fired from the ramparts of Fort William, the 
first on the Governor General’s setting out from the Govern- 
ment House; the second during the celebration of the Te 
Deum; aod the third, on His Lordship’s return. Several 
ships in port also fired salutes. On this solemn occasion, 
all the persons (amounting to upwards of sixty in number) 
confined for debt in the prison of the Court of Requests, 
were liberated in the name of the Honorable Company, 
the respective sums for which they were imprisoned having 
been discharged by order of the Governor General in Coun- 
cil Several prisoners in the Calcutta Jail confined for debt 
were also liberated. 
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Ai^pllcations being often made to the Court of Directors, 
oy parties who had returned from India, for leave to proceed 
again to that country, for the purpose eitW offoUowing 
the pursuits in which they originsdly embarked or of settling 
the affairs which had grown out of their former engagements, 
it was determined in 1827, that such permission would be 
granted only on condition of the applicants “ producing proof 
of their having conducted themselves to the satisfacti<m of 
your” (the Inman) " government.” 

From some debates held at the India hou^'ib June 
1827, we learn the prices given at that time for commissions 
in the Army : — " That of comet or ensign from 600 to 
£1200 ; for lieutenant from 700 to 1700 ; for captain from 
1800 to £3500 ; and lieutenant colonel from 4600 to 9000. 
These were the prices by the reeiilations of the service ; but 
it was well known that when disposed of privately they 
frequently fetched one-third more.” One speaker alluding 
to the patron^e in the hands of the Directors, stated that 
there were — ^in 1821, appointments made to the services of 
the value of £643,000 ; in 1822 of £401,000 ; in 1828 of 
£505,000 ; in 1824 of £499,000, and in 1825 of £662,000, or 
a total in five years of 2,710,000, being em average of ap- 
pointments amounting to £542,000 in each year, and the 
yearly value of the patronage of each director to be £22,5831 
Besides these, there were the appointments of bishops,;, 
judges, lawyers, home and foreign agents, and attomies, some* 
of them making £15,000 a year by their practice, the pro- 
fessorships at Addiscombe and Bfeileybury, in addition to- 
2500 snug appointments in the India house itself! There - 
were also contracts for shipping, for stores, for army clothing,, 
paper and many other things which became the sources of? 
immense profit. Traly such were halcyon days for those of/ 
our forefathers who were connected with Honorable John. 

The following order abolished the custom of presenting- 
nuzzurs to public functionaries : — 

“Fort William, Jvme 2nd 1829. — ^The Right Hon. the- 
Governor General in Council having resolved to abolish 
the custom, which prevails generally throughout the pro- 
vinces subject to this presidency, of natives presenting nuz- 
zurs in money, and trays of fruit and other articles, on the 
occasion of their paying official or complimentary visits to 
public functionaries in the service of the Hon. Company, it 
it hereby notified, for the general information of all public 
officers under this presidency, that the customnn question 
is strictly prohibited from the date of the publication of this 
notice, and that it is the expectation of government that all 
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jmHic ftinctionaries will adopt every measure within their 
power to make this prohibition generally known and obeyed 
by all natives^ of whatever raii or degree^ with whom they 
may have official or private intercourse. 

" In directing^ the abolition of the custom above referred 
to, the Qovemor-Qeneral in Council deems it due to the 
servants of the Hon. Company generally to declare, that the 
measure has not been adopted by* government on the ground 
that it has been perverts to improper purposes by any 
public officer under government, but from the conviction 
that it subjects natives to useless, and frequently vexatious 
expense, and to extortion on the part of menial servants and 
dependants. His Lordship in Council is indeed fully per- 
suaded that the abolition of a practice open to such serious 
objections will be viewed with satisfaction by every officer 
in the Hon. Company’s service.” 

Some particulars are given in the India Gazette of July 
1828, of the mission sent by the Company to Runjeet Singh, 
We shall quote a portion of it : 

"A short distance from the town of Kapathalah, the 
mission were met by a deputation from Futty Singh. The 
cortege was formed of four or five elephants, escorted by 250 
ill-mounted and ill-dressed horsemen, who formed a street 
for the mission to pass through. They escorted the mission 
to their encampment, and in the evening Futty Singh paid 
a visit to the mission, which was a few hours afterwards 
returned. ♦ # * * 

On the last march to Amritsir, the mission were met 
at daybreak by a large nrocession from the court, composed 
of some hundreds oi horse and foot, with many of the 
nobles, and headed by Shere Singh, Runjeet’s second son, 
a handsome looking young man, about twenty-six years of 
age, and five feet eight inches high. He is a stout, short 
necked, well proportioned, and strong looking man, with a 
rather fair complexion. His countenance is handsome, with 
a somefriiat haughty expression. He is not suspected ojF 
being too cordial towards the English. The young prince 
and his nobles were mounted on elephants, tneir elegantly 
caparisoned steeds being led. All the persons forming the 
procession® wore a costume of the same colour, bright 
amber, which had a rich effect. The young chief and many 
of the courtiers wore thenr golden IwEimes, and some the 
heron pluipe on the right side of the turban which slightly 
inclined forward. Shere Singh’s stote elephant was not 
the c least conspicuous object in the pageant. The fine 
animal had round his neck a costly collar of embossed gold 
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divided into circles of about eighteen inches in circunderencd 
and linked together. These golden circles were somewhat 
convex in shape, and reached as far as the olephanf s chesl ; 
from each ear ^so depended rolls of thickly twisted gold 
cord. The jowl was made of the finest crimson velvet, pro- 
fusely embroidered with gold ; this was surmounted by a 
richly and chastely embossed gold howdah. 

“ Next day the British mission went in state to pay a 
visit to the Maharajah. The officers of the mission were 
mounted on elephants, preceded by the troops of cavalry 
and the r^ was brought up by the company of infantry, 
forming the other moiety of the escort. On their way to the 
palace, situated in the Rambaugh, they were met by Rajah 
Dhyan Singh, brother-in-law to Runjeet, handsomely accou- 
tred in a coat of highly polished steel mail. Dhyan Singh is 
about twenty-seven years old, and very handsome. A body 
of lancers now approached and divided itself on either flank 
of the mission, and in this manner accompanied it to within 
two hundred yards of the outer gate of the palace, where it 
was received into a street composed of a battalion of infantry 
and a regiment of dismounted cavalry. 

** Immediately at the head of this military avenue, arid as 
the mission turned into the palace, were placed two pieces 
of horse artillery, which gave a very tolerable salute. The 
mission proceeded across a bridge into a kind of court yard 
or open space, where the escort remained while the British 
gentlemen entered the second gateway into the garden, in 
the centre of which is the palace. The walk leading to it 
from the gate is wide and paved, and on this occasion was 
lined on each side by scarlet cloth kannauts. At certain 
intervals there were suspended over-head handsome canopies 
of shawl and cloth. 

“When within twenty yards of the palace the gentlemen 
of the mission dismounted from their elephants. From the 
place at which they dismounted to the presence there was 
a dais of fine cloth. The Maharajah sat in state ii^a large 
open room or verandah, which was carpeted with a shawl, 
and over-head was a beautifully worked shawl canopy. On 
the near approach of the gentlemen of the mission, the ruler 
of Cashmere arose and advanced some steps tojneet Capt. 
Wade, whom he embraced, after which the other gentlemen 
in succession paid their compliments to Runjeet, always, 
however, keeping the head covered. They then took their 
seats on silver chairs with crimson and yellow velvet cush- 
ions, Runjeet in an elegant gold embossed chair. After a 
short pause they were each separately introduced to* the 



Maharajah by one of the ministers! After this ceremony 
t]je Governor-General’s letter was read in open court, which 
appeared to afford the most lively satisfaction to all, especial- 
ly Runjeet himself. Shere Singh appeared thoughtful or 
indifferent, while a smile of dubious meaning for the most 
part passed over his lips. 

“After the letter was read. Lord Amherst’s presents were 
displayed and pronounced to be handsome. Among them 
were two Englisn stallions, a four barrelled gun, a musical 
dressing case, &;c. There was a quantity of shawls also, 
which perhaps the sovereign of Cashmere held less in estima- 
tion than articles of a more exotic nature. There was also 
a handsome and valuable head-piece for the Ranee, an 
elephant with a silver howdah, &c. On the right of the 
Maharajah sat the son of Dhyan Singh, a pretty looking 
child, about five years of age, who appeared almost oppressed 
with his gorgeous and glittering gamishings; for diamonds, 
emeralds, and pearls appeared to be so studded and heaped 
upon the boy’s person that he seemed more like a casket 
of gems than a young courtier. Magnificence here was 
evidently unaided oy a correct taste. On the left was seated 
the*son ol* Futty Singh, a well-grown youth, about fifteen 
years of age: his dress was perhaps not less costly than the 
others; but a more happy and less cumbersome arrangement 
of jewels gave a greater degree of elegance to his appearance. 
On the second seat from the right sat the brother of Dowdh 
Singh, the distinguished hero of Attock: on the second seat 
from the left sat the rajah’s second son, Shere Singh, and the 
only one of his sons present. He, as well as the other princes 
And chiefs, were most magnificently dressed, and ornamented 
with valuable jewels, each appearing to vie with the other 
in splendour of dress and decoration. The court dress was 
^f a rich yellow colour, which added to the imposing effect. 
The old chief himself was, if possible, the most gorgeously 
arrayed of all. In the centre of Runjeet’s turban there was 
a costly ornament composed of various jewels, which were 
JBO arranged as best to set off each other; from this there 
was suspended by a small gold link a diamond of vast beauty 
and magnitude, in shape and size somewhat resembling a 
pigeon’s e^g. On his neck, and reaching low down his 
bosom, he nad a most beautiful pearl neckl^e: at the centre 
were ten of the size of musket bullets, decreasing at the sides 
till reduced to the. size of peas and none less. He had a 
smaUer peagrl necklace, a coUar that fitted close to the neck, 
wi& pearls of the like size; and his wrists and ancles were 
similarly adorned: on his shoulders, and reaching quite across 
in much the same manner as the wings of a light infantry 
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officer, he had three rows of diamonds the size of the end 
of one’s finger. Round his loins was girded a glittering 
zone of rubies, emeralds, ditunonds, and pearls, and in this 
girdle was stuck a dagger, ornamented to correspond. His 
shield was in harmony with all this magnificence. Rather 
above the wrist he wore a kind of bracelet of beautifully 
lucid laig^ diamond dro|». There was a singular etiquette 
observed in regard to the distribution of the seats of honor. 

" Rajah Dhyan Singh, Runjeet’s favourite, was seated on 
the ground after the orient fashion, while his child sat on a 
chair (an honorary distinction). The same favour was 
granted to Dowdh Singh’s brother, who sat in a chair on the 
left, while the conqueror of Attock himself was seated on a 
carpet. 

" None* of the European officers in Runjeet’s service 
(Ventura, Allard, &c.) were present at this durbar. On 
inquiry as to the cause of their absence, the reason given 
evinced a delicate and generous consideration on the part 
of the Maharajah. These officers being his servants, it was 
not consistent with etiquette that they should sit in the 
presence, and rather than that they should seem degraded 
in the eyes of the mission, or have their feelings wouilded, 
their presence on this occasion was dispensed with.” 



CHAPTER XI. 


AJDVERTISEMENTS ILLUSTRATING CUSTOMS OF 
THE TIME. 


The following is an advertisement to sailors, in .1780, 
to engage in privateering, which was then reckoned a favor- 
able opening to men seeking their fortune : — To all gentle- 
men, seamen and lads of enterprize and true spirit, who are 
ambitious of making an honorable independence by the 
plunder of the enemies of their country, the Death or Olory 
privateer, a prime sailing vessel, commanded by James 
feracey, mounting six 22 pounders, twelve cohoms, and 
twenty swivels, and carrying a hundred and twenty men — 
will leave Calcutta in a few days on a five months’ cruise 
agaihst the Dutch, French and Spaniards. The best treat- 
ment and encouragement will be given.” 

Mr. James Wittit, a very successful " Europe and 
China shopkeeper,” whose dwelling house, shop, and ware- 
houses” were near the Bankshall, and who had a garden 
house, “ on the road from the Boytoconnah to the burial 
ground,” in 1784, invites inspection of his premises and con- 
ference as to terms of sale, &c., " any day of the week, 
except Sunday,” a very remarkable exception in those days. 
Hick'i/s Gazette for March 1781, refers to Mr. Wittit’s 
endeavors to put good books into circulation. A Hudibras- 
tic rhyming list of goods for sale commences thus — 

** Ladies* caps to adorn the bead ; 

Shrouds to wrap them in when dead ; 

Salves to cure the itch or evil ; 

^ Bible books to scare the devil, 

As good as e*er old Wittit did sell.” 

[Advt. ] " Tom Fatt, native of China, begs leave to 
inform the gentlemen of Calcutta, and the public in gene- 
ral, that any persons having tanks in their gardens, or else- 
where,and being desirous to have them cleared out, he will 
contract with them for the same upon very reasonable terms, 
being certain that he can finish the work quicker than any 
Bengal peopfe, by means of a China pump. Any gentleman 
willing to contract with the said Mr. Fatt is requested to 
enquire at his Rum Works, at Sulkey, opposite Calcutta. 
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N. • B.— He makes loaf sugar equal in quality to that mad# 
in Europe, and excellent sug^ candy. Also all sorts of 
cabinet work the same as in China. Calcutta 4th March 178-f.^^ 

T^m Fatt did not live long rfter the above advertise- 
ment ^peared, for in June 1784, all his stock in trade, and 
his distillery at Sulkey,” are offered for sale. 

[Advt.] Fenoino. — -Mr. Soubise begs l^ve to acquaint 
his fnends and the gentlemen of the settlement, that he 
proposes to teach the art of fencing upon the following 
terms : — Two gold mohurs entrance, and two gold mohurs 
per month. He has taken a convenient house for the pur- 
TOse, behind the 'Harmonic.* His days axe Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. Such gentlemen as choose to take 
private lessons at their own houses, will be attended on 
Tuesday and Saturdays, in which case his terms are three 
gold mohurs entrance, and three gold mohurs per month. 
IS3rd June 178 


On the 2nd of September 1784, was put up for sale by 
auction " that extensive piece of ground belonging to War- 
ren Hastings, Esq., called Eishera (Ishera) situated on the 
western bank of the river, two miles below Serampore, 
consisting of 136 beegahs.** 

Messrs. Davidson and Co. inform their fnends and the 
public that they have established (December 1787) in En- 
tally a '• washing and mangling business.” The following 
were their charges : — 

For a lady or gentleman ... Rs. 6 per month. 

A child from 7 to 12 years old ... „ 4 ditto. 

A child under 6 aitto ... „ 2 ditto. 

A servant ... 1 ditto. 


[Advt.] " Flour Mill. — Mr. Christopher Dexter begs 
leave to inform the ladies and gentlemen of the settlement, 
and the public in general, that hp has erected at a very consi- 
derable expense, a mill for grinding flour, being the first of 
the kind ever known in Bengal. The stones, which are real 
French Burs, are the very best produced in EuiU|)e; their 
principal excellence consists in leaving no sand in the flour, 
a fault but too general with the Bengali bakers. He has 
also erected ovens under the inspection of two European ba- 
kers, and proposes carrying on the baking business in all its 
branches. He hopes his bread will bo found superior to any 
yet produced in Bengal, and on the same terms as the 
natives. ♦ * ♦ * * CalouUa.mt March 1789 r 

Mr. John Marklew, Gunmaker, late Foreman to Jover 
and Son, Oxford Street, London, now returning home, ‘gives 
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notice that he ** has disposed of all his tools and receiptifor 
l>rowning gun barrels to Mr. Peter Augier, giinmaier and 
cutler in Calcutta, who will carry ou the same business as 
above, and hope to meet with the encouragement of the gen- 
tlemen of the settlement. January 1790.** 

Here is an application to the ** Commissioners of the 
Court of Bequests of the Town of Calcutta” ; — 

“ Gentlemen, — Understanding that the oflSce of clerk 
to your Court is likely to become vacant, I beg leave, in 
that event, to solicit your suffrages for my succession thereto. 
Allow me to call to your recollection that the person who 
thus offers himself as a candidate is a very old servant of 
^he Company’s, whose situation and misfortunes give him a 
reasonable claim to the assistance of his brother servants, 
and whose qualifications from his knowledge of the country 
languages and his acquaintance with the manners and cus- 
toms of the natives, render him, he flatters himself, equal to 
the discharge of the duties of the oflSce he solicits. (Sd.) 
Francis Gladwin, Calcutta, 14 th June 1790** 

So highly was Madeira wine thought of in those days that 
one^ advertiser, in 1790, prefaces his announcement of the 
receipt of a new batch of this particular wine, with the 
following blast : — 

Now drink Madeira and in scorn of knaves 

Leave continental wines to conquered slaves. 

Madeira and claret seem to have been the usual drink 
of the residents in addition to pale ale. Large shipments of 
the above wines from England and France were standing 
advertisements in the papers. The price of ale and porter 
in hogsheads was ninety sicca rupees per hogshead. 

" A Wilson, Watchmaker, in Council House Street,” 
has for sale, several capital watches, among which " is one 
on a new and singular construction, horizontal, capp’d, jewell- 
ed, and stop, which goes while winding up, and by a separate 
hand and circle shows the three hundredth part of a minute.” 
(1791.) ^ 

[Advt.] 'fA gentleman observing the great number 
of useless horses daily paradii^^ the roads about Calcutta, 
suggests it^as a hint that they might be better employed in 
propagating their breed up the country, an idea, the adver- 
tiser doubts not, will be highly approved of by the patriotic 
owners of such cattle. This is, therefore to give notice that 
any gentleman sending an incumbent of that nature to the 
Printer (of the Calcutta Gazette) and paying for this adver- 
tisement, the animal will be thankfully received and religi- 
ously applied to the proposed purpose. 28th April 1791** 
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"A neat, compact and new built garden house,” is 
advertised for private sale at 1500 sicca rupees. It WM 
pleasantly situated at Chowringhy, and from its contiguity 
to Fort William peculiarly well calculated for an officer ; it 
would,” boutinues the advertisement, " likewise be a handsome 
provision for a native lady, or a child.” A peculiar feature 
of the times (1792.) 

A ** left-handed gun” is advertised, in 1793, by Peter 
Augier, Cutler ahd Armorer, No. 51, Cossitollah. This 
reminds us to notice that among all the firms, which used 
to figure in the advertising pages of the Gazette of that 
time, none have survived even in name to the present time, 
except that of P. Augier, whose grantlsons still carry on 
the old business of armorers and gunsmiths, in the same old 
house in Cossitollah. The building and people must have 
some strange mementos of the old times. 

An advertisement, dated Public Department, Fort Wil- 
liam, 25th March 1793, calls for " Contract proposal for erect- 
ing a factory house, godowns and offices, at Cossimbazar.” 
The Government proposed to pull down and remove the then 
existing factory house, with the whole of the godowns and 
offices within the surrounding wall, and to construct *new 
buildings in their stead. 

In looking over the advertisements we stumbled upon 
the following, which is an evidence of the quaint manners of 
tiviJesmen in Calcutta of that date (1793): — “ Whereas there • 
are several persons of the name of Price, whose Christian* 
name begins with a large j;J. Price, Esquire doth therefore 
apply to so many that mistakes have frequently happened 
— I beg leave to decline the appellation of Esquire, and re- 
quest of those who do not know me, but may in future have ‘ 
occasion to send notes, letters or paicels, which they may 
pretend shall come direct to me, that they direct to Captain 
Joseph Price, Clive Street, Calcutta.” 

Hero is an advertisement of 1793, which will raise a smile 
on the countenances of our readers, and provide another 
illustration of the value of money in those times: — “ A person 
suffering much by corns under bis feet, will give one thousand! 
sicca rupees to any person d&pable of extracting them, to be 
paid upon the performance of the cure. Enqifire No. 83, 
Zigzag Lane.” 

Fine Hyson teas are advertised in 1793 at 250 sicca 
rupees the chest; 125 the half, 64 the quarter and niiie 
rupees the seer. 

Doctor Liotard advertises (1793) — " Public baths, j^lain* 
mineral and aromatic,” at No. 37, China Bazar. 
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Bhilsa, which ia still famous £or its preparation of 
t}ie perfumed tobacco for smoking in the hooaai was, in 
1798, very celebrated and exported to Calcutta very large 
quantities of tobacco, much valued by European smokers 
and not less so by wealthy native gentlemen. The tobacco 
was advertised by Messrs. Lee and Kennedy at seventy 
rupees per maund; and “ Aliabad” tobacco at forty rupees. 

The following auctioneers carried on business in Calcutta 
during the year 1793: — ^Messrs. King, Johnson and Pierce; 
Mouat and Faria; Stewart and Brown ; Tulloh and Co. The 
last named firm became the most famous, and carried on the 
business of auctioneers and commission agents in a very ex- 
tensive way in Tank square, for more than fifty years, when 
they gave place to others. 

Two large dray horses (1793) brought from Europe were 
sold to an agent of the Nawab Vizier for six thousand rupees I 

As a significant sign of the times, we extract the follow- 
ing advertisement from a paper of 1794 : — Wants a Place 
— ^Po wait upon a lady, either here or on a voyage to Europe, 
a native woman, the daughter of an European, who speaks 
English, can dress and attend on a lady, and has alreacfy at- 
tended one to England. Enquire at Mr. D’Couto's, near 
Tiretta Bazar, for Anna D'Sylva/^ 

There was at this period (1794) a hotel at Budge Budge, 
kept by Messrs. Dennagan and Co. The house was a large 
upper roomed one, and situated immediately on the bank of 
the river. Here might be obtained “ post chaises, buggies 
and saddle horses.’^ 

A person of the mane of Domenick Laurenc^, an Ita- 
lian, advertises in 1794, having brought from Europe the 
“ Cabinet of Curcius” and the “ Ureat Optic of Zaler,*’ both 
of which “ curiosities” had " attracted the admiration of the 
capital cities of Europe, and particularly that of London.” 
The cabinet was composed of figures, life size, of persons in 
Europe and elsewhere who had made a name for themselves, 
and partieularly of those who were living actors of the tra- 
gedies of the French Revolution,, then in full vi^r. The 
“ optic glass represents the rising of the sun and the capital 
cities of Europe, in their natural state » and size,” &c. &c., 
admission one gold mohur. 

An advertisement appears, in 1794, under the signature 
of P. Holford, Master, Chaml^rs in Symond's Inn, Chancery 
Lane, London, enquiring for information regarding a girl 
Betsey,” to whom three legacies (of 1000, 400, and 200 
rupees) had been left by “ Thomas Downes Wilmot, formerly 
• of the town of Calcutta, mariner,” 
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An advertisement by the Superintendent of Prince et 
Wales Island appears, in 1794, offering two Spanish dollm 
a head for Patna sheep brought to the island; he being 
desirous of increasing the plenty of stock on that island, for 
the accommodation of shipping, by establishing a breed of 
Patna sheep/’ 

Messrs. Barber and Palmer advertise, in 1794, large 
mercantile transactions in the papers. The name of this 
firm was a household word in the days of our boyhood in the 
city of Calcutta. It was the Palmer of this firm who be- 
came the Prince of Calcutta merchants” as he was styled, 
and earned for himself a statue in the Calcutta Townhall. 
And his palatial house of business is still standing, and was 
for many years the Sailors* Home in Bow Basar. Messrs. 
Palmer and Co. were the first of the princely mercantile houses 
which thirty years after, were the wonder of the world. 
It was in 1833 that their over-trading and speculations in 
indigo, opium, caused their downfdl. Pamer and Co. 
were the first to go, and their bankruptcy was followed by 
Alexander and Co., Cruttenden, Mackillop and Co., and some 
others, causing unheard-of ruin to widows and pensioners, 
who had embarked their all in these houses, depending with 
confidence on the security of the baits held out in large 
interest for money invested in these firms. The interest 
they regularly receive'!, but the principal was irrecoverably 
gone. 

Besides Messrs. Barber and Palmer, to which we have 
referred, there are other business names which are well re- 
membered by old residents in Calcutta, and among them 
none more honored than the long standing coach building 
establishment of Messrs Steuart and Co., near St. Andrew’s • 
Church. That firm, after supplying about twenty partners 
with fortunes, passed into other hands and very lately only 
changed its name. 

A mai^ufacturer started in 1794 a candle-making business 
at No. 34, Meery jhony Gully or Zigzag Lane” — Mr. Clark 
says that he makes his candles to such perfection^ that “ his 
tallow candles mixt with wax, appear equally as good as the 
best wax candles ma*de in India; and a whole candle will 
burn tenor eleven* hours.” His prices were-y“wax and 
tallow candles 30 Sa. Bs. per maund, tallow only 20 Sa. Bs. 
and wax only 76 Sa. Rs.” 

** Fine large Europe Cabbie Plants” are advertised 
for sale, in 1794, at Sa. Rupees eight per hundred — ^rather a 
heavy price we should think, even in those money-making 
days — to bo had at the late Captain Mackintyre’s garden, ^a 
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little below the Orphw House, opposite Ohandpaul Ohat " 
T^iis is the first intimation we nave of the existence of an 
orphan house in this locality. 

Here is a description of a (jueer old German clock, which 
literally astonished tne weak minds of the natives in 1794, 
who considered it a most wonderful production of the gods. 
" It consisted of a sea of glass, in perpetual motion so long 
as the clock was ^oing ; a ship at anchor \ a battery on 
which a solitary soldier marched to and fro ; a high watch 
tower, whose diminutive clock indicated the hour ; and a 
little boat, with four men and one oflScer, whose perpetual 
occupation was to row to and fro between the ship and the 
battery, a distance which occupied them an hour either way. 
When the boat arrived at the batteiy the hour struck, the sol- 
dier presented arms, and a savage little band of music rushed 
cut blowing defiance at the ship and the boat, to the tune of 
* Blow, warder, blow' ! The moment the music finished the 
musicians retreated precipitately backwards into the watch 
tower, and the boat, which pulled in a circle, was returning 
by rather a circuitous route to the ship ; the instant it got 
alongside the clock tower struck the hour, but no ruffians 
rushfed out this time, it was the ship's turn to do something 
wonderful ; up flew a red flag with death's head and man’ow- 
bones to the gaff, and six little bullets as big as peas, sup- 
posed to be fired from the pirate’s guns, were shot by some 
skilful mechanism against the battery, which they all hit 
at the same instant, and so disappeared beneath a yawning 
glassy wave." 

“ To BE LET ON LEASE FOR THREE YEARS. — Thc Herrin- 
barry, consisting of thirty pucka built godowns, adjoining to 
4ihe north of the bazar called Tiretta's Bazar, in front of the 
public road leading to Chitpore, and standing on four big- 
.gahs and thirteen cottahs." (1795). 

The following rather equivocal advertisement appears 
fin a Gazette of thc 29th October 1795 “ A gentleman lately 

•arrived in^is settlement, anxious to evince the high sense ho 
^ntertains'^ ^f the public liberality, in the encouragement 
given to his cm Farriery; wishing also to make 

himself perfectly acquainted with all the diseases and inci- 
dents to which horses are subject in this countrj^ begs leave 
to request, that gentlemen* who may have horses affected 
with any kind of disorder whatever will apply to him ; as he 
will fieem himself happy in being enabled to render his 
study in thiS’line of any service to the public in general, and 
to do justice to the noblest of the quadrupeds. A line ad- 
dressed to C. D. L. and left with the Printer, will be imme 
diately forwarded to him." 
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Stolen. — T his day, a metal watch, in a green shagreen 
«se, winds up on the outside, with a metal cap or plate that 
turns round to cover the key hole. On the dial plate it tells 
the day of the month — a gold chain, two gold seals and a 
^old key : the chain has long oval links, each link joining by 
two small rings. One seal, a red cornelian engraving, a 
Newton’s head, the other a white cornelian pump or spring 
«eal, with R. D. in a cypher on one side. If offered for sale, 
43top it, and the parties, and a reward of five gold mohurs 
shall be paid by applying to Captain A. Binny, Theatre 
Street, Calcutta. 22nd December 1795.” 

The magnificence of the buildings of those days, even 
of private individuals and at remote up-country stations, 
may be inferred from the following description of a house, 
lately erected by Mr. Driver, at Berhampore,” and brought 
to the hammer in Calcutta* on the 28th October 1795 : — 
The house is raised three feet from the level of the country, 
and is perfectly dry^; it consists of a very handsome hall, 
eighty hy twenty feet, divided by columns ; four very excel- 
lent bed rooms ; one enclosed and one open verandah, twenty 
feet by eighteen. There is also a complete set of offices, with 
double coach house and stables for six horses.” • 

Doctor Dinwiddie advertises, in 1795, that he will give 
a course of lectures on Natural Philosophy and Chemistry — 
to commence on the 21st of April. The course to consist 
of from 25 to 30 lectures. Subscription ten gold mohurs.” 

Ladies’ Haib Deesser. — Charles Bennett respectfully 
informs the ladies of the settlement who may please to 
honor him with their commands, that he dresses hair in the 
newest taste. No. 12, Mangoe Lane, Cossitollah Street.” 

Vitriolic acid, manufectured in tho neighbourhood of 
Calcutta,” is offered for sale at 2 sicca rupees per lb. (1795.) 

Messrs. Tulloh and Co. advertise for sale on commission, 
— Beautiful black bear skin tippets at Sa. Rs. 80 each ; ditto 
white rabbit ditto at Sa. Rs. 48 ; genuine otto of roses from 
Persia, at the moderate price of sicca rupees twaaty-five per 
sicca weight.’^ 

The Gazette of the 16th July 1795, has the following 
characteristic advertisement of a man who wishes to become 
an Indigo broker : — Much inconvenience having occurred to 
gentlemen of the Company’s ships, and others trading to Eng- 
land in the article of indigo, from the want of a person to act 
the part of a broker in the valuation of the commodity, Mr. 
Joseph Stephens (by the advice of his friends) begs leave to 
make a tender of his services in such capacity; tnistiftg his 
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long expenenco in tliat trade» as a manufacturer in this 
countiy, and thoTjgular informatioa with which he is furnish^ 
ed by his corespondents in England, will render him com- 
petent to such an -undertaking. 

Mr. Joseph Stegph&ns proposes to act as sworn broker 
in the purchase and sale;-a8<also to value the indigos of this 
•country, between the buyer and seller; to assort and repack 
.the same, when necessary on the following terms: — Buying 
tor selling or appraising one per cent i£ the amount does not 
iOxceed 50,000 Ks.; if s^ove that sum om and a half per cent. 
^Sorting and xepacking one .rupee per maiund.’* 

Messrs. (Srd and Knox, tradesmen of Cialcutta, find out 
:Something which they believe wiH be .to their advantage 
wide their advertisement, dated 2nd .September 1795: — 
Madeira Wine. — Ord and Knox having had experience of 
«the great effect which the hot winds in the upper parts of 
tthe county have in ripening and mellowing m^eira with 
less loss. of botii body 411^ flavor, than arises in the usual way 
ifrom ‘long keeping, propose sendii^ toOawnpore twenty-five 
pipes of the first growth London Paitioul^ Wine, to reap 
the benefit of season 1796. By this and the voyage up and 
down, the wine will become riper than by some years keeping 
SB Calcutta. They engage to deliver the wine, on its return 
to ^Calcutta to subscribers only, filled up and free of every 
charge and risk, at sicca rupees 675 per pipe.” 

“ Coast Cloths. — ^For sale, just imported, direct from 
the loom, a few pieces very fine long cloths, from 56 to 110 
sicca rupees per piece. Apply to Mr. Abbott.” 1795. 

The Oovemment prohibit the k»pN*t of saltpetre : — 

, “ Public notice is hereby given that tne Governor General 
in Council has thought proper to determine, that the im- 
portation of saltpetre into the ]»ovinees of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa, shall be prohibited from this date, E. Hay, 
Secretary to the Oovemment : Fort William, May 15, 1795.” 

In the following advertisement we see the birth of the 
** Union Insurance &>mpany,” which existed for many years 
in Calcutta, and perhaps may still exist; — Notice is hereby 
given, that a new insurance office will be established on the 
1st day of June 1795, for the purpose of insurix^ ships, 
merchandiab, or goods, to ell parts of the world, a^mst all 
risks or dmigers of the seas, be, imder the name of the Union 
Insurance Company, Mr. Thorny Gowan to officiate as 
secretary; apd Captain John Canning as Inspector of Ships.” 

Chittagong canvas fresh from the looms,” is advertised 
for Sale in 1795 at the godowns of Mesera Colvins and 
Bazett — Price per single bolt Sa. Bs. 19; per corge Bs. 300, 
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Messrs. Drmg, Clebnd and Co., ^ June 4th 1795, a(f» 
tertise " for sicca rupees and ready money,” the followiM 
wines and liquors, and the prices at which they are offered 
will show what were the prevalent rates of the day on those 
artides : — 


Choice Picked London Particular Madeira 
wine 10 years old, at per pipe ... Bs. 800 

Ditto London Market ditto ... „ 550 

The above wines, in bottle at per doz. „ 25 

Claret, from Brown and Whitford, do. „ 82 

French Claret, Very superior quality, p. doz. „ 25 

Old Hock, from the fint houses, do. „ 36 

Old Bed Fort do. „ 16 

Fine Old Sherry do. „ 14 

Coniac Brandy, first quality, per gallon, „ 3 

Ditto in bottles per doz. ... „ 24 

Old Jamaica Bum, per doz. ... „ 16 

Baspberry and Cherry Brandy, pinta p. doz. 18 
Batafia, in cases of 12 pints, per case „ 20 

Beal Hollands Qin in 15 bottle cases do. „ 20 

Burton Ale, per doz. ... „ 10 

Dorchesteir Beer, do. ... „ 10 

Country bottled Ale, per doz. ... „ 7 

Ditto Porter. do. ... „ 6 

Pale Ale and Small Beer, in butts ... „ 140 

Ditto ditto in hogsheads ... „ 70 

Mild Porter do. 60 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
8 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


The price of glassware in 1795 may be judged from the 
following: — COLOURED Glass — A few pair of transparent 
green and purple ha ng ing lamps, with smoke shades, and 
rich lacquered furniture, may be bad at the following prices, 
at the warehouse of Davidson and Chalmers: — 1st size per 
pair 120 Bupees;^ 2nd size, per pair 100 Bs; 3rd size, per pair 
80 Bs.” 


“ A convenient upper roomed house. No. 5 Court House 
Lane,” is offered for sale, in 1795, and one of its rqgpmmenda- 
tions is, that it is “ free from dust and noise’ — happy tenants 
of such a house, in a lane too, which “ leads to B^a Bazar.” 
The said house had besides " a small garden.” When one 
now views that lane and that neighborhood, ho cannot but 
wonder where such a garden could have existed, for all 
the houses therein seem of about the same age, and all for 
the same kind of structure. 

9 

For the first time we see an advertisement, on the 25th 
June 1795, announcing the sale of an article for which Cal- 
cutta has always been fiimous : — “ Pickled Mangoe Fish Bowe, 
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at four rupees per bottle, to be had of Mr. F. Jacobi. (Jhunani 

** Two very elegant Mehannah Palanqueens,” says the? 
Gazette of the 20bh August 1795, “are just finished by Mr. 
St juart, who has shown great skill in the design and execu- 
tion of them; they are commissioned by the Rajah of Tanjore, 
and from this specimen of European art, we may expect other 
natives of rank will be induced to give similar orders.” A 
spectator at the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi in 1876, saw 
hundreds of instances where the equipages of native princes 
had been constructed entirely by European. coachbuilders; 
and many conveyances were quite according to English style, 
with the crests of their royal masters on the door panels. 

The Honorable F. Fitzroy is in trouble (1795) : — “ Lord 
Southampton having sent several things to him last year,, 
which he has not received, and some guns this season, Mr. F. 
expects that any gentleman having charge of the kind for 
him, will be so good as to send them to his agents.” And 
then, perhaps guessing the cause of such articles not reaching 
their destination, the honorable gentleman adds — “ where (at 
the agents’) Mr. F. will leave directions, for paying any 
deifiands the gentlemen may have for the trouble and care 
oi bringing the things out to India.” 

Who in the present day hears of a gout chair ? That 
uncomfortable ailment exists to as great extent as it did in 
days gone by, but no one ever thinks of having a peculiarly 
constructed chair wherein the patient may recline and obtain 
ease from pain. So thought not our grandfathers, for W. 
Myem advertises in 1795, among other articles of furniture, 
“ two mahogany Merlin’s gout chairs, covered with leather, 
and stuffed with hair, very compleat.” 

Rather a strange “ gift to a woman” — ^vide undernoted 
advertisement : — “ To be let or sold by private sale* — a lower 
roomed house, situated immediately facing Mr. Derozio’s house 
on the Boytaconah Road, consisting of two rooms and a large 
hall, with ^ok room, bottlekonah and other necessary offices. 
There dx^ootick shops belonging to the premises, to be 
sold with the house, which are let to good and constant 
tenants; which shops alone bring in sufficient interest: the 
premises would be a desirable gift to a woman, and a perma- 
nent living. For further particulars enquire on the premises, 
or of Mr. John Athanass, in the Bow Bazar*” 

A gentleman of the name of Soubise advertises, in 1795, 
having opened a “ Repository” for gentlemen’s horses ; the 
said .repository, or iu other words stables, were “ situated 
to the north of, and nearly behind Sherburne’s Bazar, leading 
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from tlie Cossitollah dow%Enuunbarry Lane ; and from the 
Durrumtollah by the lane to the west of Sherburne's Bazar*' 
Was this the original desagnatipn of what became the 
^ Ohandney Chowk bazar?" 

BtriKe OF OoTTB. — Mr. Baillie proposes to publish, in 
1796, by subscription, a set of sbt views of the "principal 
ruins of the ancient city of Qour, formerly the capital of 
Bengal." Subscription 40 sicca rupees for the set 

A humorous advertisement appears in the Gazette, in 
1796, under the signature of a wax and tallow chandler, of 
the name of Shadrach Clark, carrying on business at No. 27^ 
CossitoUah Street This person " thinks it highly necessaiy 
to take notice of and hint to the public, that there are one* 
or two in town who have set up for wax and tallow chandlers,, 
but who have never been regularly brought up to the busi- 
ness, and only got a little insight into it by frequenting his 
house under the cloak of friendship. They sell under hint 
on purpose to get customers, in which they might have 
succeeded by their intrigues with the sircars; but their want 
of a thorough knowledge in the art of manufacturing candles, 
joined to their ignorance of the ingredients necessary 'for 
preserving tallow in this climate, and making them burn 
clear and last long, have brought discredit on the trade, that 
in justice is due only to such pretenders. S. C. will vouch? 
for his candles, even when green, or quite new, to burn six. 
hours; when about a month old, eight houra (which is as long 
as any wax candle will burn); and when about two months, 
old and more, they will bum full ten hours. These are 
tallow mixed with wax, as white as spermaceti candles at 30 
rupees a maund. One great impediment also, he thinks, to 
the universal sale and use of his candles has been the bearers, 
whose business it is in most families to clean and keep in 
order the candlesticks, to light and snuff them, but whose 
caste will not permit them to handle or touch tallow; but if 
the gentry are so far prejudiced in their favor as not to dis- 
oblige them in that respect, why might it not be ^ade tho 
entire business of their khitmutgars?" 

[Advi] " P. Meurisse and N. Larcher most respectfully 
beg leave to acquaint the ladies and gentlemen, and the pub- 
lic in general, who have hitherto been pleased to favor them 
with their commands, that in future, they will kill on Mon- 
days and Saturdays a good fat bullock, and a well fed china 
pork on every second day of the week." (1797) • 

A Panorama of London is advertised to be exhibited in 
Tank square in 1797. Tickets of admission eight rupees. 
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[Advt.] ** Some disa^eabje circumstances too painfol 
to relate, having imposed on Mr. Tiretta the melancholy 
necessity of removing the remains of his beloved wife, the 
late Mrs. Tirette, from the Portuguese burying ground to a 
cometery of his own, near the English buying ground ; he 
begs leave to infoim the public, that all !^maa Oatholick 
Europeans, or their immediate descendants, dying in this 
settlement, and preferring this cemetery, may have their 
remains deposited there, free of all charges^ on application to 
the Beverend Vicar of the Portuguese Church m Calcutta ; 
by which they will not only avoid the sorrowful predicament 
in which he was placed, but en^oy the comfortable assur- 
ance, that their remains ahcdl rest in peace L Calcutta, Marcb 
18, 1798," 

[Advt.] “ P. Merle begs leave to inform his friends and 
the gentlemen of the settlement that during the cold season 
he purposes renewing his annual practice of curing horses 
of all ages at Sa. Es. 100 each. No cure no pay. P. M. 
begs leave to observe, that his mode of operation is univer- 
sally allowed hy all gentlemen who had been witnesses 
thereto, to be the safest and most effectual of any ever prac- 
tised, without risque of life as well as expeditious in its cure,, 
and which it is hoped will give a decided preference in his 
fiivor, to any other in the line, who pretend to undertake 
the operation without possessing the least knowledge, which 
ultimately is productive of fatal consequences, imlependent 
of the loss of tune. In effecting the cure, which, with them,, 
is often three months or more, when by his mode, seldom 
exceeds a fortn^t.” 

[Advt.] An Ensigncy to b© sold for sixty poimds 
sterling less than the King's regulated price, in an old 
regiment, which has been only two years and a half in India. 
Enquire of Messra. Gardiner, Moscrop'and Alexander. July 
18, 1799." From the above it would appear, an anticipated 
long residence in India was considered by tlie military as a 
desideratum. 

An advertisement appears, on the I4th November 1799, 
of “ Wild beasts for sale at Mr. W. Smith's, No. 230, Lall 
Bazar, opposite Mr. H. Swinhoe’s, the Attorney — A royal 
tiger, and a dog, his familiar and constant companioa Two 
royal tiger cubs, male and female, four months old, in the 
^ same cage. A beautiful leopard, about five months old, 

* N. B. Afty person viewing them for curiosity sake only, will 
not be offended if half a rupee should be expected by the 
blabk keeper*'* 
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Messrs/ TuUoh aad'Oo.i auctioneers, who had aoy^ beeh 
established in Calcutto for about three years, advertised lAe 
sale for the 18th April 1799, of the Diimuntollah Bazar, or, 
as it was then termed—^" Bazar at. Chouringee.” The ground 
on which' the bazar then stood measured about nine beegahs, 
on which th^ were 207 pucka built rooms or shops, 143 
arched ditto, and 36 largo cutcha godowns, yielding a gross 
monthly rent of Sa. Be. 1043. Tne bazar was “ bounded bv 
GenenJ Stibbert’s house on the east, by the Durrumtollah 
road to the north, by the Chouringee roM to the west, and 
by the Jaun Bazar to the south.” 

It may be interesting to know what were the rates for 
hire of conveyances and cattle in the year 1800, an adver- 
tisement of Mr. Dexter, a stablekeeper in Calcutta, gives us 
this information : — 

Per day. Per months 

A'coach and four Rs. 24 SOO 

A post chaise and pair ... „ 16 200 

A pair of horses 10 130 

Biiggy and horse „ 6 100 

These rates were low, in comparison with what they jwrere 
forty years afterwards. 

By a notice in the papers we learn that the Calcutta 
Circulating Library was necessitate<l to^close its doors to the 
public on the 30th September 1800. 

We observe that Livery Stables were started in 1801 
by one Malachi Lyons, in a lane leading from the Wellington 
square ; these stables continued to bear Mr. Lyons' name 
for full forty years, though they passed into other hands. 

The name of the firm of Raitt, Inglis and Company* 
appears in the Gazettes of 1800 and some previous years, as 
having an extensive Chunam business” at Sylhet. This 
firm continued such business for many years, changing the 
designation of the firm occasionally as partners retired with 
“ money in both pockets,” and Inglis was the last of the old 
partnership. He too made a handsome fortune ^ut of the 
lime and orange h^riness ; we believe the old business is still 
continued at Sylhet. 

There appear to have been greater distinctions in the 
malt liquors then imported from England, than there are at 
the present day. In an advertisement of Messrs. Davidson 
and Wilson on the 24th September 1801, we have the fol- 
lowing kinds of beer named : — 1, pale ale ; 2,* strong ale ; 
3, small beer ; 4, brilliant beer ; 5, strong porter ; 6, ^ light 
porter ; 7, brown stout.” 
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Bengal rum is advertised fbr sale at the Howrah Dis^ 
tillery, from ontios to per gallon. Either 

the manufacture cost much less than it does now^ or the stuff 
must have been worse than country liquor. 

[Advt,] ** Elopement.— -^Notice is hereby given to the 
public, that mV wife name Harrapseemee Sherrin, daughter 
of Johanies Mullukset» Armenian, of Chinsurah, have eloped 
from my house, at Serampgre^ on the 4th of December last,» 
1800, without any iust cause or reason ; therefore this is to 
caution that I shall not be responsible for any debt or debts 
she may contract from whomsoever. (Sd.] Bhereif Abba^ 
HAM, Greek. Seiampore, February 9, 1801.’* 

In a communication addressed by Dr. John Fleming, 
first member of the Medical Board, to the Marquis Welles- 
ley, Governor General, in 1802, we are informed that Cal- 
cutta was placed in possession of the benefits bestowed on 
mankind by Dr. Jenner’s celebrated discovery of small pox 
inoculation. A superintendent was appointed to further 
the benefits of Doctor Jenner’s discovery throughout the 
provinces ; and opportunities taken to instruct the Hindoo 
and^Mahomedan physicians in the proper mode of performing* 
the operation. 

[Advt.] For Sale — a second hand post chaise, with a 
perch ; to save trouble ; price 450 sicca rupees. A handsome 
chair palankeen, very little used, d tto 220.” * 

Messrs. Gammidge amd Saunders set up a tavern and a 
farm at Fultah on the 2nd Au^st 1802. And there was in 
1803, a hotel at Fultah called Oarmage’s Hotel, a building 
said to be by no means disgraceful to the most improved 
^ style of modem architecture. A number of captains and 
travellers of consequence land hero, taking their departure 
overland to their various destinations in India.” 

“ A European want an employ in the indigo 
business. tJnderstand all the professor of the manufactory 
Apply to Mr. John Morris, Mango Lane, Calcutta. 1803.” 

A mos^extensive collection of natural curiosities, chiefly 
consisting of rare insects, collected by the late Baron Von 
Doldorff, a captain in His Danish Majesty’s Service, is ad- 
vertised foa sale on the 5th January 1805. This collection 
was the result of upwards of sixteen years* labor, not only 
in Bengal, the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel, but also 
of the Malay peninsula of Sumatra, and most of the other 
islands to thb eastward. 

4anong other articles advertised for sale at auction by Mr. 
Duncan " is a large Newfoundland dog, cost dgkt hundred 
rupees.” 
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An advertisement iqppe^ from jrontleman in seareh 
of employment” ; — If any single or famuy gentleman wi^es 
to have a clerks who understands sever^ accounts, writes 
and reads Ei^lish, French, Portuguese, and can translate. 
He likewise r^s Latin, and imeaks good Moor and Ben|^ 
languages ; he is willing to oe empiOTed in the settlement, 
or go lip the counttv or to either the Malabar and Coroman* 
del coasts, if a suitaole salary be allowed him/’ 

[Advt.] ^'Malver, hair dresser from Europe, proposes 
himself to the ladies of the settlement to dress hair daily, 
at two gold mohurs per month, in the latest fashion, with 
gauze, flowers, &c. He will also instruct the slaves at a 
moderate price. Please to enquire at Mr. Bernard’s, behind 
the Harmonic Tavern.” 

Bussapuglah seems to have been rather a fashionable 
part of the City of Palaces in the earlier days. A mansion, 
known by the name of Frescatt% was advertised for sale on 
the 1st October 1803. This house was situated in the 
pleasantest part of Bussapuglah, about two miles from Chow* 
ringhee, on a covetable and selected spot.” An elegant 
octagon on a lofty mount, constitutes a part of the*great 
acquisitions annexed to the estate : it commands in the fore* 
ground a beautiful and extensive view of the country seat 
of G. Dowdeswell, Esq, and other adjacent gardens, and in 
the prospective the most luxuriant and picturesque scenery.” 

[Advt.] “ John Bequiem, an ancient French Captain of 
a ship, being lately Professor of Hydrography at the Isle of 
France, passed to this town by the Prevost de Langristain, 
Captain Muteme, where he is settled with his family, informs 
the public that he and his son will teach youth to read, write*il 
and speak the English and French languages by the best 
principles; likewise the arithmetical, geometrical and astrono- 
mical sciences, relating to the art of navigation, or the leading 
of a ship through the known world. Those who may please 
to trust the instruction of their children to their charge, may 
expect every satistaction. Direct to them at Ifb. 143, near 
China Bazar. They will give undoubted proofs of their 
abilities, probity, and behaviour, by papers delivered unto 
them from the nest authorities of their nation* They have 
an instrument, newly discovered by a French gentleman, 
where any one may observe the longitude at sea without any 
calcule. If there are any curious people who desire to see 
the said instrument, they may call at their house, where they 
will, with the utmost pleasure, show and explain to them the 
method to make use of it.” * 
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Lent or lost some years since I” Sa mns the heading 
of^an adprtisement— The j&rst volume of Pope's woriS 
publish^ by Millar^ in octavo^ in 1760. The owner's name 
is pasted on the inside of the oover^ and the crest is a dove 
with extended wings; If the book is in die possession of 
any gentleman, it is requested that he will be good enough 
to return it; and should it Be with any person to whom a 
reward will be Iftjceptabie, a proper compliment will be made 
on mving or sejoiding it to the printer, as a valuable edition is 
rendered useless from the want of it." 

[AdvtJ "Staya — Ladies' stays, for the Warm season, 
made by Stephen Quick, Na 161, Oossitollah. They- are 
^perfectly cool, being both outside and lining of fine" Irish 
linen, and upon so easy a construction that a servant may 
with ease shift the bones from one pair to another in a few 
minutes, so that a lady, having three or four pairs, may shift 
her stays as often as her linen. N. R Price one gold mohur 
each pair.” 

“ An European” advertises as wanting employ — a perfect 
jack of all trades: — Wants Employ. — ^An European, upwards 
of tw^enty years in India, in the capacity of steward and hair 
dresser, who understands watchmalcii^, can tune pianofortes. 
A line directed to Mr. J. Diehle, at Calcapore, will be duly 
attended to.” , 

[Advt,] '*John Lewis, Exchange Coffee House, respect* 
fully informs the gentlemen cf the Calcutta Militia, that 
public breakfiist will be provided every parade morniiig in 
the Exchange Hall, at one rupee eight annas a head — Ready 
money.” 

• Mr. Pyefinoh, Farmer of Tolley's Nullah, proposes 

supply families with firewood and charcoal at 12 sicca 
rupees per lOO maunds of the former, and twelve baskets 
per sicca rupee of the latter and deliver them at the door.” 

William Doughty (1807) begs leave to inform his 
friends and the gentlemen arriving at this settlement, that 
he has take iPthat well situated, and most extensive house 
belonging to the ’ estate of General Martine, opposite to the 
College, and the south west comer of Tank square, where 
he has ^spn^od no expense in fitting it up for the reception 
of families and gentlemen arriving from Europe, the upper 
stations, &c. W. D. begs leave to observe that his house in 
future will be conducted under the title of the Crown and 
Anchor Hotei and British Chop House.” 

Messi's. Stewart &; Co,j advertise as “ Wanted for hire, — 
a clever bqat, upon the new principle, for the particular 
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purp<K|e of cros-ung the great river, from Chandpaul GFhaut 
to SeeS^re. March 18, 1807.“ 

An appeal was put finward for the reli^ of the sufferSrs 
from the famine m the Madras Presidency, in January 1807, 
when the “ metthant princes of India,” as the Calcutta firms 
were then styled, subscribed most liberally ; one thousand 
rupees was put down by each, besides what individual part- 
ners of the firms gave. Those were days when money was 
made easily, and spent liberally. 

“ Essence for the Hookah!” such is the attl^tive heading 
of an advertisement put forth by Mr. H. Me^y in the 
Qazette of the 3rd March 1808. He respectfully begs leave 
to acquaint the ladies and gentlemen of the settlement that 
are paurtial to the hookah, that he has prepared some eWience, 
whose fragrant odour and fine flavor will add considerable 
sest to this luxiuy.” The natives had for ages used fragrant 
essences with the tobacco that they smoked in their hookahs, 
Mr. McEay's must have been something of the same kind. 

" Belvidere House” is advertised by TuUoh and Co., as 
for sale by auction on the 18th May 1809 The house is 
described as a “ superb mansion, lately occupied by the Qom- 
mander-in-Chief at the monthly rent of sicca rupees 460." 
The size of the mansion is given — it consisted of two halls, 
one measuring 46 by 29^ feet, and the other 30| by 29J^ 
feet ; a bed room 30^ by 29^ feet ; a middle room 1V| by 17 
feet ; another room 17 by 17 feet ; a card or drawing room 
36 by 23 feet ; also an elegant marble cold bath and a hot 
bath. The above suits of apartments were on the west side 
of the house ; exagtly similar suits of rooms were on the 
east side of the house. Colonnaded verandahs were on the 
north and south sides. There was a superb park of seventy-* 
two beegahs of ground in extent which surrounded the 
mansion. This house originally belonged to Colonel Tolley, 
and was sold on account of his estate in 1802. 

A sheriffs sale is announced for the 24th of March, of 
" the remainder of a tentr of a certain leaswfrom Anna 
Maria Tolley to John Hooper Wilkinson of a certain creek 
or nullah, commonly called or known by the name of Tol- 
ley’s nullah or canal.” 

Mr. Maillerdet informs the public that “ the automaton^ 
so justly admired in Europe, are now exhibited from the 
hours of 11 to 4 on Mondays, Wednesd^s and Fridays, at a 
house on the left hand side of Mr. John Halmah's Gully. 
Admission 4 rupees.” 
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Bottles seem to have been rather scarce in Calcutta in 
1807, for Messrs. Tulloh and Co. advertise that they ^ill pay 
fi'9e sicca rupees per dozen for empty English bottles, and 
four for French ones. 

“ Fresh Oysters" are advertised for sale " at John Moi™', 
CossitoUah Street, three rupees per dozen. July 1808." 

Xn a newspaper of Ist September 1808, we find an 
announcement of " Alexander Watts, boot, shoe and harness 
maker,” having set up at No. S3, CossitoUah. This firm still 
exists. 

Messrs. Burgh and Nosky dissolve partnership and Mr. 
E. Nosky carries on the business of chemist and druggist at 
No. 186, Lai Bazar, from the 31st May 1809. 

Mr. William Hollinm advertises— “A. Damson’s claret 
at per dozen Sa. Bs. 60; Do. port wine Sa. Ba 25; Do. cham- 
pagne stiU Sa. Bs. 90; Do. do sparkling Sa. Bs. 110." 

All private’ sales of the Company’s Europe imports 
were ordered to be discontinued from the 13th June 1810. 

Messrs. TuUoh and Co. advertise “ Old Hock, of superior 
quality, from Divie, Bobertson and Harper, at 80 sicca rupees 
per dozen; ^e cyder, in boxes of one dozen each, packed in 
earth, at 24 sicca rupees per dozen.” 

F. Lindeman and Co. set up as undertakers and cabinet 
makers in the early part of 1808, and their firm, though in 
younger hands of the family, stiU exists in Calcutta. The 
founder of the business diea at an advanced age in Calcutta. 

As an illustration of the despotic rule of the Company, 
the following advertisement wm show : — ” In consequence 
tof the disapprobation expressed by the Honorable the 
Court of Directors, to the establishment of the Canton In- 
surance Company, the committee for the society have direct- 
ed us to notify to the pubUc, its aboUtion from the Slst 
August last. Trail, Palmer and Co. AgerUe, Calcutta. 28th 
September 1808.” 

On thv 3rd November 1808, R Hamilton advertises 
that " he has fitted up the house No. 6, Tank ^uare, comer 
of Council House Street, for carrying on the various branches 
of his businfss, as Jewellers, &c.” This is another of the 
old firn» wliich have been able to continue flourishing up to 
the present date. 

Bobertson’s da^et seems to have commanded higher 
prices in th&‘Calcutta market than their port. The claret 
9 advertised at thirty-eight sicca ropees per dozen, while 
port r^as priced at sixteen only. 
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Messrs. Tulloh and Co. advertise for sale a MantOn^S 
double barrelled fowling piece, price Sa. Bs. 650 ! (1812.) • 

Soda water seems to have been introduced into Calcutta 
in 1812. U}> to that period it would appear that soda 
powders were in general use, Tulloh and Co., in an advertise- 
ment in the Oazette of the 19th March 1812, state that 
they have received for sale a small quantity of this pleasant 
drink and valuable remedy for indigestion, which they beg 
leave to assure their customers, is as highly charged with fixed 
air as that manufactured in London is, when recently made.*’ 
" It may not be unnecessary,” they continue, " to inform the 
public, that sodawater is prepared by super-saturating a 
solution of soda with carbonic acid gas, and that its place 
cannot be at all supplied by what is sold as soda powdersi 
which are merely a mixture of salts that effervesce on being 
dissolved. Every one acquainted with the principles of 
chemistry knows, that it is impossible to reduce to a solid 
form a salt, which only exists in solution under a great pres- 
sure.” This strange caution is added to the advertisement: 
— Care must be taken to keep the bottles on their sides — if 
this is not attended to, the fixed air will escape in a few 
days.” And for this valuable water the sum of fourteen 
rupees per dozen was charged; and two rupees only allowed 
for the returned bottles. Well may the community of the 
present day congratulate theihselves that this beverage, so 
necessary on the plains, can be obtained at the low rate that 
now rules. 

Tulloh and Co. advertise in 1812 — Madeira wine London 

Particular, 16 years old Rs, 1600 per pipe or 40 Rs. a dozen. 

Do. 10 do. Rs. 1000 do. or 32 do. 

7 do. Rs, 800 do. or 28 do. 

American salmon as an article of commerce, seems to 
have been first imported into Calcutta in September 1815. 
Mr. Sheppard of No. 87, Bow Bazar, advertises the fish for 
sale at ten rupees for a whole or five for a half fish, and twenty- 
five rupees for a keg. ^ • 

Hodgson’s Pale Ale and Porter are advertised, in 1816, 
at 12 rupees a dozen quarts and 8 rupees for pints. 

Messrs. Gould and Campbell advertised in ITun^ 1812 
the sale of “ such bills and vouchers given to the late firm of 
Briant and Company, by gentlemen, civil and military, &c. 
as may not, up to the time of sale, be taken uftby the re- 
spective parties, who are hereby solicited to adjust these 
demands against them.” • 

** Real Manilla segars, or cheroots,” are advertised (in 
1822) as a “ sovereign remedy agaiftst fevers and damps, ”(!) 
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by a firm at No. 201, Old China Bazar, near the Armenian 
Church, at one rupee per bundle. 

“ Fresh Pine Cheese, per Henry PorcheVf just landed, 
may be had at Messrs. Gould and Campbeirs at Rs. 3-8 
per lb.” Such is the announcement by these auctioneers on 
the 23rd March 1820. We give it, to show the extravagant^ 
price commanded by this description of cheese in the market/ 
and also to allude to an anecdote related to us by a very 
old resident — a gentleman who showed us a veritable 
hobby horse, standing in a side room, which he used to ride 
in 1807 on the Circular Road, previous to the interdict of 
such vehicles by the Government. There happened to be a 
famine of pine cheeses in Calcutta, not one was to be found 
in any store. A gouty old man was pining for his favorite 
cheese ; he sent out his personal domestic, who administered 
to his mind and his leg, in search of a pine cheese. The do- 
mestic went to every miscellaneous store — no cheese of this 
description could be got, and cheeses of any other kind were 
not wanted. The domestic returned in despair to his master 
with a statement of the failure of his mission. A missile at 
his head was the reward from his exasperated master. He 
waS" sent out again, told to visit eveiy store, and even every 
ship in harbor. This time in some neglected and forgotten 
cupboard or corner of Messrs. Tulloh and Go’s., a solitary 
pine cheese was discovered and carried home in triumph to 
his master, who rewarded his domestic with rapturous ap- 
plause. With the precious treasure clutched in both hands 
the gouty old gentleman was carried to his bed room, there 
to revel in the feel and the taste of the celebrated pine 
cheese. How highly must that description of cheese have 
^ been valued then ; in the present day it is considered a 
j-arity but in a different sense, for the Uloster, Berkely and 
Cheddar have monopolised the maiket and driven the Pine 
entirely into neglect. 

Some of the ruling prices of articles may be here quoted. 
In lvS2l, Red sparkling champaigqe sold at 45 Rs. a dozen; 
White do Wt 40; Still do at 85; Sauterne at 18; Port wine 
at 25; Gin at 15; Hodgson's Pale Ale at 11; Brandy at Id; 
Cheese at 3 Rs. a ft.; Hams at 2; Tart fruits at 3 Rs. a 
bottle Oysters pickled at 8 a bottle; Mustard at 4; Pickles 
at 80 Rs. a case; Sauces at 2 Rs. a bottle; Spirits of wine at 
4 Rs. a quart; Tea at Rs. 150 a chest; Sugar candy at 22 Rs 
a tub: best wax candles at 80 Rs. a maund. 

The Honorable Company become wine merchants: — 
** Import Warehouse, 1st November 1821 — The Board of 
Trade have, with the sanction of Government, been pleased 
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to nominate the following officers to be agents for the sale 
of the Honorable Company’s wines at the undermentioned 
stations: Lieutenant Colonel C. Brown, at Futtyghur; Cap- 
tain T. Lamb, Berhampore; Doctor D. Turnbull, Mirzapore; 
and Doctor J. Browne, Bareilly." 

We see among the advertisements in the Government 
Gazette for 1829, one of Gliinmrah segars. That station 
was long celebrated tor the manufacture of segars. 

An exhibition appeared for the first time in Calcutta 
(182't) of the Theatre Mecanique. This ingenious display 
of picturesque scenery with moving figures was highly ap- 
preciated by the public. The price of tickets was 8 Rs. 
each for first seats, and 4 for second seats. A similar ex- 
^ hibition took place in Calcutta in 1834, but it was not 
sufficiently patronized by the public. 

Notwithstanding that living in Calcutta was considered 
high in earlier times, our neighbors the French at Chander- 
uagore had obtained some talisman to enable them not only 
to live cheaply themselves, but to feed others domiciled with 
them at a more moderate figure than could be done in 
Calcutta. A party advertises in the Qoveminevt Gazette of 
the Sth September 1810, that he will board and mess a 
single gentloniau or single lady (exclusive of wines or liquors) 
f )r .3.5 rupees a month ; a married gentleman or a married 
lady, 45 rujices a month. Why the dillbroiice ? Are mar- 
ric l pei)[)le more exacting in their demands — rather the 
contrary, we should think. 

In the Govermnent Gazette of the 27th March 182.3, 
we find in glaringly large letters ap advertisement to the 
follosviug effect : — " Mermiid, and Sea Mon ate re If end — 
Just brought round on the ship Inditni Oak, the first that 
have ever been seen in India, The.so natural curiosities 
wore found on the beach at Olraga, by some fishermen and 
brought to the Emperor’s Court at Jeddo, the cajtital of 
Japan, and there purchased by the Dutch suporcajgo of the 
annual ship from Batavia, from whom the pre.sent proprietor 
obtained them ; the greatest c.are has been taken of them, 
and the Mermaid in particular is in the most perfect state, 
and well worthy the notice of the public. • • • • * 

Terms of admission for each person — Sa. Rs. six ca-;h.” 



aHAPTER XII. 


COMMERCIAL. 


The earlier voyages of the East India Company are 
distinguished as the “ separate voyages” and the "joint stock 
voya^s.” Stimulated by the discoveries of the Spaniards and 
the Portuguese, the English began as early as the reign of 
Henry VII, to endeavour to participate in the trade of India. 
They first attempted to reach India by the North-west and 
North-east passages. They took this roundabout way to 
the East in order to avoid the Portuguese. But on the Dutch, 
in 1696, boldly sending out their four ships under Houtman 
to the East direct by the Cape of Good Hope, the fuel of 
jealousy was added 4o the commercial ardour of the English 
to ‘Secure their share in the wealth of " Ormuz and of Ind,” 
and the London East India Company was at once projected. 
In the first flame of avaricious rivalry the list of subscribers 
to the adventure was readily filled up, but the calls of the 
committee for payment of the instalments were imperfectly 
obeyed, and the Company, therefore, to avoid all risk to 
themselves, instead of trading to India in their earlier voy- 
ages, on the terms of a joint stock, arranged that the 
subscribers should individually bear the expense of each 
L voyage, and reap the whole profits. It was thus that the 
first so called " separate voyages” were undertaken. These 
w.^re all highly prosperous, the clear profits hardly ever being 
below 100 per cent., and in general reaching 200 per cent, on 
each voyage. 

When the Portuguese at last rounding the Cape of 
Good Hope,%urst into the Indian Ocean like a pack of hungry 
wolves on a sheep-walk, they found a peaceful and prosper- 
ous commerce being carried on along all its shores, which 
had been elaborated during three thousand years by the 
Phoonicians and Arabs. The great store cities of thia trade 
were then at Calicut, Ormuz, Aden, and Malacca. Here 
were collected the cloves, nutmegs, mace, and ebony of the 
Moluccas, fhe sandal-wood of Timor, the costly camphor 
of Borneo, the benzoin of Sumatra and Java, the aloes 
of Cochin China, the perfumes, gums, spices, silks, and in- 
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numerable curiosities of China, Japan, and Sioni, the rubiea 
of Pe^, the fine fabrics of Coromandel, the richer stuffs of 
Bengiu, the spikenard of Nepaul and Bhutan, the diamonds 
of Oolconda, the Damascus steel ofNirmul, the pearls, sap- 
phires, topazes and cinnamon of Ceylon, the pepper, ginger, 
and aatinrwood of Malabar, the lac, agates, and sumptuous 
brocades and jewellery of Cambay, the costos and graven 
vessels, wrought arms, and broidered shawls of Cashmere, 
the bdellium of Scinde, the musk of Tibet, the galbanum of 
Khorassan, the assafcetida of Afghanistan and the ambergris, 
civet and ivory exported from Zanzibar. 

The old records of the India house throw much curious 
light on the articles of trade and early commercial dealings 
of the Company. We come across the mention of ** cambo- 
gium” (gamboge), " ambergreece,” “assafcetida,” “aggats,” 
and other products, many of which were previously unknown 
in the markets of those days. In 1608 we find it recorded that 
an order was sent for the importation for the use of the 
Company of one hundred pounds weight of the best “ tey” 
procurable, and in a volume of 1671 “ thea” is mentioned 
among goods remaining on hand, from which it may be in- 
ferred that the new drink had not at that time made nfuch 
way. 

In the Oentlemxin*s Magazine for 1784 the following 
notice occurs of the Indian trade : — There is no branch of 
European commerce, that has made so rapid a progress as 
that to the East Indies. The whole number of ships sent 
to Asia by all the maritime powers of Europe, at the begin- 
ning of the present century did not amount to fifty sail, of 
which England sent fourteen, France five, Holland eleven, 
the Venetians and Genoese together nine, Spain three, and * 
all the rest of Europe only six ; neither the Russians nor 
Imperialists at that period sent any. In the year 1744 the 
English increased the number of their ships to twenty-seven; 
the Venetians and Genoese sent only four, and the rest of 
Europe about nine. At this period three hundred sail of 
European ships belonging to the several powers are employed 
in the East India traffic, of which England alone sends 
sixty-eight, being the whole of th^ East India Company’s 
shipping. The French last year employed ninet the# Portu- 
guese eighteen, the Russians and Spaniards make up the 
remainder. But neither the Venetians nor Genoese now 
send a single ship to India.” 

The price of rice was in 1752, “ for goo3 November 
bund rice, 35 seers per rupee, ordinary rice one maund and 
ten seers par ditto;” and this was considered for coolies 
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wages were raised to '' two pua twelve gimdas of couried 
pc;: clay, on account of the scarcity aud dearness of rice and 
other provisions/* 

Mr. Barnet, at Benares, advertises (24th March 1785,) 
to “ grant bills on London, with a collateral security in rough 
diamonds, at 2s. 3cZ. the cuneut rupee.** 

An extract from a report from the Roy Royan, on the 
subject of Hindoo and Musulman holidays for the Bengal 
year 1194, is published officially in the Calcutta Gazette of 
the 3rd May 1787, from which we learn that the number of 
Hindoo holidays and festivals on which the attendance 
of the officersf must be necessarily dispensed with** were 
twenty-nine days; and “the holidays on which it will be 
necessary that those who keep them should obtain leave of 
absence,^* were in number thirty days, making a total of 
compulsory Hindoo holidays, fifty-nine days. The “ Musul- 
nian holidays on which the officers of this persuasion must 
have leave of absence,** numbered thirteen days. Thus the 
total number of holidays observed at the Government offices 
was seventy-two days in the year. 

^Mr. Lyon Prager is permitted to “ proceed to Benares, 
and reside there for the purpose of trading in pearls, dia- 
monds, diamond boart, and other precious stones, in order 
to afford to individuals means of remitting their property 
to Europe, and to secure to the Company their accustomed 
duties.** In an order dated Fort William, 4th October 
1780, Mr. Prager is thus allowed the monopoly of such trade. 

The nett revenue expected to be realized by Govern- 
ment on salt* for the year 1789 was computed at seventy 
Vikhs of rupees. The tax on salt in England produced on an 
average £200,000, or about a fourth of the amount realized 
in this country. 

On the 22nd January 1789, the editor of the Calcutta 
Gazette states his regret that “ the price of grain in Calcutta 
is getting higji again ;*’ and give.s us the prevailing prices, 
wliich our readers wouhl be glad were ruling again in In- 
(lia : — “ Rice is now selling/* says he, “ at the following 
j'rices : Moorshedaluid rice 27 seers per rupee ; Patna ditto 
1*7 : Dirfacrepoor ditto 28 ; Hooghly and Hijlee, 1st sort 20, 
and 2nd sort 25 ; Beerbhoom and Burdwan 2nd sort 22 seers 
}'er rupee.** 

The In^port Warehouse keeper advertises the sale of 
“ fine cinnamon, the produce of the Island of Ceylon, of 
prime* quality, and in high preservation, at the rate of five 
sicca rupees per seer.** 
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A representatioi? having been laid before the Governor 
General in Council, by the opium contractors, on the subject 
of the preservation of their privileges, notice was given, in an 
order dated 19th February 1790, that ** all British subjects, 
who shall be detected in acting contrary to the regulations 
of Government, limiting the provision and manufacture of 
opium to the public contractors, shall upon proof of the 
offence, forfeit tne Hon’ble Company’s protection, and be sent 
to Europe. Any native guilty of the same offence shall, upon 
proof being established in any of the Courts of Dewanny 
Adawlut, be subject to a fine of three hundred and seventy- 
five sicca rupees per maund, for every maund o:^ opium which 
he may be convicted of having illegally provided; one half 
of the above fine to be paid to the informer, and the other 
half to Government” 

The following is an extract from the proceedings of the 
Governor General in Council, in the Revenue Department, 
uu lor date the 8th October 1790, declaring trade at Sylhet 
open to all Europeans and natives under certain restrictions: — 

Agreed and ordered, that all British-born subjects, 
Armenians and Greeks, as well those now at Sylhet as those 
desirous to proceed there for the purposes of trade, who shall 
produce to the Collector of the district a license or certificate 
from the Secretary to the Government, showing that they 
hav(5 permission to reside in that country, shall receive a 
purvvau ih from the collector to the thanadars of the places 
and purgunnahs there and near to the place where limestones 
are Jr.uvn or other articles of merchandize, such as wax, 
ivt)ry, and iron, or other manufactures of the countiry are 
procured, (excepting places northwest of the Surmali rivor, 
for to such places no persons, whether British-born subject 
Armenian, or Greek, shall on any account be allowed to resort ) 
directing that the party shall suffer no let or liiudrarice in 
carrjpn j on his traffic whilst he conducts himself in an orderly 
manner and attends duly to the directions hereinafter mention- 
ed concerning the trade of the natives. ♦ * # 

** Agreed and ordered, that the trade of Sylhet, whether 
in chunain or other articles, be declared entirely free to all 
the. natives, or, in other words to all persons generally known 
under that denomination, under the following regulations: — 

« Jst . — That they shall not supply the Cossyahs or other 
hill people with arms, ammunition, or other articl^p of mili- 
tary store under a penalty to be fixed by the collector. 

— That such prohibited articles shall not pass* the 
oliekeys, where all boats will be searched, and contraband 
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goo(}3, if found, seized, boat shall be detained longer 
than is absolutely necessary for this purpose. 

“ Srd . — ^That no burkundazes, sepoys or other armed 
people belonging to individuals, shall m allowed on any 
pretence to pass to Laour and places northwest of the Sunnah, 
nor to any place in the Company’s country under the collec- 
tor of Sylhet, unless it shall appear to the collector that the 
same are indispensably necessary for the personal defence or 
the safety of the property of the merchant or person who 
employs them.” 

In an advertisement dated the 6th July 1791, we find 
that a number of “ Company’s Certificates,” or in other words 
Promissory Notes, to the value of Rs. 99,000, had been " pur- 
loined” from the General Bank of India 

The Ganges Assurance Company was established in 
March 1791, with the sanction of Government, “ for the bene- 
fit of the inland trade” with acting managers, Francis Law- 
rence and Benjamin D’Aguilar. 

It may be interesting to know what was the value of the 
various kinds of rupee in circulation in 1792: — 


Ficcan o! Moorshedabud. Intrinsic value. 


Patna and Dacca per 100 Sa. Rs. 

100 

0 

0 

Pholey Sonats 

100 

0 

0 

D ilhy Mahomet Shai 

99 

8 

0 

Money Surat Large 

99 

8 

0 

Benares Sicca 

99 

8 

0 

Bessim Arcot 

97 

14 

6 

Sonats, Sabic and Duckie 

97 

8 

0 

Forshee Arcots 

97 

6 

6 

French Arcots 

97 

0 

0 

Patenea Arcots 

96 

9 

6 

Aurungzabee Arcots 

96 

9 

6 

Oursaul 

96 

9 

6 

Madras Arcots, new 

96 

4 

9 

Masul^atam and Shardar Arcots. . . 

96 

0 

0 

Patna Sonats, old 

96 

0 

0 

Benares Rupees, old 

95 

14 

6 

Madras Arcots, old 

95 

14 

6 

F^rraekabad Rupees 

96 

12 

9 

Jehanjee Arcots 

95 

11 

3 

Chaunta Arcots 

95 

11 

3 

Calcutta and Moorshcdabad Arcots 

95 

6 

6 

Old Arcots 

95 

3 

3 

Putch Arcots 

95 

0 

0 

Surat Arcots 

94 

0 

0 
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In the S:ilem country, ceded to the English by treaty 
with Tippoo Sultaui there were at the close of the year 1792| 
upwards of 800 looms being worked for the East 
Company, and it was estimated that the following year’s out* 
turn from these looms would be from 600 to 1000 bales of 
cloth for the European market. 

On the? 24?th October 1792, an order was issued calling in 
all the country coin, and stating that in future after the 
10th April 1794, only the sicca rupee would be received at the 
public treasuries, or issued therefrom, on any account whatso- 
ever. And Government, with a view to enable individuals 
to get their coin or bullion converted into sicca rupees with- 
out delay, had established mints at Patna, Moorshodabad^. 
and Dacca, in addition to the mint at Calcutta. 

Judging from the constant alteration in the names 
of firms and the occupants of business houses, and also 
from the notices of the sales of houses, ships and estates, 
one would imagine that the mortality in Calcutta 
must have been very great, or the return home of individual 
tradesmen after a short sojourn in India very frequent. 
During the year 1792 these changes were very observaMe,. 
only a few of the advertisers at the commencement * of 
the year being found in the advertising columns when the* 
year was drawing to its close; while new names occupie<t 
their places and sought the patronage of the public. Many 
of these no doubt passed away from their earthly labors, 
and many failed in their expectations, but the bulk of specula- 
tors probably made their fortunes within a short time and 
left India with their wealth to live the remainder of their 
days in affluence in the land of their birth. 

At that time (1792) it would appear that the Board of 
Trade did a large business for the Honorable Company itl' 
indigo. An advertisement appears inviting contracts. This 
would seem to have been more a commission business. Th6 
contractors were obliged to send a quantity of indigo as 
previously agreed upon for sale by the Company's Agent in 
England, The indigo was laden on the Company s ships at 
the Company’s risk, and sold at their sales in England at the 
risk of the contractors. From the proceeds of the sales were 
defrayed in the first instance the charge for freight, and for 
each lot producing less than 4a. per lb., the Company’s home 
duty of per cent, and 2 per cent, for warehouse room; — 
whatever surplus there might be after all these charges were 
met, was paid to the contractors at the rate of twb ahilU'O^s 
and ihre^nce halfi^ny per current rupee; the ruped ilB&k 
being of sicca standaral * 
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Advertisements appear (1792) for remittances to Eng* 
l{ind, — ^the rates being 2a. Id at six months’ sight; 2a. at 
three months, and la. lid at ten days sight. 

Where are the long famed Cvina wax candles, which 
used to illumine the tables of our ancestors in Calcutta in 
1792? They \ised to cost fifty -five sicca rupees a maund! 

The General Bank of India went into liquidation in the 
early part of 1792, and on the 2nd May the building, wherein 
the bank had carried on business, was sold by auction. 

The following regulations, relative to passage money 
charged to ofl&cers going from port to port,, were published on 
the 29th March 1793:— 

K. £. Monsoon S. £. Monsoon 

Oct. to Keby. March to Sept. 

To Madras ... Sa Rs. 100 ... 152 

Prince of Wales’ Island „ 100 ... 125 

Fort Marlborough „ 150 ... 180 

Bombay ... „ 200 ...250 

China ... ,,250 ...300 

Ceylon ... „ 150 ...175 

« In an advertisement of a sale by auction at Chinsurah 
on the 5th December 1793, we find the following among the 
merchandise then to be brought to the hammer: — Nutmegs, 
cloves, and Japan copper” — the last named article seems to 
have left the Calcutta market altogether for years past. 

Those were the days when captains, pursers, and stew- 
ards of the Honorable Company’s ships used to bring out 
their “ little ventures,” and advertisements used to appear 
openly in the newspapers of the exposure of their goods for 
sale. Here is one of the announcements in 1793 — ** Captain 
Hardinge and Mr. Stewart, purser of the Kent, beg to inform 
i^heir friends and the public, that the investments brought 
out to them will be exposed for sale on commission in the 
jong room of Dring, Cleland and Co,, as soon as landed.” 

The following prices were realized for 3037 chests of 
indigo sol^" in London by the East India Company in 1794: — 

Fine blue and purples from 9s. 6d to 10s. 6d 

Good purple and purply coppers 8 0 to 8 6 

Middling hard square coppers 5 8 to 6 8 

Very lean and ordinary 2 0 to 4 6 

Good middling Manilla flora 8 6 to 9 6 

The ^Government loans, in 1794, consisted of eight and 
per, centa The former were selling at 2 Rs. 6 as. to 2 Bs. 
S tA 4|^nimium^ and the latter at Bs. 1-2 to 1-14 dwount 
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Dacca muslins were once manufactured largely for export 
to Europe, where they wei'e highly prized: the beautiful 
fabrics ^at are made at home, though not to be centred 
perhaps in texture to those that used to be made at Dacca, 
now command the market on account of their cheapnesSi 
It may be interesting to know the various kinds of the Dacca 
muslins which formed the staple of Calcutta exports at the 
time of which we are writing. We find the following in an 
advertisement in 1794, of an assortment of '' fine and fine 
superfine* muslins: — (1) Dooreas, Batta cogjees; (2) Do. 
chucklah; (3) Do. Zenana cogjees,; (4) Jamdauees; (6) Hand- 
kerchiefs; (6) Cossaes; (7) Sublums; (8) Seerbunds; (9) Sur- 
buttahs; (10) Allaballies; (11) Tanjebs; (12) Nayansooks; 
(13) Buddun cans; (14) Neckcloths; (15) Mulmuls of various 
kinds; (16) Flowered jungle cossaes and mulmuls. 

A Marine Board is constituted by the following notice: — 
“ Fort William, May 7, 1795 . — The public are hereby in- 
formed, that the Governor General in Council has thought 
proper to constitute a Marine Board for the superintendence 
and controul of all marine affairs of this presidency, and to 
direct that it shall be composed of the president and mem- 
bers of the Board of Trade. All persons in the Marine Be- 
partment are accordingly required to obey the orders they 
may receive from that board. The Governor General in 
Council being desirous to provide for the safe pilotage of 
the river Hooghly, and to show every regard to the security 
of the property and lives engaged in the commerce of this 
port, is pleased to direct that all persons who may have any 
complaints to prefer against the neglect or inattention of any 
branch of the Pilot service, will transmit them to the Marine 
Board, by whom the most impartial mode of inquiry into 
such complaints will be adopted. All letters or applications 
on marine affairs are to be addressed to the president and 
members, or to Mr. George Taswell, Secretary of the Marine 
Board.** 

A strange notice, under the signature of W. A. Edmon- 
stone. Secretary to Government, appears in thQ^Gazettc of 
the 4th Juno 1795: — ^*‘The Custom Master is authorized 
from the above date (1st of June) to levy for his own benefit 
the following fees : — Five sicca rupees on each port cleyance. 
^Five per cent, on the amount of each of his bills for duty. 
All other fees are abolished.** This percentage on work 
performed seems to have afterwards become general at all 
the subordinate custom stations. • 

The following is the average rate of the opium sales 
which took place on the 8th and 9th December 17941 :— 
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Patna Sa. Rs. 542-13-0 ; Benares Sa. Rs. 645-12-0 ;BogHpore 
Rs. 329-0-0 ; Purnea Sa. Rs. 386-4-0. 

The English Government having determined, in conse- 
cmence of an expected famine in parts of Great Britain, to 
allow of the importation of gi*ain and provisions duty free 
for the space of twelve months from 7th July 1795, the 
Governor General invites individuals to become exporters 
from India, and gives them certain privileges if they gua- 
rantee that the vessels on which they export shall proceed 
direct to London. The price of wheat, as furnished by the 
Corn Exchange^ for five years, was as follows : — 


Bushels at 70 lbs. weight (Per quarter average.) 


1790 from 35 to 

61 

618. 

lOd 

or 68. 

Bid. p. 1 

1791 .. 

36 to 

52 . 

46 

8 

„ 58 . 

8id. , 

1792 

36 to 

63 

42 

8 

« 58 . 

id. , 

1793 „ 

32 to 

65 

46 

0 

„ Bs. 

9d. , 

1794 .. 

45 to 

60 . 

62 

4 

„ 68. 

9i. , 

Market price in July 1795 

80 

0 

„ 10s. 

Od. , 

The price 

of rice 

in 1795 was from 388. to 40« 

1 . per cwt. 


* Peas in July 1795 were selling at 7s. per bushel. 


The following table of exchange was ordered to be a- 
doptcd for the adjustment of the Calcutta customs after the 
1st December 1796, in place of the rates then in use : — 

Great Britain ... Pound sterling at 10 sicca rupees. 

Denmark ... Ilix dollar „ 2J do. 

France ... Livre Tournoin „ 24 for 10. 

Spain . . . Spanish dollar 2 J sicca rupees. 

Portugal and Madeira Mill-rea 2| do. 

China ... Tale 3| do. 

Madras ... Star Pagoda 3| do. 

By an order, dated Public Department, Fort William, 
the 19th September 1796, the public are informed that “ the 
Sub-Treasurer at the Presidency, the Resident at Lucknow, 
and the ccllectors of Benares, Shahabad, Moorshedabad, and 
Dacca have been authorized to receive until further orders, 
any sums of money, not less than sicca rupees five hundred, 
that may be tendered on loan to the Honorable Company 
for a* period of one or two years at the option of the Gover- 
nor General in Council, on which interest will be allowed at, 
and after, the rate of twelve per cent, per annum, and paid 
for the firqt year at the expiration of twelve months, whether 
the principal shall be then paid, or deferred until the expira- 
tion of the second year.” 
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The Governor General resolved to fish tlie pearl banks 
at Manar, and to employ a hundred and twenty boats with 
fifteen divers to each boat, and advertise, in 1796, for tenders 
for leasing the fishery. 

On the 16th March 1798, the Governor General in 
Council abolished the additional duty of fifteen per cent, on 
foreign indigo, imported into the Company’s provinces by 
the way of Benares or Behar, imposed by Regulation IX. 
of 1797. 

By a letter from the Court of Directors, dated 19th 
April 1797, the Board of Trade in Calcutta abolished, on 
the 16th January 1798, the duty of five per cent, which had 
been heretofore charged by the Company on the importation 
of gold dust, and gold in bars. 

On the 1st May 1799 a new loan was opened, bearing 
interest at temper cent 

For the first time we observe native tradesmen emula- 
ting the Europeans of the same craft, in buying up whole 
investments of Europe goods on their arrival in India. On 
the 10th October 1799, “ Rassoo Day most respectfully 
informs the public that he has purchased the choice invest- 
ment of Mr. Benjamin Richardson, chief officer of the Honor- 
able Company’s ship Minerva, which is now landed and 
exposed for sale at his long room in the China Bazar, for 
ready money,” &;c. 

The following were the buying and selling rates of 
Company’s paper on the 3rd July 1799: — 


6 per cent. 

notes, buying 

15- 8; selling 

16-8 

discount. 

8 

do. 

do. 

do. 

9- 0; do. 

10-0 

do. 

10 

do. 

do. 

do. 

0-12; do. 

0-G 

do. 

12 

do. 

do. 

do. 

0-10; do. 

0-6 

do. 


Patna would seem to have progressed so rapidly, that 
in 1799, James Arnold advertises an auction business at 
that station, and announces the admission of a partner into 
hib firm. ^ 

Dacca seems to have had a brisk trade in the first years 
of the present century, with Calcutta and England, if we 
may judge from the numerous advertisements of the manufac- 
tures of that station, for sale both by auction an’d privately. 

Remittances were ^ven by Government to creditors in 
liquidation of the principal of their debt at 12 months’ sight 
at the exchange of 2b. lid. per sicca rupee on En^and. 

The Calcutta Laudable Society, having completed the 
period for which it was instituted on the Slat December 
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1801, divided the funds of the old society and a New 
Calcutta Laudable Society*' was commenced. 

By an order, dated Fort William, 18th August 1802, 
the Governor General authorised two fairs to be held in 
Bohilcund annually, in the months of April and November, 
“ in that part of Rohilcund, which has been ceded to the 
Honorable Company by His Excellency the Nawab Vizier. 
The place which has been chosen for the establishment of 
the fairs is situated on the eastern bank of the Ganges, 
about three miles below Hurdwar.’* 

A loan at eight per cent, was opened at Calcutta, on the 
18th February 1802. The holders of the twelve per cent, 
just closed were invited to vest in the new loan. 

A magazine for the reception of gunpowder from vessels 
proceeding up the river, having been erected at Moyapore, it 
was ordered that all powder should from the 1st June 1803, 
be landed at Moyapore instead of Acheepore, as had been 
the order of 18th July 1801. 

Bills were at this time (1803) granted by the Governor 
General on the Hon'ble the Court of Directors, on account 
of the Sinking Fund, at an exchange of two shillings and 
five pence the sicca rupee, payable at three months after 
sight. 

During the late famines in India suggestions were 
frequently put forth by the newspapers, that the Government 
should prohibit the exportation of grain from India, while 
the natives were dying for want of food which was so abun- 
dant in the country. The authorities were opposed to such 
a measure as it would be an interference with the rights of 
• free trade, but afterwards changed their minds as is evidenced 
by the following proclamation: — His Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor General in Council is pleased, from 
this day (16th September 1803) to prohibit the exportation 
of grain of every description from Bengal by sea, and to 
direct that all grain already embarked for exportation on 
any ship or Vessel in the river Hooghly, or in any other part 
of Bengal, whether belonging to British subjects or others, 
shall be forthwith relanded.** And this was to be done within 
fifteen^ day^i of the date of the proclamation, or the grain 
would be seized and confiscated. A further proclamation 
was made on the 27th of September, offering a fixed “ bounty,’* 

' which should be given to all importers of grain at Benares, 
Allahabad and Cawnpore. 

In previous years the number of auctioneers and com- 
mission agents in Calcutta were so many, that two pages of 
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the Gazette were filled with their different advertisements 
of goods, &c., for sale. There were more than a dozen wlio 
followed the same calling; but they appear to have failed or 
died or gone away, for m the Gazette of April 1807, we find 
Messrs. Tulloh and Co. monopolizing almost the whole of 
the auction and commission business of Calcutta, and their 
advertisements alone fill two pages of the Gazette^ the only 
other auctioneers existing being Williams and Hohler, and 
Lawtie and Qoulds. 

The Court of Directors, having approved of the establish- 
ment of a bank at Calcutta, invested with all the “ privileges 
and immunities usually granted to corporations legally erect- 
ed in England,” it was announced by the Indian Government 
that such bank shall be established in Calcutta on the 1st 
January 1809 to be denominated the Bank of Bengal, and 
shall be incorporated for a term of seven years, under a char- 
ter to be granted for this purpose, by the Governor General 
in Council, by virtue of the authority vested in him by the 
act of the 47th of George the III, section 2nd, chapter 68.” 
The capital of the bank was Sa. Rs. 50,00,000, divided into 
five hundred shares of Sa. Rs. 10,000 each; one hundred 
shares to be held bv Government, and the remaining four 
hundred to be taken by individuals. The bank to be manag- 
ed by nine directors, three of whom were to be nominated by 
Government. These official directors were — “ a member of 
the Board of Revenue or Board of Trade, one of the Secre- 
taries to Government or the Accountant General, or D^uty 
Accountant General for the time being, or such other officers 
as Government may think proper to nominate.” 

The native bankers of Calcutta held several meetings 
at the beginning of the year 1827, to consider the propriety * 
or otherwise of receiving any bank notes except those of the 
Bank of Bengal in their commercial transactions with Europe- 
ans. The result of these meetings was that they were not 
agreed on the point, and the circulation of other than Bank 
of Bengal notes continued without hindrance. 

In 1830-34 a great crash came on the merchants of 
Calcutta, who lived as princes — ^but with other people's money. 
This had been occasioned solely by the mode in which the 
great Calcutta agency houses had been transacting Insiness 
for the previous ten or fifteen years, in other words, since the 
charter of 1814. The rage for speculation or inordinate 
gains, on the part of the directors, and too eager or confident 
cupidity of their constituents, over-trading, improvident enter- 
prize, extravagant miscalculations and excessive expense in 
uving, kerz no doubt the cause of the failures. The ‘effect 
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of the ruiu and dismay which then spread in Calcutta was 
not felt among the partners of the fallen houses, as the 
older merchants seeing the stonn coming had returned home 
with fortunes, leaving penniless adventurers to take their 
places in the falling agency houses. 

In the beginning of 1830 the firm of Palmer and Co. 
one of the “ princely merchant firms” of Calcutta, came to 
grief, and had to be wound up in the Bankrup'cy court. 
This was the prelude to the fall of several other trading 
houses then existing, and which failed from over speculation 
in the purchase of indigo and other country produce; and the 
failure of these houses ruined many families which had been 
living in affluence and luxury. 

Messrs. Palmer and Co. failed in 1830, with liabilities of 
£ 5,000,000; in 1832, Alexander and Co., £ 3,440,000; in 
1833, Mackintosh and Co., £ 2,700,000; Colvin and Co. 
£ 1,120,000; Fergusson and Co., £ 3,562,000; in 1834, Crut- 
tenden and Co. £ 1,850,000; making a total of £ 17,172,000.. 



CHAPTER XIII, 


TBE EUROPEAN ARMY. 


OFFICERS OF THE TWO SERVICES. 

Hadlet» about 1780, mentions the following as the 
expenditure necessary for an officer A captain in garrison 
requires about thirty servants, namely a oashiei:, at 20 
rupees a month y a house steward, 10 rupees ^ market man, 

4 rupees ; two waiters (generally slaves without wages) ; a 
cook, 6 rupees ; his mate, 2 rupees ; two mnning fi^otmen, 

8 rupees ; a messenger, 4 rupees ; eight bearers for the pa- 
lankeen, 33 rupees ; pipe Bearer, 4 rupees ; woman to clean 
the house, 4 rupees ; porter at the door, 4 rupees ; link boy, 

4 rupees ; necessary man, 2 rupees ; groom, 6 rupees ; grass- 
cutter, 2 rupees. Whether wages are rose, we cannot say. 
But this establishment about 20 years ago would have cost 
monthly 113 rupees (about 114). If he keep a female house-- 
keeper and a carriage his expences will be mote. In the field 
he will want thirty porters (koolees), as everything is carried 
by hand, at 4 rupees each monthly. So little were they 
acquainted with these matters in Leadenhall street, that an 
order went out limiting the Commander-m-Chief to fifty 
koolees ; when in fact, he can hardly carry his baggage with • 
three times that number.” 

A ballad, which seems to have had a “ run” among the 
officers of the army at all the military stations in India, is 
given in the Gazette of the 8th March 1787. ' It is headed 
** Ninety.five” 

1 am ft younger son of Mara, and spend nay time in carvfifg 
A thousand different ways and means to keep myself from atarnng 
For how with servants' wages. Sir, and elothes can I eontrira 
To rent a house, and feed myself on scanty niaety-6ve. 

Six mornings out of seven, I Ue in bed to save 

The only coat my pride can boast, tho Service ever gave ; 

And as for eating twice a day, as heretofore 1 strive 
To measure out my frugal meal by scanty ninety-five. 

The aun sunk down in Thetis^ lap, I quit my orasy cot. 

And straight prepare my bullock^ hesH, or liver for the : 

For KJntrnitdm or Cook Fvo not^ io keep my fire alive, 

But pulf end mow, and blow on scanty ninety-diQai 
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My evening dinner gormandiz'd, 1 buckle on my Ahoee^ 

And stroll among my brother Subs in quest of better news ;; 

But what, alas t can they expect from orders to derive, 

Which scarce can give them any hopes of keeping ninety-five; 

The chit chat hour spent in grief, I trudge it home again, 

And try by smoking half the night, to smoke away my pain ; 

But all my hopes are fruitlesB, and I must still contrive 

To do the best a hero can, on scanty ninety-five. 

Alack ! that e’er I left my friends, to seek my fortune here,. 

And gave my solid pudding up, for such uncertain fare ; 

Oh ! had I dbose the better way, and stud at home to thrive,. 

1 had not known what ’tis to live, on scanty ninety-five. 

On the 1st October 1792, the Cbmmander-in-Chief 
published a very strong order against Colonel White, then 
commanding officer of the station of Futtyghur. We wiU 
quote the order in its entirety, in order to show how loath 
tne authorities were to do au^t prejudicial to the wishes of 
natives of “respectable character”: — ^“However painful it 
may be to the Cominander-in-Chief to take paolic notice 
of the misconduct of officers of the highest rank in the army, 
yet he feels it to be an indispensable duty to take care that 
no rank or station shall protect a man from the censure or 
punishment which an attempt to counteract the regulations 
of Government so justly deserves. The bazar regulations 
were calculated to suppress abuses which had long disgraced 
the Bengal Army, and degraded the character of many of 
the principal officers; and Lord C. (Cornwallis) has therefore 
perused with sentiments of the highest disapprobation the 
papers referred to the Governor General in Council relative 
to a dispute between Colonel White whilst commanding 
officer of the station of Futtyghur, and Mr. Grant, the com- 
missary of bazars, from which he perceives not only a deviation 
on the part of Colonel White, from the spirit and letter of 
the bazar regulations by assuming to himself a direct authority 
over the public -servants of the bazar, in the instances of send- 
ing for them to his house, of punishing the head cutwal and 
of taking cognizance of the acts of others without the interven- 
tion of the commissary, but also in an open and deliberate 
opposition to G. O. by issuing a cantonment order command- ' 
ing the attendance of the inhabitants of the bazar, including, 
according to his own explanation, the public servants, when 
summoned to him by an orderly, although by a G. O. of the 
16th July 1787, it is directed, that commanding officers of 
stations shall not on any account give directions or orders to 
the cutwals, chowdries, or the inferior officers ot the bazars, 
but through the commissaries or their deputies, who must be 
responsibly for the execution of them. Had Lord C. been 
in wxupd at the time of the reference to the Governor Gene- 
ral in ^uncil, he should have thought it incumbent on him 
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to call Colonel White to a public account for his disobedience 
to the orders of Qovemment, but after the lapse of so long .a 
period he shall confine his punishment to the censure contain- 
ed in this order, and to a fine of 1000 rupees to be deducted 
from Colonel White’s share of the bazar fund, now under 
distribution, which is to be presented to the cutwal, by the 
commissary of Futtyghur, as some trifling compensation for 
the injury he suffered; and as it appears that the cutwal, 
who by every information, is a man of respectable character, 
and extremely well qualified for the office he held, refused to 
continue in his situation after the public disgrace inflicted 
upon him, the commissary of bazars is directed as a further 
act of justice to give him the option of being reinstated in 
hi^ office of head cutwal of the Futtyghur bazar.” 

In 1794, the officers in India belonging to the Company’s 
troops were so sensible of their numerous supersessions oy the 
introduction of the King’s troops, that various meetings took 
place at the three presidencies, and their grievances were 
stated in strong but respectful terms in a petition to His 
Majesty and the Court of Directors. These petitions were 
not taken into consideration, and the officers were driven to 
the necessity of deputing one of their number from cAch 
presidency to England with further representations. On 
their arrival a committee was formed, whose protests were 
so powerful that at length now regulations were framed, 
which, although they did not confer those extensive promo- 
tions expected by the officers of the Indian Army, yet tended 
to allay that unhappy ferment which had been excited, and 
to ameliorate the general interests of the service. “ Furlough 
on pay for three years was conceded, and full pay for life 
after twenty-two years’ service. The Court subsequently 
granted half pay to officers who had served thirteen years 
in India; an equalization of pay with officers of similar ranks 
in the King’s service, and also pensions for mutilated limbs, 
severe wounds and loss of sight.” 

The following is a singular garrison order by the 
Governor General, under date the 5th May*1705: — “In 
future, a reward of thirty sicca rupees will be given, for appre- 
hending and bringing into garrison, any French prisoners 
who can be proved to have escaped therefrom, (Chan^erna- 
gore?) on application to the Town Major.” 

The following observations made by Mr. Dundas at a 
Court of Proprietors on the 18th June 1795, show the posi- 
tion held by officers of the Company’s Army in respect to the 
Siding’s service: — “ He thought it necessary to say a few words 
to guard the house being misled as to the charges to be 
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deducted from the revenues of India. He did not tnean to 
hold out that the surplus would in future years be so great, 
for justice to the Indian army required that they should 
make a great variation. That army w€is on a footing coritrary 
to the establishment of all other armies; originally it was 
extremely small, and intended only as a guard to partioulkr 
factories ; but now when it has increased to a size as large as 
the armies of European monarchs, it Was immssible that the 
same establishment would answer for it. ¥et this was now 
-the case, for they were deprived of the power* of rising higher 
^than the office of Colond, and were bereft of all thdt hope 
'lof rank which was essential to the feelings of military men. 
There was also stagnation in the succession of lower ranks of 
officers ; he therefore intended to have established a staff of 
field officers, and to set on foot an universal promotion. 
This could not fail of creating an additional expense, but 
justice, fairness and policy demanded it There were other 
disadvantages of a more cruel nature under which the Indian 
army labored ; an officer, after perhaps a slow and dreary 
'progress of thirty years, during which time he was contin- 
ually combating all the dangers ^ a dreadful clime, and of 
an* enemy, must, as things are mow constituted, make up 
liis mind to be an exile from his native countijy, or return 
without any acknowledgement or reward from those he had 
' served, to starve perhaps, unless fortune enabled him to lay 
up something for fhe .support of old age. He therefore 
thought that, after a certain number of years' service, they 
should be enabled to return diome with the full pay of their 
rank. JBut this was not all It often oocurred that, at «the 
very first outset the climate made. it necessary for nn officer 
, to return for the recovery of his health, instead of which ihe 
was obliged to remain there strug^ng mth a broken heart 
• and disease; for if he returned without means, he must 
starve, or be dependant on the charity of his fidends, a state 
not fitted for the mind of a soldier. then, an officer 
should be obliged by bad health fo return for ever, or for 
•experiment g^t xestored, he should do so without loss of 
either rank or pay. It was ^polific to keep in their minds 
the ^thought of fheir native ooimtiy, and to^ive them, not 
wantonly, but on a fair •occasion, the power to msit their 
friends (even without sickness) without forfeitii^ either lank 
vor pay. All these points he conceived to be great and im- 
portant Tights 4hat shoulfl no longer be postponed ; and 
•before the last ships of the seasons sailed, he would suggest 
«to the Confpany the adoption of those measuresi and had 
dittle^doubt of their being effected/' 
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The following is an abstract of papers laid before the 
Proprietors .of India Stock, with reference to the augmenta- 
tion of the Indian army, on the 10th March 1798 : — “ That 
it being His Majesty’s intention to new-model his army 
serving in India, by adding two companies to each regiment, 
so that the establishment of a regiment will consist of twelve 
companies, with 1200 rank and file in each regiment ; in 
order therefore to preserve a proper uniformity between His 
Majesty’s and the Company’s regiments of European Infan- 
try, it is proposed, that the present establishment be formed 
into four regiments of 1200 rank and file each, divided into 
twelve companies consisting of one colonel, two lieutenant 
colonels, two majors, each to have a company ; seven captains, 
one captain lieutenant, twenty-five lieutenants, ten ensigns, 
forty-eight sergeants, sixty corporals, twenty-six drums and 
fifes, 1140 privates, with staff as at present. Two regiments 
to be stationed at Bengal, one at Madras and one at Bom- 
bay. That the European artillery receive an increase of 
mon-comraissioned officers and privates to the number of 
390. That the present establishment of private sepoys in 
the native regiments be reduced, as casualties happen in 
Bengal, from 1600 to 1400 privates ; and at Madras apd 
Bombay from 1800 to 1600. And that an additional regiment 
•of native infantry be formed at Madras, consisting of 1600 
privates with the same number of officers as at present ; and 
in order to keep the proposed establishment in an efficient 
and respectable state, the time for which recruits are enlisted 
be extended from five to eight years, or if practicable to ten 
years ; that none be enlisted but young men from 16 to 25 
years of age ; that a place or depot be established as near 
town as may be convenient for the reception of such recruits, 
not exceeding 500, to be gradually enlarged, if thought ne- 
cessary ; that the establishment for such a depot be super- 
intended by an officer of rank not higher than that of a 
major, and that the whole annual expense of the establish- 
ment shall not exceed fl673-10s. The report concludes 
with a request, that as it will probably require 800 men to 
complete the new establishment. His Majesty wiff be pleased 
to allow the Company a licence to recruit in the usual 
manner.” This plan was adopted by the Court. 

A very clever skit on the old system of drill and the 
new, lately introduced by Sir Henry Torrens, in 1826, ap- 
peared in Mr. Buckingham’s paper The Jorimal, which 
amused every body at the time, and may amuse some still ; 
it was entitled " A Day in Cantonments — • 

Light in the East, top-dugga (1) on the ear. 

And hark, the hugle*i summons shrill and clear, 
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Entai Ram Ohurrun (2), mesaenger of woe, 

‘ Top-dugga, sahib’ — answer ‘ Nikkul jow' (3) ; 

• Bugle bujata’ (4) — * Hum ne soona, U6y*(6 ). 

* Hum soona, sahib (0)' — * l^ikkul jow, I say/ 

Alas ! Ram-Churrun, patient, mild Hindoo, 

Reckless of angry threats and glances blue. 

Still perseTering, at a prudent distance, 

XJrges the fruitlessness of all resistance— 

Urges, and would have failed at last. 

But that a second loud, unwelcome blast 
. Floats on the breeze and proves beyond a doubt, 

That, noUnt voUnt^ master must turn out* 

Slowly he rises, with Ram Churrun’s aid, 

Habilitates, and canters to parade ; 

Gropes in ihe thick dull mist, and having found 
His regiment, falls in and marches round. 

All hail, Sir Harry ! but for thy improvements, 

StUl should we study antiquat^ movements, 

Still plodding on the old dull trackless way, 

Hack at Dundas but every other day. 

And revcd in a nap, unhallowed leaven 
Of sleep, four mornings out of seven. 

Now, barring Sundays, every burra bhore (7) 

Views us unlearning what we learnt before. 

Threes to the right— Toom kuhan jate ho ?’ (8) 

Threes to the left — ‘ You paugul, ither ao* (9). 

(1) Gun fire. (2) The unfortunate sub’s unfortunate valot. 

(3) Get out. (4) The bugle sounds. (5) I didn’t hear it. 

I (6) I heard it, sir, (7) Early dawn. (8) Where are you going to ? 

(9) Come this way, fool. 

The Court of Directors repeated an order made by them 
on the 26th August 1826, prohibiting military officers from 
commercial speculation. " Any military officer,” says the 
order, “ who may be proved summarily, to the satisfaction of 
the Governor General in Council, to have been engaged in 
any mercantile or commercial speculation whatsoever, shall 
be held ipso facto incapable of serving, and shall be forthwith 
suspended and sent to Europe, with a recommendation to the 
Hon’ble the Court of Directors that he be dismissed from 
their army.” 

By an order by the Governor General in Council, dated 
15th June 1812, officers resigning or dismissed the service 
and ordered to proceed to Europe, were provided with passages 
in the Con^ny’s ships, “ allowed to sleep in the steerage,” 
and “ accommodated at the third mate’s table,” to whom a 
Boni of Bs. 868-6-9 was paid on that account. 

^ose who can look back as far as 1814 will remember, 
that ^ state of society in Elngland in those days was widely 
different from what it is now. Hard drinking was then so 
much the fashion that it was regarded as a sign of manhood 
to indulge o.n it. Foul language, gambling, and duelling were 
considered as the accomplishments of a gentleman, i^en 
such* was the opinion pi society in Engird, no one will be 
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astonished that the same fashion was followed in India, and 
that a good deal of it survived as late as 1824. The excuse 
for the indulgence of gambling pleaded by young officers was 
the dull monotony of India camp life; cut off as they were 
from England by such an interval of time and space, and the 
absence of books, book clubs or English newspapers. And 
as for drinking, the famous Irish excuse, plenty to drink and 
always a-dry,” was considered satisfactory. There was little 
or no female society to act as a check on evil propensities, 
to soften or improve the manners, and to elevate their moral 
tone by the sweet influence for good that every right minded 
woman possesses and exercises on those around her. 

MOFUSSIL LIFE. 

The ordinary Anglo-Indian day passes in somewhat an 
unedifying fashion. About half an hour before dawn, just as 
one’s bed is becoming a little endurable, and just as we cease 
to notice with indignant remonstrance the sleep that has 
overtaken our punkah-puller (compensated for the monoton- 
ous flapping of that unsightly machine by the light breeze that 
belongs to the hour, and comes light but sweet through the 
open window;) just at this calm period, custom and medical 
advice force us to rise and go forth to “ eat the air.” Our 
horse is at the door; he likewise, enjoying the early freshness 
of the morning — too soon, as we know, to pass away, llcturn- 
ing from our ride, streaming with perspiration, and not in the 
best of tempers, we proceed to lay the foundation of dyspepsia 
for the day, by a visit to the " coffee shop.” Readers in Cal- 
cutta or in England may not be acquainted with the nature of 
this favorite institution of the mofussil; those who are, will 
not perhaps object to be reminded of some of the pleasantest 
hours (such as they are) which the hot season has to yield. 

“ Drawn together by that true feeling of sociality and bro- 
therhood, which is the cause of some of the best as of some of 
the worst characteristics of English society in In(^; at every 
mess house throughout the country, one is sure, on returning 
from the morning ride, to find a table spread with bread and 
fruit, tea, coffee, and cigars. Here gradually present them- 
selves the civilian in his white jacket, the soldier from parade, 
eager to throw off his uniform and follow the civilian’s cooler 
example; the letters and journals are distributed by the post- 
man; the kidmutgars bustle about with the cups that “ cheer 
but not inebriate;^ and sipping, smoking and scandal succeed 
the previous silence of our lovely canter. Time thus slips 
away. 
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** It is nearly eight o’clock and it is already time to close 
the house! We have now ten or eleven hours before us of 
complete confinement, how are they to be got through? One 
room (that influenced by the thermantidote) is alone habitable, 
enjoying a temperature of 90 de^ees Fahr. We lie extended 
on a couch backed with matting, which is found necessary 
to prevent undue perspiration, and in this position we read* 
till oreakfast time. We may wile away a half hour with the 
havildar of our company, and have a look at the order book. 

“ Dressing supervenes the cold bath, either plunge, shower 
or with wholesale earthen vessels full, dashed over the glowing 
frame, which imparts at least a temporary vigor; the previous 
waste of the system and the present bracing combine to make 
one enjoy onee breakfast; and we prolong the meal by tea and 
cheroot as long as we possibly can — say till eleven. We 
probably now again undress; and lying extended in some 
darkened room read or sleep till tiffin time. For that meal„ 
fortunately perhaps for ourselves, we have not much appe* 
tite; the iced beer is however grateful and we drink our 
qtiantum mfficttf which may vary from a pint to two quarts. 

I “Now remain from three to six, more reading and more' 
sleep; at the latter hour we dress again, and go forth in our bug- 
gy for a languid drive through the evening air, hotter than we 
have felt it, even if we had been out during the day; for the 
radiation that has been going on all day seems to increase 
for some hours even after the sun has set. Those who have 
passed the day as we have described it, under tatties and 
punkahs, feel the heat so much as to lose nearly all the plea- 
sure of the drive; indeed some give up the practice in despair.. 

“ Conceive the scene that ^eets one as he leaves his house. 
Trees white with dust, bending before the furnace blast,, 
that has not ceased blowing the whole day; barren, parched 
fields, miserable deserted looking bungalows ; compounds sur- 
rounded with broken mud walls; languid natives lying outside 
their doors in the villages; used up dogs sleeping in the 
streets; it grows darker, the skulking form of a wolf 

or jackal trotting across the road in search of prey in the 
form of a dead cow, or a native child. 

“ On our return to our bungalow or the mess house,, 
chairs are ordered into the verandah, or on to the 
chahootra, or terrace in front; where under the equivocal 
reUefof a large hand punkah, we sit till summoned ta 
dinner. Pinner ensues in due time, with its horrible steam 
and sparkle; a momentary excitement is perhaps created by 
the conversation and the wines; but even at best it is a won- 
der if some of the guests be not asleep before the removal of 
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the cloth; aaJ so more timte is killed till nine o clock. Cheroofii^ 
are lighted, and an adjournment to the billiard rooirr 
follows. Play and the social glass prolong the weary evening' 
a few hoiwrs, and then we retire to our own house to spend a 
hot and probably sleepless night/* 

Mr. Tennant, in his hulmn R'ecreationSy writing in 
1798, tells us something of life in the mofussil. He says : — 
“ The mode of living in this part of India (Cawnporo) has 
within the last ten or lifteen years, undergone a very great 
alteration. Before that period, the civil and military servants 
of the Company of the first rank were lodged in bimgalows 
worse than those of a subaltern of the present dhy. As the 
practice of feeding on beef, mutton, pork, anil poultry was 
not then introduced, their tables were very poorly supplied : 
even vegetables were not to be had, though an article indis- 
pensably necessary to the climate/* 

For faovcral months in the year the tea table holds its 
place either uu a “ chubatra’* of masonry at a little distance 
from the house, or in an open verandah. Hero the lady 
enjoys after a morning drive, the ‘‘ cliota hazree/* or small 
breakfast, consisting of tea and buttered toast. Here she 
and her husband receive their letters, should the servjftit,. 
instead of themselves, have called for them at the post office. 
And here it must, we fear be confessed, advance and ripen an 
occasional acquaintance, that in this country sometimes ends 
disastrously. 

Also after dinner, unless when the presence of a large 
party renders it incumbent to remain in a stifling room, 
listening to bad music and uninteresting conversation, it is 
customary to retire “ outside/* where the ladies have tea, 
listening, it may be, to some regimental band as it plays 
at a neighbouring messroom, and where very many a pleasant 
hour is spent. . 

THE CADET. 

Having produced satisfactory proof of h® being the 
person alluded to in that paragraph (of the letter from the 

Court) is admitted to the service accordingly.** Such 

was the phraseology u.sed in general orders in 1811. * 

On the 4th of November 1815 the Court of Directors 
came to a resolution that " no cadet or other person going 
out in the Company’s service should be suffered to leave 
England until he was instructed in the nidimetfts of the 
Hindostanee language.** This resolution however became a 
dead letter ; indeed.it was never acted upon, as we find that 
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boys of sixteen and seventeen, and most of them raw from 
school” continued to be sent out without any knowledge of 
the language which the soldiers they were destined to ccfii-' 
mand speak, as well as the language of the people. Even 
medical men were turned loose in India without that know-^ 
ledge of the language which could enable them to ascertain 
the wants of those of whose health they were in charge. 

To obviate, as far as practicable, the extreme inconveni-- 
ence to which cadets were liable on their arrival in India, 
from incurring exorbitant expenses at taverns, to which they 
generally resorted, betore any anangements could be made’ 
for occupying quarters in Fort William, the Governor Gene-^ 
ral in Council considerately ordered (under date 15th April 
1820) the appointment of a salaried ofiicer “ to receive charge 
of the cadets on arrival, and to retain command of themi 
until they procecul, under orders from His Excellency the 
Commandcr-in-Chief, to join a. ri giinent.” It was a special 
duty of this officer to supply cadets with servants ; to see 
that they arc settled in quart (?rs ; and generally to protect 
them from the extortion and impositions of native agents.'^ 
A mess was established, at wliieh this officer always dined 
and superintended. Tlie mess \vas in the Fort. Of course 
this arrangement was only for tlu^sc young men who hadi 
no friends nor relations to whom they could go on arrival. 

Munro, when a lieutenant, who had held for some time 
a staff ap|x>intinent, spoke of the shifts ho was put to in 
order to live within his moans : — “ It (my dress) grows* 
tattered in one (piarter whilst I am establishing funds to 
repair it in another, and my coat is in danger of losing the 
sleeves, while 1 am pulling it off to try on a new waistcoat.” 
And we find him afterwards, when holding a good civil ap- 
pointment, writing home to his friends in England, on the 
luxuries of the Eiist : — “ I have dined to-day on porridge 
made of half ground flour instead of oatmeal ; and I shall 
most likely dine to-morrow on plantain fritters and this 
simplicity of faro, 'Mioing the eftbet of necessity, not of 
choice.” Uiiqueslioiinbiy we are in these days much more 
comfortable. Comf»)rt and competence are more generally 
diffused. Splendid fortuiios aix) now seldom made, for bribe- 
taking is no longer ])iunnitted ; but moderate wealth is more 
easily^ as it is more honestly, acquired, and, carnally speaking,, 
the things which render life agreeable, are far more within 
the reach of all. 

Aftci;,tho abolition of the Barasot institution it became 
necessary to devise some other way of disposing of the cadets 
until they could be finally posted to regiments; and the 
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system, which under certain modifications, has continued to 
the present day, was therefore adopted. The cadets on land- 
ing were permitted to choose with what regiment they woulU 
<\o duty: and when a sufficient number had b^vm collected, 
they were sent off in fleets to their several de»tiiialions, by 
the river route, each fleet being placed under the charge of an 
officer of standing, either specially detailed for the duty or 
proceeding to rejoin his regiment from furlough or elsewhere. 
There are few of us probably who have not heard something 
of the scenes which used to be common in those fleets during 
their progress up the river; how the inliabitants of the villages 
on the banks used to flee at their approach, and how drinking 
and debauchery of every kind, varied by an occasional duel, 
or the homicide of some unfortunate native, used to bo tho 
order of each and every day. This state of tilings continued 
until the Government steamers began to ply bet ween Calcutta 
and Allahabad, when most of the cadets naturally adopted the 
more rapid and agreeable mode of travc‘lling which they 
afforded, and tho fleet system died a natural death. The 
river steamers giving place in due time to the yet more ra])id 
travelling by rail. 

A court martial was held on Cadet Emly, of artillery 
on the 9th August 1815, for having flogged with a horse wliip 
a native sentry belonging to the guard stationed on the liigh 
road leading from the cantonment of Duni Dum to Calcutta. 

THE griffin’s INTRODUCTION TO INDIA. 

The Griffin’s introduction to India in 1823 is thus told 
*>y a Cadet in the United tScrvice Miujaziue : — 

“In due time dinner was served, when I made my first 
acquaintance with Indian edibles at a mess-table; though it 
must be admitted that the opportunity was not a fair one 
for forming an opinion, the palate, cspcciaJly that of a youngs- 
ter, not being over fastidious after a long voyage. A variety 
of viands there certainly was, and an abundance, still 1 could 
not but notice the want of flavor in tho anin^il food and 
vegetables. Of course I cannot recall tho bill of fare, though 
probable the following dishes, amongst many oth(‘rs, fi- 
gured in it, — mulligatawny, sheep’s head curry, (the ingre- 
dient being a cheap one is much in vogue on tho mefii-table 
where dinner is furnished by contract,) a hind-cpiarter of 
insipid mutton, not over fat, and poultry vert/ fresh, and of 
course, very tough; then the vegetables might have been 
potatoes, nole-kole, and brinjalls, or jinjaU, as stmie of us 
called them. For the second course, a mangoe-tart, custards 
and plantain fritters, whilst a pine-cheese brought up the 
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flanked by very white bread, and white butter. The 
■w^nes were sherry and claret; and the dessert consisted of 
the never-failing cashew nut, with plantains and biscuits. * * 

** I had scarcely risen from my camp cot on the following 
^morning when that indispensable functionary the barber was 
introduced; indispensable at least in India, where not one 
man in twenty ever takes the trouble to shave himself: 
amongst our soldiery there being a barber to every troop or 
company. There are no more skilful or more communicative 
members of the profession than our Indian barbers, who are 
peripatetic, being ever on the move, and never operating at 
home. In this instance T was not soriy to submit my chin 
to the skill of another, albeit the black finger and thumb 
that embraced my nose to aid the operation were none of 
the sweetest. The shaving over, the man proceeded to go 
through a variety of professional evolutions, such as cleaning 
.‘(picking) the ears, paring the nails, cracking the joints, &c. 
which latter, however, I willingly dispensed with ; indeed, it 
is seldom endured by Europeans, and was now mainly intro- 
duced perhaps to astonish the weak mind of a Griffin. 
Another accomplishment of the Indian barber is that of cut- 
tiifg corns with his razor 1 # # « « 

I shall never, forget the first Sunday I spent at Ma- 
dras, or rather at the Red Hills, for it was there we passed 
it. The Red Hills are about twelve miles distant, and here 
are several country-houses on the bank of a lake, where some 
of the wealthy merchants and big-wigs of the Presidency, 
who are not over solicitous about their spiritual welfare, spend 
the Sabbath in boating, billiards, card playing and feasting, 

had a house at this place, and here he usually spent 

his Sundays, going out after office-hours on the Saturday and 
i-eturning on Monday morning. I am ashamed to say I was 
ione ot the party, for there were several kindred spirits all 

good fellows, of course, friends of Mr. . The whole day 

was passed in the before-mentioned amusements, but 1 could 
not be persuaded either to play at cards or billiards, never 
before having seen a Sunday so desecrated. The conversa- 
tion, too of my new friend’s associates was all in keeping. 
Altogether, young though I was, the immorality and irreli- 
gion with which society in India (for I soon found the evil 
was not limited to the circle into which I was thrown) was 
then so strongly tinctured, shocked me greatly, and painfully 
did I contrast these heathenish goings on with w^t I had 
been accustomed to in the quiet home I had just quitted.” 

JThe following letter in one of the Calcutta papers shows 
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tlie way of living which was so gciioial among the newly 
arrived young officers of the army : — • 

“ I arrived in India about fifteen months ago, and had 
the good fortune to be posted to a corps vety soon after my 
arrival. 1 had JE120 in my pocket, which 1 thought a large 
sum ; and I belieVX'. it Was more than any of the batch could 
boast of. I purchased a horse for Rs. 470 ; I paid for my 
uniform Rs. 426 ; for a saddle and bridle Ra 60-12 ; wliite 
jackets and pantaloons Rs. 240 ; a set of breakfast apparatus, 
including every thing Rs. 94 ; a bed, table, four chairs, and 
other necessary articles of furniture, Rs. 140 ; a small tent, 
second-hand, Rs. 210 ; and other trifling articles suitable 
to the climate, about Rs. 300. My father told me to 
siand comfortably, and I did so ; and borrowed from the 
agency house Rs. 740 to pay my debts, resolving to clear it 
off as fast as possible. An old sub, to whom I had a letter, 
told me what servants to hire, and what establishment to 
keep up in order to appear respectable. I had no time for 
being a dandy, less for drinking, and no expensive habits. 
I was resolved to study my profession, and set to work 
eagerly. I bought the requisite books, all included in the 
above Rs. 300 ; and after the first month, was snugly settl^, 
and made no bad figure at the head of a company, to which 
I was not a little gratified to find myself posted on field days. 
My monthly expenses were as follows, and have never varied 
twenty rupees any month since the second month after my 
arrival : — 

Sa. Rs* 

Mess bill, on an average ... ... ... 70 

Breakfast do. ... ... ... ... 20 

Horse’s keep, including servants ... ... 16 

House rent ... ... ... ... 35 

Servants ... ... ... ... 60 

Subscription to periodicals, newspapers, reading-room, 
billiard-room, public parties, charity ... 24 

Repairs of clothes, saddlery, breakages, tear ai^ wear, 
sundries, incidental expenses, and uniform ... 40 

Religion and agency ... ... ... 0 

Total Sa. Rf. 265 

** The whole of my income for the last year has netted 
Bs. 195 per month, so that I have regularly got into debt 
Rs. 70 per month, instead of paying off my Rj. 740, and 

am now in Messrs. and Co.’s books about Rs. 1,500 exclu** 

aive of interest and commission charges. , 
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The pro3p(3ct before me is very bright, and it will be 
etill more so if I have the good fortune to be placed on half- 
batta. It is said, how do many others live and not get into 
debt who have the same nllowance ? I declare I should be 
ashamed to describe the shifts they are put to in order to 
keep within their income ; and it would scarcely be credited 
that the sons of gentlemen in a foreign land were reduced 
to such pinching poverty and absolute privations.” 

subaltern’s life in CALCUTTA. 

The following account we take from a letter in the 
United Service Magazhie for 1837 : 

“When on leave at the Presidency, an officer, upon 
application, is usually accommodated with one room in the 
South Barracks. It was my lot, in the year 183 — , to inhabit 
for a short time one of these little Elysiums. I shall not 
readily forget my impressions on being inducted by my 
sirdar-bearer into the small apartment, which was destined 
to serve me at once for parlour, bedroom, and bath. For the 
latter indispensable accessory to an Indian toilet, provision 
had most liberally been made, by enclosing a corner of the 
room with a parapet a foot high, and by piercing the outer 
wall to let tho water off. Naked and comfortless as any 
quarter in England, the appearance of this one was not 
rendered more prepossessing by the circumstance of the walls 
beings adorned with sundry deep indentations, stains of 
suspicious colour, and a profuse sprinkling of ink, all of which 
told of the choleric temperament of a former occupant, 
probably some “jolly cadet,” who here may have revelled in 

“ Rooms in Fort-William — 

Pay, ninety rupees,” 

and impatient of the stupidity of a hearer ^ or khidmutgar, 
for being ignorant of his language, had perchance striven to 
lender himself intelligible by hurling, in rapid succession, at 
the head of hiy domestic, an empty brandy bottle, a book-jack, 
and an inkstiShd. 

“ Having got rid of a little of the superfluous dirt which 
encumbered my new abode, spread a Calcutta mat, and 
introdjiced my couch, table, and chair, the room answered my 
purpose perfectly well, 

“ I have always been rather a disciple of the school of 
Democritus than of Heraclitus. I commenced elbowing a 
passage through the world at too early an age to be easily 
put out of my way ever after. Not being, however, altogethw 
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an optimist, jny ]>hil(>sophy was perl\a]r> siibjtH'tiM! to a pivlty 
severe trial during the two months of luy rof^idence io Fort- 
William. • 

“ Were the option allowed me, I should at all times 
prefer a quiet neighbour in l>arnu:ks ; but the fates were not 
now propitious. Opposite to me wtis established an officer 
from the Upper Provinces, about to embark for England on 
furlough, who being either himself a bird fancier, or having- 
some old maiden aunt curious in cockatoos, had provided 
himself with a large family of the feather d tribe. I verily 
believe he must have been guided in his selection by a 
determination to possess the noisiest of the race. Be that 
as it may, the chirping, chattering, screaming, and croaking, 
wpre incessant ; and one of the collection, in particular, 
distinguished himself by a shrill, ear-piercing shriek, at 
frequent and regular intervals thoughout the day, and a 
great part of the night. 

“ On my left, the adjoining quarter was occupied by an 
unfortunate, labouring unter a temporary aberration of mind. 
The solicitude of his friends was strikingly denoted by a 
sentry being posted at his door. The silence of the sepulchre 
pervaded the room, except for the space of about ten minutes 
at morning and evening, when with unfailing regularity a 
solo was performed fortissimo upon the panels of the door, by 
the toes and heels of the occupant. Having thus expressed his 
impatience of restraint, or probably his non-appreciation of 
the kindness of his friends, the unhappy inmate relapsed 
into a state of quietude. 

“ On the other side was quartered a gentleman whose 
arrival was subsequent to my own. The first intimation which 
I received of the occupation of the neighbouring room was 
from a violin, which at six o’clock in the morning commenced 
discoursing most eloquent music. It continued uninterruptedly 
till ten o clock, when I sallied forth to fulfil an engagement 
in Calcutta.* At 1 P. M I returned ; the performance was 
still unfinished. After my accustomed drive on the course, I 
again ventured to my room to dress for dinnei^ walking up 
the passage, the notes again struck on my ear. “ Can it bo 
possible I asked myself. “ I certainly have never witnessed 
the application of steam or mechanism to violin playing 
(although such things are), but this untiring perseverance is 
beyond a mere mortal V* 1 was mistaken. I firmly believe 
that this indefatigable violinist grudged the moments he 
devoted to his meals, and that had he been endowed with an 
additional pair of hands, he would have fiddled through his 
break&st and dinner.” 
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LIFE AT BARAS ET. 

It was a strange place that Baraset. If the Governor 
General of the time being with the best aid of the Comman- 
der-in Chief, the members of council, the whole secretariat,, 
and the chiefs and big wigs of all departnaents, into the 
bargain had assembled in solemn conclave for the one purpose 
of devising how best to bring ruin and demoralization into 
the ranks of the young and inexperienced on their arrival as^ 
cadets in India, the chances are ten to one, if they could have 
fallen upon so sure, safe, and expeditious a plan of eradicat- 
ing all ^ood and instilling every evil as that same precious- 
institution of Baraset. 

The crowd of officers who have passed through the 
fiery ordeal ol Baraset is now fast disappearing from the 
Bengal army — ^not a tithe, probably, of its existing members 
know aught regarding such an institution; and many of the 
elders among the field officers, and greyheaded captains, re- 
member it only as a dream of their youth, and think of its 
ancient scenes of riot, and wildness and folly, but as portions 
of their boyhood, and as part and parcel of their school day 
reciollections. And that such a place had once a prominent 
being in the vicinity of Calcutta, and was the subject of 
more apprehensive discussion and alarm to the bright fiinc- 
tionaries in any way responsible for it, than half the other 
establishments of the army put together, is a fact which the 
old records of the Adjutant Genorars office can well testify. 

We are indebted to the United Service Magazine for the 
following information about the institution : — 

About fifteen miles from the Government House of 
Calcutta and about seven from Dum-Dum arose a few brick 
residences beside a small se^juestered village, embowered a» 
it were, in a series of surrounding groups of large tamarind, 
lime, mangoe, and other trees of this part of Bengal. It was 
an agreeable retirement from the bustle of Calcutta; possess- 
ing Ae advantage of being so located that the owner could 
manage to superintend several small indigo works in its 
neighoourhood, and at the same time avail himself of daily 
intercourse, if necessary, with the metropolis of British Indian 
It was to this spot that Government directed its attention 
as a cCnvenient place, in which to establish a military col- 
lege or institution for the reception of cadets on their arrival 
in India. Young candidates for military fame were here 
to acquire a knowledge of its vernacular language, with a 
fitting smattering of drill and daily parade duty. And so 
essential did these hi^h qualifications seem in the eyes of 
the founders of the institution, that they were thought to be 
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cheaply purchased by the outlay of some lakhs of rupees— 
and the risk and danger of bringing together two or three hiyi- 
dred heedless boys in the hot blood of untraininelled youth, just 
released from the wholesome restraints, and still necessary 
supervision, of their late parents and guardians. To secure 
this place itself, a high monthly rent was granted to the 
propnetor on the condition of his erecting barracks, with 
other sufficient accommodation for the officers and staff. 

The Governor General paid a visit to Baraset on the 
6th March 1803. A Calcutta paper thus relates the inci- 
dent: — Captain Richardson, commanding the company of 
gentlemen cadets, and Lieutenant Broughton, ailjutant of the 
corps, met His Excellency at a distance frotn the cantonment, 
and conducted His Excellency to the head quarters of the 
station where the company under the command of Ensign 
Oliver, was drawn up to receive His Excelliincy. Messrs. 
Craigie, Roberts and Sneider had the honor of being selected 
to mount (the first as orderly sergeant, and the latter as 
sentries) over His Excellency. Immediately affer breakfast 
the gentlemen cadets w^ere assembled for the purpose of 
being examined in the Hindostanee language, Messrs. Har- 
ington and Colobrookc, Judges of the Siultlor Jlewanco AjIAw- 
lut, and Mr. Gilchrist, Hindostanee professor at the Colh.'go 
of Fort William, were nominated as examiners; the whole 
being in reailiness, His Excellency entered the examination 
room, accompanied by Mr. Harlow, and all thci otbeers of 
His Lordship’s Staff. His Excellency remainecl during the 
examination of the first cla.ss, and on receiving the re]>ort 
of the examiners on the progress of each gentleman, His 
Excellency addressed them individually, and ox[>rcssoil bis 
approbation at their different degrees of jn'oliebiiiey ; and on 
the conclusion of the exaininatiuri of the first class, His 
Excellency expressed his apj)robation in terms highly flatter- 
ing to Captain Richardson, and to Messrs. Craigie, Holxjrts 
aufl Sneider, who composed the first class. In the evening 
His Excellency reviewed the company. They perfornu'd the 
manual and platoon exercise, inarehed to th (4 front, then 
facing outwards, filed in two divisions to the roar, wluu’o 
they piled arms, and fell in as officers and sergeants with tho 
sepoy detachment through the remaining part of the review, 
which being finished, Messra. Craigie, Roberts and ^^neider 
were ordered to the front, and adverting to tlio examination 
report of these gentlemen’s proficiency in the Hindostanee 
language and of an equally favorable one by Captain Richard- 
son of their military acquirements in tho snoft period of 
five months. His Excellency expressed his approbation of 
their merit; and infonned them, that they should immedi- 
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ately be ordered to join their corps in the line> and be re* 
commended to the notice of the officer in command of the 
corps to which they might be nominated; and as a further 
mark of His Excellency’s approbation, and their merit, His 
Excellency was pleased to order that each of these gentlemen 
should be presented with a regimental sword and five hun- 
dred rupees.” The Governor General dined with the cadets 
in the evening, slept at Baraset, and proceeded to Barrack- 
pore the next morning. 

The establishment itself was composed of ah elderty 
officer, as commandant or head schoolmaster, a second in 
command who was also a professor or teacher of Hindostanee, 
and a couple of subaltern officers, likewise professors, while 
one of the latter acted as the adjutant of the cadet company 
and the drill superintendent of the military tyros. As soon 
as cadets arrived from England in the different ships, which 
were then in the habit of coming out in fleets of ten or 
twelve Indiamen to avoid the French cruizers, so formidable 
to the Hon’ble Company’s trading vessels, the cadets, to the 
number of a few score at a time, were handed over to the 
cadet institution. They were directed by the town major to 
betake themselves at once to Baraset, and palankeens were 
supplied at the public expense to carry them off, as early as 
practicable, from the taverns, and other temptations of the 
metropolis. Many however contrived to linger behind in 
town, to have a few days of fun at Cadit Flouet’s, a well 
known punch house of that day, but the others, rather more 
quietly disposed, were soon at Baraset — to the horror of a 
few of them, on their first reaching the pandemonium it 
presented. 

It was there, after the riotous salutation first awaiting 
them, and their prompt initiation into the not unfrequent 
orgies of the place, they were consigned over to the custody 
of tho sergeant major. A barrack room or a portion of a 
room was allotted them according to the crowded state or 
otherwise of the cadet company, and soon amid the ‘ awk- 
ward squad’ they were taught the goose step, and seduced 
into the erudite mysteries of ‘ right face,’ ‘ left turn,’ and 
other great rudiments of the drill. After much dire preli- 
minary marching and countermarching without arms they 
were promoted to the dignity of handling an old artillery 
fuzil, — until tolerably well drilled into its use and exercise. 
All this occupied the mornings and evenings : in the day 
time the young gentlemen had to attend classes, or lectures 
as they wefe called, but though the professors could enforce 
the attendance of all, it was a task beyond them to eneure 
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attention to any thing like study ; and thus the presence of 
four<fifths of the youngsters at class in spite of tlie kindness 
and exertion of the teachers, was a mere farce, a practical 
exemplication of ' Love’s labour lost’ — or a more free and 
easy periodical exhibition of * As you like it’ Scarcely a 
youngster dreamed of serious application. Ponies, terriers, 
pariah dogs, shooting, sauntering about the barracks, smok- 
ing, drinking, gaming, and much worse amusements formed 
the idle occupation of the many. 

Let the reader picture to himself two hundred or more 
tall strapping youths of eighteen or nineteen, of all possible 
dispositions and pursuits, at the very age of all others for 
reckless disregard of prudence ana of consideration for the 
fixture ; fancy these boys crowded together in a new country 
—in a bewildering and exciting climate — with no immediate 
check on their humors or ebullitions, and roaming about 
the noisy barracks at a mile’s distance from the officers of 
the institution, and he may conjure up some idea of the 
daily row and riot of the place. On one side might be 
seen collected a turbulent group surrounding some unfortu- 
nate bill sircar, who had brought up a few ‘ bills in master’s 
name,’ from certain stable keepers or tailors in Calcutta. 
The bills were at once snatched from his trembling grasp, 
and then opened, and handed round for the edification of 
the group. S )ou the documents were tossed about or flung 
in the air, for the amusement of beholding the terror and 
alarm of the poor bill sircar. But see, a few of them are 
actually torn in the increasing riot and excitement of the 
moment ; in vain the sircar protests, begs, and implores ; all 
the bills are, by this time in tatters, and an unlucky voice 
has suggested the propriety of ‘ ducking the dun’ in a 
neighbouring tank. With a shout, the agitated bill deli- 
verer is borne away from the earth, uplifted by the arms 
and legs, and in a few moments is struggling and gasping 
away, in the muddy waters of the tank, half drowned amid the 
cries and yells and exultations of his fiendish tormentors ! 

A little to the left another party are baiting a jackal, which 
has been tied to a stake. Half a hundred ill-bred curs and 
half anglicised pariahs are barking around him, and yelping 
and snapping at the dreaded victim as their owners are 
• stirring him up with a long pole,’ and giving the demoted 
jackal sundry cruel thumps with brickbats and other missives 
to give him ener^ and animation. At last a single terrier 
ruimes in the ring. He flies at the beast amid shouts of 
admiration that make the barracks ring again. Tfie terrier 
is discomfited. Taunts, jeers, and angry exclamations are 
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the order of the day — dog after dog is seized ap, and throtm 
in upon the prey, who braves them all ; but a heavy brick bat 
has floored him, and at once fifty rank curs rush on the 
momentarily disabled victim. He is tom, and dragged> and 
shaken, and gnawed at, while the spoiismen around yell and 
yoick, whoop, and tallyho, and exultation peals around a» 
though a Badajos had surrendered, or a Bengal tiger had 
fallen before them. 

Similar feats of prowess, the fighting of a few well 
spurred cocks, the backing of a kicking and obstinate tattbo, 
the firing at kites and crows flying hurriedly and screamingly 
in the air above ; the reports of pistols, the blasts of ten 
mail coach horns, and the practising upon copper bugles ; 
these, and a dozen other recreations of a like nature, but 
all of them noisy, and uproarious, formed the pleasing pur- 
suits and avociitious of tlie young gentlemen at the institu- 
tion we have been describing. No wonder that study was 
not the idol of their adoration ! 

Many were the serious evils, however, arising from 
congregating so many young and thoughtless individuals 
together. Even the steady and well disposed were partly 
caitied clown with the stream, and though perhaps uninjured 
in the main, and not much deteriorated by the bad examples 
ever before them, still they were not improved by them. 
Tliere is a certain polish and sheen which cannot bear any 
coarse contact whatever, and there is a delicacy in some 
youthful minds — a purity of feeling which it is best to keep 
ever apart and unaccpiainted even with the coarseness and 
contamination of baser companions. 

It must not be supposed that, among the crowds of 
• cadets, there were not some who did not escape the ordeal 
with credit ; but they had to contend with much that was 
unpl easing, and the vepr struggle and opposition they had 
to make, was fxr from being beneficial. They did not join 
in the turmoil and folly ever around them ; they studied 
the native language, it is true ; and left the institution in a 
few months ; ftut they had witnessed what had better have 
been unknown to them, and though they came off victorious, 
they carried away with them somewhat of the stain and dust 
and soiling of the conflict. But if these were unimproved 
by Bafaset, what must have been the fate of the unwary, 
the thoughtless, the yielding and too facile of the number so 
early exposed. Debt and extravagance were the least of the 
evils they %11 into. Habits of dnnking, coarseness of language 
and deiSpkoanour, love of low sport and vulgar amusements, 
were good fruits of the place ; while to crown all, gaming. 
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and a want of principle in pecuniary transactions, wore so 
engendered and confirmed by the exposure, that the eifects 
remained for life, and debased for ever the future career of 
the thoughtless victim. 

It was a wise awakening of the authorities about head 
quarters, when, roused at length by the ill-success of their 
institution, by the ruin of many promising young men, the 
premature deaths of not a few, and the disgrace and shame 
that overtook no mean portion of the crowd of unfortunate 
yotiths then exposed, bringing some to the bar of the 
Supreme Court, and others into the debtors* jail, and all into 
disrepute, they at length determined, in the middle of 1811, 
to break up the college and disperse the entire establishment. 

Baraset was accordingly done away with, and cadets 
thenceforward sent at once to their corps, where, under the 
eye of their seniors, they soon fell into the manners and 
demeanour of more fitting examples, while the riots and 
disturbances, before marking the career of the juniors of the 
Indian service, became unheard of and unknown. 

The following extract from a despatch of the Court of 
Directors, of the date of 1808, affords a duo to the cause 
of its extinction : — And whereas it has been represented *to 
the Court of Directors by the Government abroad, that many 
of the cadets at the institution have manifested a serious 
disposition to irL' 3 ubordinatiou towards their superiors, and 
have been guilty of gross iiTOgularities and ungentlernan-liko 
conduct towards each other, the cadet is hereby informed 
that on his arrival in India, he is subject to martial law.** 

We have alluded to some of the goings on among the 
cadets, who were located at Baraset in order to fit themselves 
for the service. The following strange order by the Governor * 
General in Council, dated the 14th May 1807, discloses an- 
other feature in the discipline of the institution : — “ The 
Honorable the Governor General in Council, having had 
before him letters addressed to the officer commanding the 
cadet company by Mr. J. Kerns and Mr. C. Ellison, inti- 
mating their determination not to study the native languages, 
prescribed by the regulations of Government, and deeming 
it highly expedient that a conduct so entirely subversive of 
the principles of subordination as well as of the objects of 
the institution at Baraset, should be marked with his sever- 
est displeasure, has resolved that Mr. J. Kerns and Mr. 0. 
Ellison be suspended from the service of the Honorable 
Company, until the pleasure of the Honorable , Court of 
Directors be known, and that these gentlemen be ordered 
to prepare to embark for Europe by the earliest opportunity,*’ 
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At the first sessions of the C vlcutta Supreme Court in 
Jan iary 1808, there were some flagrant cases. Mr. John 
Grant, a cadet, attached to the institution at Baraset, which 
appears to have obtained great notoriety on account of the 
mischievous tricks played by the Company's cadets located 
there, was tried for “ wilfully and maliciously setting on fire 
and burning a hut at Baraset, the property of Eeenoo bearer, 
on the 24th day of October last ; he was " found guilty and 
sentenced to death!' This was afterwards commuted to 
transportation for life. Four other cadets were tried for an 
assault on William Turner, garrison sergeant of Fort William, 
and convicted ; three were sentenced to six months’ impri« 
sonment. 

A court of enquiry sat for the purpose of investigating 
the circumstances of a duel which occurred at Baraset, on 
the 27th February 1881, between two cadets attached to that 
institution, Messrs. Eobertson and Kennedy. It appearing 
clearly from the evidence that Mr. John Eobertson was the 
aggressor, and his offence having been peculiarly aggravated 
by the solicitude which he had evinced to take the life of 
bis opponent even after he had relinquished his arms, the 
Vice Resident in Council, “ as a si^al mark of the enormity 
of his crime, and as a salutary warning to others, is pleased 
to direct, in conformity to the resolutions of Government 
under date the 6th of May 1809, on the subject of duds at 
Baraset, that Mr. John Eobertson be suspended from the 
service of the Honorable Company until the pleasure of the 
Honorable the Court of Directors shall be known, and that he 
be required to proceed to England on board the Honorable 
Company’s ship City of London," Mr. Kennedy’s oftence 
was overlooked in consequence of the very aggravated pro- 
• vocation given to him by Mr. Eobertson. 

HALF BATTA. 

The celebrated half batta regulation was promulgated in 
Calcutta on the 29th November 1828, by direction from the 
Court of Directors, dated the 28th of May preceding ; and in 
virtue of it certain stations of the Bengal army, namely, Bar- 
rackpore, Dum Dum, Berhampore and Dinapore, were from 
the Is^ January 1829 considered half batta stations, whereby 
the Company’s staff and regimental officers, on their arrival at 
those stations, were subjected to a reduction of an allovAnce 
hitherto considered by them to be permanent, and which 
amounted to twenty rupees a month taken from an Ensign’s 
ino<j|aei and double that sum from a Captain’s. This deduc* 
tioik^toay appear small, but the expenses which officers, es^ . 
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pecially of the subordinate giades, unavoidably incur in a 
country like India^ imposed upon them a severe system of 
economy in order to enable them even to keep free from 
debts. At the revision and adjustment of pay and 
allowances of the army, some years previous, thebatta was dis* 
tinctly understood by the military servants of the Company 
to be fixed at its then rate and arrangement. The recent 
measure, therefore, wore the odious character of a breach of 
contract between the Company and this branch of their 
service, besides evincing prima fade a want of consideration 
towards the difficulties of junior officers, acting as seniors, 
which was altogether inconsistent with the usu^ liberality 
of the Company’s Government. It is not surprising that the 
measure created intense feelings of indignation in the mili* 
tary service, and animated appeals were made to the local 
government, not only^ from those officers who were immedi- 
ately subject to the reductions, but those who would be 
subjected to it hereafter. Lord Combermere, the Commander- 
in-Chief, protested against the regulation, and was of opinion 
that “justice forbids that the fixed allowances of regimental 
officers should be diminished he urged that “ by reducing 
so considerable a portion of the army to half batta, many 
officers who have creditably discharged their laborious duties 
for 25 to 30 years, will be deprived of those advantages 
upon which they formed their hopes of revisiting their native 
country.” Besides the Commander-in-Chief, persons of high 
rank and experience in India, forming a part of the local 
government itself, were also decidedly averse to the measure* 
But the Court of Directors were deaf to all the appeals, and 
Lord William Bentinck had to bear the stigma of having 
forced upon the military the obnoxious order, on which the 
instructions from the home authorities left him no option. * 
Such was the excitement caused by the promulgation of 
this’? inconsiderate and unjust measure, that meetings were 
held at every station among the officers to take into conside- 
ration what should be done. A petition to the Court of 
Directors was drawn up, and subscriptions raised to send home 
an agent to represent the grievances of the officers. Colonel 
Baker was selected for this important duty. Fora considerable 
time the sepoys could not entirely divest themselves of the 
idea that they were to be mulcted as well as the Britisjf ; but 
when they learned that the pay of their officers only was to 
be touched, they twirled their moustachios in pride, strutted 
about with a swaggering air, and gave every indication that 
they had formed an overweening estimate of ^heir own 
importance. The saving to government was most paltry, 
about £10,000 a year ; the effect was terrible, carrying*dia- 
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may iato the hearts of the European oflScers, whom it 
disgusted, disheartened, and, what was worse, humiliated in 
tlie eyes of their men, whose respect for them began from 
that day gradually to diminish. Every possible method was 
adopted for showing to the Governor General the s' ate of 
feeling in the army. Officers, seeing him coming, would turn 
out of the way to avoid him. No one would go near the park 
whilst he was at Barrackpore. His balls were unattended, 
and commanding officers of corps agreed to decline his in- 
vitations to dinner. This seemed to sting him deeply, for he 
sent for all the commanding officers and questioned them 
about the matter, when one of the officers, a noble fellow, 
Pat Flemming of the 38th, boldly avowed that he agreed 
to decline his invitations. Eventually Lord William Ben- 
tinck succeeded in mollifying the commanding officers, and in 
allaying something of the outward show of that bitter spirit his 
fearfully mischievous and dangerous economy had elicited. 
Every previous Governor General had rejected the enforce- 
ment of the measure ; and two of the wisest of the Council 
beside the Commander-in-Chief, had set their faces against 
it. It was the general opinion that Lord William Bentinck 
had come out pledged to carry the measure, and that this was 
the condition upon which ho obtained the exalted office 
which he held. 

The Court of Directors however confirmed all the ar- 
rangements made at Calcutta by the G. O. dated the 28th 
May 1828, generally known as the half batta order, and 
forbade the transmission to head quarters of any further 
appeals on the subject. 

The half batta was subsequently abolished, and though 
not exactly within the scope of this work, we think it right to 
quote the order of the Queen s Government on the subject ; — 
** Fort William, the Cth Jamiary 1865, His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor General in Council has great satisfac- 
tion in announcing to the army that he has received the 
authority of the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for 
India, to declare that the rules hitherto in force with 
respect to the grant of pay and allowances at the full or half 
batta rates are abolished, and that from the 1st January 
1865, all officers, non-commisssioned officers and men in 
receipt of regimental pay and allowances, wherever stationed, 
will draw such allowances at the full batta rate.” 

COURTS MARTIAL. 

The publication of the proceedings of courts martial com- 
meKlbed in 1815. On the 7th April of that year, the 
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Coinmauder-in-Chief — says an order of that date — conceiv- 
ing that beneficial consequences to the discipline of the 
armies, may arise from the sentences of all courts martial 
oc urring in India being promulgated to the corps at the 
several presidencies in general orders, in a mode similar to 
tha*^ now pursued in regard to those held upon officers and 
aoldiers belonging to His Majesty’s forces, His Excellency 
h is accordingly resolved they shall bo so promulgated in 
future,” &c. 

Captain Bell and Lieutenant Hutchinson of the 87th 
Foot, were arraigned for fighting “ on the banks of tlie 
Hooghly,” that is, in the most public thoroughfare in Cal- 
cutta, on the 16th November 1815 ; and this before a non- 
coihmissioned officer and two privates of their own regiment. 

The Government ot Madras seem to have come into 
serious collision with the military head of the Army. Lieut- 
enant General Macdo wall, previous to his embaikation, left 
to be published to the army an order, dated 28th January 
1809, “ in the highest degree disrespectful to the autliority 
of the Governor in Council, and to convey insinuations 
gi’ossly derogatory to the cliaracter of the Government and 
subversive of military discipline, and of the foundation 
public authority, ” The Governor in Council, “ in considera- 
tion of the violent and inflammatory proceedings of that 
officer in the present and on other recent occasions, and for 
the purpose of preventing the possible repetition of further 
acts of outrage,” was pleased ** to anticipate the period of his 
expected resignation, and to annul the appointment of 
Lieutenant General Macdowall to the command of the army 
of this Presidency.” Not content with this they order the 
suspension of Major Boles, whose signature was attached to 
the order as Deputy Adjutant General of the Army — “ for 
giving currency to a paper of this offensive description ” — as 
if he could have prevented such circulation in his subordinate 
position. 

The ill effects of the order above referred to remained 
after the departure of the Commander-in-Chief ; a remon- 
strance against the measures adopted by the Madras 
Government was largely signed by officers in the aimy, 
and addressed to the Governor General ; another paper 
was got up, an address from the officers of the arViiy to 
Major Boles, the late Deputy Adjutant General. '' In this 
address,” says the Governor of Madras, when noticing the 
seditious papers, in orders dated 1st May 1809, '' a right is 
assumed to decide on the acts of the Governmedt, by con- 
demning in unqualified terms f he sentence of suspension 



( 194 ) 

ed on Major Boles ; and an encouragement is held out to other 
q^Ecers to violate their duty to the Government, by affording: 
a pecuniary indemnification, not only to Major Boles, but 
to all such oflSlcers as shall suffer by any act of the Govern- . 
ment, which the subscribers to the address may deem 
exceptionable.” The Governor of Madras in the exerciser 
of his rights, suspended four and removed four officers till 
the pleasure of the Court was received. In the mean time 
the suspended and removed officers were ordered to hold 
themselves in readiness to proceed to England.” 

Major Boles was, however, restored by order of the 
Court of Directors, who very properly observed in their 
letter to the Government of Madras — “ We consider the* 
order to have been a flagrant abuse of his authority, and 
violation of his duty, but we cannot discover in it any such 
inherent and obvious illegality as could justify the Adjutant 
or Deputy Adjutant General in refusing to obey the command 
they had received from lieutenant General Macdowall, that 
the said order should be circulated to the army. We do not 
mean to dispute that cases may occur in which an inferior 
officer would be justified in declining to obey an order of 
his superior ; but those cases are very rare and must be 
strong indeed, which can warrant the former in taking upon 
himself the severe and perilous opportunity of judging the 
acts of his superior, and debating with himself whether he 
will yield obedience to the orders of that superior, &Ci” 

Oeneral order by the Right HorChle the Oovernor Oene* 
talin Gowncil; Fort William, Jurie 19, 181S . — “The Right 
Hon^ble the Governor General in Council cunsidering it to be 
|ax>per and consistent with the spirit and intent of the 
Articles of War and the enactment of the Legislature on 
this head, that superintending officers of native courts mar- 
tial should be sworn to the faithful discharge of the dutiea 
of their office ; His lordship in Council is therefore pleased 
to direct, that on all occasions of the assembly of native 
courts martial (other than general courts martial,) the Euro- 
pean office? appointed to superintend the proceedings of 
such courts, shall take the following oath [ oath omitt^ ] te 
be administered to him by the commanding officer or 
adjutant of his corps, previously to his entering on the func- 
tions of bis office.” 

Ghmeral orders by the Right Honorable the Oevemor 
Oemral in Council ; Fort William, 18th September 1813^—^ 
** Major /ames Mouat, Corps of Engineers, having attempt- 
ed to dispose of an English horse to His Highness , the Na- 
bob of Bengal, for the exorbitant sum of a lakn of rupees, and 
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to enforce payment \>y menace, and having endeavored by 
tampering with the vakeels of the native princes at the 
presidency, to induce them to purchase his horses for th^ir 
employers at the same extravagant price ; the Governor 
Oeneral in Council deems the conduct of Major Mouat in 
this transaction to demand ,the decided interposition of the 
authority of Government, in order to vindicate the character 
of the nation and of the honorable profession to which he 
belongs from the stigma, which such acts on the part of a 
British officer must cast upon it, as ’^well as to manifest 
His Lordship in Councirs determination to protect the na- 
tive princes and chiefs from imposition and extortion. Under 
this impression, and deeming it an object of equal justice 
and necessity to inflict exemplary punishment on any in- 
dividual who can thus prostitute the British name and 
character. His Lordship in Council has resolved to suspend 
Major Mouat from the service of the Honorable Company, 
until the pleasure of the Honorable the Court of Directors 
shall be known.” 

Kicking and abusing one*s wife was, it appears in those 
days, considered a military crime, and tried by court martial. 
On the 6th June 1814 Captain Charles White, of the GQth 
Foot, was indicted ‘*for conduct scandalous, and highly 
unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman, 
in shamefully abusing, cruelly beating, kicking and ill using 
his wife, &;c.”— "such conduct being in breach of the articles 
of war, and to the prejudice of good order and military disci- 
pline, ”&c. and Captain White was dismissed the service. 

We meet with instances such as the following — Officers 
exposing themselves on the public road in "a state of 
intoxication and disgraceful indecency of a lieutenant break- 
ing his sword and sending it to the jdjutant of his regiment 
as a grateful present to his successor ; another in a beastly 
«tate of intoxication standing at the gateway of a na- 
tive city, and while the Rajah was passing calling him by 
one of the most opprobrious epithets in the native language. 

One issue of the Government Gazette^ thsit of the 19th 
October 1815, contains no less than fivecourts martial, one being 
on a Lieutenant Colonel : — (1) Lieutenant Thompson, of the 
24th Native Infantry, is accused " of highly indecorous and 
improper language ” to his commanding officer. (2) Ifnsign 
Dormer, of the 7th Native Infantry, for "an affray with Comet 
3niith, of the 4th Cavalry, in which blows*passed, they having 
fought and beat each other with sticks.” (3) Lieutenant 
Macleod, of the 13th Native Infantry, for falsely* charging 
his commanding officer "with endeavouring to instil i/ito 
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liLi} mind principles of a seditious and dishonest nature 
against the Government.” (4) Lieutenant Bessy, of the 25th 
Native Infantry, " for joining in a combination with Lieuten- 
ant Newman and others (who were not members of the mess) 
for the purpose of disturbing the harmony of the corps, 
by promoting and abetting each other in constant disputes 
on the most trivial subjects. ” (5) Lieutenant Colonel Green, 
of the 15th Native Infantry, for sending in a false recom- 
mendation roll for the promotion of a havildar who had 
been less than four years in the service. 

A strange feature in the courts martial on officers, was 
that when the sentence of dismissal was passed, the ex-officer 
was not allowed to remain in the country, but shipped off 
at once to Europe. The orders were — Lieutenant or Ensign 

or Captain is “ to be struck off the strength of the 

army, from the date on which this order may be published 

at and will proceed without delay to Fort William; 

on his arrival there the Town Major will be pleased to take 

the necessary steps for providing Mr. with a passage 

to England.” 

A court martial was held on Ensign Cockney, of the 56th 
Native Infantry, at Barrackpore, for repeated absences fium 
the station for many days, without permission, after being 
warned, and during such absence appeairing at the theatre 
at Calcutta, and after being under arrest, attending a public 
ball ; and gross disres pect and insubordination to his su- 
perior officer. ,He vwas sentenced to be cashiered ; but the 
Commanderrin- Chief, in consideration of his youth, inex- 
perience and contrition, mitigated the sentence to his being 
placed the junior of the rank in the regiment. 

On Ensign King, of the 13th Native Infantry, at Bar- 
rackpoipe, for' drawing bills on agency houses in Calcutta, 
where Im fhad no funds ; for insubordinate conduct in not 
attending ia court of .requests when ordered to do so ; for 
disrespectfuU language and refusing to deliver up his sword 
when placed under arrest. He was sentenced to suspension 
from rank, pay and allowances for six months. This sentence 
was cancelled by the Commander-in-Chief, in consequence 
of vafious mitigating circumstances which appeared on the 
trial. 

On Assistant Apothecary Hamilton at Akyab, for being 
repeatedly drunk, and while in this state assaulting the 
hospital servants. And while under arrest having gone to 
thofthouse of the Subadar, broken open his box and taken 
from it 230 rupees, nine silk dresses, and other articles of 
wearing appareL He was sentenced to be discharged. 
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Lieutenant Lowther, of the 44tli Foot, was arraigned 
in September 1828, on various ohacges, among which was 
one for having “ exposed himself on a public road in the 
cantonments of Qhazeepore, in a state of intoxication and 
disgraceful indecency, and otherwise behaved in a disorderly 
manner.” The court found him guilty of the charge, but 
passed the most lenient sentence on him, viz., a reprimand, 
considering him to have been laboring under temporary 
mental aberration from mid-day exposure in performance of 
his duty.” On this the Commander-in-Chief (Combermcre) 
remarks — “ His Excellency would ask the members of the 
court, what man ** in a state of intoxication,” docs not in 
some degree suffer under a ‘‘ mental aberration” for the time. 
His Lordship must consider that no officer w'^ould do his 
duty, if he allowed intoxication to be an excuse for miscon- 
duct in an European soldier under his command ; he cannot 
therefore, conceive, that any principle more injurious to dis- 
cipline can be promulgated, than that ** intoxication” under 
the name of mental aberration,” should be considered as 
an excuse for the misconduct of an officer, when it would 
not be admitted in extenuation of the misconduct of a private 
soldier.” 

On the 17th January 1828, a court martial was hefd at 
Meerut on Captain George Bridges Plantagenet Field, of 
the 23rd Native Infantry, for false charges on certain brother 
officers ; he was found guilty and sentenced to be dismissed. 
This sentence was commuted to being placed on the pension 
list. We notice this, as we had the pleasure of being acquaint- 
ed with this pensioned officer many years afterwards, in 
Calcutta, when he was considered one of the most eccentric 
characters of the city. 

We shall string togeth^ a few other courts martial held 
6n officers within the space ef a few months. On Lieut. 
Warwick, of the 5th Native Infantry, at Agra, fcr neglect 
of duty and sending in false, reports on the 28th August 
1826 : he was placed on the pension list On Minor Brown, 
of the 1st Bengal European Regiment, ai Agra, for repeated 
neglect of duty, and disrespectful conduct to his immediate 
commanding officer: he was reprimanded. On Assistant 
Surgeon Qreenwell, for neglect of duty, and being in a 
state of continued intoxication while with the 68thi Native 
Infantry, in Arracan, in September 1826 : he wm dismissed. 
In confirming this sentence the C omm a n der-in-Chief ex- 
presses^ his regret that he idiould be so fre<^uently called 
upon to enforce the pentdty, awaided for into^sation against 
those whose education and rank in society aggravate the 
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. cTiaracter of that degrading vice. On Capt. Ball, of the 68th 
Native Infantiy, for disrespectful conduct to his commanding 
o^cer, at Sancoway, in Arracan, in August 1826. On Captain 
Aire, of the 64th Native Infantry, for repeated absence from 
parade and wiiting disrespectful letters to his commanding 
officer, at Agra, on the 7th December 1826. On Captain 
Mercer, of the 35tli Native Infantry, for insubordinate 
conduct to his superior officer, and showing want of respect 
towards the brigadier, at Meerut; and on Paymaster Wildey, 
of H. M. 4th Light Dragoons, for conducting himself in an 
insolent mariner before a court of inquiry held at Kaira, on 
the 2l3t September 1826 ; in all but one of the last four 
cases ;lhe Comraander-in-Chief made some pungent remarks 
on the conduct of the courts for the leniency they had shown 
towards the accused in their awards — a reprimand being the 
usual sentence. 

On the 19th November 1829, at a court martial held at 
Cawnpore, Lieutenant Torckler, of the 4th Native Infantry, 
was sentenced to be hanged, for having '' fired a loaded pistol, 
or two loaded pistols at Lieutenant Philip Goldney, of the 
came regiment, with intent to murder the said Philip 
Goldney.” From the evidence it appeared that the accused 
was cursed with an irritable temper, which had been greatly 
aggravated by the behavior of his fellow officers. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief in his remarks on the finding of the court 
gays — Excellency has observed a spirit of hostility 
towards the unfortunate prisoner from his brother officers, 
little calculated to subdue or soften his unhappy and irritable 
temper. That they should withdraw from familiar and 
friendly intercourse is accounted for, but His Excellency con- 
ceives there is an asperity in the notice of the acts of 
Lieutenant Torckler not measured with their actual offence, 
out aggravated by recurrence to past events with which they 
had no connexion ; events which had been decided on by ad- 
Sttitted authority, and over which oblivion might justly 
have been extended : the operation of such a conviction on 
the mind of the prisoner is evinced in his exclamation after 
the atrocious ^eed, *‘that desperation had driven him to it.” 
Taking into consideration all the circumstances attending 
the case of this unhappy man, the Commander-in-Ohief is 
willing to extend to him the powers of mercy which are 
entrusted to him, and in that feeling remits the sentence 
pronounced ” He was therefore dismissed the service and 
^nt home. This is the first instance that we have observed 
whetean had been adjudgedby a icoiirt to 

death by hanging. 
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A very extraordinary scene occurred at Delhi in''! 831/ 
Lieutenant Talbot, of the 8th Native Infantry, had be<m 
tried by court martial for an alleged insult towards the wife 
of Lieutenant Ramsay, on which charge he had been honora* 
bly acquitted. Shortly after the acquittal of Lieutenant Talbot, 
while he was sitting as a guest in the mess-room of the 1st 
Native Infantry, a stranger, habited in a foraging cap and 
military surtout, entered the apartment, and, standing behind 
his chair, attempted to discharge two pistols at his head, 
both of which were afterwards discovered to have been 
heavily loaded with buck shot. Fortunately both missed fire. 
Alarm was given, and the gentleman who sat next Lieut. 
Talbot, starting up, seized the assassin, and, both falling 
together over some hookahs, to the surprise and consternation 
of all present, the voice of Mrs. Ramsay betrayed her dis- 
guise, and in the supposed officer they beheld a disappointed 
and revengeful woman. She was asked, whilst sitting in 
the chair, how she ascertained precisely Mr. Talbot’s exact 
position at table ? She said she saw him through the chink 
of the outward door ; adding, that she had first gone to 
the mess of the 8th regt, but not finding Lieut. Talbot 
there, she came over to the mess of the 1st regt. She also 
said that, on the evening preceding, she had been to the 8th 
mess, to look for Lieut. Talbot, but there were only two 
officers there ; Lieut. Talbot was not one of them. She like- 
wise said^that she had determined to take lieut. Talbot’s 
life from the moment he had attempted to embrace her, 
and ruin her character. 

A court martial was held at Madras on the 18th Feb- 
ruary 1830 on Captain Fullarton, of the 17th Native Infantry, 
on a most extraordinary charge, that he “when in the# 
disguise of a postman, at a masked ball given by the 
Honorable James Taylor, Esq. member of council, delivered 
to Mrs. Eliza Macleane, the wife of Major Thomas Macleane, 
of the European Regiment, and Secretary to the Military 
Board, an open writing, scumlously and abusively addressed, 
thereby deliberately and intentionally offering insult to a 
lady.” He was found guilty of giving the letter, but was 
acquitted of being cognizant of the contents of the writing, 
and hence was acquitted of the graver offence of knowingly 
offering the insult. ^ 

Beating and maltreating natives seem to have been 
rather a favorite amusement with the oflScers of the army, 
if we^may judge from the following remarks of th^ Court of 
Directors, da^ 3rd March 1829, on the tri^ of Comet 
Courtney Charles Ferrers ; — • 

“ From this paragraph, and from your military letters 
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of th? 13th July 1S27 [|>ara. 15], and 22iid Feb. 1828 Qmra. 
KJ], we ob^orv>j that Coraet Ferrers has been no less than. 
fi>iir times since lu» arrWal in India, in 182S, brought to 
t] iai by coiirt-marttaJ ; that he has been twice sentenced to 
be dismissed the service, though the sentence was remitted,, 
and that on more one occasion, it was proved he had 
beaten and maltreated the natiives in a most shameful and 
outrageous manner. 

We must esepress our strox^ disapprobation* of the 
unjustifiable lenity of the sentence passed on Cornet Ferrers 
by the court-martial of whsL^h Lieut.-CoL Brodie w;as presi.- 
d )nt, and our conenricnce in the censure passed by the 
C>mmander-iQ-Ghief on the proceedings of that court, and 
wo desire that these our sentiments be published in General 
Orders to the army. 

** Ih conformfty with the resorntibn contained in our 
military letter of the lith April 1813, that we should * dis- 
miss from our service every officer who shall be proved to 
have been guilty of cruelty to any native, either by violently 
and illegally beating or otherwise maltreating him,’ we now 
direct that Comet Ferrers Be discharged from our service 
and sent to England without delay.” 

It so happened that, pending the decision of the Hon.. 
Court, Cornet Ferrers had ^en dismissed the service by 
the sentence of a fifth court-martial, assembled, to try him. 
for subsequent ofiences. 

THE PRIVATE SOLDIER.. 

In an old and rather curious volume of travels in 
India, entitled Account of the Trad'e in India, bv Charles 
Lockyer,” published in 1711, we find a notice of the s^iai 
room crew, as the artillery men in the garrison at Mamras 
were called in those days, with the rates of pay received by 
the different grades. ** The girason,” he writes, consists 
of about 2^0 European soMiers at ninety-one fanams 
(£ 1-1-9) per month, and 200 topasses or black mongrel 
Portuguese at fifty or fifty-two fanams a month. The gun 
room crew is about twenty experienced Europeims to manage 
the g^ins at 100 fanams per month. The captains are paid 
fourteen pagodas per month, ensigns ten pagodas, sergeants 
five pa^xlas ana corporals the same pav as the gun room 
crew. Chief gunner of the inner fort fourteen pagodas; 
gunner of the outworks twelve pagodas; and their mates 
m proportion.” These rates of pay appear to be sufficiently 
liberal, seeing that at that time the Governor of Madras 
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had oalj £ too per annum aalafy, and £100 gratuity^ 
tko councillors had from £ 100 to £ 40 annum. Senior 
merchants drew £ 40; junior merchants £ 30; iSsctors 15 £^ 
and writers £ 5. 

Oarriaon orders by the OoverTuyr General, dated 
December 1796 . — -The following copy of the 72nd para, 
of a letter from the Honorable Court of Directors, of the 8tb 
July last, is directed to be published for the information of 
any boards that may hereafter be appointed to examine 
recruits from Europe : — 

Para. 72nd — “ Every precaution is taken to prevent 
improper recruits being sent out. After having been approv- 
ed 0 (f by the Company’s Inspector, the recruits are again 
examined by a Field Officer appointed by His Majesty^ 
and such men only allowed to proceed as he approves ; we 
therefore desire, tnat the boards be extremely cautious in 
their objections against the Company’s troopa ’ 

The condition of the private soldier is better in India 
than in any other country. He is better paid there than 
elsewhere, and on the whole is well cared fon In India too, 
there ib nearly always the great charm of active service 
either in esse or in posse. And moreover if a man is intel- 
ligent and steady, he has a chance of employnuent away 
from his regiment, which may place him in a .position far 
above that to which he could, under ordinary circumstances,,, 
aspire at home. The Indian climate is the great drawback ; 
bat as more attention comes to be paid to habits of life 
adapted to the country the soldiers coirdlition will, no doubt,, 
improve in a sanitary point of view. Much has already bceit 
done to improve it, and his life is now far more pleasant,, 
and more profitable to himself and to the .state, than it used i 
to be. The Ufe of the soldier is, in fact so valuable in India, 
that every measure is politic and useful, as well as humane,, 
which tends to lengthen or improve it. 

There ia much difficulty, especially in India, where the 
men must remain within doors during the long hot day.s of the 
summer months, in providing sufficient and suitable occupa- 
tion for their leisure hours, when they are not on duty. 
The long dreary <lay is spent by them in Sstless idlenes.s, 
unless, as too often happens, the attractions of the Jl>azar 
prove too great for them, in which case disease and crime 
speedily Imng them to the hospital or to the guard -room. 
From time to time various devices have been proposeJ 
for the amelioration of the couKhtiont of the sold jer in this 
f^pecU At one of thestationa in Upper India a few offic.ers 
maiiy years ago ej^ertel themselves in estahlisuing 
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oietyi lor the purpose of affording, soldiers en dppbrtonttjr . 
of self-improvement in various Wnches of education, ana 
in the rudiments of science. ^Ina room in barracks 
appropriated for the purpose, lectures were given from 
time to time upon such subjects as were deemed best 
adapted to the capabilities and tastes of the men, and the 
result was that an interest in the society was evidently 
established among them. The audience gradually increa^, 
and the originators of the scheme had soon the satisfisction 
to see not a few soldiers, who had hitherto been constant 
frequenters of the canteen and the bazar, cease their visits 
to these places, and become amongst* the most regular 
attendants at the classes that had ^en formed for mutual 
instruction. ” 

In eveiy remment there is generally a ri^mental 
schoolmaster, and assistant schoolmaster, whose instruction 
the recruits are required to attend, and many others attend 
voluntarily. Also in most regiments there is a libraiy, and 
reading room, to which all who can read generally subscribe, 
and to which the Qovemment contributes. When we read 
the letters constantly published in newspapers, and written 
by* non-commissionra officers and privates, it is impossible 
not to see that there must be well educated persons, 
of much information and good sense, who pass their time 
contentedly in barrack life. To them these libraries must 
be an unspeakable blessing. 

Gardens, attached to the barracks, both afford a pleasant 
occupation and enable the men to provide a little variety 
in the shape of vegetables and fruit for their mess. Games 
and sports, and athletic exercises of all kinds are also kept 
, up in eveiy station during the cold weather, and are encour« 
aged by. the officers, and much appreciated by the menu 
Tneatncals also form a fund of amusement when out-of-door 
games cannot be indulged in. 

While, attached to ^ trwp at Meerut (1843), Major 
Eyre originated what is believed to have been the first 
“ Soldier’s cldb ” ever established in Indhu It had for its 
object the suppression of drunkenness by providing for the 
soldier, when off duty, the means of soW and suitable 
recreatjon and refreshment. For this purpose Eyre hired a 
house conveniently situated to the bar^ks, which with the 
aid of his brother officers^ and of small monthly subscriptions 
from the member^ he fitted up with suitable ffimiture, 
and supplied with books, magazin^, and popular games : 
ani #n6r6 tea, coffee and other harmless beverages could 
be obtained when wannted. It soon became popular among 
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lAen. tud contributed gtestly to the teduotiou of crime 
ttmongslf, them The value of such clubs has aow been 
^eneraUj^ mocfgnised, and they are common in eveiy militc^ 
station in Indiai 

It would appear from the fbOowlag order, that our Europe* 
an troops iteH too vselifed at some stations — " It appeamg 
(tays the order under date 23rd November 1827) from tne pro- 
ceeding^ of a special committee of experienced officers of 
His Mmesty’s and the Hon. Compmy’s service, convened at 
Fort William, for the purpose of instituting arrangements 
fbr bettering the condition and promoting the comforts of 
the European soldieiy, that the rations mstributed at frill 
batte stations so far exceed what is rei^uisite as to prove in 
some respects injurious to the men, whilst at the half batta 
stations the daily allowance of provisions is barely adequate 
for their support, the Governor General in Council, at the 
recommendation of the committee, . has been pleased to fix 
upon a medium of issue applicable to the circumstances of 
European troops in quarters at all stations imder the Bengal 
presiaency. ” 

Government sanctioned the establishment of an ex- 
perimental convalescent depot “in the hills bordering on 
the Deyrah Doon, to which, ” says an order, dated camp 
Jellalabad, 24th December 1827, “ European soldiers may 
be sent for a change of climate during the hot season. ” Ma- 
jor Brutton of the 11th light Dragoons, was appointed to the 
command of the detachment proceeding to the convalescent 
depot at “ Musoore ka Tibba. ” 

In an order dated 7th December 1827, we read that 
the Honorable Court “ have resolved that the system which 
prevails in His Majesty’s service, of furnishing a bible and 
book of common p^er to every soldier who can read shall 
be extended to the Ihtropean branch of our army. " 

The barbarous punishment of the lash appears to have 
been infficted to its fullest extent till the year 1833. We 
have fallen upon an instance where “ one thsnsand lashes 
on the bHe bock ” with the cat o’ nine tails, were awarded 
by sentence of court martial at Trichinopoly in November 
1814. The culprit was a private of the 84th Foot, and the 
duurge, threatening to shoot his commanding officer. There 
is also an instance <n another mvate of the same regiment being 
sentenced to sitB months wtitary confinememt for furnishing - 
the private mentioned in the first case, with ahallea 
caitri^e, in order that be might carry his thfeat lUto 
execution. ... . - • 
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At Agra on the 8th November 1828, a soldiev of th^ 
li^t European regiment was brought to court martial for 
having ''whilst undergoing corporal punishment (1,000 
lashes), awarded by the sentence of a general court martial; 
and ordered ^ to be carried into effect by His Excellency the 
Oommander-in-Chief, turned round his head towaras the 
commanding officer and adjutant of the regiment, and said 
** 1 will have blood for blood if 1 go to hell mr it, ” &c. For 
this second offence, driven to its commission by the severity 
of the punishment, he is siaatenced to twelve monthi^ solita*^ 
ry conntiement in the Agm fort, a punishment sufficient to 
drive the prisoner to insanity. 

A parliamentaiy rettim shows that from 1881 to 1835 
inclusive, the number of soMiers flogged was 1996, while 
of those on whom oerporal punishment was inflicted more 
than once the number was 298. It wasf not until August 
1833, that a general order hmited the pnmshment of the 
lash to the more sericws crimes of mutiny, insubordination, 
offering violoaoe to a superior, drunkenness on duty, sale 
of arms, accoutrements or necessaries, as well as for theft 
or other conduct of a disgraceful nature. In 1836 the award 
of h general court martial was limited to 200, a district to 
150, and a regimental tcv 100 lashes. Before that date, the 
brutalising effects of excessive flogging in the army had 
begun to be perceived by the British public, and Paiiiament 
had warmly taken up the subject. 

On the 25th June 182ili a private of the name of Joyce, 
of the 88th Foot, was tried and convicted of attempting the 
life of one of the officers of hi& regiment, by presenting his 

1 >iece at him, and drawing the trigger, when the priming 
3 umt in the pan. He was sentenced to be shot* The man 
was at the time in a state of intoxication, and to prevent 
for the future the commissimiof similar crimes, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief (Lord Combermere) directed that “ in all 
cases whore a soldier may be ffiscovered to have exceeded 
the bounds of sobriety, he may be placed in confinement 
and kept theSte until he is perfectly restored to reason." 

In ApiQ 1816 we find two instances where soldiera 
w^'re sentenced to transportation to Botany Bay for desertion.. 
The^% are thw earliest cases we have seen of soldiers being 
seuc to that convict settlement from India. 

Desertion from the army would appear to have been 
Very frequent In one issue <rf the that of the 11th 

ApriJi J18W, we have cwrts martial held on sixteen men who* 
luLl deserted from thvir corps,, some while on active service 
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Four of these men were sentenced to receive 800 lasheo 
each, and a sepoy 950 lashes. , 

In an order in 1793 the Governor General notices that 
a considerable number of the European soldiers are em« 
ployed by individuals in different parts of the country, in 
distant stations, and in occupations incompatible with the 
duty of a soldier, and inconsistent with the character of a 
person receiving military pay from the Hon’We Company ; 
and being convinced that the practice of permitting soldiers 
to be so employed is highly detrimental U> the discipline 
of the corps from which the men have been withdrawn, His 
Excellency orders the discontinuance of the practice^ 

Widows of conductors were entitled to pensions from the 
Military Fund : — General letter of the Honorable Court of 
Directors, dated 8th July 1796 . — '"As we find by your 
subsequent advices that you have come to a resolution of 
granting warrants to all conductors of ordnance not holding 
commissions ; which resolution, for the reason stated in the 
proceedings of the Military Board, has met with our approb- 
ation, the widows of persons of this description are now 
become entitled to the pension from the Military Fund/^ 

In instances where soldiers* wives become widow 9 ^ 
and which are of very frequent occurrence, they know that 
the Government allowance will only be continued to them 
for six months after their husbands* death, and that at the 
expiration of that period one of two alternatives awaits 
them — either to be left utterly without the means of obtain- 
ing even the barest necessaries of life, or marry. Under such 
circumstances^ love or regard for the object of their choice 
is considered to be by no means necessary : in fact there ia 
too good reason to believe that when soldiers are affected ' 
with tedious illness, which from its nature appears likely to 
terminate fatally, the affectionate wives of tlMjir bosom are 
even then taking steps calculated to render their period 
of mourning anu widowhood as short as circumstances will 
permit. , 

The children of soldiers obtain a pecuniary allowance 
from Government, but its conditions deserve a few remarks. 
Small as it is, tiiey only receive ft until they reach the 
mature age of fouiteen years, when the boys have no alte- 
native but to enlist, unless, as sometimes happens, they 
obtain appenticeahips in the subordinate memeal depar- 
ment. Tim girls, however, less fortunate tlian they, have only 
one of three alternatives — namely, to become wives; and in 
due time mothers, at an age when neither their bodily 
tomatioa nor their mental development fit them for 
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i|baoUoiu» duties, and respoiudbilities they ate called apati 
jterform ; secondly, they have the alternative of starving an^ 
dying of want — and thirdly, that sad and terrible resort 
the abandoned of their sex, to minister to the depraved 
passions of the debauchee. 

inscEiXAiriiaixs. 

The . allowances by the Court to widows of deceased 
officers in the Company’s service, seem to have been very 
small in the earliest days of the Company’s rule. In a des^ 
patch to the Court, dated Aa^t 10, 1748, we find the 
following: — ^“Mrs. Catherine Kunilton, relict of otw late 
Commandant, petitioned op the 10th June for an allows 
ance for herself and family, which we took into consideration 
the 26th, and then ordered the Buxey to allow her the 
some as the widow of Major Hunt received, namely, Bs. 8B 
per mensem.” 

The first company Bengal Artilleiy was raised ut 
1749. It consisted of one captam, one second captain, one 
captain lieutenant and three lieutenant fireworkers; four 
sergeants, four corporals, three drummers, and one hundred 
gunners. 

Bs. 416,450 was the amotmt of prize money divided 
among the captors of Chinsurah in July 1781. 

Three regiments of infant^ were raised in England, 
in 1798, at the request of the HonoraUe Ornmany for the 
eventuid service of tire C<»iq)any in India, hot to remain 
during the vmr that was then rngh^ between England and 
France, " at the disposal of Bis Majesty's Government, to> 

' serve in Great Britain or Irelemd^ or in the Idbuds' of Jersey, 
Ouemsey, Alderney or Sark.” 

The British, troope having been engaged in quelling 
a dangerous insurrection in Cwe in the territmies of the 
Nawab Vizier, the Nawab was “ pleased to reqtmt that Ids' 
thanks may be omveyed to them m public oraen, and as » 
iitrther reward fortiiehr important md benefit services 
to 1dm, he has presented the Besident at Luoknow BupeeS 
eleven lakhs (Ba 11,00,000) for, and in behalf of Govern^ 
ment. With Ids earnest wish that the Hcmorable the Govemm* 
General m Cfouncil will accept the sssne and appropriate 
•it as a- doawtion to the army m such proportion aa-he may* 
think fit ” The wishes of the Nawab were dhly* carried 

a 1798. In a subsequent notice we leain that in addi> 
tiaata.^ above handsome donation dm Nawab Yisiar 
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presented the sum of one lakh of rupees to he divided amoBg 
the widows of the commissioned officers who fell in the action. 

The respective shares to the army from the above dmm* 
tion of His [j^cellency the Vizier were as follows 

A colonel ... Bs. 16,400 0 0 

lieutenant colonel, surgeon general and 
paymaster ... ... „ 13,120 0 0 

Major ... ... • 9,840 0 0 

Captain, surgeon, commissary ordrumce 3,886 0 0 

Lieutenant, assistant surgeon and gram 
agent ... 2,624 0 0 

Lieutenant fireworker 1,968 0 0 

. Conductors of ordnance 1812 0 0 

European sergeants 218 10 8 

Do privates... 109 0 4 

Mimttea of CowncU in iJie Military Department, May 
SSnd 1796 : — “ Agreed at the recommendation of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief that the allowance of three rupees pw 
mensem, granted for each child belonging to the European 
soldiers of the Honorable Company's troops, be extend^ 
to those of the King’s troops serving at the presidency.” 

Oarriaon Order, by the Governor General, dated Fori 
William, May S7, 1796 : — " The prisoners having represent' 
ed that they are in want of new clothing, the town major 
is directed to supply them with such articles as they may 
immediately require, in conformity with the garrison orders 
of the 10th July 1794." 

The Commander-in-Chief proceeded to the upper 
stations of the army " on the public service ” in the latter 
part of June 1801, and the following escort was allowed to ac- 
company him : — " A guard of one subadar, two havildars, two 
naicks, and fifty sepoys, from Barrackpore. The guard to be 
relieved by one of equal strength at the intermediate stations.” 

The Court of Directors, desirous, of affording “ every 
reasonable encouragement to the officers to establish regular 
regimental messes, is pleased to authorise the allowance of 
Sonat Ra 150 per mensem,” for all messes established by the 

S mend orders of the 8th May 1806, " for each regiment of 
uropean caval^ or infantry in the service of His Majesty 
or the Hon’ble Company, when actmdly marching or in the 
field in which messes had been, or might afterward be. 
established, for the purpose of jmmding for all expenses 
attmiding the accommodation of those messes Ihe same 
allowance to be drawn also when in cantonmenta Sopat 
Rupees 120 were authorised ” for each regiment of native 
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cavalry and each battalion of native infantry’* under similar 
circumstances. 

The first notice of the use of tatties for European troops 
we have in on order by the Governor General, dated 10th 
March 1807, wherein His Excelleney directs “that the 
number of tatties to be in future provided for each building 
be restricted to half the number of apertures (doors or win- 
dows) in such building : * ♦ ♦ * that no more than one 
bheesty and one cooly be passed for watering two tatties;” 
&a It would appear however that these conveniences had 
been used for years before, though we have not come upon 
any earlier notice of them, 

A general relief of the troops serving under the presi- 
dency of Bengal was appointed to take place in the cold 
weather of 1809. This is the first intimation we have seen 
in the papers of a Oeneral relief of troops. His Majesty’s 
24th Dragoons and the 17th Foot, were ordered to proceed 
to Meemty which now became a station for European troops 
instead of Secundrabad and Muttra. 

The removal of the head quarters of the station of Chu- 
nar, from tbe fortress of Chunar to Secrole near Benares, 
took place in August 1809. 

“ Oeneral Orders by the Honorable the Vice Premdent 
in Connell, Fort William, 12th September 1809, The Hono- 
rable the Vice President in Council is placed to determine 
that only one tattie be in future allowed for a sergeant’s 
bungalow. (Sd.) J. Adam, Acting Secretary to Government,. 
Military Department.” 

By an order by the Commander-in-Chief, dated 12th, 
October 1810, “ Clubs and queues ” were abolished in all 
ranks of the army, and “ the hair is in future to be cut close 
to the neck ; no powder to be worn on duty.” 

Twen^-four lads were taken by order of Government 
from the Upper and Lower Orphan Schools, in June 181 2S, 
to serve as cegnpounders and dressers ; they were to receive 
a medical education in the Hospital ; and had an opportunity 

E ci them of rising to be Sub- Assistant Surgeons in the 
ical Diriment. Ten youths were placed in the General 
Hosmtal, Calcutta, ten at the garrison hospital at Chunar 
and four at the General Dispens^* 

The Governor General, in an order dated 25th July 
1812, f^uthorised “ a bounty of sixty-four sicca rupees to be 
paid;to uvery foreigner (Frenchmen excepted), who may 
ed&in the Hon’ble Company’s artillery or intantiy for a 
t&.ofave years.” 
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The new Ibarracka wefe completed at Dunr pum in the 
tttiddle of 1813, and occupied by troops in jfovember. 

In an order dated Fort William, 23rd September 181 
Majo^ General Blair notices the inattention pcdd by offloerf 
to their dress in public : — “ Major General 31air heaving hadi 
occasion to notice the total i^ttention which hae lately beeii 
paid by officers at the presidency to general orders oif thu^ 
subject of dress, he feels himself under the necessity or 
enforcing the strictest obedience in future to the regulation^ 
of the service on this head) the neglect .of which has noi 
escaped the observation of ^[is Excellency the Gopimndet-in- 
Ohief. The major general will hold Commanding officers 
of corps stationed at the presidency responsible for the dress- 
of the officers attached to their respective battalions, andV 
should any officer on leave of absence apptor in public ex- 
cept in the uniform of his regjment or official ranx^ he shall 
immediately be ordered to qmt tiie presidency Without any 
reference to the Iwainesa which may have bnmgiht Um to 
Calcutta.” 

From the following order it would appear that some ftinny 
things wefre done in order to get over the trouble of 
accounting for stores belonging to tne Honorable Compai^ : — 

“ We observe it stated, say the Court of Directoiwiira matter 
to the Indian Government, tmder date the 3ls9 Bnoembev 
1813, in the report of the 27th June above quoted, that 
the unserviceable musket barrels, bayonets and ramrods, 
bad been thrown into the river, instead of having been 
brought on the arsenal books, and sold as unserviceable siores, 
having previously been rendered' useless for all military pur- 
poses. As these articles are intrinsically of ^omo value* 
merely as unwrought iron, or steel, we direct Chat they 
future be broken up and sold by public auction, for whatever 
can be obtained for them, in tne state of rough metal only.” 
Bomebody must have been making a tidy little fortune by the 
at^ticles said to have been thrown Into the river. 

The military authorities, as early as 1820, showed their 
eWay over buildinj^ within cantonment beuiidaries; vffie the 
fi^loww |Bmnoimcenxenit by the Military Board, under date 
7 th March : — “ With reference to an advertisement which 
has appeared in the Calcutta journals for the disi^osal by 
kaftei^ of certain e^tes, so described Within the niilitary 
aabtonment of Cawiip6ie, tlto Military Board deem it 
fit to be imtified, as a caution to' the public, that the 
building materials so ritnated, can' alone m disposed of or 
transferred by indivirbails ; the ground being the piuperty of 
the state, and not'alieixable by such arrangomenlriniuiytihiqia;*' 
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The Commaoder-iii'Chief, having noticed the unmilitaiy 
drees in which some officers had indulged, issued an order 
under date 80th November 1827, on the subject of these 
"fanciful deviations," in the following woros White 
jackets and white cravats are fcnrbidden to be worn by an 
officer at any time out of quarters, and he is strictly prohibit- 
ed firom a{q»eaiing publicly in any other dress than is 
authorised by the regulaticms of the service. Silk or crape 
jackets or trousers are also prohibited : broad cloth being the 
established material of which officers’ clothing is to be made; 
all deviations from established relation, whether in quality 
or fashion, are prohibited." • ♦ • • « Should officers 
disregard these orders and appear again in white cotton 
jackets, or fianoy clothing of any kind, the Commander-in- 
Chief will jwohibit the well jacket and forage cap being 
worn, and order them to appear at all times in the uniform 
estaUished for the parade.” A month after, this order was 
so fiur modified, that, “ in consideration of the climate" offi- 
cers of all arms were permitted (except when dressed for 
dutv or on parade,) " to wear white trousers in dress and 
nucurese throughout the year." 

*The Government sanctioned the hire of a house in an ury 
part 0 ^ Chowiinghee for the accommodation of sick officers 
who came to the pre 8 iden <7 for the ben^t of their health. 
The permission to visit Calcutta for this purpose was granted, 
except in special cases, fix>m month to month, on thereport 
of the medical officer in charge of the institution. The house 
that was chosen was situated at the corner of Middleton 
street, leading into Park street. This sanitarium was 
discontinued from the 1st March 182&, and all sick officers 
*were ordered to be accommodated with quarters in Fort 
William, and to receive professional attendance from the 
medical staff of the garrison. 

The canteen system was introduced into the Indian army 
by an order dated March 28, 1828. 

The great gun taken at Bhurtpore, and presented to 
His Majesty by Lord Combermere, at the close of 1828, was 
placed by order of His Majesty in front of the barracks at 
Woolwi^ 

. !|^e. Hon’Ue the Court of Directors sanctioned the 
•latahlishment of re^mental schools in the different European 
regimfUits m their servioe in the early part of 1829, for the 
care, and instruction of children of the non-commissioned 
' ofileirs an^ soldiers, and for the benefit of such of the men 
M(^ght wish to avail themselves of the imtitution. 
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On the Slst March 18d0, an nfficer, lieutenant K. (hit 
name is not given) of the Queen’s RoysJs at Poonah, started 
to walk nineteen miles in four houts for a wager of iSOO 
rupees. He accomplished the feat with fifty-five seconds to 
spare. 

It* may be interesting to learn that the great gun of 
Beejapore was fired in Jaauaiy 1829, one hundred and fifty 
years since it had been discharged by Aurungzebe ; — “ The 
^n was on the south west lotion of the city of Palmyra 
m the Deccan ; it was chaiged by order of the Raja with 
forty seers, (about 100 Iba mwder), and fired yesterday 
evening at sunset The powder, from its coarse quality, 
threw forth an immense volume of smoke, which was truly 
^[rand, although the report was weak in comparison to what 
was expected, perhaps equal to that of a forty-two pounder. 
The gun shook the frame and rebounded on the wall without 
any injury. This circumstance excited a degree of sensation 
amongst the inhabitants (10,000); many had left their 
houses with their families, ten and fifteen miles ; and every 
Bunyah shut shop, retiring ^m its walls. The muzzle of the 
gun has the figure of a lion’s head, with an elephant walking 
into its mouth. The dimensions, inside two feet, and out- 
side four and a half feet ; its length twelve feet rad a quarter; 
throughout inside chamber fourteen inches ; diamet^ five 
feet" 



CHi^TER XJV. 


lAW AND JU9TICHL 


1STABL18HMEKT OF COVRm 

A cocTBr, consktii^g of a mayor aod aldermen waa 
fstablished in 1727, and administer^ British }air to British 
subjects in a hon^ built by Bonrchier soon after th^ 
charter arrived, which was then called the Court House, and 
the rerucmbrance of which etiil survives in the street, which 
after lapse of more than a hundred and fifty years, is yet 
ea^led Old Court ^ouse street. From the decision of the 
mavor and[ aldermen, an appeal lay to the President in Council, 
nna the two bodies were thus kept in a state of constant 
a^i^j and collision. The municipal, fiscal, civil and criminal 
afi^irs pf the town, as far as the natives were concerned, were 
administered by a civilian, who was styled the Zemindar. 
He farmed out the monoj^lies ; be collected the rents ; and 
he decided all civil and criminal suits. In all actions for 
property an appeal lay from his award to the President.. In 
capital cases, in whien " the lash was inflicted till death/* 
the confirmation of the sentence by the President was neces* 
sary. In all other cases, the investimtion of the Zemindar 
was summary and his decision final. He had the power of 
fining, flogging and imprisoning. He was judge, magistrate 
and collector; and he was consequently the most important 
personage in the rising town. This office was always changed 
once, and sometimes thrioe, in twelve months. He was never 
allowed to remain long enough. in office to acquire any 
knowledge or clkperience of his duties. He was in almost 
^eiy instance a total stranger to the native language ; and 
to complete his helplessness, all the accounts were kept 
exclusively in the vernacular. His salary was 2,000 rupees a 
year, wfth a percentage on the farms, which may have given 
him half as much more. He was always involved in trade, 
f^m which he drew an income of ten times the value of his 
salary. Such was the municipal government of the town of 
Calcutta in 1745. 

The East India Company was originally simply a com* 
of merchants, empowered by a charter granted by 
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Queen Elizabeth, in the year 1600, to trade to the East 
Indies. In 1661 they obtained authority from parliament , 
to judge, according to the laws of England, all persons living 
under them in their settlements. By two subsequent charters, 
respectively .granted in 1683 and 1686, the company was 
authorized to erect courts of justice for the trial of offences, 
committed both by sea and land, according to the English 
law, and the courts thereupon established continued to exercise 
the powers assigned to them till the year 1765, when they 
were superseded by courts established under the Nazim of 
Bengal, which were superintended though very imperfectly, 
by the English heads of factories. Further legislative powers 
were conferred by the charter of 1773. This charter declared 
the Governor General in Council competent to make rules 
and regulations for the good order and civil government of 
the settlement of Fort William ; and the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court extended to all persons within the town of 
Calcutta, as well as to British subjects resident in any part 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. 

The Supreme Court, which was instituted in 1774, “to 
protect natives from oppression, and to give India the benefits 
of English law,” is described by Mackintosh (writing in 1775) 
in the following trenchant style : — The present mode oi 
administering justice, under the sanction of a British Act of 
Parliament, in Bengal, is a subject which calls loudly for 
public attention and speedy relief. This dreadful evil 
threatens the extinction of the British power and property 
in India. Coiruption hath usurped the sacred seat of justice, 
and, shielded by the power of a venial government, hath held 
quiet possession of this station for six lingering years, without 
even the veil of hypocrisy to shade the horrors of oppression 
and savage violence.” 

The establishment of the Supreme Court in Calcutta 
introduced lawyers into the metroplis, to the great loss and 
sorrow of the natives. “Asiaticus"' writes thus in 1774 of 
the lawyers: — ^“The numerous dependants, which have 
arrived in the train of the Judges, and of the new ftommander- 
in-Chief of the forces, will of course be appointed to all the 
posts of any emolument, and I must do those gentlemen the 
justice to observe, that, both in number and capacity Jhey 
exactly resemble an ar^ of locusts sent to devour the fruits 
of the earth.” Hartley House mentions— ‘ No wonder lawyers 
return from this country rolling in wealth. Their fees are 
enormous ; if you ask a single question on any affairiyou pay 
down your goldmohur, and if he writes a letter of only three 
lines, twenty-eight rupees ! 1 tremble at the idea of coming 
into their hands ; for what must be the recoveries, to answer 
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meh immeiue charges t You must, however he informed 
that the number of acting attomies on the court roll is 
restricted to twelve, who serve an articled clerkship of three 
yean onl^, instead of five as in England. The fee tor making 
a will is in proportion to its length, from five gpld mohurs 
upwards ; and as to marria^ articles 1 should imagine they 
would half ruin a man, and a process at law be the destruc- 
tion of both parties. A man of abilities and good address in 
this line, if he has the firmness to resist the fashionable 
contagion, gambling, need only pass one seven years of his 
life at Calcutta, to return home in affluent circumstances ; 
but the very nature of their profession leads them into gay 
connections, and, having for a time complied with the humor 
of their company, from prudential motives, they become 
tainted and prosecute their bane from the impulses of 
inclination." 

On the 16th July 1797, in the House of Lords, the 
order of the day for the second reading of the India Judica- 
ture bill having been moved and read, Mr. l^us was heard 
on the part of the Blast India Company ag^ainst it. Mr. 
Rous stated, “ that the Company considered the present bill 
as a violation of the solemn compact entered into between 
the public and the Company on the renewal of the charter 
in 1793. That the extension of the courts of judicature was 
a departure from the statute of 1797 ; but that what most of 
all aisumed the Company was the institution of a Pension 
List for the judges, the.jpension to be granted by the Crown, 
though payable out of the Company’s revenues, and at the 
end of a duration in India at so short a time as five years, if 
the servants of the Crown thought fit to grant them. Mr. 
Bous stated the period of the institution and existence of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature; and said, though the reason 
for limiting the judges to three could not be known to him, 

J et as it happened in consequence of the death of Sir William 
ones, that only three judges had sat for the space of fifteen 
years Uwether, there could be no objection to having only 
three jut^feo on the bench of the Supreme Court ; but the 
objection the East India Company felt was to the appropria- 
tion of the salary of the fourth judge to the payment of the 
pennons in question. He pointed out the manifest di£Pe- 
nnte between the esteblishment of the judges in India, and 
their establidiments in England. A puisne judge in India 
hid a salary of £ 6000 a year, which was three times as 
mudi as all the emoluments of a puisne judge in West- 
minstei^Hall ; and the supreme judge in India had a salary 
o^ £ 8000 a yqor. It had been generally conceived, as fqr 
the sake of decorum, a judge should in some sort live a 
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retired life, that the income of judges in India would, after a 
due time spent in the exercise and discharge of their duties^ 
in that country, not only be sufficient to enable them to* 
return home with a moderate income; but fully competent 
to their comfort and support for the remainder of their lives. 
If however their Lordships should think it right to allow the 
clause to stand, as far as regarded pensions, the Company 
earnestly prayed it might be altered ; and instead of the 
grant of these pensions being at the will of the King’s servants, 
that it might depend upon the address of either House of 
Parliament, which thev conceived would secure them from 
the possibility of abuse/’ The measure was severely com- 
mented on at adjourned meetings of the India House, held 
on the 22nd and 28th June and 12th July, and in the 
Commons on 7th June. 

The Calcutta Court of Requests was instituted in Calcutta 
on the 13th March 1802. The jurisdiction of this court was 
limited to claims up to 100 rupees. In case the debtor was 
unable to pay the amount claimed, his goods were to be sold, 
and if the assets therefrom were not sufficient to meet 
the claim, the debtor was to be apprehended and conveyed 
to '' gaol, there to remain until he or she shall perform such 
order or decree.” 

The Supreme Court at Madras received its charter as a 
new court of judicature on the 4th September 1801. 

SENTENCES. 

From a Gazette of the 18th August 1791. we learn that 
the sessions had just ended, and '' that several culprits 
received sentence — upwards of fourteen were burnt in the 
hand and imprisoned, several were sentenced to stand in the 
pillory, and the rest acquitted.” Also that "'the Portuguese, 
who was convicted of stealing a valuable diamond ring from 
the shop of Tulloh and Co., was sentenced to be burnt in the 
hand, to be imprisoned for the term of one month, and then 
discharged, on finding sufficient security that lie will quit 
the provinces.” 

On the 1st August 1795, at the general gaol delivery in 
Calcutta, sentence of death was passed on six criminals 
convicted of burglary ! Three men, who had been privates 
of the 3rd European^ Battalion, were burned in the hand, 
and sentenced to be imprisoned with hard labor in the House 
of Correction for two years, having been convicted ofhighway 
robbery, committed on the Esplanade. “ Thomas Forresty, 
cojvicted of a misdemeanor, was sentenced to be privately 



( 216 ) 

whipped in the gaol of Calcutta, and confined one month. 
Locnurn, for stealing half a mohur and some silver omamenta, 
to he publicly whipped in the Burra Bazar, and kept to hard 
labor in the House of Correction for three months. Connoy 
Day, for privately stealing a mohur from the Bank of 
Hindustan, was sentenced to be confined in prison until the * 
10th instant, when he is to be conveyed to the south end of 
the Burra Bazar, and whipped to the north end, and from 
thence back again ; and then to be carried to the House of 
Correction, there to be confined and kept to hard labor, until 
the Ist of July 1796.” Those in the seat of justice seem to 
have been humorous in their judgments. 

At the Supreme Court, Calcutta, on the 10th December 
1802, the following sentences were passed : — Joseph Mari 
Leperrousse, for murder and piracy— death, and that his. 
bony should be afterwards hung in chains. Byjoo Mussalchy, 
robbery, — death ! Pauly Stratty, Anunderam, and Catoul 
Kissen, for conspiracy, two years’ imprisonment and to stand 
in the pillory. Kamsoonder Sircar, for perjury, to be transport- 
ed for seven years! Ter Jacob Ter retruse, an Armenian; 
clergyman, for perjury, imprisonment for two years, and a 
fine of one rupee. Imaum bux Golyah, for robbery, transporta- 
tion for life. Thomas Norman Morgan for forgery, two years* 
imprisonment, to stand in the pillory and pay a fine of one 
rupee. Choochill, Buxoo, Russie and Nyamutullah, for 
robbery, transportation for seven years. The Chief Justice^ 
in passing^ sentence on Morgan for forgery, observed, “ it was 
fortunate * for the prisoner that the law which makes that 
crime capital^ had not yet been extended to this country ; 
but he had reason to believe that ere long it would.” 

On the 15th June 1803, at the sessions of Oyer and 
Terminer at the Calcutta Supreme Court, “ Thomas Should- 
ham, who had been convicted of uttering a treasury . pass; 
knowing it to be forged, was then put to the bar to receive 
his sentence, which was. that he should stand once in. the- 
pillory, be imprisoned for the term of two years in the gaol- 
of Calcutta^ pay a fine to the kiM of five thousand sicca 
rupees, and be imprisoned until such fine be paid,” 

On the 18th June 1840, a native woman was sentenced 
by the Supreme Court of Calcutta to stand in the pillory, 
witft a^statement of her crime in the English and native 
language* and afterwards to be transport to Prince of 
W^Im* Island fox seven years.’* 

What will our readers think of the following sentences 
;^ivered in the Simreme Court of Calcutta on the 4th 
liJoVembor 1804 1 — ” John Maclauchlin, found guilty of man- 
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fllkugfater, to be fined' one rapee» and imprisoned one months . 
Miahomed Tindal found guilty of manslaughter^ to be fined; 
one rupee, and impiisoned one month. Mathew Fames, 
found guilty of manslaughter, to be fined one rupee, and. 
imprisoned one month. Thomas Eldred Sherburne, for 
foigeiy, fined one rupee,, to stand m the pillefy on* the 14th 
instant, andiimprisoned' two yearss Racfocai otherwise Jesse/ 
for stealing on the high seas, to be transported for seven' 
years, and kept to hara labor . during that period Mritonjoy 
Coomar, for robbing the mint,, ditto ditta" Verily the crimes* 
of forgery and theft were considered by the legislators of those 
days more heinous than that of manslaughter. 

On the 17th October 1805, Hrary Irwin, Paymaster of 
t)he*^6th\Foi>t, was put on bis trial in'* the Bombay Court for 
the murder of Lieutenant Jehn*^ Young of the same regiment,, 
in a duel which took place at^ Dohud cm the frontiers o^ 
Guzerat on the * 27th March. As there^were many alleviating' 
circumstances in the case, and it was proved that' the wound 
in the leg had not been a mortal one, and that death ensued 
from the deceased's own act in removing the tourniquet and 
the consequent efiusion* of blood, the jury acquitted thet 
accused. • 

On the 4th December 1806, Afex. Moore and James* 
Dempsey, two soldiers, were tried iiv the Supreme Court, 
the former for the murder of Mclnnes in a duel with 

muskets at Muthra in June / and the latter, for the murder 
of Charles* Crouly (by boxing) at Allahabad — they were- 
both convicted!' of manslaughter. Lieutenant Ryan was 
tried* for the murder of Lieutenant Corry in & duel at/ 
Cawnpore, and also convicted of manslaughter. James 
Campoell was tried for maiming a native woaran at Chunar, 
found guilty and sentenced^ to* deatM. In the above casein 
Moore was sentenced;^ te^one year’s imprisonment and a fine 
of 20 rupees*; Dempsey to . one week’s imprisonment and fine 
of one rupee Ryan, a fine of Rs. 100 and imprisonment for 
six months. A Portuguese man and a native were also.* 
convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to be burnt in the 
hand, imprisonment for one year and a fine. 

A case was tried in the Calcutta Simieme Court on 
the 10th June 180T, of forgery of a tieasury bill for Rs. ^500** 
by two natives of the name of Calleypershad Chatteigee andl 
Ramconnoy Ohose. This appears to have been the first 
in.stance where natives had tried their hands at forming: 
types or plates whence to print bills, &c. similar tp. those 
issued by banks or treasuries. HitHerb) they H^' Been 
very skilful in altering figures on existing' papera, but this. 
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was" the first attempt at printing wholesale, and it was done 
in such an . incomplete and a^^ward way, that it was at 
hnce detected: The accused were sentenced to ** tw6 years* 
imprisonment in the house of correction and to stand once 
in the pillory.” > , 

Burning in the hand” seems to have been a very 
common and the usual sentence passed in the Supreme Court 
of Calcutta in 1812. 

It was a custom in some cases also, when a man was 
sentenced to death, to appeal to His Majesty in Councir^ 
as to whether the sentence should not be commuted. This 
practice] subjected the culprits to close imprisonment in the 
condemned cells for a period of almost twelve months before 
a reply y could be obtained. In one case where the judge 
passed sentence of imprisonment on two European prisoners, 
named Moore and Knox, for manslaughter, he concluded by 
ordering that during their imi^risonment the gaoler will use 
such vigilance that they do not communicate disgrace to 
the gaol.” 

At the Supreme Court in Calcutta, on the 22nd June 
1812, the following sentences were passed: — (1) Ensign 
Soady, convicted of manslaughter, a fine of 200 nipees, and 
imprisonment for one year. (2) Bihdabun Dobee, manslaugh* 
ter, to be burned in the hand, and imprisonment for one year- 
(3) Joseph Moore, and George Knox, manslaughter, to be 
burned in the hand, and imprisonment for one year. (4) 
Andrew Masberg, for an assault with intent to commit murder, 
to be imprisoned for three years. (5) William Soubise, for 
an attempt to set fire to a bungalow, to be imprisoned for two 
years. 

On the 2nd November 1813, the following sentences 
were passed : — Privates Barry and Boyle of the 84th Foot, 
found guilty of highway robbery received sentence of death ; 
Rodrigues, found guilty of forging pay abstracts, was sentenc- 
ed to stand in the pillory, two years imprisonment and a fine 
of 300 pagodas. 

A bill for abolishing the punishment of the pillory was 
passed in July 1816. 

' On the 21st April 1828, Fukr un Nissa Begum was 
brought mp,in, the Supreme Court at Calcutta, on a charge 
of having caused the death of a slave woman in her service, 
by beating her with billets of fire Avood ; three of her servants 
also assisting in the deed. The case Avas proved, and the 
prisoners Avere sentenced to be ** iinpri.soiiea until tweh'e 
o'clock to-movroAV, and then to be discharged.” Against this 
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lenient sentence the Begjum petitioned. The petition repre- 
sented that she viewed with such horror the disgrace of a publio 
exposure in a court of justice, which was to her much worse 
than any punishment the court could inflict on her, that ratlier 
than submit to it she had pleaded guilty, in the hope that no 
judgment would be passed upon her, but that the case might 
be sent home to His Majesty, to whom she would sue for a 
pardon. After hearing this petition, the Chief Justice 
said “ as the law now stands, we think it proper that the 
judgment should be respited until the result is ascertained 
of the appeal to the King in Council, upon the' Begum 
giving security to the court to appear, if required, on the 
second day of the second session, in the year 1829, to receive 
judgment.” 

PUNISHMENTS. 

It was customary in those days to have executions in 
spots where four roads crossed, probably with a view to make 
the event more impressive. For instance in a trial of a 
Manilla man for stabbing a native w^)man, tried in the 
Supremo Court on the 10th June 1807, the prisoner was 
ordered ‘‘to bo executed on Saturday, the 18th, at the four 
roads which meet at the head of Lall Bazar Street.” 

A novel scone was presented on the Hooghly off Calcutta 
on the 18th December 1818, when five Portuguese were 
hanged for the wilful murder of Captain Stewart of the Asia, 
In order to render the benefits of such an example as extensive 
and salutary as possible among men of similar habits and 
modes of life, it was determined to rig up a gallows on the 
river. A platform was laid on two bhurs lashed together, on 
which the men were conveyed to the anchor boat on which 
the gallows was erected. The ships in the river were request- 
ed to send each a boat to attend the execution. “ At an 
early hour,” says the TimeSy “ the preparative gun was fired, 
and the yellow flag was hoisted — the boats assembled in great 
numbers, and the side of the river, as well as the decks of the 
neighboring ships and the tops of the adjoining#houscs were 
covered with spectators. A little before 9 o’clock the crimi- 
nals arrived from the gaol und(‘r a giiai d f)f sepoys at the 
Old Fort Ghat, and were warped off on the j^latform to the 
anchor boat. There the yards had been braced up different 
ways so as to separate the yard arms sufficiently ; and fi.s .soon 
as the final preparations were finished, the giui was bred, about 
20 minutes after 9, and the malefactors were run up at the ‘ 
same instant.” • 

On the 24th January 1828, was exec uted a Fakoor who 
had murdered a child, named William Boauc hump at Howrah 
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Ghaut, on the 24th of the previous July. The gallows was 
•erected in the open called the “school ground.” 

Several thousands of natives assembled to see this novel 
proceedii:^, but 'fh^ n^e no attempt at rescuing the man 
"from the%ands of justice, llie body was ordered to be 
gibbeted; and' the 4ren cage to conta^ it was brought to 
the ground inti t5art, lifhich 'lillowed the criminal to the 
'^gallowa 

The following description -of an execution by hang^g, 
we obtain from Lwg’s^ “Wanderings,” and it represents the 
usual . mode of carrying out these executions : — When we 
'had ariiy^ at the place of execution,^ a £eld^at some distance 
Trom Ihe jail/in which 'had been erected a.ten^poraiy gallows, 

I was surprised at not finding a mob. There was no one 
there but the culprit — ^who was eating as much rice as he, 
could and as &st as he could — a cou|He of native policemen 
with drawn swords guarding him.; the jailer, who was a 
.'Mahomedan, and aBengalee writer ^cl^k) who stood with 
[pen, ink and paper in hand, ready to dot down the official 
particulars of the scene, preparatory to their ^being forwarded 
.to Government ^acoording te a certain ^regulation. “ Is every 
thing ready V* said the assistant magistrate to the jailer. 
^' Ves, sahib,”’ he repCed; “but. he has not yet .finished his 
breakfast.” “ In one minute, sahib,” cried the culprit, who 
t)verheard £he conversation; and hastily taking into his 
stomach the few grains of rice' that remained upon the dish, 
and drinking the remainder df "his balf gallon of milk, he 
sprang up and called out “tyear!” rignifying “I am ready’* 
'He was then led up to the scaffold, the most primitive afihir 
that I ever beheld. It was only a piece of wood work re- 
•sembling :a 'large crock or crate in which a dinner service is 
packed for exportation. Tfpon this crock, which was placed 
under the beam, he was requested to stand. Having obeyed 
this order, the rope was adjusted round his neck. The 
assistant magistrate then called out iohim ’inHindustanee — 
Have you any thing to say'” “ Yes, sahib,’* was the reply. 
And be began a long story, false from be^nning to end, but 
every word *of which the Bengalee writer took down. He 
spoke, and with vdhemence, for about thirty-five minutes 
when, having Stopped, either finally, or to taice breath, the 
assis^nt m^stiate gave flie signal to the jailer, by waving 
his hand. The crock was then pulled from under the culprit 
hy the two policemen, and down dangled the culprit’s b^y, 
the feet not more than eighteen inches from the ground,” 
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DIFFICULTY OF OBTAINING 

To show the enoimons expense attending the simplesi 
action in the Sunr«||HC!ourt, we mvr instance the case 
Dr. Btyoe against Mr.Sunuel Smith of the Hurkarv, news* 
papw tor UmL It lasted two jears, and the defendant was 
adj^ljed to pav as damages eigM kwiidred irupees. Hie 
plaintiff incor^ a cost of ten thoueand rupees to cany tl^ 
ease 'thioagh. Had the plaintiff been a comparatively poor 
man, he would have been ruined — ^he would have gone out of 
court triumphantly cleared in his character, to go into jail, 
perhaps for life, from inability to pay his attorney’s bill. 

“ A native beine desirous, not long since,” sajs the 
Ccdoutta QaaeUe of the 17th August 1798, " to institute a 
suit in a court of justice, applied to an attorney, who inform* 
ed him he was already engaged on behalf of his opponent; 
he however offered to recommend him to a friend, who would 
undertake his cause with equal readiness and ability, and 
gave him a note of recommendation to him. The cautious 
native carried the note to a person who could re^ Endish, 
and found it to contain the following admonition : — ^'Dear 

, I have killed my hog, do you Kill yov/re.' The hint 

was not lost, though the immonition missed its aim. Hie 
parties compromised their dispute, and the lawyers lost their 
fees.” 

Several instances can be mentioned where Calcutta 
Juries brought in “not railty,” when Europeans were defen* 
dants in cases of murder or maltreatment of natives. On 
the 10th June 1012, Macdonald, the mate of a vessel (the 
Hunter) was tried in the Calcutta Supreme Court for " cans* 
ing the death of one of his crew by tying him up during 
the whole of a cold night on a voyage to Botany Bay.^ < 
Though the evidence was very clear, the Jury returned a 
verdict of “not guilty;” on which the Chief Justice justly 
remaned: — ‘"ne gentlemen of the jury must certainly 
have discovered some reason fer doubting the testimony of 
the witnesses, wUch did not occur to die court ; and you 
therefore have escaped the punishawnt of manslhughter, which 
the court have not the smallest dirabt but you deserve. I 
hoTO your escape will be a lesson for 3 rour future conduct ; 
and that you will be advised to return to that humane and 
mild diqmtimi which was your character six years ago.* You 
may not probably meet with another jury, who will deal so 
meidfully with you. The punishment was illMnl, it was* 
cruel, it was brutal” 



CHAPTER 


THE CALCUTTA PRESS. 


EARLY NEWSPAPERS AND JOURNALS. 

We shall give a few statistics of the press in India 
between the years 1780 and 1833 ; though the first newspaper 
was published in Calcutta anterior to 1774; it was called the 
Jndia Gazette^ an organ of the Government 

On the 29th January 1780 was commenced the Bengal 
OazettCy the proprietor of which was Mr. M. Hickey. 

On the 6th April 1785, was published by Messrs. Gordon 
and Hay the first number of the Oriental Magazine or 
Calcutta AmueementSi a monthly. 

On the 3rd October 1791 the Calcutta Magazine and 
Oriental Museum ^saw the light. It was a monthly and 
published by Mr, White, at No. 51, Cossitollah street. 

In the India Gazette of the 19th April 1792, we have a 
strange medley of news, showing what a disturbed state 
matters were at the close of the preceding year on the 
continent of Europe, and in India at the be^nning of the 
year under notice. In September there were in Paris com* 
^motions which preceded the revolution and the execution of 
* Louis and the Bourbon family ; commotions in Flanders ; 
report of the trial on the Birmingham rioters in England ; 
Lord Cornwallis’ despatches regarding the taking of Banralore, 
and Seringapatam, and the signing of peace with Tippoo 
Sultan; winding up with the declaration of war against 
Spain by the® Emperor of Morocco. Notices of all these 
events are containea in a single issue, and yet the editor of 
the ^zette says, that the “ English papers brought by the 
'contain very littl0 worth relating/’ Verily those 
were piping times for the newspapers. Neither telegraphs 
nor semaphores existed in those days, and on the arrival of a 
ehip from England there was a regular race by the representa- 
tives of the leurth Estate to obtain the latest English news- 
papers. Fast” row boats w:ere then used, which proceeded 
to Kedgeree and even further in order to board the incoming 
vessel, and thus be the first to obtain the latest intelligence. 
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On the 1st of November 1794, was published the first 
number of the Calmtta Monthly by J[. White, 

printer, No. 2, Weston Lane, Oossitollah. This journal, *it 
would appear, was established for the purpose of giving the 
whole ox the Indian news of the month in as condensed a 
form as possible for transmission to England ; the pioneer in 
factdftne " overland summaries^* whi<m became so common 
on the . establishment of the overland route. 

The Bengal Hircarrah was ushered into existence on 
the 20th January 1795, as a weekly paper, at the Oriental 
Star office. 

On the 4th of October 1795 was published the first 
number of a weekly newspaper, under the title of the Indian 
ApoUo, The paper to appear every Sunday, from the Mirror 
Press, No. 168, Ohitpore Koad. 

The Relator, a biweekly newspaper, is advertised to 
appear at Calcutta on the 4th April 1799, and^the following 
is the flourish with which the announcement of its appearance 
is heralded before the public : — 

" To THE Public. — It is an eventful period indeed, at 
which we solicit your patronage of a work, for the early and 
faithful communication of those events, which not only 
interest the feeling and occupy the attention of mankind, but 
astonish and terrify the world. When in the height of an 
universal war. Nature seems to have allotted her sea for the 
theatre of the gallant and unexampled victories of Britain ; 
and Fate resigned the land to the sanguinary and immensur- 
able ravages of France ; when Anarchy has supplanted 
Order; and Eeason fled the frenzy of Infidelity and 
Caprice ; when the hue of living manners is changeable 
as the Ohamelion*s — and the new principles of hv/man^ 
actions short lived as the Ephemeron ; not only the materials 
for periodical publication abound, but the vehicles for 
disseminating them are naturally multiplied. This has been 
the case in Calcutta ; yet we presume to offer another news- 
paper to your attention, trusting it will possess equal merit 
with any cotemporary print. As the professidhs of a stranger 
respecting himself and undertakings are both nugatory and 
fulsome, we decline making any ; and should an indulgent 
Public sanction our attempt, we shall receive their approba- 
tion, with purer satisfaction, than if we had endeavored to 
obtain it by arts which only partially delude the simple and 
infallibly disgust the sensible. 

"The terms and manner of publishing ar^ specified 
below. Shbuld we succeed, the plan ^may be enlarged ; if 
not, we shall retire without shame from a pursuit commenced 
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On the 31st October 18t4, the Weekly Gleaner Was 
published in Calcutta, as the prospectus stated, for “ ineetipg 
the convenience of those gentlemen whose numerous avoca- 
tions may not admit of their enjoying an attentive or un- 
divided perusal of the daily newspapers, circulated through- 
out Calcutta and its environs, and particularly for those 
residing in the mofussil, who may not nave an opportunity 
of seeing all the papers, and who can, fo7* a trijling sum, 
obtain the news of the whole week,'' 

The John Bull in the East was published on the 
2nd of July 1821 at the Hindostanee Press.” James 
Mackenzie was the editor. 

“ Proposals for publishing a new weekly print, to bo 
entitled the Calcutta Courier*' .are advertised in the papers. 
The first number to appear on the Gth May 1827. The 
publishers were “ Messrs. Hollingbery and Knelen, No. 3, 
Meera Jany Gully, Calcutta.” 

We have an account, in the Oriental Magazine fur 
1827, of a portion of the newspaper pres.s of Calcutta, which 
we shall summarise briefly, 'the Bengal II urkaru was the 
leading journal, as the oldest established of those then in 
existence in Bengal. Its influence on public opinion was 
however nut very great, as its opinions were constantly 
changing. The India Gazette was a paper of established 
reputation, its circulation was extensive, and its opinions 
solid and influential. The Government Gazette, from its 
official connection with authority, was necessarily precluded 
from independent discussion on passing events ; but its state- 
ments were relied upon with more faith fliau tliosc contained 
in the other journals, and in its information on subjects of 
science and literature it was greatly valued. The Chronicle ' 
had been only recently established, and was conducted on 
the principles that distinguished the late Calcutta Journal 
(of which Mr. Buckingham, who was summarily deported, 
had been the editor,) and advocated a free press and coloniza- 
tion with zeal and assiduity. ^ 

A periodical under the name of the Kaleidoscope ap- 
jgeared in August 1829, in Calcutta. 

In the same year appeared the first number of the Bengal 

Annual. 

The Calcutta Christian Intelligencer began publication 
as a monthly magazine in 1829. 

The Calcutta Christian Observer about the sftrne time. 

On the 26th June 1790, was published the first number 
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of tlie Bimihay Gacf^tfe, “by aiitbority.*’ It was then sr 
weekly jaiblioatioii. 

The Caicnita TAternry Gazette, under the editorial 
management of CJaptnin D. *L, Kichanlson, appeared in 1825. 

A daily paper under the title of the Jui^t Indian wasf 
commenced in Calcntta on the 1st June 1831, conducted by 
Mr. Dcrozio, an East Indian by birth.. 

A good matiy newspapers and periodicals have bcoB 
jitarted in Calcutta of lati‘, but it is doubtful whether at the 
present moment tlw^rc are as many Englisli publicatioins of 
this sort as existed fifty j’cars ago in that city. From an 
article in the Calcutta Quarterly Mayitzine for 1833,, writ ten 
by tlio editor of the Jahn Bull, who we suppose, must have 
been Mr. J. If. Stoe(pteler, we bike the following oniunera-- 
tiun of jouvnars, kc : — 

Da ily . — llengal lIurkaru,IndiaGazotte, Calcntta Com ier, 
John liulL 

Tri-xreeldy , — India Gazette, Bengal Clironiclc ami 
Indian Kegistcr. 

c JlaljAreeUy. — Calcutta Courier, and Calcntta Gazette. 

'Weeliy , — Literary Gazette, Oriental Observer, Bengal 
llv-rahl, R(‘formcr, Philanthroprst, Encpilror, Gyaiian-oshiin, 
Suinaoliar Durpun. 

Monthly . — ( Vvlcutta Montldy Journal, Bengal Sporting 
Magazine, Christian lutelligeneer, and Christian Observer. 

Altcrnaic Monila ^. — East Indian United Service Journal 

Quarterly . — Calcutta Magazine and Review, Bengal 
, Army List. 

The above list contains a goodly nuniber of organs for 
the literary gratificati<ni of our Anglo-Indian ancestors. Tlie 
oldest of tln<>se was the India Gazette, which seems at first 
to have been the official organ of Government. Originally a 
weekly paper, in IS22 it appeared twice, and in 1830 thrice 
a wetric, shortly after this date issuing a daily edition. Its 
politics, we h'arn, won? “not mcrc)jy strongly Whiggish'' but 
“ apjwoaclied to the Radical ]iarty,” and it was distinguished 
for itj general ‘ gentlemaiilikeisin.* It entered “largely 
upon the eonsideration of questions connected the 

government of the country, undeteiTcd by any fear of the 
di.s])leasure of authority or any anxiety for the applause of 
the laultit^idc.” Its “ literary taste'' was, we fiuther learn, 
“severe." i^ext in age came the Benyal Hurhini. A 
weeUy journal in 1705, when it fii-st appeared ; in 1819 it 
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blossomed into a 'daily,’ and in 1824*, on the death of its rival 
the Calcutta Jon-nuil, the censorshii> ef the ineies establishwl 
by Lord Wollosky having been removed, “ took up a lofty 
position as the advocate of free discussion, colonization, the 
education of the natives, and many other popular measures.’* 

The Calcutta Couric)* was up to the year 1831 the 
Calcutta Got^enmicnt Gazette, and the verdict passed on it 
was that **it lacks dignity; — where ooinincrcH% steam, or 
hgures arc ooDcemed, the leaders of the Vuuvier are able 
and accurate ; but in treating politit^al or local (|uestions of 
moment, they are frequently cluiigcd with Hippancy, dulness, 
or self-sufficiency.” 

The youngest of the daily papers in 1833 was the Joint 
Bull, established in 1821 as the Johu Bull of (he lia4. Its 
conductor declared that it “arose amid the storms and 
contentions in s^xnety which the Calcuftu Jounud nas 
wgeiidering; and it came piofessedly as an antidotes to Iho 
poison disseminated by that print.” '1'his ])ap<'r, w('. an' told, 
inaiutained its popularity by great attention to its intelli- 
gence clopartinent, and an adhenmee to Tory aixJ Anglo- 
Indian conservancy polities until when from various 

causes it rapidly declined in circulation and must hav(^ 
expired had it not passed in 1833 into the hands of Mr. 
Stocqueler, TIk^ change was a violent one — no less than a 
complete transition from Toiy fr) Whig politit'S, but it was 
justified by its success, and in the fidlowing year its title was 
changed to that of the Englishman. 

Of the other journals it is not necessary to say much. 
The Bengal Chronicle was but a reprint of the best articles 
in the Jlurknrii, with which papc'v the Bemjid I ft raid was 
also closely consieetcd. I’he Indian Hcgi^fer was “an 
injudicious aitenq>t on the part of the East Indians to 
possfiss a journal exclusively their own.” Tlw^ Bhilanfhrtg/ist 
and Enquirer were religious papers, the c'<liU>r of the latter 
“ in the fervour of his zeal for Christianity” circulating JOO 
copies at his own cxpc'nsc. The Reformer and ihftt na>)a'shnn^ 
dealt with locm.1 questions of all kinds, the latter being ]u in led 
half in English aiMl half in Bt ngalce. Tlui Bjfortintj 
Magazine was conducted by the editor of the John BulL 

• 

LIGHT LITERATURE. 

On the 27th January 1785, was puldished, “ print(‘d in 
thft manner of the Bath Guide, and embelli.shi'd with co])j)er 
plates, Gh/c/c, or Journal of a Voyage to the 

East Indies; in a series of Political Epistles to her moJ:lier 
from Miss Emily Brittle.” 
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We have two proposals in 1795, for publishing worVt 
on India, which was a significafit sign of the times ; people 
who had travelled were now beginning to put the result of 
their eyes and ears on paper, and transmitting their know* 
ledge of India bj meairsrof type to people at home, who were 
«upr^^ imorant of every thing relating to the country 
and its inhabitants. The two advertisements to which w© 
allude, are — (1) “ Proposal for the publication of a comedy, 
in five acts, called The Mii'ror, the scene of which is laid in 
Calcutta and (2) “Proposal for publishing Indian 
Wra/vellerf in three volumes by Mr. Sonnerat, Commissary 
General of the French navy.*" Each volume cost two ^Id 
mohurs, rather a valuable work if we are to assess it by the 
price, but everything in those days was “costly and precious.” 

[Advt] “Jti the Press, and speedily will he published, 
rPrice only one gold mohur.] The Bevy op Calcutta 
(Of a proper size, to be bound up with the Bevy of 
Beauties) dedicated to the elegant though unknown author 
•of the ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ * 

The Beaux I sing, who left fair London’s town, 

(Done up 1 y fate !)*to parry foistune’s frown, 

' ^ith shining Siccae, vioit Indian shores 

In their mind’s greedy eye grasping Calcutta crores. ** 

In May 1821 was published in Calcutta “ Shigram-po,” 
'or “ the Life and Adventures of a Cadet, a Hudrastic poem, in 
3i cantos, addressed to the Honorable the Court of Directors.” 

SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL. 

Professor Gilchrist published his Oordoo Dictionary in 
Calcutta in 1787, 

On the 23rd April 1789, appears an advertisement 
headed “A Card,*’ announcing “the humble request of 
several natiyes of Bengal:” — “We humbly beseech any 
gentlemen will be so good to us as to take the trouble of 
making a Bengal Grammar and Dictionary, in which we 
hope to find ail the ooimnon Bengal country words made into 
English. By this means we shall be enabled to recommend 
ourselves to the Ebglish Government and understand their 
orders ; this favor will be gratefully remembered by us and 
our pesterity for ever,” 

^'An Esglisli Qrammar, in Persian and Bengali,” by 
Dr. Mackinnon, was advertised for early publication at the 
Hoh*ble C;3mpany*8 Press, in Calcutta. — ^28rd September 1790, 

Francis Gladwin publishes (1798) an English translation 
of a^Mkteiia Medica, entitled XJlfaz Udwiyeh, (xanjuled by 
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Nouredeen Mohomcd Abdul. Lah Shirazy, physician to the 
Emperor Shahjehan. Price two gold mohurs. 

The following books published by Mr. Gladwin, are 
advertised for sale : — “ Persian Moonshee, price CO Sa. Ks. ; 
Dictionary of Mohammedan Law Rs. 30 ; System of Revenue 
Accounts Rs. 30 ; Dissertations on the Rhetorick, Prosody 
and Rhyme of the Persians Rs. 30 ; Ulfaz Udwiyeh, a medical 
dictionary Rs. 30 ; Er'^lish and Persian Vocabulary Rs. 16 ; 
Tooteenamah Rs. 16.’ Verily the cost of printing must have 
been great, or authors and publishers wanted to make their 
money fest. 

A Dictionary of the Bengalee language, first volumei 
was published at the end of October 1815. 

On the 29th November 1792, Mr. Baillie, Superinten- 
dent of the Free School informs the public that the Plan of 
Calcutta is ready for delivery. “He regrets that many 
unforeseen though unavoidable incidents have greatly re- 
tarded the publication, and particularly in waiting many 
months in the expectation that the streets in the native 
part of the town would have received new names as those in 
the European quarter have lately done.” This plan, wh}ch 
was 33 inches hy 14, points out all the streets, lanes, ghauts, 
&c. “ The public buildings are also particularly distinguished, 
though from the smallness of the scale, it was found imprac- 
ticable to lay down with any degree of distinctness every 
individual private house with its office, as they are laid down 
in the original” (from which this had been reduced,) “ which 
is on a scale of about 26^ inches to a mile, whereas the 
scale of the reduced copy is little more than inches to a 
mile.” Price 25 sicca rupees mounted on roller. 

A “ General Military Register of the Bengal Establish- * 
ment from the year 1760 to 1795” is advertised as being in 
the Press and to be issued, in 1795, at one gold mohur a 
copy. This was virtually the first Beiigal Army List^ as it 
contained “ a view of the military establishment, as it stood 
in the year 1760, and the names of all the offieers that have 
been admitted since that time alphabetically arranged under 
the respective heads of Infantry, Artillery, Engineers and 
Suigeons, showing in separate columns, the dates of their 
appointment, whether in Europe or in India, dates of promo- 
tion through all the ranks of the Army — resignations, readmis- 
sions, dismissions and restorations, together with ^casualties, 
and remarks, mentioning the times and places of their 
decease, &c., &c., as far as can be ascertained from the official 
records of the Military Department.” Mr. White was the 
author, and Mr. Thomas Livingstone, at the Mirror Press, 
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No. loS, Cliitporc Eoad, was tlio piiblifiluT. Tlie advortisor 
coinnionts on the quality of the work ho announces as 
follows It is unnecessary to conuneiit on the utility of 

a work exhibiting in a compendious form a complete view of 
the Bengal Army, from the earliest records to the present 
time. The historian and the aiitif|uary will find it an useful 
assistant iu their respective departments ; and individuals in 
general, who may be desirous of ascertaining the fate of their 
friends, relations and acqxiaintances, will be enabled from 
such a register, to gi’atily their curiosity by the most simple 
and ready reference.’" 

“ Thoughts on Duelling’" is advertised as being (in 1793) 
about t(^ be printed, and subscriptions for the work are said 
to be received at “ the Library"’ — a public library probably. 
Of the whereabouts of tliis building we have not* been able 
to find any trace. There must have been a library jmjvioug 
to this time, as we find that on the 30th of March 1792, the 
books belonging to the late Calcutta Circulating Library” 
were sold at the oieiv Court House. 

The publication by authority of the Honorable Court 
of Directors of the East Iiidia Company,” of Symes* 
“ limbassy to the Kingdom of Ava,” is announced (August 
22, 1799) at a price of fifty sa. rupees per copy. Mr. Symes 
was scMit by the Governor General of India iu the year 1795, 
to negociate a treaty of amity aiwl connnercc with the 
sovereign of Ava, “ an empire, imperfectly known, though 
important and extoiisive.” 

Dr. Patrick Russell’s “Account of Indian Serpents, 
collected on the coast of Coromandel, giving an exact descrip- 
tion, illustrated with a drawing, highly colored, of each 
species, together with experiments and remarks on their 
several poisons,’" is advertised for sale at thirty-five sicca 
mipees a copy. Also “ The thinl number of Drawings of 
Indian Plants, by Dr, Roxburgh,” price twelve sicca rui)eos. 

Edward Scott Waring advertises his forthcoming work, 
a History of the Mahrattas, to which is prefixed a History of 
the Deccan, from A. D. 1000. Subscription fifty rupees. 

The ** Mohumadan Law of Inheritance"* \yas' published 
by William Jones at sixteen sicca rupees a copy, the 
proceo^s from the sale of which he generously devoted to 
the idd of insolvent debtors. We do not suppose the proceeds 
could have ^onc a great way towards the help of these poor 
men, unlegts in those palmy days there were very few debtors 
in the jail. It must be recollected however that there w^ere 
no bankruptcy courts in 1792, and prisoners for debt languish- 
ed for years iu the jail, and some even died without being 
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able to got themsolvos relieved. Sir William Jones' help 
therefore was very comineiiiliildo. • 

Captain William Franekliii advertises the publication of 
his “History of Shah Auliiru” (1708.) 

*• With the approbation and permi.ssion of Earl Com wallis. 
Lieutenant Colebrooke proposes to publish by subscription 
twiilvc views of the most remarkablii forts and places in the 
Mysore country, from <lrawings tik(»n on the spot.” Subscrip- 
tion of caclv set one luuidred and twenty Arcot mpees. 

George Forster, of the Civil ScTvice, aniiouriO(\s tlio 
early appearance of the first volume of his “Journey from 
Bengal to England through the northern part of IixHa, 
Kashmirc, Ai'glvinistan, and Persia, and into Russia by tlio 
Caspian Sea ; sketches of Hindoo mythology, and an abbreviat- 
ed history of the Ruhlllas, Shujah-ud-dowlah and the Sikhs.” 
Price twenty-tivo sicca rupees. 

Tlie prospectus appears in 1 803, of a plan for the pnblici^- 
tion of the Memoirs of Mr. George Thomas, who by ex- 
traordinary talents and enterpri^/e, rose from an obscure 
si^iation to the rank of a general in tht3 service of the native 
powt*rs. This work Avas published by the authority of His 
Exoolloncy the Most Noble Richard Marquis WellesU‘y, 
(Jovernor General and Captain General in India, &c., &c., &c., 
by William Francklin, Captain of Infantry. Subscription 
lifty mpees. 

The “ Oriental Obituary, or a record to perpetuate the 
memory of the Dead, being an impartial compilation from 
monumental inscriptions of the tombs of those persons, 
whoso ashes are deposited in this remote part of the world,” 
is fwlvertised for sale at sa. rs. eight. The compiler of these 
sel(?ctions is in possession of a copy of this work, Messrs, 
Holmes and Co., undertakers in Calcutta , many years after- 
wards published a more complete Register under the same 
title, much of tlie information in which was obtained from 
the work noted above, which was published in J809. 

Gorace's Code of Bengal Military Regulations is adver- 
tised as for sale at the Calcutta Gazette Press, in July 1810, 
at .50 rupees jDer coj)y. 

We have in the AHiatlc Journal of June a 

review of a Avork then just ^uiblishcd, entitled “ The Bengalee; 
or Sketchesof Society and Manners in the East;” we reproduce 
the notice of it frdm the Journal above named : — It is to 
be regretted that Ave haA-e so feAv of these lively (loscri[)tioiia 
of “ Life as it is” in India. Ably delinoatcii pictures of Anglo- 
Indian manners, communicated in the convenient vehicle 
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of a wcll-constructcd talc, such, for example, as Hajji Baha, 
which so accurately pourtrays the manners of Persia, would 
tend materially to lessen the hitherto unconquerable re- 
pugnance of the public taste to oriental topics. A work of 
this nature we have just seen, which exhibits some lively and 
agreeable pictures of society among the various classes of 
Englishmen resident in the East. The work is of a miscel- 
laneous character, consisting of tales, poetry, characters, &c., 
connected loosely together by a narrative of the author’s 
supposed history, from his arrival in India, at the close of the 
last century till his return to England, on receiving a hint 
from the cholera morbws, 

** He began his career as a lover ; the deep blue eyes of 
a certain Lucinda captivated his soul ; he breathed his 
passion, and was told he must have mido a mistake. His 
disappointment made him first a misanthrope ; he was invited 
to join a Jawah club (of rejected suitors) ; he foreswore beef, 
and became almost a convert to Hindooism. From this fit 
of abstraction he was rescued by witnessing a hurricane on 
the Ganges, when a pinnace was exposed to the danger of 
being engulphed in the rapid stream ; but by the Bengalee's 
assistance sne was secured, with her passengers, one of whom, 
as might be expected, was the identical blue-eyed damsel, 
now a wife and a mother. Such is the author’s history.” 

This amusing volume was the production of Captain 
H. B. Henderson, of the Bengal Army. 

[Advt] “ Sheet Almanac for the year 1785, particularly 
adapted for Calcutta, containing the month and week days, 
holidays, sun and moon’s rising and setting, time of high- 
water at Calcutta, and a table showing the time of high- 
water at the following places throughout the year, viz., 
Pointjelly, Fulta, Culpee, Kedgeree, ludialee, Eci^em and 
Western Braces ; also a table of the Kings and Queens of Great 
Britain, a table of Remarkable Events since the creation, 
and three tables and examples for reducing Sicca Rupees 
into Arcot, Aorcot into Sicca, and Sicca into current.” 

Mr. Mackay advertises the publication of the Indian 
Calendar, containing lists of the civil and military servants, 
on the Bengal Establishment,” to which was att^hed the 
English, ludiomedan and Hindoo Almanack.” Price ten 
sicca rupees. November 1787. 

The British India Almanack” is advertised to be 
published at the ** World” press, 1793, at a price of four 
rupees a copy ; also a Sheet Almanac,” at three rupees. 

* The first volume of the Calcutta Annual Directory and 
Calendar Was published in 1801. 
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An advertisement appears on the 12th July 1804, for 
printing a “ Monthly Directory, or Civil and Military List of 
Bengar^— this was to be compiled from ofii ial docwnenh.- 
The price of the work was two rupees per meneem. 

The “ original” Calcutta Directory was published first 
in 1799, at the Morning Post office. 

VERNACULAR JHESS. 

The ra ist ancient specimen of printing m Bengalee, that 
we have, is Halhed’s Grammar, printed at Hooghly in 1778. 
Halhed was so remarkable for his proficiency in colloquial 
Bengalee, that he was known when disguised in a native areas- 
to pass as a Bengalee in assemblies of Hindbos^ The types 
for the grammar were prepared by the hands of Sir C. Wilkms, 
who by his perseverance amid many difficulties, deserves the 
title of the Caxton of Bengal. He instructed a native black- 
smith named Panchanan (a very illustrative name) in type- 
cutting, and all the native knowledge of type-cutting was 
derived from hinu One of the* eaarliest works; printed in 
Bengalee, was Carey’s translation of thi3 New Testament,, 
publislied in 1801. The life of Pratapaditya, “ the last 
King of Sagur,” published in 180^1, at Seramporo, was one of 
the first works' written iir Bengalee prose.. 

The first Bengalee newspaper, that broke in on the 
slumber of ages, and roused the natives from the torpor of 
selfishness, was the Ditrpun of Serampore, which began its 
career on the 28rd May 1818.. The Marquis of Hasting.s,. 
instead of yielding to the imaginary f^rs- of enemies to a free 
press, or continuing the previous policy of government by 
withholding political knowledge from the people, gave every 
aid to the Vurpun. Under tte regkne of the* Marquis tho 
first impulse was given to the vemacular newspaper press. 

He himself affords every encouragement to native education^ 
as he was not one of those who thought the safety of Britislv 
India depended on keeping the natives^ immersed in igno-- 
ranee. He was a man that did not shrink, in 1816, when 
addressing the students of Fort William College^from avowing 
the noble sentiment— “ It is humane — it is generous to^ 
protect the feeble ; it is meritorious to redress the injured ; 

Dut it is godlike bemnty to bestow expansion of intellect, to* 
infuse the Promethean spark into the statue, and wak/$n it 
into a man.” On the publication of the first number of the 
DtirpuUt the Marquis wrote a letter with his own hand to 
the editor, expressing his entire approval of the paper. The 
Diirpun had B, long life;: we believe it existed •for fully 
thirty years, and carried ^ont the i ri icijiles on which it 
started throughout its career.^ * 
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Rammoliun.Roy commenced in 1821 a Bengalee periodi- 
cal, called the Bmhmanical Magazine ; “ its career was 
rapid, fiery, meteoric ; and both from want of solid substance, 
and through excess of inflammarion, it scx>n exploded and 
disappeared/’ 

Almanacs form a class of works that were compiled at 
an early period in Bengalee. Previous to 1820, these were 
in manuscript, but were commenced in that year to be 
printed. The Hindoo Almanac for 1825 was printed at 
Agardwip, where the first press was established that was 
conducted by natives. 

The Chundnka newspaper started in 1821 ; it was the 
consistent advocate of thorough-going Hindoo orthodoxy. 

The Kaamadee newspaper was published in 1823 ; it 
was the oigan of Rammonun Roy, and was designed to 
counteract the influence of the Chundrika. 

The JBanga But commenced in 1829, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. R Martin, Dwarkanath Tagore, Prosomio Coomar 
Tagore, and Rammohuu Roy. 

We have thought it necessary to notice these first 
productions of the !^ngalee newspapers. Tliey increased 
rapidly in numbers ; so that in 1830, there were published in 
Calcutta sixteen newspapers ; of which three were dailies, 
one tri-weekly, two bi-weekly, seven weekly, two bi-monthly, 
and one monthly. The number of subscribers to these 
various publications was stated to be about 20,000. 

In April 1792, was published a Descriptive Poem by 
Calidas — The Seamns — in the original Sanstrit. The first 
hook that had ever been printed in that language. Price 
* 10 sicca rupees. 

With reference to the disposition of the Court of 
Directors to encourage Indian literature, as intimated in 
their despatch of the 25th May 1798, and the collection and 
preservation of oriental manuscripts and publications, the 
Court now intimated (19th June 1806) ** that the apartments 
for the oriental library being completed according to our 
intentions, have been placed under the chaige of Mr. Charles 
Wilkins, formerly of our civil service in Bengal, and that a 
oonsidorablo number of manuscripts, and printed books on 
oriental subjects, with objects of natural history and curiosity, 
have already been placed in it, among which are many 
valuable presents from individuals and puoUc bodies in this 
country.”* The public in India were invited by the Governor 
General to transmit whatever books in any of the Asiatic 
languages or other articles coming Avithin the object of the 
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HoTi'1i>te Court's xjolloction,” through the Indian gevemment 
ns presentations to the Library and Museum in Leadonhall 
Street 

The first niittiVer of a new periodioal paper under the 
title of Tlie Vakeel^ is advertised to appear on new year's day 
1813. from the Telegraph office, Tank square, to be continued 
on the 1st and loth of each month. 

A native newspaper, published In the Persian language 
and under the title of the Shents al AMibar, terminated its 
career in 1827, the editor having discovered that he had got 
too far before “ the age,’’ to realise his visionary dreams of 
improving and eiilighteuhig his countrymen, or even to earn 
i.'iirry-bhat by his vocation. “ Be it known to all men,” says 
he — “that from the time this paper, the Shema al Akhbwi\ 
was established by me, to the present day, which is now 
about five years, 1 have gained nothing by it except vexation 
and disappointment, notwithstanding what idle and ignorant 
babblers may please to assert The inability of the public 
in the present day to appreciate desert, and their iiidifierenoe 
to the exhausting and painful exertions made in their cause, 
verify the verse : ' I have consumed, and my dames have 
not been seen ; like the lamps in a moonlight night, I have 
burnt away unheeded.' It is time, therefore, to desist, and, 
withdrawing my hand from all further concern with this 
paper, I have determined to repose on the couch of conclu* 
sion.” 

The Megha Data or CUmd Messenger, a poem in the 
Sanskrit language, with a translation into English verse, by 
Horace Hayman Wilson, was published at the close of 1813, 
price Sa. Rs. 16. 

In the early part of 1831, a weekly paper, edited by 
natives, and entitled the Reformer, was started in Calcutta. 
We copy the editor’s "address to our countrymen,” which 
is unique, and shows the state of education then prevalent 
among the natives, and how ready they were to take 
advantage of the liberty which the fourth estate enjoyed 
under me government of Lord William Bentinck. The 
" address to our countrymen,” appears in No, 2 of the 
Reformer in 1831 

" It is indeed gratifying to my feelinga to observe* that 
in proportion as our understandings expand, as our feclinj^ take 
the right course, and as our min^ shake off the shackles of 
ignorance and superstition, means are taken b^ those to 
whose zeal in this good cause the native community are not 
a little indebted for raising them towards the meridian ^ all 
that is good and great Whatever may be the opinion of 
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those who advocate the contimiance of the state of things as 
they are, there will come a time when prejudice, however 
<leep and ramified its roots are reckoned to be, will droop, 
and eventually wither away before the benign radiance of 
liberty and truth. 

** It is not on a mere theoretical presumption that we 
raise this great and noble fabric of what must be estiniate^I 
the only means of happiness to mankind . The influence of 
liberty ai>d truth has spread and is spreading far and wide, 
and nothing can check its course. There was a time when 
the natives of this country were looked upon as a race of 
unprincipled and ignorant people, void of all the qualities 
that separate the human from the brute creation. But look 
.at the contrast now. Is it possible that at the present day 
an impeachment of such a dark character will be allowed to 
bear the slightest colour of truth ? 

“ The retrospect is indeed sad — pitiable ; but we have 
relinquishedithe notions that had macle it so. We are, as it 
were, regenerated in the light and by the influence of 
principles, that'testify the truth of our being made after the 
image of our Maker. Our ideas do not range now on the 
mere surface of things. We have commenc^ probing, and 
will probe on, till we discover that which will make us feel 
we are men in common with others, and, like them, cajmble 
of being good, great, and noble. We have been sufficiently 
degraded and despised, and will no longer bear the stigma. 
We cast off prejudice, and all its concomitants as objects 
abhorrent to the principles which are calculated to ennoble 
us before the world.” 

** Assisted by the light of reason, we have the gladdening 
* prospect before us, of soon coming to that standard of civiliza- 
tion, which has established the prosperity of the European 
nations. Let us then, mv countrymen, pursue with diligence 
and care, the track laid down by these glorious nations. Let 
us follow the ensign of liberty and truth, and, emulating 
their wisdom their virtues, be in our turn the guiding 
needle to those who are blinded by the gloom of ignorance 
and superstition.” 

BENGALEE LITERATUKE. 

I^rendra Krishna Dutt gives us in the Bengal Metgazins 
an account of the rise and progress of Bengalee literature, 
which we have appropmted with some alterations. 

Bengalee literature commenced at about the same time 
with that of England; and the earliest Indian writers 
appeured just when Chaucer and Gower were writing in Eng- 
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land. But while, owing to the earl^ introduction of the art of 
printing in England, we are acquainted with the main facts 
connected with the rise and progress of English literature, 
and the transitions it has undergone, we are almost coni- 

f iletely in the dark as regards the early stages of Bengalee 
iterature; since the art of printing has been made use of in 
Benfal only in modern times. We know nothing of the 
lives of ancient authors ; and the only lights that we get in 
our enquiry consist of small passages in their own writingt> 
which have come down to us in a mutilated and interpolated 
form. As regards the lang\iages, a chronological review of 
the works oi the Bengalee writers slowly leads us from a 
crude form of the Hindee, which prevailed in Bengal in the 
14th century, to the polished Bengalee of Iswar Chandra 
Vidyasagar. 

Vidyapati is the name of the earliest poet, — the Chaucer 
of Bengal. Only a few of his songs have come down to us. 
He wrote about 1389 A. D., and his language is a crude 
form of Hindee. From his writings it appears that he was a 
follower of Krishna. Contemporaneously with him there 
lived another poet — Chandi Has. Of him we know nothing, 
except that his name was mentioned by Vidyapati in liis 
songs. He too was a follower of Krishna. 

From the earliest times the literature of Bengal may be 
appropriately divided into two classes, viz. the Tantrika and 
the Bhagvat; — the former school of poets being the worship- 
pers of Sakti, and the latter the worshippers of Krishna. 
Tlie Tantrikas worshipped Sakti, i. c. a female representation 
of the Creative Power, but the worship degenerated into 
debauchery, and the works and lives of the Tantrikas of 
later days are characterized by lewdne.ss and immorality. 
The Bhagvat school began long before the time of Chaitanya, 
but that great refomer swellea the tide of protests against 
Tantrika morality, md from his time the Yaishnava religion 
gained strength. 

The history of Bengalee literature is lost* in confusion 
for over a hundred years after the time of Vidyapati, and all 
that we can discover are a few glimmering stars twinkling 
in the distance of time. Thus the dark age of Bengalee 
literature c<srresponds wiUr the dark age of Ehglish 
Uteratwe, both occupying the entire 15th. century of the 
Christian era. About the beginni^^of the 16th centuiy^ 
when Luther was thundering in Europe, Chaitanya began 
his work of reformation in Bengal, and the literatute of his 
period presents us with a mass of Kirtana or songs of 
praitfe of Eiisbna. It was at this period that Krishna lias 
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Kaviraj wrote the Chaitanya-Charitamritay or the nectar ot 
the life of Chaitanya. The language of this book is compara^ 
tiyely free frotn the Hindee element, and the work describes 
with sincere eulogium the work of the great reformer. 

The bright reign of Elizabeth in England was con- 
temporaneous with the gorgeous reign of Akbar in India* 
and the causes which led to activity of thought and ^tion 
in England at this period operated at the same time at 
which the wholesome reforms brought about by Todar Mai 
induced a similar activity of the intellect in Bengal. To 
complete our comparison, we need only mention that Kirtibaa 
and Kasiram Das, — the two 'poets whose names are most 
widely known and dearly cherished through the length and 
breadth of Bengal, wrote precisely at the times when 
Shakespear and Milton wrote in England, respectively. 

On the life and acts of Kirtibas we have a very meagre 
account He was born in Foolia, a village near Santipur 
in the classic soil of Nuddea ; and he descrn3es himself as the 
grandson of Murari Ojah, a well known exorcist He flourish- 
ed at the end of the 16th century, and his great work, as 
ev^ry body knows, is the translation of the l^mayana from 
the Sanskrit We are told however that he did not know 
Sanskrit, and that he gleaned the story from the speakers 
or minstrels who, from a very remote period, used to chant 
and explain mytholc^ical stories from the Sanskrit to the 
assembled people. The language of Kirtibas's version of the 
Ramayana is i^ost entirely free from the Hindee element, 
and is simple and easy, and void of art. At the same time it 
displays graphic power of descriptiian as well as tenderness 
and pathos. 

It waa at this time that the Bengalee language was 
undergoing a great change. The great Akbar with the 
intention of consolidating his empire introduced the system 
of l^stowing responsible posts on tne Hfbdu inhabitants of 
Bengal, and this necessitated the cultivation of the Persian 
tongue by the native Hindis. Todar Mai’s new system of 
land administration also flood^ the Bengalee tongue witlp^ 
Persian words, and up to this time the langu^e of the Court 
and the language of the zemindar’s sheiista are full of 
Persian words. t , n 

It was at this time that Makunda Bam Chakravarti 
lived and wrote, and s^e of his works are saturated with 
Persian. The poet was born in Damunya, a village in the 
district of Bura wan. ** The strength of Mat^unda Bam lay in 
imaginative description, and he has given us an account of 
the manners and customs of that period. He is said to We 
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invented charades and enigmas ; his descriptions are natural 
and appropriate, and his love, scenes are singularly devoid df 
obscene hr vulgar expressions. The popular praise ol Ganga 
in Bengalee is attributed to him, but we do not find it in hia 
works. He flourished about 1620 A. D. 

The next poet of note is Kasi Ram Das, the tran.slator 
of the Mahabharata. He was bom in Siddhigmm in the 
district of Hoogly, and was a Kayastha by birth. There 
is a tradition that he lived to complete only tnree books and 
a part of the 4th out of the 18 books of the Mahabharata, — 
and that his son-in-law did the rest. The Mahabharata is 
perhaps the most popular book with the matrons of Bengal. 
Kasi Ram Das wrote about the middle or close of the 17 th 
century. 

The melodious and pathetic songs of Ram Prasad Sen 
must ever overwhelm every feeling heart with sadness and 
woe. This genuine but unpretending poet was born in 
Halishaher Pergunna in a village called Kamarhatea, and 
was a Vaidya by caste. In 1723 A. D. he became a Sircar, 
i. e. account keeper to a gentleman of aflluence. But yield- 
ing to the strong propensities of his nature he wrote poems 
and songs in the account books, which offended the head 
sircar, who produced the books to the master. The master, 
it would seem, was a man of feeling and good taste, and 
instead of censuring the bad accountwt loved the genuine 
poet, and allowed him 30 Rs. per mensem that he might 
indulge his natural propensities and write poetry and scngs. 
Thus honored Ram Pras^ retired to his native village, and 
became known to several jaira-wallaa, who paid him for his 
touching songs. But Ram Prasad was a poet to the bottom 
of his heart, and his soul was full of chanty and melted at 
the sight of woe, so that though he had a tolerably decent 
income he could not save a pxce, and was often in distress. 
While thus living in retirement he became acquainted with 
the munificent Ram Krishna Chandra Raya of Nadiya, who 
was so pleased with his life and his songs, that ^e gave him 
14 bighas of Lakhraj lands, and bestowed on him tne title of 
Kavi Kanjan for having composed a poem, the VidgaSundara, 
which is now lost. On one occasion the poet accompanied 
the Raja to Moorshedabad. ) 

Like other Tantrika poets he was addicted to drink, lut 
when reproved .he replied in a most feeling and touching 
song that he was not drunk, but that his soul was drunk with 
the love of Sakti, ^He died in 1762, — it is said by* jumping 
into the river Ganges with an image of Kali, which was 
thrown in after the ceremony of the ptvja was over. * 
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We neKt come to the reaoivned poet Bharat Chandra 
liaya. He was the greatest ornament of the court of 
the renowned Raj Krishna Chandra Raya of Nadiya; who 
favoured him highly and ^ve him some lands near Mulojor, 
where Bharat retired in his after life. His principal work is 
the Aniiada Mangala, of which the Vidya Su'ifdara is the 
most famous. The Bengalee language owes much of its 
sweetness and richness to this poet, who was singularly 
happy in the expressions he used. 

We pass over a long list of minor poets, and only stop 
to mention the name ol the great Ram Mohan Raya. The 
impetus which he and his followers have given to the proso 
literature of Bengal must be thankfully acknowledged by 
every one. As a poet, Ram Mohan Raya wrote some songs 
wliich are full of feei ng and moral sentiment. 

Madan Mohan Tarkalankar was a more thorough poetr 
He was bom in 1816, and served the British Government as 
a Deputy Magistrate. His beautiful poetry is appreciated 
and read by every educated Bengalee, lie died in 1858. 

Iswar Chandra Gupta bears a still nobler name in the 
aiftials of the poetic literature of Bengal. He was born in 
1810 in the village of Kanchrapara on the Hoogly — almost 
opposite to the town of Hoogly, and was a Vaidya by caste. 
He contributed very largely to the formation of the prose 
literature of Bengal — himself conducting some of the earliest 
and best conducted newspapers of the country. His poetic 
talents were first called into play by his animosity towards 
Gauri Sankara Bhattacharjya, — ^better known as Gur Guri 
Bhattacharjya ; and the rival effusions of these two poet? 
may well form a chapter in the annals of literary disputes. 
It was about 1848, that we find Iswar Chandra Gupta 
writing the Hita Prabhakar, Prabodha Prabhakar, the 
Bodhendu Bikas, and a lot of other books and periodicals. He 
died in 1869. 

Of the writing of Madhu Sudan Datta we shall say but 
little. , He ^as bora in the district of Jessore by the 
banks of the Kabatakkha, which he has immortalized in song, 
and after completing his education here, went to England 
and was called to the bar. He began his practice at the 
Calciitta bar with good success, but a genuine pioet thi^t he 
was, ^ was ill suited for the legal profession. His last yearn 
we^|lp|>ent in penury^ and he died deeply lamented ^ 
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TRANSX.ATIONS OF POPULAR TERXACULAU SONGS. 

Taza Ba Taza. By Ilafiz, 

Singer, O sing ’with all thine art,- 

Straina ever charming, sweetly new j 
Seek for the wine that opes the heart. 

Ever more sparkling^ brightly new f 

‘With thine own loved one like a toy,- 
Seated apart in heavenly joy, 

Snatch from her Hp« ki«.«r after kiss,- 
Momently still renew the bliss '/ 

Boy with the silver anklets, briiig 
Wine to inspire me as t sing ;■ 
itasten to pour in goblet bright 
Nectar of Shiraz, soul's delighf. 

Life is but life, and pleasure's thine ; 

Long as thou quaff'st the quick’ ning wine 
Pour out the flagon’s nectary wealth, 

Drink to thy loved one many a health, 

‘I’hou who hast stole my heart away. 

Darling, for me thy charms display ;• 

Deck and adorn thy youth's soft blooiiiv 
Use each fair dye and sweet perfume. 

Zephyr of morn, when passing by 
Bow'r of my love, this messxtge sigfi’i 
Strains from her Hafiz fond and true. 

Strains still more sparkling,- sWeetly new I 

Song, from the Cashmerian. 

A correspondent writing to the Calcutta Gazette on the” 
0th June 1808, says — Happening to attend a Caishmerian 
nautch a few nights ago, I was struck with the melody and 
«iffect of one of the native ail's, which so much attracted my 
attention that I procured a c(my and Version of the original 
song. The original is in the Cashmeree language, and the 
Version has only the merJt of being faithful : — 

0 say Ilshat present from! your hand 
Has reached me save caresses bland ; 

And oh f was present e'er so dear 
As love's soft whispers to my ear. 

Mark, in affliction’s sad decay. 

How this poor frame wastes fast away ; 

I languish, faint, from eve to morn, 

Nor taste of food one barley-ooin ; 

'When death thy cruelty shall bring. 

Then wilt thou feel the scorpion's sting. 

Thou, nghy martial cavalier. 

All open force dfiadain'st to fear^ 

Of wiles of love not well aware; 

Now art thou toiled into the snare f 
My rival's false insidious art 
Prevails, and triumphs o'er thy h^art. 
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Bengalee 'Poem. 

^i£*re*« nne whose charms have pierced my bre:uit, imd set my heiri in flame; 
if er father’s only daughter she, and Veedya i« her name. 

' Tis not fur me those charms to tell : O ! would she were but mine 1 
Thoiigh mortal liardly dare aspire to one almost divine^ 

Tjiey say that Love has never shown his shape to human eye^ 
xet who Lehotdrt niy Veedya, will the face of Love descry. 

Jfer (hizzliug beauty if the god at any time shoi.hl see, 

J fe.ir^ alas ! that liam himself my rival soon wotiJd be. 

I’ll write her Bongs, and pour my love-sick Btr.iins into her ear, 

The sacred odes of Nuddea shall my Veedya often hear ; 

O would I were a bird that sung in Vriddadiro’s green grove! 

3^fy notes might please the dainty ear of her I dearly love. 

Aly Veedya’s beauty fills my head — I study nought beside ; 
jMy Veetlya’rt name I dwell upon from morn till even-tide t 
She only iis my every hope, my wish, my aim, my end; 

My oi-ifioDs to Veedya and to her alone ascend. 

Street Ballad. 

The following is a translation of a native ballad of Nuzeer^ 
which is very |)opular among the poor in Indian crowds at 
inelas, izc. 

IVithont a penny — be content tosscrape up dirty erumhe^ 
tTith a penny —pick and choose^ for every d.iiiity comes^ 

Ai ithout a [Hinny — on the ground lay down your restless head. 

With a penny — like a king, loll on a feather bed. 

Oh ! pennies are *mo 0 g worldly things the most esteemed of any, 
And the penny less pour wretch is valued — less than half a penny. 

A Poem by Khwaja Hafiz. 

During Mafamood Shah’s reim the poets of Arabia and 
Persia resorted to the Deccan, and partook of his liberality. 
Meer Feiz Oollah Anjoo, who presided on the seat of justice, 
once j>resenting the king with an ode, received a thousand 
pieces of gold, and was permitted to retire to his own country, 
loaded with wealth and distinction. The fame of the king’s 
taste, his affability and munificence spread so widely, that 
the celebrated poet of Shiraz, Khwaja Hafiz, determined to 
visit the Deccan, bift was prevented by a train of accidents, 
Avhich are thus related. Meer Feiz Oollah Anjoo sent to 
this famous poet a present from the kin^and a letter from 
himself, promfeiugi if he would come to ^oolburga he should 
be handsomely rewarded, and have safe oonauct back to 
Shiraz. Hafiz, from these kind assurances, consented, and 
leaving quitted Shiraz, arrived safely at Lar, where he 
assist^ a friend who had been robbed, with part of his 
ready money. From Lar he was accompanied to Ormus by 
Khwaja Zcin-ool-Abid-Deen, Hamdany and Khwega Maho* 
ined Kaziroony, who were also going to visit Hindoostan. 
With these persons he took shipping in one of the royal 
vessels, which had arrived at Ormus from the Deccan, but it 
had scarcely weighed anchor when a gale of wind arose, and 
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the ship was in danger, and returned to port. Hafiz suffered 
so much during the storm, that he insisted on being pt!lt 
ashore, and abandoned his voyage. Having written the 
following verses, ho delivered them to his companions to be 
given to Feiz Oollah Anjoo, after which he returned to 
Shiraz : — 

Cin all tbe gold the world 

Though puiired by Kot tune's bounteous hand^ 

Repay me for the joys I lose, 

The breezes of my native land I 
My frietids exclaimed, * Oh ! stay at home. 

Nor quit this once-beloved spot ; 

W hnt folly tempts thee thus to roam— 

To quit Shiraz — desert thy cot ? 

. * Yon loyal court will ill repay. 

Though all its gorgeous wealth be given. 

The bles-'iniis which you cast away. 

Health and content, the gifts of heaven V 
The glare of gems confused my sight — 

The ocean'e roar I ne'er had heard ; 

But now that L can feel aright, 
t freely own Iww I have erred. 

Though splendid promises were mads. 

How could I such a dotard prove. 

Now could I leave my natal glade. 

Its wines, .ind all the friends I dove I 
Hafiz abjures the royal court— 

Let him Imt have content and health ; 

Fur w'hat to him can gold import, 

Who scorns th<rpaths of worldly wealth ! 

When Feiz Oollah received this poem, he read it to the 
King, who was much pleased: and observeil, that as Hafiz 
had set out with the intention of visiting him, he felt it 
incumbent not to leave him without proofs of his liberality. 
He therefore entrusted a thousand pieces of gold to M ahomed • 
Kasim Meshidy, one of the learned men at Koolburga, to 
purchase whatsoever, among the productions of India, was 
likely to prove most accept^le, in order to send them to the 
poet at Shiraz. 

The Nuutch GirVs So'i'ig. 

The following is a translation of a well known Gaz V 
of Hafiz, which is often sung by the nautch girls in Bengal « 

Whilst banished from my Ioto I pine, 

Ask me not what pangs are mine ; 

And ask me not the fair one's name, 

Whose mstohless charms my heart inflame. 

Ask me, O ask me not to tell 
How many bitter tear drops fell, 

When my fond eyes last saw her face, 

And her retiring steps did trace. 

Nor ask me basely to betray 
Tlis tender words the maid did say ; 
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Or ir‘ her lip I <lare«l to press, 

Ask unt H.iiii to coiifesB. 

JJojimed now to luirse cteruil care, 

0 auk not what »»y sorrows are ; 

All exile from the charmer’s jrafe, 

Wlidt tongue CAU tell uiy wretched state ! 

WOUKING OF TllK CKNSOJtSHIP. 

It is known that the Hindoos and Chinese contend 
tlie invention of the press. It was first brought into use in 
India by the Portuguese, who established some presses at Coa 

The first newspaper started in Calcutta, as we have 
already stated, was, the Bengal Guzeite on the 29th January 
J780. Mr. M. Hickey was the proprietor and publisher. If 
;anv one desire to satisfy himself of the low moral tone of 
society in Calcutta at that period, lot him turn over the 
pages of that paper. It is full of infamous scandals 
— in some places so disguised as to be (ikiiost unintelligiblo 
to the reader of the present day, but in others set forth 
broadly and immistakeably; and with a relish not to be 
concealed. Many of the worst libels appear in the fcim of 
fictitious race meetings, law cafes, warlike engagements; or 
ar6 set forth in the shape of adveitiscments. -Asthis jeuii t\\ 
teems with vile abuse of Warren Hastings andhisccadjutois, 
it is not unlikely that the project was promoted, or at all 
events countenanced, by the powerful clique oj pcsod to the 
Governor General, namely Messrs. Philip I^iancis and Co. 

The Bengal Gazette possessed all the venom for which 
IVancis was noted, but lacked the ability of that gifted 
writer. As an example of the scurrilous attacks against the 
Governor General and his friends, we shall quote the dramatis 
personce of a Playbill Extraordinary ' inserted in its columns. 
There Warren Hastings figures as “ Don Quixote fighting 
^yith windmills, by the Great Mogul, commonly called the 
Tyger of War”; Impey as “Judge Jeffreys, by the Ven’ble 
Poolbudy;” Ohamhers as “Sir Limber, by Sir Viner Pliant”; 
Justice Hyde ^ “Justice Balance, by Cram Turkey,” and the 
Eev. W. Johnson, the senior chaplain of the settlement, as 
“Judas Iscariot touching the forty pieces, by the Rev, Mr, 
Tally Ho!” The Grand Jury— this, of course, refers to 
Nund^umaris trial— are represented as “ Slaves, Train-bearers, 
Toad-eaters, and Sycophants,” albeit they were composed of 
independent gentlemen, n^erchants, &c., and among them 
was benevolent Charles Weston, who benefitted many and 
wronged pone, whether Europeans or Natives. Hickey des- 
cribes himself there as ” Cato, also the True-born English- 
mauer^ 
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The J)la.y is stated to be “A Tragedy, called Tyranny 
in Full Bloom, or the Devil to Pay/' Even poor Lady 
Impey was dragged in aad insultingly alluded to thus: ‘"Card 
Lasses and Pluckings at Lady Poolbudy’s Routs.” Ihis was 
the style of vulgar lampoon indtilge<l in by tlie Ikoigal 
Gazette regarding the then head of the Govemmont and the 
principal personages belonging to it. 

The advertisements, published in Hickey's GazettCy con- 
clusively prove that Calcutta folks then had many amuse- 
ments. The very first number mentions that, at the Calcutta 
Theatre, on an early date, would be acted the comedy of the 
“Beaux Stratagem,” and that the Calcutta Races would bo 
run ; one of the jirizos to be run for is stated to be “ the 
subscription plate, value 2,000 sicca rupees.” 

It is but fair to state that Hickey did not merely publish 
libellous articles against Hastings and his jiartisans; he 
slandered every one and any one he disliked right louiid. 
Even young ladles were most offensively alluded to under 
different soiihriquetsy which rnlist have been transparent to 
every one composing the “Society of Calcutta” at that tune. 
Among others, brought forward to the notice of the public, 
wag one named “ Hookah Turban, ” said to be aMiss Wrangham, 
Goutleiren arc, of course, similarly dealt with, and one Mr, 
Tailor figures in an unenviable light frequently as “Mr, 
Darzi.” Such slanders being cast broadcast, it is not surpris- 
ing to learn that those whom Mr. Hickey maligned did not 
submit tamely to insult as this paragraph will show — 

“ Mr. Hickey thinks it a duty incumbent on him to inform 
his friends in particular, and the public in general, that an 
attempt was made to assassinate him last Thursday morning, 
between the hours of one and two o’clock, by two armed * 
Europeans, aided and assisted by a Moorman. Mr. H. is 
obliged to postpone the particulars at present for want of 
room, but they shall be inserted the first opportunity.” 

Four years later, or in March 4, 1784, a semi-official 
organ, named the Calcutta Gazette came 4nto existence^ 
under the editorship of Mr. Francis Gladwin,, which the 
Governor General, Mr. Warren Hastings, and his council, de- 
clared to be published “ under their sanction and authority/* 

It is impossible to turn over the Indian journals of 1788, 
and the few following years, immediately after laying down 
those of 1780-81, without being struck with the very different 
kind of reading which the society had begun to rejish. The 
journals of 1788 are highly decorous and respectable. They 
contain no private slander, no scurrilous invective, no •gross 
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obscenity. The papers abound in descriptions of balls and 
plays, but in them is nothing ofFensive. 

The journals of 1793 were as regardful of the feelings 
of society as those of the present day ; they were scrupulously 
courteous to individuals, and delicately fearful of giving 
offence. 

No restriction was placed on writing until 1798, Up to 
that time the press in India was on the same footing with 
the press in England ; with this exception, that the Governor 
General might take away the license of any individual, and 

{ )revent him from remaining in India; not the press license, 
)ut the license under which his residence was allowed. In 
all othei respects the press was the same as in England. 

Mr. Hickey was, in the time of Warren Hastings, tried 
and condemned for a libel ; but he was afterwards forgiven 
by his prosecutor. Colonel Duane, a gentleman who after- 
wards signalized himself in America, was banished by the 
Marquis Cornwallis ; and Dr. Maclean, another distinguished 
individual was sent away by the Marquis Wellesley. This 
led to a censorship, which was never registereil in the 
Supreme Court. But, as the Governor General possessed 
the power to remove any individual, he exercised that power 
to fix restraints on the press ; and thus the censorship was 
established. 

As an evidence of the working of the censorship which 
then existed on the Press, the following paragraph from the 
Calcutta Gazette^ the Government organ, on the 10th 
February 1785, will be of interest: “ We are directed by the 
Honorable the Governor General and Council to express 
^ their entire disapprobation of some extracts fcota English 
newspapers which appeared in this paper, during a short 
period when the editor was under the necessity of entrusting 
to other hands the superintendence of the Press.” How 
puerile for the Government of the day to disapprove of ex- 
tracts from English newspapers ; had the paragraphs objected 
to been Calcutta editorals, there might have been some 
reason in the disapproval It must have been a difficult 
matter surely to steer clear of shoals and rocks under such a 
despotic Government 

li. 1818, the Marquis of Hastings abolished that censor- 
ship. The restrictions or reg^l^ioBs which the Marquis of 
Hastings imposed in lieu of the censorship were never 
remstered.^ They only operated through the Governor ^ne- 
roi (without the concurrence of his council), in whose hwdi 
were placed the power of banishing any European he might 
think fit ; but it remained a dead letter during the whole 



of Lord Hastings’ administration ; the consequence was, that 
while the noble Marquis governed, the press was j e/fectly 
free. In that time seven newspapers were established. 

It was no longer necessary to submit the proofs of a 
newspaper to the secretary to Government before publication ; 
but still there were considerable restrictive rules imposed on 
the press, which were communicated to the editors in the 
following official letter: — “His Excellency the Governor 
General in Council having been pleased to revise the exist- 
ing regulations regarding the control exercised by the Govern- 
ment over the newspapers, I am directed to communicate to 
you, for your information and guidance, the following 
resolutions passed by His Lordship in Council. The editors 
of newspapers are prohibited from publishing any matter 
coming under the following heads: — 1st. Animadversions 
on the measures and proceedings of the Honorable Court of 
Directors or other public authorities in England connected 
with the Government of India, or disquisitions on political 
transactions of the local administration, or offensive remarks 
levelled at the public conduct of the members of the council, 
of the judges of the Supreme Court, or of the Lord Bishop 
of Calcutta. 2tul. Discussions having a tendency to crekte 
alarm or suspicion among the native population, of any 
intended interference with their religious opinions or obser- 
vances, 3rd. The re-publication from English or other 
newspapers of passages coming under any of tne above heads, 
or otherwise calculated to affect the British power or reputa- 
tion in India. 4th. Private scandal, and personal remarks on 
individuals, tending to excite dissension in society.” 

The question of restrictions of the press of India (English 
newspapers of course,) was the subject of an animated debate 
in the House of Commons. On the 2l8t of March, 1811, 
Lord A. Hamilton moved “ for copies of all orders, regulations, 
rules and directions promulgate in India since the year 
1797, regarding the restraint of the press at the three pre- 
sidencies of &ngal, Madras, and Bombay, ^hether acted 
upon by the Government there, or sent out by the Court of 
Directors or the Board of (Tontrol. His object, he explained, 
was not to find fault with any of the regulations to which 
his motion referred, but merely that an opportunity m^ht be 
afforded of knowing what were the laws in existence upon the 
subject, and also u^n what authority they had been estab- 
lished. By the existing regulations he understood no news- 
paper could be publishra in India which had not ^previously 
recdived the sanction of Government, on the penalty of 
imihediate embarkation for Europe. The Secretary cd* the 
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( lovoni i^ont, in nL*\vs]);i|) ts, N\n.s to y>roveiit all ('!)- 

{^'rviitiuiis tlio puhlic* n‘V<‘nues aiul tiiuuu-os uttho 

country ; all observations respoeting the cinbaikatiuns on 
boani-lnp ofstores or expeditions and their dost inat ion, whe- 
ther they beluniii^ed to tlie (’(»inpany or to Ku!op(‘ : all state*- 
inents of tlu' pr(>l)ability of war or peace between tliet'oin- 
])any and native Powers; all obsei vat Ions cale\ilat(‘d to 
convey information to tlie enemy ; and tJie n‘j)ul)lieation of 
])ara^o‘a])hs from the Kuropenn papei-s wdiieli liiieht bi‘ likt'jy to- 
ex(*ite dissatisfaetioii or diseontiait in tln^ ( \)m*])any’s tt'rritories. 
It tin" [)re,ss w’as to be prt"/('nte(l fnnn ])ublishino aii\ tliinL( on 
all these ln'ads, ln‘ (Lord A. llaTnilton) was at a'h.'^s to know 
wliat subject was left ojx'n to it." The motion was ()p])ose(t 
l>y Mr. Dnndas, who saitl that “the lord siaaned 

to infer that n<» lestraint shoidd be* placed upon the pn^ss in 
India. If such w\%s liis nn-anino* ht^ must say that a. wdlder 
sclienu" nov(‘r eiit(‘it'd into tin* imagination of man tlian that 
of r(\on1atim^ the Indian ])n‘ss similarly to tin* Knolish. 'Idn^n" 
could be no doubt that tin* \a*rv (lovci’iinnsit. would be 
sliakeii to its foundati<in if uiirK*ensed publications wau'e 
allowed to einailate o\('r the c(»Titinent oi* 1 1 induct an. 'fhere 
coidd be but tw’o desci‘i|:t ions of pel so ns in India- tln^sc* wlnr 
W('))t to tliat country with tin* lic(‘nse of tln^ ( 'om]>any and 
tliosc' who lived in it.s a<‘lual servici^ ; and tliere could bij no 
doubt whatcv(*r that the C'om[>any had a rigid, to lay any 
r(‘gnlation it pl(*as(‘d on those wdio cliosi*. to liv(^ under its 
]iower, and wlio when th(*y w'eid into its territories kinnv 
the* conilition.s of submi.s.siou to its authority on wdiicli their 
stay d(‘pt‘nd(‘d. ” In tlie course of rhe di.seussion whi(*h follow- 
vd Sir Thomas Tmton s^ioke in a strain of severe sarcasm* 
on the. ])riuciph*s of our govi'nunent in India. He fully 
* agreed tliat so delightful a jilant as tin* liberty of the ]>ress 
could never flomisli in tlie sterile .s^nl of despotism. “Why/’ 
he asked, “ sho\ild you give ludiaus the advantage of know- 
ledge? You would only tliereby be giving them the means 
of detecting your own injuvstice. You have ransacked their 
country, you hjtvc despoiletl its people, you have murdered 
their princes ; and, of rour.se, for your owui protection, you 
must keep them deluded, deceive<l and ignorant. You might 
as well tell me of the liberty of the })ress in Morocco and 
Algiers as under your government in India. According ta 
the right honorable gentleman, the i>eoplc of India are 
(•(uisidered as nothing. If su(‘h is your principle, to keep 
them ignorant is as much your policy as to keep them 
enslaved lias been your crime.” Ultimately Lord A. Hamilton’s 
motion was rejected, on a division, by a majority of 53< 
against 18. An argument used against it by one of it® 
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opponents was as ingenious as it was unansweral»l.\ 

ty of the press was,” he stated, “for the preservation of 
fo^eedoin ; but as there, was no “freedoiu in India to preserve, 

. there was no occasion for liberty of the press.” 

Mr. Buckingham took charge of the Calmtta Jimrnal in 
1818. It was his misfortune early in 1819 to incur the* 
displeasure of the Governor General. The first offence given 
by Mr. Buckingham was as folLws :—" We Ifave received a* 
k3tter from Madras, with a deep mourning border, announcing 
the fact that Mr. Elliott is continued in his presidency of* 
Madras for three years longer; This appointment is regarded* 
as a public calamity m Madras, and we fear it will be looked, 
upon in no other light thi’oughout India generally.” But this- 
was not the only offence committed j^in Mr. Buckingham’s pa- - 
per there appeared many other paragraphs said to be calculated^ 
to create discontent, and alienate the affections and allegiance 
of the natives of that vast empire. The Oalcuita Joivmat' 
had a large circulation. Mr, B. received repeated wain’ugs 
from the Government, for inserting articles injurious to the 
interests* of the East India* Company.. Amongst others was 
an attack upon the Bishop of Calcutta, and tiro Bkhop aj)- 

E ealed to the Government. Upon one occasion proceediiiga 
ad been instituted against Mr. B. in the Supreme Court, 
and a true bill found against him, yet Mr. B. wont on pub- 
lishing articles, attacking even the grand jury which had 
found’ the bill. While those proceedings were in progress, 
one judge was removed to Madras, another wont home, and 
Sir Francis Macnai hten thought it best to postpone the in- 
quiry. Sir Henry Biosset at length arrived, hut his death 
shortly after ca-used the quieation to he postponed. Mr. 
Buckingham however oontinued* his attacks on Government. 

On the 15th March 1823, Mr. Money, the Standing Coun- 
sel to the Company, laid before the Supreme Court, a “ Rule 
framed by the Honorable the Governor General in Council, 
to regulate the future publication of newspapers, &c. within 
the settlement of Fort William.” The rule commenced as 
follows : — 

V Whereas articles tending to bring the Government of th’s 
country as by law established, into Uaired and contempt, and 
to disturb the peace, harmony, and good order of society^ have 
of late been frequently printed and circulated in newspapers 
and other papers, published in Calcutta, for the prevention 
whereof it is deemed expedient to regulate by law the print- 
ing dnd publication within the setUement of Foil; ^Wil iam, 
in Bengal, of newspapers, and of all magazines, registers, 
pamphlets and other printed books and papers, in an^ .jau; 
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gua^e or character published periodically, containing or ptir- 
porting to contain public news and intelligence, or strictures 
on the acts, measures and proceedings of Governinont, or any 
political events or translations whatsoever, 

On its being read Mr. Fergusson, on behalf of the prin- 
cipal })roprietor of the Calcutta Journal opposed its registra- 
tion as being “ repugnant to the laws of the realm. ” On the 
‘list March the arguments of the learned counsel were heard. 
Sir Francis Macnaghteii was the presiding judge. After the 
jnerits and demerits of the Governor General’s order had been 
gone into b) the Government advocate, as well as the oppos- 
ing counsel, the Judge gave a lengthy oyjinion on the ques- 
tion. Here is the only irnpoiiant part which adverts to the 
liberty of the Press: — “It appears to me to be assumed in 
the argument that Calcutta is as free a laud as England. 
Whether it be advisable for the liberties of England, or for the 
inhabitants of Calcutta, to grant a free constitution to India. 

J shall never enquire, but I shall always rejoice at the spread 
of liberty. I know that many are of opinion that India is a 
proper country for the introduction of the same liberties as 
those enjoyed by Englishmen at home, but I also know that 
otfchers arc of quite a different opinion. Among these Sir 
William Jones, a zealous and ardent lover of liberty, is one; 
and says that the introduction of liberty iiito India would be 
worse than the most odious tyranny. If we are to have 
a free constitution in India, I shall be glad if any one 
Avho can do so, will tell me upon what principle we can 
found our right to it. I must own 1 do not know the text 
or the comment. I confess I am at a loss whence the idea, 
that a British subject or any one else has a right to the 
liberties of England in this country, has arisen. I really 
know of no place where there is more rational liberty than 
i 1 Calcutta. Industry is encouraged here, and I never knew 
an individual who had any claim to it, complain of a want of 
])atronage and attention. I never was in any society where 
individuals w^ere more free, and fearless, and fearless they 
may well be^ where they have nothing to fear in the expres- 
sion of their sentiments. I say that a free press comirg 
into contact with such a Government as this is, is quite iu- 
coT\sistent and incompatible, and they cannot stand together. 
Whsjjt have been the consequences of Mr. Buckingham's trans- 
mission. A gentleman has come forward, has taken the 
charge of the paper and has told the Government that they 
cannot send him out of the country, do what he will. But 
may not,^ rule be established to meet such a case ? It is very 
true he cannot be sont out of the country, but where is the 
rep^tignanc? j tbi« Govern « 
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imcnt and a free Press are incompatible and cannot be con- 
sistent.’* • 

It was then ordained that no such printed paper, &c. 
should be allowed without a license. And that all offences 
against this rule should be visited by heavy penalties, and 
imprisonment 

On the 6th Novenber of the same year, 1823, the full 
effect of the above rule was brought to bear upon the pub- 
lishers of the Calcutta Journal and its Sunday supplement, 
tlie license for the publication of which was revoked and 
re-called. 

Mr. Buckingham was brought into court, by the ordin- 
ary legal prooess, to answer for a libel on the six secretaries. 
Those individuals were perfectly right in bringing their ac- 
ti(»n, if they thought that they had been slandered. A different 
course was pursued under Mr. Adam’s administration, 
which followed. Mr. Buckingham was banished ; and the 
licensing system was established, and the decree for that pur- 
pose registered in the Supreme Court. Thus then the matter 
stood : — At Madras, the Marquis Wellesley’s censorship still 
prevailed ; at Bombay, the press remained in the same state 
as that in which it existed during the administration of the 
Marquis of Hastings ; that is to say, properly speaking, there 
were no precise restraints on the press ; while, at Calcutta, 
the licensing system was adopted. 

The Supreme Court of Justice at Bombay comjdained of 
the Bomhay Gatette, for having miscolorFMl, garbled, and 
misrepresented tiie proceedings of the court. It appeared 
that Mr. Warden, the chief secretary to the Covernment, 
was the proprietor of the Bowhay Gazette, though the nominal , 
owner and editor was a Mr. Fair. The Bombay Government 
was irritated at this, and they felt themselves obliged to send 
home Mr. Fair, on account of those miscolored statements. 
Mr. Warden, himself a member of the Government, garbled 
the proceedings of the Supreme Court, and the Government 
selected Mr, Fair, a man of straw, as the scaj^^goat and sent 
him home. Subsequently, Sir E. West compelled llie editors 
to register their names. The proceeding was muidi ohjecttMl to 
by the Government of Bombay, but was at last legally enforced, 
and the Court of Directors acquiesced in that measure. tThey 
went one step further. They prevented any servant of the 
Government from writing in newspaj^ers, or from embarking 
property in such a speculation. On the 10th of July 1820 
the Supreme Court of Justice at Bombay were ctJled on to 
register the Bengal regulations. This they refused to do ; 
and all the three judges pronounced it to be unlawfuV and 
inexpedient. 
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Under a fn^e press such as fonnerly existed in Ben;^^al,it 
\yas necessary in the first place to obtain a li(^euse, to enable 
an individual to rc'side in India ; it was exceedingly ditticiilt 
’to procure this, because the spirit of the C'Oinpany’s 
government was opposed to colonization. In the second 
})lace, if the individual intended to set up a news[)aper, 
he must possess very considerable capital ; for that 
^purpose, six, idght or ten thousand pounds were requisite. 
Jn the third place, they must be. aware, that the edit^T 
of an opposition journal was frowned on by the GovernuKUit, 
and therefore where every thing was rewarded by patronage, 
he couhl not expect to obtain any situation of emolunient. 
Fourthly, tlie enlitor was' subject to all the laws, with resj^ect 
to the press, that were in force in England, and he might, 
after a second conv iction, h() banished, uiuler the provisions 
of the six acts. And fifthly, his litvnse might, at any time, 
he withdrawn, by a sort of Star-chamber proceeding ; which, 
liowevcr, did not possess the ail vantages that were allowe<l 
in tile Star-chamber, where a man was put on his defence. 
In India no trial was granted ; and several persons had 
been banished in that summary way. 

♦ To put the mat ter of the d('portation of Mr. Bucking- 
ham and Mr. Arnot in a clear light, we rpiote the following 
from a speech made by Mr. B. Kinnaird, at a meeting ofa 
Oourt of Proprietors at the East India House in July 
1824: — “When tlui honorable Proprietor came to the last 
charge, which had been made by Mr. Adam against Mr. 
Buckingham, he inveighed strongly against that transaction. 
That charge was founded on an article written by the latter 
gentleman, in ridicule of the appointment of the Rev, Mr. 
Bryce, a Presbyterian clergyman, to the situation of C\erk 
to the Commissioners of Stationery. In consequence of the 
remarks made by Mr. Buckingham on that occasion, he 
received a letter from the secretary to Government, ordering 
Mr. Buckingham immediately to leave the settlement and to 
proceed to Europe ; as if the safety of India were endangered 
because Mr. Buckingham, in a good humoured article, 
laughed at tim extraordinary appointment of Mr. Bryce — an 
apjMuntmeiit which had created disgust in Scotland, and 
which he believed had occasioned a good deal of anirnadver- 
jsion ^iii the General Assembly there. But even this was 
little compared with the conduct of Lord Amherst, who had 
removed from that country Mr. Arnot, an individual 
connected with the Calcuita Journal. Mr. Arnot was not 
the edit<}.r of that journal but an assistant in the office. The 
situation of editor was filled after Mr. Buckingham left 
India by Mr. Sandys, a Hindoo Briton, or half caste, \yho 
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bning a native, roulil not bo removed. Lord Amhoist know 
this; and, as he coidd not molest Mr. Sandys, he laid hold 
of Mr. Arnot, who was an Eiii»lishman, and ordorcHl him 
home. That individual wemt to Seram pore. Idicn o liow- 
Cv^er he w/us given up. lie was shipped on board a vess(‘l 
going round by way of Bencoolen, and not diriet to 
England ; and in the unwholesome climate of Bencoolen 
he was obliged to remain for some time. It w:is ([uite 
evident that Mr. Arnot was selected as a victim to det(T any 
other European from acting on behal:' of Mr. Buckingham.” 

It was the custom in 1824, and some previous years, for 
the CL'^vernment authorities at the Post Office to reipiiro 
that all letters sent by post fAc j/o<rrnoAs should 

have on their back the names of the persons from whom they 
came, that every correspondent with the public press might 
he known. This fact we learn from a speech made by Mr. 
Hume at the India House in July 1(S24, and it is a very 
significant fact, as to the asserted liberty then given to the 
Press of India. 

Mr. Hume remarked in a speech at the India House in 
July 1824: — “It had been asserted that Mr. Adam had the 
]K)wer of putting down journals. If this was the case, then 
why had he not put down the John Ball la the which 

had been filled from the day of its commencement with every 
sort of abuse that could be scraped together against Mr. Buck- 
ingham. Mr. B. s journal had been put down, and yet the 
Government had not been able to point out a single libel in 
the whole of its numbers. But the reason was that the John 
Bull was the property of the servants of Government, and 
that it had been established by them expressly to write 
down the Calcutta Journal. Many of the influential offi-, 
cers in India were at its head, and Mr. Greenlaw was the 
editor, yet with all this power and iiillucnco they were not 
able to destroy Mr. Buckingham, so at length as a final 
resource, they banished him.” 

The proprietor of the Bengal Chronicle (formerly the 
Colombian Press Gaeeffe,) having fallen un^er the displea- 
sure of the Government, in consequence of some indecorous 
remarks in that paper, prayed the lenity of the Vice President 
and engaged to dismiss his editor, named Sutherland, if his 
license was not revoked. The Government agreed \o the 
proposal and Mr. Sutherland suffered for an offence which 
would be looked upon in a very different light at the present 
day. Mr. Adam succeeded him as editor, though it is assert- 
ed that Mr. Sutherland still continued writing fo/ the paper 
and was considered as joint editor, The pr() 2 )rietor of the 
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Beiigal Chronicle wr.s Rosario, wliose iinme still lives iu the 
rpomory of tho Cr:lcutta world, as the head of a long estab- 
lished publishing and bookselling firm. Mr. Adam did not long 
continue as editor of the Bengal iUirunicle, but established a 
paper of his own under the title of the (^alcutta Chronicle, 
which was published three times a week. 

On the 31st May 1827, the Government suppressed the 
Calcutta Chronicle, The following is a copy of the oflicial 
coinmunieation from Government ; — “Mr. Win. Adam, and Mr. 
Viilicrs iiolcnd't, proprietors of the Cnlciifta Chronicle . — 
Gentlemen : — The general tenor of the contents of the CaU 
cuff a Chronicle having been for some time past highly dis- 
respectful to the Govemnent and to the Honorable the CWrt 
of Directors, and the pa])or of the 20th instant in particular, 
comprising several paragraphs in direct violation of the 
regulations regarding the press, I am directed to infonn you 
that the Right Hon. the Vice President in Council has resolved 
tliat the license granted to you (on the 2%5th January last) 
for the printing and publishing of the Calcutta Chronicle 
be cancel led, and it is hereby cancelled accordingly from the 
present date. I am, &c. C. Lush ington, Chief Sec. to Govt. 
Cov.noil Chamber, 31st May 1827.’' 

The censorship at Madras seems to have been exercised 
with a strictness and severity without ])arallel elsewhere. 
We are re])eatedly presented with long stellated blanks, both 
ill the Madras Gazette and Madras Coarier, indicating the 
erasure of passages, the initial words of some of which lead uh 
to believe that they could have contained nothing offensive. 
F >r example, in the Gazette of April 22, 1829, occurs this 
passage : — ‘‘ Mr. Deaman, w^e find, has at last been honoured 
.with a silk gown, in terms very flattering" — (then follows a 
quarter of a column of stars.) The same paper of a different 
date, contains the beginning of some remarks upon a Calcutta 
— “In the Asiatic Journal for October is a letter on 
the subject of the new Atlas of India, a w’^ork projected on a 
large scale, particularly as applied to southern India; the 
nmps of which,! being on a scale of one mile to four inches, 
are drawn by the late Captain Moimtford, than whom it could 
not have devolved upon a more efficient person. To the most 
correct judgment he added the most accurate delineation and 
finest pencil possible to imagine. He excelled in whatever 
he undertook in the department to which he belonged.” 
(Then follows a chasm of about the same length as the other.) 
In the Courier of the 20th March 1829 appears an entire 
column of l^tars ; the title of one of the blanks is “ Calcutta,” 
showing that the expunged passage must be an extract from 
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a lle^vs])a]>er of that pre^idency ? A (\nLrii'i‘ of a siibsci^ncnt 
date exhibits no less than live starrc'd columns I A passage, 
expunged by the censor from a Madras paper st^me time i>re- 
vious lound its way into one of the Calcutta journals, and 
turned out to bo a stricture, we may venture to say, perfectly 
harmless, upon Mr. Huskisson ! These frequent exert it ns of a 
very delicate and invidious discretion aiy pow^r, attracted 
much notice, and provoked some severe animadversions, at 
the neighbouring presidency. 

In 1825 Sir Charles Metcalfe first declared that the 
spread of knowledge in India was of too paramount impor- 
tance to be obstructed for arry temporary or sellxNh purpose. 

“ J am inclined,” said he then, '‘to tlunk, that 1 would let 
it have its swing, if 1 were sovereign lord and master*.” Five 
years later saw him a member of the Supreme Council, and 
abl(^ to begin the battle in earnest with a minute, the words 
of which arc singularly significant at present : — 

“ Admitting that the liberty of the press, like other 
liberties of the subject, may ho suspended when tln^ safety of 
the State requires such a sacrifice, 1 cannot as a consecpicnce 
acknowledge that the present instance ought to be made an 
exception to the usrral practice of the Governmerrt ; for if 
there were danger to the State either way, there would be 
more, I should think, in suppressing the publication of the 
ojiinions, than in keeping the valve open bj^ which bad 
humours might evaporate. To prevent men from thinking 
and feeling is impossible, and 1 believe it to be wiser to let 
tlicm give vent to their temporary anger in anonymous 
letters in tlie newspapers, the writers of which letters remain 
unknown, than to make that anger permanent, by forcing 
them to smother it within their own breasts, ever ready to^ 
burst out. Jt is no more necessary to take notice of such 
letters now than it was before. The Government which 
interferes at its pleasure with the press, becomes responsible 
for all that it permits to be published.” 

In January 1835, Lord William Bentinck received a 
petition from the people of Calcutta calling oft him to repeat 
the old press regulations. But he returned to England before 
the petition was discussed, and Sir Charl(3s Metcalfe was. 
temporarily appointed head of the Supreme Council. “ Sover- 
eign lord and ina.ster,” at last, he saw his opportnnitfy, and 
saw, too, that it would not last long. With the help of 
Macaulay, fresh then from penning a panegyric on Milton, 
the father of a Free Press in England, he was able to publish 
the draft of his famous Act by the April of tins same year. 
The Calcutta luemoiialists at once held a meeting and voted 
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an ciitlnisia^tic adilri'ss to t^ir C'ljnrli‘s M<.*tcairo, “ L11)erat(»r 
qt tlie Jiidiaii Pn‘ss.” This a(l(ln‘s.s he uiiswi^red with 
straightforward honesty and (*ainestness, and with such 
Ireedoni of utterance as must Inave sliocked tlie conventional 
reserve and exclusiveness of Indian statesmanshij). But the 
Avords well befitted a inanifi‘sto invoked l>y the public expres- 
sion of gratitude anil ap[)robation. 

The new press n'gulation, though iutro<luced in the* 
sjiring, did not conii' into o])era(ion until tlic autumn, which 
proves that legislation was really a. work of thought and 
consiih'ration in those days ; and th(‘ fre(‘dom of the Indian 
Press dated from tiu' loth Si‘pt(‘mber IcSrlo. It Avas a great 
day,” says Sir John Kaye, “ wliicli tlu' ])eo])le of (/alcutt«a 
Avere eager to cel(d)rat(*. So they subsiaibed ‘together, and 
they erected a nobli* building on the banks of the Hooghly 
to contain a ])ublii^ lihrary, and to be a)>plieil to othiu' 
enliglitening- purposi's, and tlnw called it the Mt‘tralfe Halh 
It was to b(‘ar an inscription declaring that tlie ])ress of 
India Avas liberated on the loth Si'pt'miber l«S.‘lo by Sir 
Charh‘s Metcalfe, and the bust of the Liberator was to be 
enclosed in the building.” 

I* 

FUOITIVK NOTICES OF T}IE PRESS. 

The following official announcement states that tlie 
(\ilcnit(t (hfzdtc (tnd Oriental A((rertif^ei\ whicli was start- 
vd in l7S k Avas to be considered an official organ for all 
advertisements of tbe (lovernmeiit, Ibe editorial management 
not being considi’n'd official : — ‘'I'hc' Hcjiiorable the Governor 
CJeneral and Council liaviiig ]>ermiited Mr. Francis (dadAviii 
to publish a Gazette under their sanction and authority, the 
diciads of offices are hereby recpiired to issue all such advertise- 
ments or publications as may be ordi^red on the ]>art of the 
Honorable Company, through the channel of Ids jiapeir. 
\V. Brueue, Secretary Fort William, 9th February 1784.” 

Tlie following advertisements aa^c shall string together, 
they are taken from the jjapers of 1793 : — 

‘‘A Masquerade,” to be held on the 16th February at 
the Calcutta Theatre. Tickets at 20 rupees each. 

“ Narrative of the suffi'rings of James BristoAv, belonging 
to the Bengal Artillery, during ten years captivity with 
Hyder Ally and Tip[K)o 8aheb.” 

''Canary Birds,” for sale at Ri'rampore, by Mr. Meyer: 
two pair ofc very beautiful canary birds, Avhich sing remark- 
ably line. Price GO rupees per pair.” 
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C\™anipa ; an Indian traa,s]akd froni tl o 
IVrsian, with notes, critical and cx])lanat(>rv, hv Ja(‘utcna;it 
AVilliam Francklin, and dedicated to Sir^ AViiliam Jones/’ 
Price of each copy two gold mohivrs. 

To give our readers some idea as to the cost of books in 
1821 we note the following j)riccs of a few works tlieu 
considered new, taken from an advertisement of Mr. Charles 
Wiltshire, a tradesman at Colvins Ghaut :~]>lairs 8eniJoiis, 
5 vols. 8vo. 50 rupees; Shakespears Jtiiulostaiice Grammar, 
Dictionary and Selections, 4 vok 4to. 100 rupees; Scott’s 
Bible, 4 vols. 4to. 128 rupees; Winston’s Jos'ephus, 4 vols. 
8vo. 48 ruj)ees ; Kimptoii’s History of tlio Ihble, folio, 50’ 
rupees ; Hewlett’s Bible, 3 vols. 4to,‘ 250 rupees ; Dodd’s Bible, 
folio, 3 vols. 270 rupees; Dr. Isaac Watts’ Works, 0 vols. 4to. 
200 rupees; Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, 8\(), 10 rupees. 

From Mr. Thacker’s Catalogue, No. 2‘t!), oppo.site St 
Andrew’s Church, we take the following sak' ])rji*rs for some 
well known works: — Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, 12 vols. 8vo. 
80 rupees; Hume’s and Smollett’s History <>{' Fngland, 21 
vols. 12mo. 5G rupees ; Pinkerton’s Gcograpliy, 2 vols. 4to. 
80 rupees ; Meniuski’s Arabic, Persian and Tuikish Lexicon, 
4 vols. folio, 13(i rupees. • 

In a Government Gazette of the 31st ]\lay 1821 we ob- 
serve ail advertisement of Muddoosooduii J\lookeij('e’s’ Orien- 
tal Library, o{)])Osite St Andrew's Church, comer of Tank 
S(piare. This bookselling concern continued in existence till 
within a few years ago. 

In May 1 821, Messrs. Samuel Groeiiway and Co announce 
that they have admitted Mr. Samuel Smith into parlncr.ship 
in the “Bengal Hurkaru Ne^vspaper and ]i])iarv, Printing; 
Stationary and Bookselling concerns,” and that the linn* 
would henceforth be Greenw^ay and Smith. 

The or<ler of Goveniment forbidding eiviliaiis or military 
men corresponding with the Press was to every intent and 
l)urpos 0 , a perfect farce and dead letter. Mr. Lang tells ns 
that on the Kstalf of the M of Li which av^ jaiblLhed at 
Meerut in 1847 aud iorsexeral yeans nfterwards, ivere several 
gentlemen belonging to each branch of the service. These 
gentlemen not only wrote, hut some of them wrote for ])ay ; 
and their connection witli the press was well known by those 
at the head of Government. Major Tiiuinas, wlio was killed 
in the field, w’as virtnally the e<iitor of the Mofo^iUte. H. 

B. Edwarde.s, of the Fusilier.s, w%ms the “Brahniinee Bull” of 
the Delhi Giceife. Mr. ('am])l)ell, of the Civil Sp,r\iee, was 
the “Delator” of the Mifai^bUile. A series of military 
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writlon In the Inst nnmed paper aitractod the attan- 
tron of Sir Charles Na})icr — they cam(^ from the ])en of 
(h*ncral (then Major) Mansfield, afterwards C'Oinmander-iu- 
(liief in India. In all those instanees the writers were not 
silenced, but received staff appointments. 

On the sniTemlor of the fortniss of Agra to the Eritisli 
Army unch^r the command of Lord Lakc^ in the year 1803, 
the magazines and vaults were ])ointod out by some of the 
old residents of the j)lae©, and the massive and iron bonnd 
doors were soon made to give Avay to the ciforts of the 
soldiery, who very soon emY)tied them of every tiling which 
was jiortable. In the evening of the day which saw this 
scene of confusion, Lieutenant Mathews of the Artillery went 
to view the interior of the forlress. Lassing one of the 
vaults wliich had shortly before been ]duiHh3re(l, he entered, 
and the first object which attracted his eye was a machine 
■which to him ap)>cared to he a Euro])ean mangle. On closer 
jiisjiection, however, he discovered it to be a jirinting jircss, 
and, what was the more extraordinary, having the types 
ready set for some Oriental jiroduction. Major Yule of the 
Leugal Army hearing of this, was anxious to know what the 
woVk was, which Avas most probably the very first that liad 
been ever attempted to be printed in Hindustan, and that 
too under the aus])ices of the head of tlio empire. Means 
Avero at once attempted to pull a proof sheet of the form ; 
lids was done under manifold disadvantages, and the slic(^t 
disclosed six pages of the Koran ! The face of the type Avas 
(‘xcellent, and it is a pity that the press with its tyjie Avere 
not preserved ; but the ruthless soldiers pulled the wliole 
machine to piece.s and destroyed the types. This infonuatiou 
is obtained from the jUiatic Journal for 18GT, 
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SANITATION. 


C^VLCUTTA did i\ot at once ncqnlrc tlini, f‘1ci^^ancc wliicli 
has gained for ifc the designation of’ the City ol' Fidac(‘s. In 
1760, wlnni Mr. John Sliort‘, after\\ards Lord Teignmouth, 
t3ame to it, it consisted of '' houses, not two or three of ^^duc]l 
Were furnislu'd with Venetian Idiiuls or glass windows; solid 
shutters b('ing genc'rally used ; and rallans like; those usc^d 
for the bottoms of chairs, in li(Mi of pai u*s : w’hilst little pro, 
vision was inadci against th« heat of the climate.” Anotlu'^^. 
writer of about tlio same piiriod says, that (^d<‘utta ‘Avas on^^ 
of the tiltliiost i)lac(‘S in the waudd.” Down to a much late ' 
d*ate th(i extn'ino nastiness of the strei ts, and tin' absen (d' 
of all sanitary regulations, afforded occasion for frotpu^ id' 
animadversions in tlic newspapers. f 

One illustration of tin' need of sanitation and (‘loanliness 
may suffice, ///c/rc/y’.s Htniijal (rifzfftt^ for Mareli 17^0 says — 
“ Would yon bi‘liev(‘, it, that iti the very centre of this o[)U- 
lent city, and almost under our nost's, tluire is a spot ol’ 
ground nn'asuring not inorij than 600 sipiaro yards, used 
as a public burying ground by the Portuguese iiduibitants, 
where thtire are annually iiiUuTed upon a nuMlium not less 
tha-u 400 dead bodies; that these bodirs are gnmially biiinal 
W'itliout cotlins, and in gravc*s dug so (‘xetHsliugly shallow' 
as not to admit of their being covered with much move ilian 
a foot and a half of earth, insomuch tliat, afUn' a very hea\ y 
fall of rain, some parts of them havt' Ixhmi known to a])]K'ar 
above ground ; that wlien tln^ pressuri' ol’ th(‘ atmospln'ro 
happens to be at any time diminished, an^l the ( itluvium 
arising from tlie accumulatijig ma.ss of coiriiption has room 
to expand, the stench becomes intohu'abhj and loiiHcIiuit to 
give the air a pestilential taint! Mor('o\(a' tlie (juantity of 
matter necessarily flowing from it, assimilating wiih the 
springs of the earth, can scan-dy fail to inqiart to th(‘ watts' 
in the adjacent wadis un<l tanks a morbid and noxious (jualitv, 
laying by this meartis tluj foundation of various discasfxs 
among the jioorer sort of ]K*oplc, wdm ai‘(' oldigmU to di-ink 
it; nor can those In mor<‘ allluent clicmnstanccs, j'loin t ho 
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iiMiural indoli^noo aiul dfic\‘})lion of servants, promise iliem- 
selvt'S absolute cixomption from it.” 

This brivlal gronrul was, it is believed, in the vicinity 
oFOie Anuuniaii Church. 

The dead bodies of indigent natives were dragged 
thr()ngh the crowdovl tlioroughfares to the river, into 
A\hi(‘h the}’ were thrown ; and sonictinu's a corpse in a state 
of pnti\‘<'a;‘( ion was left lying in close proximity to se.nio 
crowdisl bar^ir, until tlic distress<‘d inughbors would liberally 
fee t])(‘ JI((rls or seavemgers (;harg(sl with th(3 duty of re- 
inoviug it. The (Country around the city was very insolubri- 
(>ns, and epidemic diseases often devastated the settlement. 
Early in the eig]it(M'nth eentury out of 1200 Europeans, lour 
liundred and sixly burials took ]>lncc in six months; and for 
some years attx'r the re-occupation of Calcutta, it was a most 
unliealthy place, d'his was proba1>ly owing to the salt 
watm* lake to the ('n.st, and to swanp^y fields «'ind tracts of 
uncleared jungle, the lurking ])laco of tlie tigtu' and the 
h'opard, widiiu a very short di.stanco from the town. So 
great was tlie annual mortality, that it is said, the European 
K'sidents met oil the loth of October in each year, to con- 
gratulate one another on their escape from tlie j)estiferous 
intliKUK'es of the rainy season. Towards the end of the 
eighteenth century, however, the healthiness of Calcutta 
was well established in the opinion of its inhabitants ; and 
it has continued ever since to be a viuy salubrious place, 
iiotwdthstaruling its great natural disadvantages. 

The following curious items are taken from the Covern- 
riieiit “Consultations’ of the 1st February 1758, and are 
headed “ Items of expenditure in Tank Square and Ciil- 
• cuLta : — 

“ Idii’oe Sorgeans’ diet.s and Doobey’s hire 

in ei;tting the trees of the road ... Rs. 89 7 S 

To repairing the walks, clearing and repair- 
ing the tank in the Park, monthly ... 25 4 S 

For orange ^rees for tlie use of the Park ... , 24 0 0 

To the Mores cmjiloyed for secret services 10 12 d 

Plato ... ... ... 77 3 9 

Coviud Chand’s cat ... ... 0 0 9 

Foi sale at public outcry of sundry effects 
belonging to Isurec and Bovee, prosti- 
tutes, and I)iaram.sing, confiscated to 
the Company ... „ 539 4 3” 

The* Government advertised in 1709 for contracts for 
le\'elling, dressing and making in puckah, the road forming 
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tlio (W.t(‘rn l)(niiul;iry of tlic town, (Mnnioonly callod the Hoy- 
taeoniuih Roavl, and coininoncinrr tVoia the llassa[)iio'la Ixoacj, 
at tin; comer of Chuwringliee, and terminating at Cliitporo 
Biidgc." 

^Inrh jungle and rank und(‘r\7ood grew within and around 
Calcutta, in «uch density tliat tig', rs werii to ho found (^vou 
on the site of tin* new cathedral, and wild boar roamed on 
the Chowringlo'e ]»lain ; it was found necessary to clear the 
c(iuntry to get rid of t}u‘s«‘ and other animals; an order ^^as 
tlierefore ]>asstH] on the I2th July l7t)2, tliat “the surveyor 
1)0 directed immediatelv to cut down all that sort of gr(>wth 
throughout tile town and within the limits of the Mahanvtta 
ditch.’’ 

On the Gth January 1790, the Government advertised 
for contracts for the construction of three largo tanks in 
Calcutta ; the first tank was opposite to the Chcringhee 
Buildings, and immediately adjoining to the roads about JOO 
yards distant from the corner; the earth exi'avated from 
which to be employed towards raising and levelling the low 
marshy ground in tliat part of tlic' Esplanade, and which 
extends to the westward at the greatest distance, from four 
to five hundred yards, and about two hundred yards to the 
northwest. The tank to be 500 feet long, 800 feet broad, 
and twenty feet deep, and to be finished on or before the Isfc 
day of June in the year 1791.” The second and third tanks 
— “ one of which is to be situated midway between the Troop 
Stables and the Gaol ; the other a little to the south-eastward 
of the former, each to be about the same dimensions in every 
respect with No. 1, and the earth excavated from them to 1>0 
employed towards raising and levelling that tract of marshy 
ground wliich lies between the Troop Stables and the GaoL”» 
These tanks were excavated. No. 1, was no doubt Durruin- 
tollah Tank, and the others near the Great Jail. 

On the 28th April 1704, in accordance with an Act of 
Parliament passed in the 88rd year of His Majesty, which 
made it necessary that the Justices of tlni JVace should 
arrange for the watching, repairing and cleansing the streets 
of the town, a meeting was held, and Mr. Francis Gladwin, or 
the Collector of Calcutta for the time being, was appointed 
to collect the assessment fixed upon, which was ono-twi‘ntieth 
of the true and real annual values of all houses, buildings 
and grounds in the town. Messrs. J. Jb Reeves, W. Brown, 
A. H. Smith, and J. Thornton were selected to malce tluj 
assessment. Tliis appears to hare been the iirst >house tax 
imposed upon Calcutta. 
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Tu ordor to provont oiioroaclinieiits on the stivrts, mads 
aud lanes in the town of Cahaitta, which seem to have been 
I’rtMpient, the Justices lind heen ol)liged to issue an ordoi’i 
under date the Kith April 1791), ordering that no such 
eiicroachinents should be made, Tindta, the superinten- 
dent, being always ready to give t]u‘ necessary directions for 
the excavation of foundations or IVontagos on the i)iiblic road. 

What a filthy state the river ofi' Calcutta was at that 
time and for many yeai's afterwards, may bij seen from the 
letter of a captain of one of the vessels lying in the stream, 
written in 1802 : — “ While we lay at anchor one of the crew 
was sent every morning to nmiove the dead bodies from the 
cables. To account lor this singular inconvenience, I ought 
to observe that it is customary with inferior tribes, when any 
of their family are on the point of expiring, to remove them 
to the edge of the river at low water mark ; and should they 
be so fortunate as to crawl from the flow of the tide and 
recover, they are never received hy their relatives, but 
obliged to seek refuge among the outcast tribes. Indeed the 
river at all lioiirs presents an unpleasant spectacle, and the 
dangerous effluvia from many of the carcases in a state of 
putrefaction is often the cause of malignant disease. One 
day while crossing the river, one of the natives fell ovorboai’d, 
and during my elibrts to get him into the boat 1 nearly lost 
my life : however being fortunate in saving him, his first cry 
was for a maintenance ! 1 asked him how ho couhl expect so 
inconsistent a thing, especially as i had been instrumental in 
rescuing him from a watery grave. He said I had prevented 
him from going to his god, and enjoying that state of felicity, 
to which the will of Providence hail just called him. Having 
received such a reprimand, for an act that among the most 
I savage tribes Avould bo entitled to gratitude, I determined 
while in India never to interfere with the destiny of any of 
the natives.’' 

The sanitory condition and wants of Calcutta attracted 
the attention of Lord Wellesley, when he held the office of 
Governor General with such distinguished honor to himself 
and such great advantage to the empire. A committee was 
formed to rc])ort on the best means for iin))roving the sanita- 
tion of the city. Through their moans and by the Lottery 
Comn^ittee much good was done. But no bold or com- 
prehensive scheme was carried out — only here and there, and 
from time to time, public improvements were made in the 
streets and roads, and to the general appearance of the town. 
The state ^f the drains, the over-crowded population, the ill- 
ventilated state of the houses, the filthy tanks, the impure 
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“^vator used for drinking ]‘)ur]><)ses — tliese were not improved 
till many years after, when ])rs. Martin and Nieolson ami 
others^ by their re])orts and writings, coin})elled the ({overn- 
ment of the day (in 18:15) to take the matter in hand. 

Monoliur ]lass, the great Benares banker, eoinmem ed 
(in May 1798) a very nsefuhand extensive work, the (‘xea\a- 
tion of a largo tank on the Chowringhee road, three hundred 
and fifty feet in length and two hundred and twenty-five 1’et‘t 
inbrea(ith, entirely at his own expense. This tank still exists 
and bears tlie name of tlie banker. 

Some attempt was made to attend to the sanitation of 
Calcutta at the close of 1801. The Police advertise for 
eighty-five pair of strong bullocks for '"the use of the carts 
employed under the scavengers for (deansing tlie streets and 
drains within the town of Calcutta.’' 

We take the following account of the discovery of 
primeval forests in Calcutta and the neighborhood, from the 
Oalcu/ta (r(fze//e of the 5ih May 18J5: — “The ingenuity of 
our naturalists has during tlic past fortnight been fully 
exerted in endeavouring to assign causes for an interesting 
phenomenon, which has presented itself at the great tank 
before the junction of the Chowringhtjo Hoad with that of 
Esplanade Kow. Tlie bottom of this groat basin being sandy 
suffered the w^ater to filter through and escape, so as to leave 
the tank dry in the liot season. To remedy this evil, it was 
determined to remove altogether this sandy layer. A numlxu' 
of workmen were employed, and had not dug above four feet, 
when they came on a regular group of full gi own trees. These 
trees were standing perpendicularly at short distances front 
each other, and had the appearance of trunks loj)ped off ivitliiii 
three or four feet from the roots. In general they were abou t 
a foot and a half or two feet in diameter. They were firmly 
fixed in a dark loamy soil, into which their roots spread in 
every direction. The elbows where the trunk separates into 
its roots were distinctly marked. The substance of these sub- 
terraneous growths ivas of a reddish color, like Soondri'e, soft 
and moist, still preserving the grain of the wood. TTpou 
enrjuiry wo have learned fliat this natural curiosity is hy no 
means singular. About six or eight years ago, a similar 
appearance olfered itso,lf on digging the .ball diggy ; and^ very 
lately at Dum Dum, not only trunks of trees, but bones and 
deer horns were found at a great depth from the surface of 
the ground on the occasion of sinking a new tank. It is even 
said that the body of a boat was dug up under siipilar cir- 
cumstances at (fanh'U Reach. On the authority of tradition, 
and of a man in Orme’s work, it has been conj()ctured, ^that 
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this taiik (tliat first alhuh d Id) is on tlu^ site of a dtM')) nulla 
t*apal)lc‘ of hearing sloops, which lan in fioiit of the Ksplanado 
liow in its conrse from tlie Salt \Vnt(‘r Lakes to the river, 
and that these trees wt^re plantt'd on its tanks. Ihil liow 
will this sii]>|)ositiou account for lhi»sii clnni])S which were- 
lound at the butlom of the Lall diggy S’ 

During the administration of Warren Hastings largo 
sums were expended in improving the ventilation of ( 'ulciitta ; 
a street sixty feet wide ((Government House — east sid(‘ — to 
Scotch Kirk) was u])iined through the centre in its longest 
diameter, and sev(‘ral S(iuarcs, eacli having a large water 
tank^n the centre surrounded by planted walks, w^ere made : 
a <iuay, called the Strand, hotween two and three miles long, 
w as formed, which extends along the river bank ; it is 40 feet 
above low water mark, and is furnished W'ith many broad 
nights of masonry ste}>s ((//of/s), which are used for landing 
and embarking, and also for tlie ac(‘ommodatiuii of the 
natives in making the frecpieiit ablutions prescribed b) tlieir 
religion. 

The city is now supplied with wMter from Pulta (lhat, 
1*^ miles to the iiurtli ; thence it is couveyiid in large pij)es and 
distributed over a great ])ortiou of it. Parts of it are supplied 
from wells, and there are large tmiks or open resiu voirs, 
exca .atcd in the earth : these latter are commonly 150 to 200 
yards long hy 100 wide, and thirty or forty feet deep ; they 
become filled in the rainy season. 
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HEALTH AND MORTALITY. 


Cai.ctttt.v in ilie last century Imd justly nu ill name for 
5 ts insalubrity ; blit it was not entirely ov/mg ti‘ the <*liniate. 
The (loctora of those' days also were in fault. Dr. Goodeve 
in his ])aper on “ The Progress of European Medicine in the 
East,” states that all the Faculty agreed, that ‘ as t]i»‘ strcuigth 
must be supported in dysentery, wine and solid nn’mnl fix d 
were the most a]>propriate diet.” Patients in those casi's 
were ordered, “ pi llaos, curries, grilled fowls, and pepjjered 
chicken broth ad libitum-, with a glass or two of nn dieine, or 
a little brandy and water, and a dessert of rijie, fiiiits.” JAnd 
states that th43 Portuguese doctors jin'scuihed as tlie grand 
<'ure ill all cases, “the clianging all the EurojM^an blood* in 
their ])atieuts' bodies into native’s. Tliis they i‘nd(‘avoi*ed to 
accomplish by repeated venesections, till tliev conceived that 
the whole mass of this circulating fluid had been abstracted. 
And then by a diet consisting exclusively of tin* productions 
of the frountry, they hoped to •sub.'stitute a li([uid (‘iitireiy 
Indian, wliich would render their patients jiroof against tlie 
maladies under which they had previously labored.” , 

There was great mortality in Gahnitta in tlie year l7o7. 

“ Pucka fevers, tlie Chowringhoe jungle, aud recking mnd/‘i 
bank made Calcutta in JSupteiiiiier a second Batavia, the 
Golgotha of India;” and they had lew ideas of sanitary 
m(;a8iires in those days. We extract one order, liowever, of 
that mature: — “This being a good ap})ortuiiitv to o])eii the 
town by cutting down the trees with wliich it is surrounded, 
ordered, that ]KU’inissiou be given to all )>ersoifs to cut down 
the trees witliin our bounds, orang(' trec^.s and other fruit 
trees ex(^e]>ted, and that the wood shall belong to those who 
pay the laborers.” ^ 

Tlie deaths among covenanted s wants had been so 
niimorous, that a clerk, of tlm iviine (»f Hewitt, was ]>roposed 
by tlie (-alcutta Governinent “lo be eo^enanted on the 
establishment.” The Cmirt app(dnted him, “altlnmgli,” Stav 
they, “this is a do<u' that it is with verv great reluctance we 
are induced to open ; lu‘ is to exec. ..U* the coNeiiunU ;:,nd to 
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Wiitc to lus IVIonJs In luin^lAnd to give tlic uMial sooiirlty for 
liini.” lie Ava.s a|ipoiiitcd in tLe Secretary’s office. The 
mortality oxtoudovl also among tlie cleigy, ior it is stated, 
tliat “ there was no cli^plaiii ali\c/‘ in August iTo?. 

Ill one ol the eailiest iioti(x\s of Calcutta, tliat i« extant, 
it is f|uaiiitly said by Ctaptain liainilton, who W'as th(*re at 
the cud of the seYiuiteenth and beginning of the cighti'cmth 
century, — “Tiie (Aunpany has a l)ritiy good lu)S[ ital at 
Calcutta, where inaiiy go in to undergo the ])e nance of 
phyAc, but few come out give* an account of its operation.’' 
“ One year 1 was there, (at Calcutta),” he (uaitinucs, “and 
there were reckoned in August about 1200 English, — some 
military, some .•jervants of (lie Com[>any, some pri\ate iner- 
chuuts residing in the town, and b(Uiie seanun. belonging to 
tile shipping l^ing off the town; and beiore the heginning of 
January theie wutc four huudretl and bixty burials registered 
ill llie clerk’s b^xjks of mortality.” 

Ives gives the statistics of the ('"alcntta hospital : — “ From 
the ships in 1757 between Febinary Stli and August 8th of 
that year, 1140 patients were reoei\ t*(l, of those 54 wx*ie for 
scurvi(‘s, d02 bilious levers, and 5(j lulious eholies ; 52 men 
biiri‘e(l. Between August 0th arid November 7th, 717 fresh 
patients W(*re taken in, of those 147 were putrid fevers, and 
i 55 p\itrid Iluxes ; 101 were buried.” No wonder; for it was 
Hu* practice then, according to i)r. Bogue, of blei'dimj in all 
leaver cases. 

The rains w^ere the deadly time in Calcutta in the earlier 
days, jiarticularly for new arrivals ; it is said that in 1757 
sl^ps ill the river used to lose one-foiivth of their crews, owing 
{ ) til ‘ir exposure to night fogs and to the punch houses, 
Ihoiigli the sto])|)ages at 1 diamond Harbour laid the founda- 
tion ol’ the diseases of the majority of the affected. There 
was a disease common to the lower classes of Europeans, 
called the Jktrbcn^, a species of palsy, owing to exposure to 
the land winds alter a lit of intoxication. 

In the day of Warren Hastings w^erk of all kinds com- 
nienced at seven or eight in the morning, and was finished at 
noon. “ Then followed the great meal of the day, the dinner 
oi' the ancient world ; and tlie people (d‘ ( Alcutta smoked and 
slept iilfC lolus-eaters throughout the hot afternoons. Instead 
(»}■ returning from office weary, mid exhausted, they woke up to 
fre^l.i life and s[)irits, ready ibr any gaiety tha-t was going on 
- - ikliiig, driving, walking, or paddling about in budgerowg 
angling lornnango-fish.” At eiglit o’clock evening began, not 
as wiiii us wMtli a big dinner, a cheroot, or at best a game of 
whisl,»’juca round of visits to ccrtiuu houses, which were 
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ul \vn , 3 s opoii on j)artL('ular evenings. Colonel Sleeinnn, 'svlio 
laiulod at, Calcutta in 1812, has given us a suggestive descri^)- 
tion of thovse social gatherings; he was just in tiin (3 to see tlio 
last of these entertainments. “ There was an old lad}^ aged 
ninety or thereabouts, who remenihered the days of tho 
Nawabs and the Mahrattas, Olive and tlio Black Ilole, One 
evening in the week she opened her house to society at largo ; 
and the male visitors were not men who had risen at six 
clock in tlie morning, and were worn out with business or 
ollice work, but lively gallants, fresh from the afternoon siesta, 
and roaily for a little supper, as people would bo who had 
dined at one or two ; and, of course, they talked, hniglied, 
hirted, sang, danced and pla 3 'ed at cards till nii<biight, as 
people can do wlio have slept away the afternoon.” All this 
^iwakens up jileasaut ideas to a generation that dines at eiglit 
o’elock in the evening, and often fall ashiep directl}^ after- 
wards ; but it had its disadvantages in the s})npe of ]ivei\ 
yellow complexion, <lisease, and death. Idle was juerry but 
aliort ; whereas if life at present is somewhat <lull, the doctors 
asture ns thatdt is longer. Indeed, if we are to b(*]ieve the 
doctors, ])HO[)le in lormer days vere old at forty, and died 
before they were liftv. Yet soiuehov/ there wore {“nne who 
could stand all sorts of disKsipation till tliey weiehTtyor theiv- 
abouts, and then go to England, and live for twenty or thirty 
years longer. 

In September 1789 an influenza become general among 
tho European inhabitants of Calcutta, and a medical corres- 
pondent recommends to those who can afford it, to “drink 
Th*ep” in rosy port, to guard them against the bad effects i)f 
that unwholesome woathe3r. This custom, we fear, became 
ratlier too common afterwards. Potations in brandy (not| 
])ort) were recommcpded in after years as ])reventives against 
cholera, when that disease caused its periodical panics in 
Bengal previous to 1830. 

Mortality also among the troops and the squadron, seems 
to have been very great, Olive writes to the Court, under 
date, Camp Fatehpoor near Ka.jmahal, 23rd Dtfcember 1757: — 
Notwithstanding the precautions taken for j)rc*serving tho 
military in health by quartering the greatest part at (k)ssiin- 
bazar and Chandernagore, I am sorry to inform you that a 
terrible mortality has reigned among them, and that many of 
the survivors are so reduced by illness as to bo still incapable 
of duty. We have likewise lost several ofliccrs, and among 
the rest Major Killpatrick, who acupiired mucl^ deserved 
reputation in his long course of service in India. The .scpiadroii 
has suftcred no less than the land forces ; indeed, the sickness 
has been general, not only with the English, but the French 
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Diitcl), ami oven the natives. The rnolosed retJirn will 
gh/e you particulars of onr loss, as well as acMpiaiiit you with 
the small force I have at present in the field. Of thedetacli- 
nient of King’s troops not above twenty privates were fit for 
duty wlieii we marched ; therefore, at Mr. Pocock’s pressing 
instance, I left the whole behind to be embarked on board 
the S(|uadron. Of the Madras detachment there remained 
about 150 effective, train iuclude<l, so that the tn'ops now 
v/ith me are for the greatest part com})osed of foreign deser- 
ters, and .toj)ass(‘s, entertained tin the Bengal establishment. 
However the ])resent lace of affairs seems fortunately to 
retpiire but little service from our arms, political negociation* 
are likely to be more necessary.” 

A disease called tho “jincka fever” was prevalent in 
Calcutta (luring the last ctmtury, probably owing to the 
mass of jung-lo which extended in every direction, and the 
•fetid j heels. Mrs. Kindorsley writes of it as “ the illness of 
■which most persons die in Calcutta; it frecpieiitly carries off* 
persons in a few hours — the doctors esteem it the highest 
degree of putridity.” 

Inoculation was introduced with groat success into the 
Orphan Society’s institution, Calcutta, in Maivh 17S(). Fifty- 
three children, who were inoculated had had the small-pox, 
and recovered. Out of nine who took the disorder in the 
natural way, three died. 

Huring the last century disease must have made fearful 
rayages among the natives. Small-pox was a dreadful 
scourge ; it is said by one authority that “ inoculation is 
rfmch practised by the natives, but they convert the conta- 
gious matter into powder, which they give internally mixed 
! with some liquid.” Native doctors laud their hot and cold 
cures, besides havdng recourse to their mantras and philtres. 

It may surprise many to learn that inoculation was prac- 
tised in India long before the introduction of vaccination 
among the British. The following is the manner in which 
the villagers oft the Chicacole distnet were inoculated by the 
Brahmins of the countries north of Vizagapatam : — A certain 
quantity of cotton to be wetted with the matter of a favour- 
able small-j^ox, a cut to be given upon their arms with an 
instriment ; the above cotton together with a quantity of 
rice, to be put in water. After the rice is properly wet and 
softened thereby, about six or seven grains, well mixed with 
jagry, to be given to each person, and the wound on his arm 
covered By a small quantity of the above cotton ; after which 
they are to be washed, either in a tank, well, or river, and 
immediately afterwards turvani, or some water and rice, with 
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butter-milk, to bo given tbeiu for tlieir food. After they are 
thus washed four or live dilfereiit times every day, for three 
days, they got fever thereby, and the sinall-})ox begins to 
appear ; they are then to eat j)assaloo, grain rice, and bulter- 
niilk whenever they wish for it. After the sinall-pox ])ecoine3 
ripe and broken, they are to live upon the following iliet, riz, 
rice and curries of different grains, such as hreelwy and 
piitlacoy : about four days after which oil and turmeric mixed 
togetlier are to be rubbed over their bodies, and they are to 
be washed.” 

The chance of life in this country, in 1827, w'as regarded 
M home at a- very low standard — as “ nearly 100 ]>er cent, 
worse than in England, at least up to the age of lifty, when 
the proportion rather improves,” The following was the 
scale of premiums demanded by the A.s>Iuin Life Assurauco 
(’ompaiiy, for the ages specified, on lives in England and 
India, the latter being n.'slricted to the ci\ il service : — 


Afje. 

Knghtnd. 

1 

ndia. 

21, 

per oent £ 1 18 10 

... £ 8 

i:? 7 


•do 2 8 5 

... 4 

.') 1 

40, 

do 2 19 4 

5 

7 


do 4 4 1 

... 7 

3 10 


The old writers almost uniformly attribute the unhe althi- 
nioss of Calcutta to the contiguity of tlie Salt Water Lake. 
Hamilton says — “ Charnock, being then the Company’s agent 
in Bengal, had liberty to settle an emporium on any part of 
the rivers side below Hooghly, and for the sake of a large 
shady tree, chose that place, though he could not have chosen 
a more unhealthy place 6n all the river ; for three miles te the 
north-east is a salt water lake, that overflows in Septemher 
and October, and then prodigious numbers of fish resort 
thither; but in November and December, when the floods are 
dissipated, these fishes are left dry, and with their putrefac- 
tion affect the air with their stinking vapours, which the 
north-east winds bring with them to Fort William, when 
they cause a year y mortality.” Dr, Lind, writing in 1792 
on the same subject, observes — The fever \?ith which Cal- 
cutta is visited is to be attributed chiefly to the Lake. To 
the north end of the town it is all wet soil, and fit only for 
raising rice.” But wc must not assign to this cause alone 
the frightful mortality, which in the time of the* earliest 
settlers, converted the growing city into a great Golgotha. 
The Salt Water Lake still exists. But we have ceased to 
destroy ourselves by intemperance ; we live in w^at may be 
called houses ; and we are constantly tended by some of the 
ablest, the most enlightened, and the most assiduous medical 
practitioners in the world, * 
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rassiiig fVfini thf^ din and bustler of tlio gi-oat, city, alon^ 
tbe level road from Cliowringhce towards the Circular Road 
and the Mahratta ditch, we come to when^ the tall casuarina 
Avavos around the graves of the Kiiglish dead ; and lordly 
monuments are erected over their ihist, wliich soon crumble 
down and desolately mingle with it, a iitt(T tomb than marble 
or stone. Here we view life and labor in India. What a 
book does a C'alcutta cemetery hold U]) to the visitoi — what 
Jt record of motiv(% of desire, of despair, of remorse, and of 
successful faith and glorious triumph as well, are unfolded in 
its pages. Here will be tbund the ie])iesentative of (^very class 
of toilers in this land of exile ; —here side by side the adventurer, 
thcMne reliant, the pelf seeker, the opulent and the poor man, 
rest till that day when the dust shall give uj) tlie dead. 

The burial ground con.sists of two considerable enclosures, 
each of which is walh‘(l in, but separated from the other by a 
high road.. Viewed from whatever (piartor you enter, the 
great cemetery of Calcutta ]>resent8 a remarkable aspect. 
“ Monuments of all sizes, of the most eccentric and ineongnious 
forms, are strangely huddled tog<‘ther, without oi’der or 
arrangement. Tlie capacious cupola, (he Egyptian obelisk, 
the* marble sarcophagus, the lofty column, the scul])tured 
form, the Ionic tem})le or a Cothic tomb. Every known 
order, — every imaginary oi*der of architecture, of every 8ha])e 
aiul size, are here found in ju.xtaposition. Each cycle appears 
to have enjoyed its own peculiar fashion. The oldest tomb 
was that of Mrs. Francis Beraiider, wife of the lirst missionary 
of Bengal. It bears date 1778. The number of tombs 
characterized by good taste is extremely limited. Beyond 
the mere tablet of inscription there is but little marble, and 
of sculpture there are but two s])ecimen8 deserving of notice. 
The one a monument of the Honorable Mrs. Bruce, 179^, 
contains a handsome slab, representing in the centre a funeral 
urn, around which two females are seated weeping, while an 
angel rises from it and wafts its flight towards heaven. The 
other is that of a medical officer. It represents him seated 
under a cocoa in the act of raising and supporting on 
his knee the head of a wounded traveller.’* 

Suicide seems to have become so common both among 
the Europeans anil natives in Calcutta, as to be editorially 
noticed in the papers. ‘‘Scarce a week has elapsed,” says 
the Calcutta Gazette of the 6th September 1787, “fora 
considerable period past, that our newspapers have not 
announced one or more shocking instances of suicide, either 
among the‘'Europeans or Natives. To wdiat cause to impute 
this melancholy disposition, wo know not ; nor can we pretend 
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to say wliotlior, in any rosj>o(‘t, it nviy bo asorllH'd to the 
iiiHuetioo of the climate; but wo sincerely lament the general 
prevalence of so dreadful an infatuation.” 

“ I'he s(nvage of an enormous native population lies fester- 
ing under an a})))alling sun in open trenches, which run on 
('ither side of the streets, and are called “drains.” These 
drains liavo no outfall, but the mass of tilth which tln^y 
c.ontain i.s turned out occasiona-lly u])on the road — black, feti<l, 
and ghastly — and is ultimately carried off by sweepers. The 
streets are saturated with tliese abominations, and the air is 
tilled with the ptjisous which they give forth.” 

The mistake of (choosing such a site for th' capital lios 
been over and over again demonstrated. It is lot) miles 
fnjin the sea ;* the south wind, which is the life of ( ^ahaitta, 
blows over salt marshes on its way to the city ; and (‘very t(‘n 
years it is liable to the destructive etVects of a (‘ycioiie. The 
river i.s so excessively dangerous that s]ii])s cannot go up or 
down without UK uv care and vigilauc(‘. than are recpiiri'd in 
the Red Sea, and all vess(ds are obliged to shut their ports 
on passing one i)articular shoal, lest they slumld heel ova^r 
and g(‘t tilled — eatastroplios which have repeatedly happoneTl. 

Tliat life is uncertain in such a city, and that the 
strongc'st constitution must be senily tried there, while a 
weak 011(3 is nearly sure to succumb, cannot be a matter of 
surprise. Some ])e()ple do well enough in Calcutta. Then'. 
ar(3 nu3u who arc V(‘ry hard to kill, not susceptible to fov(‘r, 
caring for nothing, abl(3 even to drink brandy by the junt 
under a tropical sun. But only a constitution of iron an<l 
nerves of steel can possibly come out of a long r(\si(lence in 
tlm capital of our Indian Empire without sustaining vital 
injury. 

It is nothing to the point to allege that people do live 
there for many years at a stretch — it is so everywhere. Such* 
persons say, “ Look at the average of deaths among Jtlie 
Europeans — it is not very high.” But they do not include — • 
for they cannot — tbe number of Englishmen and women wlm 
are compelled to leave the country with shattorc’d constitu- 
tions, often in a dying state. It i.s the rule for a medical 
man in India, who despairs of saving Ins patient, to ^rnler 
him liome. Fre(iuently the sufferer is carri(‘d down to the 
stoarner with scarcidy th(3 breath of life in him ; and many of 
our countrymen have found their graves in th(‘ river (?re yot 
their eyes were gladdened witli the sight of tlie .S(‘a yhichlay 
between them and liome. Many leave only to die, and the 
150 miles of river kills them. 
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Total Deaths ... 125. 144 197j 2l0 265 274 282 247, 324 270^ 272* 294* 269[ 235 233 16o‘ 208 180 217 301* 4713 
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When we look upon tho prooedin" tal>lo of hurlnl's we 
are compelled to say it is a decc])tion to speak of the low fate 
of mortality in Calcutta. The dymg men are not counted. 
The English burial-grounds at Aden — where the graveyard 
is surely the most melancholy sight in the universe — and at 
Cairo tell their own tale. The path to India is strewn witl>i 
tho bodies of our countryinGU wlio risked all and lost all in 
the attempt to serve their country, or to gain an inde})on- 
dance for themselves in the East, Not till the sea gives ui> 
its (lead can it be told how costly India has been to ns, or 
how many whose hopeful faces were turned towards the East 
were seen iio more in the West.. 

Ladics are, as a rule, less injuriously affected by tho* 
cMmate (jf Calcutta than tile men, b\rt, on tire other hand, its 
inioads upcjn them are more perct'ptible. The r(‘tiirncct 
Indian who is told by his frkmds in Ji^nglarKV that lie docs^ 
not look as if lie had been to India, liecause he is so iiale, 
scarcely understands tlie remark. Tie has been used to see 
]>ale faces all around him in the cities of India, since exposure 
to the sun is at the best dangerous, and may be fatal. 

IfISTOUY OF CHOLERA IN INDIA. 

Various statements have been made rospeeting the earlier 
exliiibitions of the spasmodic cholera, in different parts of 
India, tlie accuracy of which it is of coiuse difficult to decide, 
since the common or spoEadi(3 sort assumes sometimes a 
malignaixcy which remlers it difficult to be distinguished by 
its (.Uagiiostics from the other, though it is geiierically a 
different disease. A writer in one of the Calcutta j)ape/s 
aftiriiLS that he observed the pestilential cholera morbus 
amongst the Koorareeas a year before its appearance at^ 
Jessore; and in the Bengal Medical Reports, it is distinotly. 
stated, as an undeniable fact, that the epidemic first ajipeared 
in the Nuddeah and Mymensing districts in- May 1817, th^t 
it raged ext<msively there in June, and. in. iPuly had reached 
. the &taiit district of Dacca.. 

The disorder began to prevail at Jessore ^bout April or 
May 18-17, and its sudden ravages in the Jessore, Moorsheda- 
bad and llajshayc districts, as well as at Calcutta, which it 
reached in September, excited the utmost alarm. In an 
account of the epidemic, given m the Asiatic Jourital for 
1818, the origin of the disease ia attributed to the use of 
unwholesome food, namely, bad sable-fish and ouze or new 
rice, in conjunction with the extreme heat and drought of the 
season, followed by heavy rain and an extremely variable 
temperature ; and with the want of free ventilation at 
Jessore, and its situation amidst rank vegetation. ^ The 
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Jiailvos of Bengal gave to this new disease the expressive 
nan^e ot ola ootluv, 

Wlieii it soinewliat abated in f’aicntta and its vicinity^ 
the opidciJiic liad extended into Beliar, and in September 
and Oetuber was wasting Diiiapore, Patna, and other large 
towns in the upper provinces, in .some of which the deaths 
were near a hundred a day. In November, it unhappily 
readied the centre divisi<jij of the gi’and army, under the 
Marquis Hastings, whilst marching easterly from the Sindh 
<hraneh of the Ganges), where it developed itself in its most 
territic form, assailing Europeans as well as natives. It 
attacked tlie divi.sioii on the 14th November, and for about 
ten days the camp was converted into a liospital, the deaths, 
which were uiuiaually sudden, amounting to a tenth of the 
number collected. The roads were strewed, oh each day '.9 
route, with the dead and dying, owing to the impossilility 
of tliniing means of tran»})ort. Here, as in other ]>laces, the 
disease ran its course, and abated in about a fortnight, which 
was then ascribeil to the army's reaching in .its advance a 
purer air, but which has since been found to be one of its 
c ha rai't eristics. 

*It is Worthy of remark here, that the infections or con- 
tagious nature of the di.sease was doubted and denied at this 
early period of its career. In a report by Mr. Corbyn, then 
assistant-surgeon in charge of the native hospital of the 
centre division, dated Ereeh, on the Betwa, November 20, 
LS17. and puldished by order of Government, he observes: 
“ That this disease is not infectious, I am perfectly convinced ; 
all( my attendants upon the sick have escaped the disease ; 
and 1 have more particularly, at all hours of the day and 
]^dglit, resi)ired the atmosphere of a crowded liospital with 
impunity.” 

Extending itself in various directions through the 
interior of India, it began to threaten oiir Western Presidency. 
In June 1S18, it was at Nag|)OTe ; in August it raached 
Puiiderpoor, wliere it carried oft 3,000 of a comparatively 
small ])opnIation* Poimah, Panwell, and Bombay. In Septem- 
ber it had reached Surat, and even Bassein in the Persian 
Gulf. Its progroas in Central India had l>een equally rapid. 
In tlie same month it had spread itself though Rajpootana, 
where iVs ravages were fearful. Singular, however, to say, 
here, as well as in most other parts of India, in the early 
visits of the disease, Europeans were rarely victims to it. 

The entrance of this terrific pest into the Madras terri- 
tories, in August, was marked wuth circumstances of eccen- 
tricity., Whilst it raged at Ellore, Rajamundy, and ctLir 
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pUcrs, it left tltc Nizam \s t'^rritorics, oa the north and north- 
east, perfectly free and im touched * 

Between the period of its eruption in the month of 
Auj^nst 1817, and June 1818, before it had reached either 
MadravS or Bombay, it was computed that 150.000 persons 
bad fallen victims to this plague in the Company’s territories 
alone ; and whole villages are represeated to have been 
depopulated by death, or flight through fear of dL‘ath. M. 
Moreau de Jonnes calculated, up<ni what data we know 
not, that one-tenth of the population of Hiudostan was, in the. 
whole, attacked by the e})idcmic, of whicli number one-sixth 
died. 

In November it left Madras, where it first appeared in 
October, and Attacked tlie French settlement of Pondicheiry 
and other places on the coast of (k>romandeI to the south- 
ward. From the peculiarity of its progrc.ss, it is difficult to 
avoid a phraseology which does not appear to sam^tion a 
vulgar notion entertained hy the superstitious Asiatics, that 
the cholera niorhus is a spirit or demon, moving in malignant 
wrath from place to jilace ; an<l in compliance with this 
notion, it is almost universally the practice, fn>ni A\a to 
Pi'rsia and even in China, for the villagers to tiKleavour U\ 
ward off its approach hy clamour and discordant noise, from 
** drums and timlirels loud.” 

The next year (1819) tlic malady extended tlie scene of 
its operations, and proved tliat it was entirely indepeiidant of 
climate and tenijieraturc : for whilst in 'January it reached 
Ceylon, it attained, in June, the valley of Nejiaul, whence 
it penetrated over the Himalaya into Tibet and Tartaiy, *in 
defiance of snows and a rarified atmosphere : the exhalations 
of the valleys in Tibet arc supiiosed to have exeitod a perni- 
cious influence ui>ou the disorder, and accelerated its activity. 

Towards the latter pait of the year, the disease Ixid 
established itself in the ultra-Gangetic peninsula, having 
devastated Arracan, Malacca, and Penang, at both of wliich 
latter places the mortality was great. Of tlia* small popula- 
tion of the island of Penang, it swept awsy, from the 2;hd of 
October to the 14th of November, u])wanls of 800, principally 
Ckuliahs, or inhabitants of the Coromandel coast. 

Its introduction into the ishaml of Mauritius was Atcnded 
with circumstances of some importance, as respects the theory 
of contagion. The disease appeared extensively in the island 
in November 1819, ami has l>ecn supposed tujiave been 
brought there from Cevloii by the Tnpaic frigate, wliich 
arrived at the Mauritius in October. 
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The year 1 820 saw the circle of this dreadful seoiifge 
enlarged in a frightful degree, it having spread through the 
whole of the vast Indo-Chinese cotintrics. In September it 
was coininitting dreadful ravages in Siam, the entire country 
being in a deplorable state through the disease, and the 
misery and starvation conseejuent upon its visitation. No 
less than 40,000 persons died in the city of Bnnkok alone. 
In (.^ochin China and Tonquin, the devastation created by it 
was not inferior. At Manilla, too, it raged dreadfully, in 
November. But this period of the history of the disordtu- is 
remarkable from its hrst invading Cliina, into which we 
need not enter. 

Respecting this disease, which has proved sucli an awful 
scourge in Calcutta aiid India, it is a commonly received 
opinion that it broke out first in the Marquis Hastings’ army 
and made its appearance in the Nuddoa district in 1813, but 
by a reference to old writers we find, that if not known as an 
endemic it was known as an eindemic, for something siinilar 
prevaih'd in Calcutta long before. Lind mentjons that in the 
great sickness of 17(52, ** in which 30,000 blacks and 800 
Jiluropeans died in the province of Bengal,” it was remarked 
that^a constant vomiting of a white, tough, pellucid phlegm, 
accompanied with a contimial <liarrhma, was d«eemed tlie 
most mortal symptom/’ Cholera was then called Morte de 
(^liien, '' very frequent, and fatal;” and the treatment was 
emetics, opiate, hartshorn, and water — the patient died in a 
few liours. 

Thomas Dcllon in 1698, wiites of a xliseasc called *'the 
Indian Mordechi, which kills people in a few hours time, 
accompanied with vomiting and looseness. The remedies 
reckoned effectual arc apjilying a red hot iron to the feet 
acr(»ss the ankles, and taking Kanjee water with pepper.” 
When cholera as an epidemic broke out in the 'Marquis 
Hastings’ army, in the case of Europeans, it •was accompanied 
by spasms, and intense thirst, but the doctors would not 
allow a drop of water to be given ; “ though some men that 
got water by stealth rapidly recovered.” Beside brandy and 
laudanum, one of the remedies w^as placing the patient in a 
hot bath, and bleeding him while there, in the arms. 

The popular notion is that cholera morbus first broke 
out in^ India in 1817, in the district of Jessorc, but we hear 
of its ravages among the troops at Vellore as early as 1787. 
From the extracts we have above given, it would appear that 
it was known many years before, but under other names. 
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ROBBERIES AND DACOITY. 


The Ca7ci(??a C/<?whV/<? of February 19, 1789, relatof^^ 
'With strong expression! of clisapprobation, an instance of the 
punishment of a gang of tlaeoits found guilty of burglary at 
A place near Kishnaghur, and sent by Francis Redfearn, Esq., 
to be tried at tlie Criminal Court at Sulkea, on the western 
bank of the river, opposite to Calcutta : — • 

At 1 o’clock, ou Sunday, February 15th, the fourteen 
criminals were brought out to undergo the sentence ])asscd 
upon them, to*the Sair Bazar, a little to the soutliward of 
the Orphan House. The horrible icene is thus described : 
One of the dacoits was extended upon his back, witli a fillet 
or band covering his mouth, and tie<l at the back of his head, 
to prevent his cries being heard by the others, who were 
witnesses of the fate they were themselves to ex[)erience. He 
wras then pinioiierl te the ground with only his right hand 
and left leg at liberty. This done, the operator began to 
amputate the hand. It was performed with an instrument 
like a carving knife, not at a stroke, but by cutting and 
hacking round about the wrist, to find out the joint ; and ip 
about three minutes the hand was off. The same mode was 
observed in amputating the foot at the ankle joint. Both^ 
operations took up together from six to eight minutes in per- 
forming. After the hand and foot were off, the extremities 
of the wounded parts were dipped in boiling ghee ; and theyi 
he was left to his fate. The other thirteen were served in 
the same manner : yet, what will appear very strange, not 
one of them expired under the severity of the «peration. The 
hands and feet of the criminals were thrown into the river. 
Four of the men have since died, hut more from the 
influence of the sun ou the wounded parts, and throngli want 
of care, than from the more than savage cruelty of the%>pera- 
tion.” 

In April 1790, the same punishment was inflicted upon 
an incendiary at Moorshedabad. It was a Mohaniajiyi })ena!ty, 
and was resorted to in the case of the dacoits, in the lioj>e (»f 
striking tenor into the hearts ol the iiuaierous rubbers who 
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were ilc vasrating the country in so inany ilistricts, and pro- 
diroin^ everywhere so much alarm. It is hoped and believed 
that the above were the only instances in which go ferocious a 
jninishinent was administered under British authority, lii 
a Regulation of Government made it illegal to inflict 
mutilation, and prescribed imprisonment in lieu of it. 

Mv. G. C. Meyer, Stipcrintemlent of Police, under date 
the 2nd November 1791, issued the following notice: — 
“ Whereas a robbery was committed on Tuesday night, the 
1st instant, on the Chowringhy Road, by three Europeans, 
sup{>o.sed to be sailors, who made their escape with a gold 
watch, capped and jewelled, the maker’s name John Holmes, 
London, and a gohl chain and seal engraved with a lion 
rampant, — whoever wdll produce the said watch, chain and 
seal, and give information of the offenders, so that they 
may he apprehended and convicted, shall receive a reward of 
four hundred rupees.” 

Murders and robberies were of very frequent occurrence 
ill the heart of the city ; and, in the suhurhs, armed gangs of 
the 30 manvuders sometimes boldly paraded the highways hy 
torcji light. Within the city, where otTences against life and 
property w^re perpetrated more cautiously, craft took the 
jdace of effrontery. The single thief committed his nightly 
depredation.s, having his naked body smeared over with oil, 
so that it ivas next to irnpoHsihlc to hold him. Hickey's 
Gazette recommended that a long bamboo with a triple iron 
hook at the end of it, should be kept in readiness for detain- 
ing such visitors. In November 1788, two Bengali ))olice- 
nten were apprehended in an attempt to rob the house of a 
wealthy native, in a very different style ; “ they had disguised 
Jthernselves in the dress of Portuguese, with their hair curled, 
frizzed, and powdered, cocked hats, and very smart coats, 
stockings, &c.” 

River dacoity seems to have been carried on fearlessly. 
The dacoits infested the Sunderbnnds, and the river leading 
to and from Dapea. Wo hear of them coming in bands of 
seven, fourteen and twenty-four boats, and attacking Euro- 
peans as well as natives, and stripping them of their goods, 
and when opposed adding murder to their misdeeds. Mr. 
Burglv on his way to Calcutta, was killed and thrown into 
the river on the 3rd November 1788 ; two European gentle- 
men proceeding towards Dacca, were the next day attacked 
and left even without their clothes ; and on that evening Mr. 
Willes, proceeding from Sylhet, fell in with the same party, 
and though he escaped into the Jungle, his boats were plun- 
dered, Those arc but a few of the robberies cominittecl. A 
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list pf tlozen is given in the Gazelf</. Mr. iL nckell, the 
Magistrate at Jessore, and Mr. Ewart, the Salt Agent «t 
Jynagur, were obliged to resort to severe measures, to put 
down these daring pirates. Thiity-three persons ware ap- 
jatdiended, who were supposed to have been c*oncenied in the 
above robberies, and severe punishment iiiHicted on the 
robbers. This had the eftect of putting down their daring 
depredations. 

There existed in the early part of the year 1795, a rather 
formidable gang of robbers, consisting ot English, Portuguese, 
Italians and other foreigners, who had committed various 
burglaries in the houses of rich native merchants. A party 
of five Europeans and a Bengalee committed a burglary on 
the house of Choiton Seal in the China Bazar, on the night 
of the 18th February, and through one of the party, who 
had been engaged in this affair, turning king’s evidence, the 
whole gang was cai>tured and future depredations prevented. 
This must have been a formidable set of thieves, as in the 
evidence it came out that the whole gang was likely soon to 
number no less than two hundred individuals, and as soon as 
such a muster could be got, the Hindostau Bank was to l^ave 
been attacked and plundered.’ At that time burglary was a 
capital crime, and on their being convicted these five Euro- 
]>eans and the Hindoo were sentenced to be hanged,^ which 
senttnee was carried into execution at the meeting of the 
four roads near the jmblic office of the Justices of the Peace.’* 

It would appear that it was anything but safe to bo out 
late at night on the Mai<lan. We read in a paper of the 1st 
September 1791 — “ Last night about 10 o'clock, a very 
daring robbery was committed near the new Fort, on Mr. , 
Masseyk, who was in his palanqueen, by eight Europeans, * 
supposed to be soldiers ; after wounding him severely, they 
took from him his shoe buckles, and every valuable he had 
about him.’* 

Several robberies were committed within the months of 
March and April 1795, on the Calcutta EsplanacJb, and the roads 
leading to and from Fort William, by Europeans disguised in 
various dresses, who were proved to be private soldiers from 
the garrison. 

The John Bull tells us that while in the neighborhood 
of Trichinopoly, the tent of the Governor of Madras, in his 
way to the Neilgherries, was “ entered by thieves and robbed 
of the whole of its contents, not even excepting Tlis Excel- 
lency’s wearing apparel.** 
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THE INDIAN ROBHEII. 

RoLbers in India are reinarkal^le for tlie dexterity witFi 
'wliicli they accomplish their schemes of plunder. They are 
certainly, in this particular, exceeded by those of no other 
nation in the vrorld. They have been known to enter a 
bungalow and remove everything worth taking, leaving the 
party to whom it belonged and his wife upon the cane-woik 
of the bedst('ad on which they slept, with no other covering 
except their night-clothes, and this without waking cither. 
Achievements of this kind were matters of almost daily ac- 
complishment by those dexterous marauders who infested the 
northern boundary of the Gangetic plain and many other 
parts of Hindostan. It was their custom* to a])proach the teijt 
or bungalow which they intended to n>b, imitating, during their 
approach, the dismal howl of a pariah dog, or the cries of 
jackals, in order, should their apj)rottch be heard, to lull 
suspicion, as the proximity of either ©4' those animals would 
of course excite no alarm. They usually a<lvanced upon their 
bellies, made a slight incision at the bottom of the tent, 
through wliich they thrust their heads and, having made the 
requisite observations entered and secured their booty. Upon- 
reaching a bungalow, if the wall were of mml they soon per- 
forated it, and if of brick they undermined it with great skill 
and di^atch, seldom failing to carry oft' everything valuable* 
within, if once they could effect an entrance. 

A Captain of the Bengal Native Infantry, w^as proceed- 
ing from Delhi to the Himalaya Mountains, in the year 1827, 
when he was placed in a situation of much difficulty anil 
etpial danger by one of those contingencies to which travel- 
lers were, more or less, exposed in every part of India. The 
Icries of jackals at night were among their most common, 
annoyances, but they soon became so familiarized with these 
wild and discordant sounds that they ceased to regard them. 
Ihey were frequently heard a distance of several miles, 
and upon first entering the country a foreigner could obtain 
no rest from the incessant uproar made by those restless crea- 
tures, which, be^ng gregarious, go in immense packs, positively 
infesting every region of the east. 

Captain A — had pitched his tent in the neighbourhood 
of Huidwar, a place eminently celebrated for its sanctity as 
a place of Hindoo pilgrimage, situated on the western side of 
the Ganges, where it issues into the plains of Bengal from 
the northern hills. This place of sacred concourse is a 
hundred imd ten miles north-east from Delhi. Fatigued 
with a long and harassing march the gallant officer had 
retired early to rest, having pitched his tent under a tope, or 
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grove of trce.s, a sliorl disliinco beyoiul the boundarlos of 
town, northward Having placed liis pistols, wliicd wt^O' 
loaded with ball, under his pillow, and his sabre upon a chair 
by the side of his bed he addressed liimself to sleep. As 
usual the nightly serenading of the jackals was heard, but he 
had be(‘n too well seasoiunl to such interruptions to be 
diverted from his repose. Ife was, however, rather struck 
by the fact of these creatures being much nearer the tent 
than it was usual with tliem to venture ; still he was suffer- 
ing too severely from fatigue to allow a circumstance so 
trifling to arrest his slumbers. Aware that he liad nothing 
which could Ix'come the ])roy of jackals, he resigned himself 
to slet^p in perfe,ct security, and slept soundly for several 
luAirs. Towards morning he awoke greatly chilled and found 
himself lying u^oii tlie bed, to Ids ntt(n' amazement (jiiito* 
uncovered, without eveir a (uirtain to protect him from tin? 
niuscpiitoes whiclr, during the night, had held carnival upon 
his body, particularly upon the sol(\s of his feet, tlie palms of 
Ids hands, and his face, which were all stiff* and ])aiiiful, 
besides being so swcdled and irritated by the poison of those 
tormenting insects, that he could scarcely cither w'alk or sec. 
He immediately summoned liis s(‘rvants. Tlie light suspeJid- 
€mI frumi tlie pole of his tent in- a globe lamp had been, 
extinguished, they were couse<p?i'ntly obliged to obtain a 
fresh light, which, after considerable (lelay, Avas procur(?tl. 

“ Upon examining the tent it a])poared that the bed was 
entirely strip]:)ed, notldng vemaiidng but tlie mattrass and 
bedstead. The ])Istols and swor<l were missing. Evervihing 
of value liad been carried off*, nothing in fact being left bvit 
few changes of wearing a})])arcl and the tmit furniture, which 
had no doubt been found by the robber too cumhersoine to , 
rmnove. This really was a grievous loss to tlie sufferi'r, from 
the difficulty existing in supplying tke necessaries of whii-li 
he had been so unexpectedly (lepriveal It was ([uite 
sible to proceed without certain essentials, but how to obtain 
tliose was the question, as they arc not usually found in 
Hindoo towns. * * * ^ 

‘‘The second da}" after the Captain and his young com- 
panion bad quittec’ Hurd war, a native of tlie luwe.st caste 
came up with the bullock driv’ors, and entering into familiar 
conversation with them, joined the homely cavalca<le. 'Cap- 
tain A. ha})pened at tliis time to be in the rear of his. 
palankeen, on horseback, having set out some time after the* 
bullocks which conveyed the baggage. He liad suffered so 
severely from headache the previous night tlnit did not 
feel disposed to start so early as his followers. He observed 
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the man join the bullock ilrivors, but as they seemed readily 
id enter into discourse with him as if he were an old comrade, 
there was nothing in this at all singular ; it therefore excited 
no suspicfon, though our traveller was somewhat struck by 
the peculiarity of the man’s air, and the impiisitive manner 
in which he appeared to survey every thing that arrested his 
attention. 

“ Tlie officious stranger occasionally assisted in urging on 
the oxen, sluggisli from over fatigue and bad feeding, and once 
or twice forwardly aided the drivers in adjiisCing some portions 
of the baggage, which having become loose chafed the poor 
animals’ backs. Still there was nothing in his manner 
positively to excite suspicion, sucli being matters of very 
common occurrence on all the public routes through Hindos- 
tan ; the earnestness of the man’s actions, however, might 
have indicated to a quick observer intentions not very evident 
to oixlinary scrutiny. ♦ * * 

Captain A. and his companion retlrcil eaidy to rest 
in the same tent, the one being feverish and wakeful, the 
other fatigued and sleejiy. The fonner was excited and 
restless ; his thouglits reverting to the late robbery, kept him 
in a state of irritable excitement, and every sound that reached 
his ear caused him to apprehend the aiiproach of an enemy. 

About an hour after midnight, the attention of the 
wakeful man was challenged by a noise, something like the 
baying of a hound ; ho listened. Jt was singularly unnatural, 
though utterly remote from anything human. It approached 
jKU’ceptibly nearer, continued for an interval of several minutes, 
and then ceased altogether. What could this mean ? For some 
, time all was still, nevertheless the eye of the traveller wan- 
* ilered cautiously and watchfully round the tent, as he now 
began to feel a painful apprehension of danger. The recent 
robbery made him the more suspicious ; still not choosing to 
provoke needless alarm, he determined patiently but guard- 
edly to await the issue, which could not now be remote. A 
lamp suspende^l from a silken cord, attached to a bracket and 
pully fixed in the polo of the tent, burned so brightly as to 
render everything clearly distinguishable. After a while he 
perceived the canvas ou one side of the tent near the ground, 
gently; stirred, as if by a gradual and cautious pressure, and 
almost immediately a black head was protruded through an 
incision made by a knife, the bright blade gleaming in the 
lamplight. The head was withdrawn for a few moments and 
again pretruded. This was several times repeated, an inter- 
val of perhaps a minute intervening. None of the sleepers 
outs^e wer® disturbed ; that hard sonorous breathing which 
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iiuUcatcs prufuiiiul slumber was heard witliin llio tent. It 
was evident that none but the stranger was awake withou^l 

Captain A. could no longer entertain any doubts as to 
the intention of the villain, whose head he had* seen through 
the cleft canvas, still he was anxious to capture the robber ; 
he lay perfectly still, determined either to kill or secure 
the intruder, should he enter the tent for the purpose 
of plunder, which >vas clearly his intention. This was, more 
than probably, the same fellow who had plundered him a few 
days previously, and he was resolved if possible to visit him 
now with merited retribution. Again the head was protrud- 
ed, when Captain A. distinctiy recognised the features of 
the man wdio had joined the bullock drivers and so officiously 
forced his ser\dces upon them. He had a different turban 
bound tightly round his forehead, but the features were not to 
be mistaken. Once more the head was withdrawn. Tliis 
cautious process had been repeated several times, until it was 
evidently presumed that the occupants of the tent were asleep, 
when the elder •who with tremulous anxiety had kept his eyes 
upon the spot from the first moment he had perceived the 
c>anvas move, saw the man, whose head had been protruded, 
slowly drag his body through the opening. He was perfectly 
naked, and armed only with a knife, pointed fit the end and 
having a broad double-edged blade-like dagger. Th^ intru- 
der approached the coueli . on which Captain A. lay, he 
pretending the while to be in a profound sleep, which he 
feigned in order that he might attack the robber in the net 
of plunder. Considering that he was at least a matcli for a 
single native only armed with a knife, he forbore to awalfe 
his companion, who was still wrapped in profound slumber. 
Since the robbery already mentioned, ho had nightly conceal -1 
ed his pistols under the mattrass upon which ho lay, so like- 
wise had his companion. 

The robber having minutely examined the pillows df 
either couch with so gentle a liaml as would not have shaken 
the dew from a rosebud, and being persuaded that there 
were no arms under cither, proceeded to the bed of the 
younger officer, and having .satisfied hiinsidf that he continu- 
ed asleep, commenced his operations of plunder with the 
deliberate skill of a practised pillager. Ifis adroitness^ in his 
calling was not to be mistaken. Every lock was opened in 
a few seconds, so that there should be no occasion for halting 
after he once commenced operations. Having arranged 
everything apparently to his satisfaction, ha examined 
each article with great care, but ivithout the slightest 
enibaiTas.'«mcnt, and then pnaiiptly making up his mind whut 
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•^vas worth scruriiii]^, ho rapidly collcetod the approved movo^ 
ahlos and plaeed them together in the centre ot the tent. 
All this was done without the slightest noise ; their owner 
still feigning sleep and breathing laboriously in order the 
bettor to kee]) u[> the illusion. As soon as the bandit had 
made his selection, he took the palampore, or countorpane, 
from the (^oucli nearest at hand, and S}>roading it open, 
<leliborately ]>lacc(l the things upon it and tied them securely 
r(?ady to carry off. He searched carefully for money, but 
was disappointed, as our travellers had takem care to place 
their ru])oes with their swords and pistols under the mattrass 
■of their bt'ds. I'hough foiled in this ]>avticular, the man had 
■collected sufficient ])lunder to provide for his wants for a full 
year to come. Having carefully looked over the trunks he 
made a salaam towanla each couch, as if t5 thank its occu- 
pants for his c*asy success. 

“ Ikung now ])r('pared to decamp with his booty, the 
Tohbor took a towel, and, steeping if in the water-ower, 
'wliich was on a stand near the j)olc of tl\o thnt, pitched it 
dexterously into tlie glass globe containing tin' lamp. Fortu- 
natejy, the globe being a very large one, the towel slipped 
down the side and escaped the wiek, this being fixed in ta 
high glass within the crystal receptaeh'. Nothing perploxc'd, 
the baij^lit took a second towel, stud }\aving soaked it with 
water as before, was in the act of throwing it iif)on the liglit, 
which, had he succeeded, would have secured liis c'seape, when 
Captain A. who had by this time grasped his sabre, started 
suddenly from his couch and rushed u])()u the intruder. Tho 
npiii, not at all dismayed at being thus unexpectedly dis- 
covered, sprang beliiiul the pole of tln^ tent, grasping the 
«knife with wliich he was armed, firmly in his right hand. 
The first strok(' aimed at his head by a strong and active 
arm he adroitly parried gliding round tlie ti'nt-])olc, so as 
C^nnpletely to bartle tlie efforts of his foe. At length Captain 
A. after many vain attcm])ts to strike a successful blow, 
observing a favourable o}»portunitv, struck iiupetuoiisly at 
the intrudei-’s iceek, which the latter suddenly depressed, 
Avhen tlie stroke, dealt with a vigorous hand, fell on the pole 
wnth such violence that the blade of the avenger's sword 
snapt off* at the hilt. He was now unarmed, though not at 
the mfjrcy of his enemy, for without a moment’s delay ho 
cast the bladelcss hilt from him, and attempted to seize the 
robber, who being oiled all over and quite naked, easily 
8lip[>ed from his grasp, and at tlie same moment striking 
liiia in tWe^side with his knife, darted towards the opening 
through whi(‘h he had entered. Captain A. though blo(‘(i- 
iug e.q)ioul 3 g rushed after him, dashed off the fellow’s turban, 
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and liim by the hair, drew luiii backward into the 

tent. Tlie bandit still grasped his knife, and, jK'ing extreintdy 
active, was (piiokly on his ieet His antagonist, though 
severely cut, laid liis hand upoi\ tlie murderous instrument, 
which the man iiista^ntiy relinquished, and by a sudden 
movement again freed himself from the clutch of his excited 
eiieniy. Feeling himself free, he ])lunged through the open- 
ing, but his escape was arrested by a surer hand 

**' The younger officer, having been awakened by the noise, 
liad secured one of his pistols, and quitting his couch, dis- 
charged it at the robber just as the latter was in the act of 
effecting his escape. The bullet, true to the aim and purpose 
of inni who directc'd it, struck the luckless wretch on the head, 
^\’^hich it passed completely tlirough, and he rolled backward 
in the fearful struggles of death. After a few frightful 
contortions, a spasm, and a groan, he expired He i)roved to 
1)0, as had been previously coucluded, the man who had 
shared the hulloidc drivers hospitality, as already recorded 
ll})on ciaminifig the turban which lay on tho tent-door, 
('a])taia A.’s gold watch, and tho money of which lie Inul 
taken charge, a hundred gold mohurs, was found curipusly 
s(‘creted between the folds, which sufficiently identified this 
with tho former robber.’' 



CHAPTER 


INDIAN JUGGLERS. 


** I was once in the presence of the emperor of HinJusUn,** 
says Ibn Batuta, when two Yogees, wrapt up in cloaks, 
with their heads covered, came in. The emperor caressed 
them, and said, pointing to me, ' This is a stranger ; show him 
what he has never yet seen.' They said, ‘We will.' One 
of them tlieii assumed the form of a cube, and rose from the 
earth, and in this cubic shape he occupied a place in the air 
over our heads. I was so much astonished and terrified at 
this that I fainted and fell to the earth. The emperor then 
ordered me some medicine which he had with him, and upon 
taking this, I recovered and sat up : this cubic figure still 
remaining in the air just as it had been. His companion 
then took a sandal belonging to one of those who had come 
out with him, and struck it upon the ground, as if he had 
been arl^ry. The sandal then ascended, until it became 
opposite in situation with the cube. It then struck it upon 
the neck, and the cube descended gradually to the earth, and 
at last rested in tlie place which it had left. The emperor 
then told me that the man who took the form of a cube was 
a disciple to the owner of the sandal ; and, continued he, 
‘Had I not entertained fears for the safety of thy intellect, 
r should have ordered them to show thee greater things than 
these.' From this, however, I took a palpitation at the 
liejirt, until the cmi)eror ordered me a medicine, which 
restored me." 

Some itinerant Jugglers display tricks which it is almost 
impossible to sc.^vo. Amongst their many extraordinary 
tricks may be mentioned one which, though done in Eng- 
land and by Europeans in India by means of trap doors and 
hanging drapery on a stage, is exhibited by the Indian on 
the ope A roadway, and before any number of spectators in 
the light of day. We allude to the mysterious disappearance 
of an individual, either a boy or a girl. In an old ]'aper of 
1797 , we find the following graj)hic description of the puzzle: 
“ A handsonie young girl, covered with ornaments and dressed 
as a bride, is brought into the room by the conjuror. An 
open wicker work basket, in size and shape resembling a 
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beehive, is then produced ; the girl sits down on the floor in 
the centre of the room, and salaaming to all the company ftrst, 
is then covered over by the basket. Over this the husband 
(the conjuror) flings a couple of sheets, so as to exclude her 
entirely from view ; a conversation then ensues between the 
juggler and the girl under the basket, in which the former 
accuses her of unfaithfulness, a reproach to which the girl at 
first replies indignantly ; gradually the man gets more and 
more excited, and holds forth threats, at which the frightened 
girl begins to remonstrate, and finally supplicates for mercy. 
The conjuror is however by this time to all appearance 
wound up to a pitch of fury, and suddenly to the horror of 
the unitiated portion of his spectators unsheathes his sword, 
and runs it through and through the basket in every direc- 
tion : shrieks of alarm and pain, which gradually grow fainter 
and fainter, ensue ; the basket absolutely writhes, as though 
moved by the quivering touch of the murdered girl ; blood 
streams out from under the basket, the sword is bathed in 
gore, and a faint suffocating groan proclaimed to the specta- 
tors that the deed was done. The bloodstained murderer 
then coolly wipes the sword and returns it to the scabbard, 
and salaaming to the sjoectators tells them that he ha.^beeii 
well avenged on his wife for her infidelity ; ho then takes 
deliberately one sheet at a time, and shaking them well 
folds them up; this done, he kicks over the basket and 
exposes to view — the floor of the room. No woman, nor child, 
nor blood, nor any trace of the occupant of the basket is to 
be found. The juggler, who pretends to be as much astonish- 
ed as any one else at the marvellous disappearance of his 
wife, calls imploringly on her to return. Lutchniee, Tor 
so is the girl usually named, answers to the call, and the 
astounded spectators turn simultaneously to the docA*, 
where the assembled servants, who have been peeping in 
with silent awe, are seen speedily clearing a passage for some 
one, who they have not the slightest doubt must bo a daugh- 
ter of fipishashy (ghost,) and the pretty little Lutchmee comes 
running into the room, all smiles and salaams, scatheless as 
any of the party present, and apparently much amused at the 
surprise depicted in every one’s countenance.” 

Indian jugglers appear (in 1814) to have been thought 
more of in England than they are now. A party jf these, 
consisting of two men and a boy, were taken to England from 
Madras by the captain of the Monarch They performed 
three times a day in Pall Mall, and their gains were for a 
single month of twenty-six days (excliuling'*StiiKlays) not 
short of £ 1638 ! The party after “ doing” London, intended 
travelling ail over the three kingdom.^, whes*e they h()i)ed to 



not large profits. It appears that the Sfnillofrlnj of 
trick was what had taken the people of England by surprize. 

Miss Eden relates the following about a IVIadras jug- 
gler: — “ He did all the tricks the Indian jugglers do with 
balls and balamcing, and swallowing a sword, &e., and then he* 
spit fire in large flames, and put a little rice into the top of a 
basket or small tray, and shook it, and before 07 ir eyes a tiny 
liandful of rice turned into a large cpiaiitity of cowrie shells. 
Then he made a little boy, who is one of my servants, sit 
down, and ho put a small black pebble into his hand and 
apparently did nothing but wave a little hdfjnefte round bis 
liead, and forty rupees came tumbling out of the boy’s little 
liaiula. He made liim yiick them u)) again, and hold them as 
tight as lie could, and in an instant the rupees were all gone, 
and a large live frog jumped out.” 

Here is another trick, eipially niavvellous: — “ One day 
Mr. Smyth told me that he expected to receive a visit from 
a native, an amateur conjuror, who would pcrform“some amus- 
ing tricks. ' When he entered the room he spread a white 
cloth upon the floor, and sat down ujion it, with his back to 
the wall, the door of the room being on his right hand. His 
spectators wore disposed in the following fashion : Mr. Sinytlr 
sat on a chair nearly in the middle of the room, I was sitting 
on a sofa near the door, the Parsec merchant stood in the 
doorway ^bout arm’s length from me. ’Jdie servants stood^ 
about in groups, the largest group being between the door 
and the conjuror. As soon as he liad settled himself he 
turned to the Parsec and asked for the loan of a rupee. The 
pedlar at first demurred a little, but, on being guaranteed 
agaCiist loss, he produced the coin. Ho was going to put it 
into the conjuror’s hand, but the hitter refused, and told the 
Pf%rsee to haiul it to Mr. Smyth’s bearer. The bearer took, it, 
and at the request of the conjuror, looked at it and declared it 
to be really a rupee. The conjuror thou told him to hand it 
to his master. Mr. Smyth took it, and then followed this 
dialogue : — Conjuror : “ Are you sure that is a rupee f — 
— Smyth: “Yes.” — Conjuror: “ Close your hand on it and 
hold it tight. No^ think of some country in Europe, but do 
not tell me your thought.” Then the conjuror ran over the 
names of several countries, such as France, Germany, Russia,, 
Turkey, and Avierica — for the native of India is under the 
impression that America is in Europe. After a niomcnt’s 
pause Mr. Smyth said he had thought of a country. “ Then 
ojien your hand, ” said the juggler, “ see what you have got, 
and tell mo jf jt is a coin of the country you thought of.” It 
was a five-franc piece, and Mr. Smyth had thought of France. 
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Ho was going to hand the coin to the conjuror, but the latter 
said, “ No, pass it to the other sahib.” Mr. Smyth accordingly 
put the fivavfranc piece into my hand ; I looked closely at ii , 
then shut my hand and thought of Russia. When 1 opened 
it I found, not a Russian but a Turkish silver piece aboiit 
the size of the five-franc, or of our own crown piece. This 
I handed to Mr. Smyth, and suggested that he should name 
America, which he did, and found a Mexican dollar in hw 
hand. The coin, wliatcvcr it was, had never been in tlie con- 
juror’s hand from the time the rupee was borrowed from the 
Rirsce merchant. Mr. Smyth and his bc*arer had both of 
them closely examined the rupee, and Mr. Smyth and F 
turned over several times the five-franc piece, the Turkish 
coin, and the*dollar ; so the trick did not depend on reversible* 
coin. Indeed it could not, for the coin underwent three 
clianges, as luis been seen. T need only add, for the informa- 
tion of those who know not India, that a rupee is only about 
the size of a lloriu, and therefore about half the eight of a 
five-franc piect?.” 

On another occasion the same juggler is called upon to 
perform : — % 

'' As before, he was seated on a wliite cloth, which this 
time 1 think was a tabic cloth, borrowed from the mess 
sergeant. He asked some one present to produced rupee, 
and to lay it down at the remote edge of the cloth. 
cloth being three or four yards in length, the conjuror could 
not have touched the coin without being seen, and, in fact, 
did not touch it. Ho then asked for a signet ring. Several 
woi'o olfered him, and ho chose out one whicdi had a v<?ry 
largo oval seal, projecting well beyond the gold hoop on both 
sides. This ring he tossed and tumbled several times in hii 
liauds, now throwing it into the air and catching it, then 
shaking it between his clasped liands, all the time 
mumbling half articulate words in some Hindustanec patofs. 
Then setting the ring down on the cloth at about half-aiun’s 
length in front of him, he said, slowly and distinctly in good 
Hindustanec, '‘Ring, rise up and go to the Aipeo. Tlie ring 
rose, with the seal uppermost, and resting on the hoo[), 
slowly, with a kind of dancing or jerking motion, it passed 
over the cloth until it came to where the rupee lay on the 
remote edge ; then it lay down on the coin. The <?onjuror 
then said, “ Ring, lay hold of the rupee, and bring it to me.” 
The projecting edge of the seal seemed to grapple the edge 
of the coin ; the ring and the rupee rose into a kind of wrest- 
ling attitude, and, with the same dancing and jerkfng motion, 
the two returned to within reach of the juggler’s hand.’' 
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^Wc shall only make mention of another performance 
which occurred at Fort William. It appeared to have a 
strong resemblance to the feats recorded in sacred history, 
as having been performed by the magicians of Egypt, in the 
time of Moses, and in the presence of Pharaoh. Indeed, as 
is well known that the Hindu tricks have been handed 
down from the most distant ages, from father to son, there is 
little wonder that such a similarity can exist. The particular 
trick alluded to, is the apparent conversion of a brass coin 
into a snake : — “ The juggler gave me the coin to hold, and 
then seated himself, about five yards from me, on a small 
rug, from which he never attempted to move during the 
whole performance. I showed the coin to several persons 
who wore close beside me, on a form in front of the juggler. 
At a sign from him, I not only grasped the coin I held firmly 
in my right hand, but, crossing that hand with equal tight- 
ness with my left, I enclosed them both as firmly as I could 
between my knees. Of course I was positively certain that 
the small coin was within my double fists. The juggler then 
began a sort of incantation, accompanied by a monotonous 
and discordant kind of recitative, and, lepeating the words, 
Ram, Sammu, during some minutes. He then suddenly 
stopped and, still keeping his seat, made a quick motion with 
his right hand, as if throwing something at me, giving at the 
same tiin^ a puff with his mouth. At that instant I felt my 
bands suddenly distend, and become partly open, wdiile I 
experienced a sensation as if a cold ball of dough, or some- 
Ihing equally soft, nasty, and disagreeable was now between 
1113^ palms. I started to my feet in astonishment, also to the 
astonishment of others, and opening my hands, found there 
i\p coin, but to my horror and alarm (for of all created things 
r detest and loathe the genus,) I saw a young snake, all 
alive-oh ! and of all snakes in the world, a cobra-di-capello, 
ibjjded, or rather coiled, roundly up. I threw it instantly to 
the ground, trembling with rage and fear, as if already bitten 
l)y the deadly reptile, which began immediately to crawl 
along the grounc^. to the alarm and amazement of every one 
present. The juggler now got up for the first time since he 
had sat down, and catching hold of the snake displayed its 
length, which was nearly two loet — two feet all but an inch 
and a h^lf. He then took it cautiously by the tail, and opening 
his own mouth to its widest extent, let the head of the snake 
drop into it, and deliberately commenced to swallow the 
animal, till the end of the tail only was visible : then making 
a sudden grip, the whole of the snake was apparently swallow- 
ed. After this, he came up to the spectators, and opening 
his mouth wide, permitted us to look into his throat, but no 
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snulce or snake’s tail was visible, it was seemingly dowi\ his 
throat altogether. During the remainder of the performances, 
we never saw this snake again, nor did the man profess his 
ability to make it re-appear ; blithe performed another snake- 
trick, which surprised us very much. He took from a bag 
aiu>tlier oobra-di-capcllo, and, walking into the centre of the 
room, enclosed it in his hands in a folded state. He waved, 
or shook them for some time in this condition, and then 
opened his lists, when, hey ! presto ! — the snake was gone, 
and in its place appeared several small ones, which ho 
suffered to fall from his hands, when they glided, with their 
peculiar undulating movement, almost like the ivaves of the 
sea, about the floor.’* 

We rc]troduce the subjoined account of Hassan Khan 
and his performances, from a paper which some time since 
appeared in the columns of the A\iglishman : — 

“ One of his favourite tricks was to borrow a watch and 
transport it t^o some unthought of place and send the owner 
to find it. Being present at a select party at the house of a 
European gentleman then residing in Upper Circular Road, 
he i)olitely asked a lady to give him her watch. After the 
usual by-play, in the view of all present, he flung th (3 watch 
with force from an upper verandah into a tank in front of the 
house. Every one saw the watch with the chaiw* dangling 
whisk tliroiigh the air, and fall into the water. A short time^ 
afU'r, the fair owner of the w^atch waxing impatient, he 
rc(|uosted her to go into the next room and hold out her hand 
for it. She did so, and behold the watch and chain, botli 
dripping wet, came into her hand. Among several others, 
a genlleman to be met ivith daily not fifty miles from St. 
Jolui ’s Church, can atte.st the truth of ivhat is here stat\‘d. 
At another time Hassan Khan ivas at the house of a gentle- 
man whose watch he borrowed, and shortly after, when asked 
for its return, protested that he never took the watch ^nd 
that his host had not brought it home, but left it within the 
desk of his oflice, which was situated in another street. The 
desk key was in the gentleman’s pocket ^11 the time, and 
yielding to Hassan Khan’s challenge he drove over to his 
office at that hour of the night, had the room opened, and 
unlocking his desk found the watch quite safe inside. An- 
4»ther watch trick was played in a place of biftiness in 
Dalhousie Square. He took a watch and a ring belonging to 
different owners and tied up the two with a handkerchief. 
After a while he pointed to a press, and ennuired if it was 
locked and who had the key. The owner produced the key 
from his pocket, the press was opened, and ring, ’watch and 
handkerchief found inside of it. There was another* class of 
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fxliibitions in which, it is said Ilassau Khan loved to display 
his (5ccult powers, whatever they may have been. "Without 
any regard to time, place, or circnnistauces, ho could at will 
jn'odnce a bag of sandwiches and cakes, or beer, wine^, and 
brandy of atiy mark and quality re(iuirod. Ho would not 
bring them forth from his penson or wdth his own hands: but 
wheiH'ver he might bo at the time, ho would warn the com- 
pany that it was approaching, when suddenly the bag or the 
bottle would become visible to the spectators, suspended in 
mid air, and one ot them had to seize upon it. In every ease 
the edilile or potable was the best of its kind. AVho or what 
this man was, has never becui .satisfactorily exidained. Jlo 
wf'Tit abo>it freely, was to be seen evervwlieie, and mixed with 
all .sorts of people; but he was always ‘eushropded in an 
impc'uetrable my.stery.” 
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